HIGH DESERT BRANCH CWC
Inspiring a Community of Writers
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Happy California Writer's Week!
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8:00 Wednesday Zoom.

Hang out with writing
friends: Link: https:

/lusO6web.zoom.usl/j/

985708161647
pd=VE50RIVodGILMFVKc
ORCEJ3bVJQQT09

Corky's 9:00 Good chow
and conversation

ACT Il 4th Tuesday, 6:00
pm Zoom. Donato Mar-
tinez

Topic: MRMS Link: https:/
usO2web.zoom.us/
j/878348510427?
pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05
ZwCzUagNrMaOGP.1

XN Sub: Our Christian
Subgroup 2;00 at

Lillian Brown's house.
Contact: mrdaca.ma@gmail

Sounding Board: Come and
read your writing and get a

review. 2nd and 4th Thurs-
days 3:00

On-Topic: Come listen to
our speakers at the Apple
Valley Library. 5:30.

Poemsmiths: At Mary
Thompson-Lujan's house
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From the Prez

ﬁy Mike /fjm/aaa

t e What You Know

By Mi ke Apodaca

We have been told for ages to write what we Kkno

were to follow this, |l would be writing about be
son. I mi ght write about my relationships. Thes:
start. But there comes a point where a writer ne

We al | need to get to the place where we wri
write about people; they are students of humani't
i ng from everyone we encounter. Writers are fir:
human beings, their motivations, and their thoug
|l on where she helped us see the i mportance o-f ki
hel d beliefs. Does it make a difference that yol
I st? You bet it does! Dig deeply into the philos
|y .

The best pl ace to start i's with yourself. Ho
weaknesses? When do you feel |l i ke giving up? How
How do you |l ook at them? What do you notice? By
understand ot hers.

Al s o, study ot hers. I had a | oved one who hac
deteriorate to a helpl ess, bedridden invalid bec
and trying to understand her.

Learning about what makes peopdiemetnisciko nwaill |c haa
come to |ife on the page. Reademneveal atfé tthe@ yovlnla
mi ght do. Their actions always must align with w

Take the example of truth telling. The fact i
me crazy whFerni eln dwatocrheedwoul d tell the truth. [t
e feelings. And then | realized at tghis is ho
in real i fe. I f you asked most p WO L
truthful . But when plRrciegndsfeyp igiva t ho

so avoid the truth i f it w e one
(especially, the | atter). Ne x wi t
our outfit makes you | ook f a rot

I |l ove reading and writing S m
wor |l d. Mo s t I mportantl vy, my f h e

peoplé®.j dien t heir ranks.



SUBMITTING TO THE
INKSLINGER AND THE
EMAGAZINE, .. ..

We just did something very smart. For years we have produced a newsletter that was like a
platypus, a little bit of everything. We had articles, stories, poems, and photographs.

Now, with the addition of The Wordsmyth, we will be able to keep the focus of The Inkslinger
on our branch, and the focus of The Wordsmyth on the public.

So, when you submit to our publications (notice I did not say if), you will send your
submission (whatever it is) to Jenny Margotta at jennymargotta@mail.com. Jenny will decide
which publication it fits in. If it is a poem, short story, or human interest piece, it probably goes in
The Wordsmyth. If it is an article on how to write humor (boy, do I need this article!), then it will
go in The Inkslinger.

ugust 2025

/@{W—”% The . 3 " g Volum
& mmwﬁ;m The Wordsmyth

%) St
High Desert Branch CWC
it

rmmizon®  Inspiring a Community of Wi Where stories are told . . . and read.

August2025
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Mike Raff Keeps us in Suspense!

& aAlS ! LR2RI OF

the Sword of Damo:
i al t hread, ready
ve us in half, SO0
edge of our seats
of keeping your
started by showing us

had a surprise inside.
There were two main
from &aMi ercel |l ent prese
was that we, as WwWriter:
Il ses to ourd rfeuwldleyr sunde
unt il I reali zed why |
book | am reaédditnigt.l eT hae
promise one thing whil
another. The b®okot swip
advertised on the covel
w%}i&;; v " this mistake. Thanks, |
it Ve

taught wus the i mportanc
dod&gsnknow. He wused with greé&t Tdhilki IBli rtdlse
Hedren is waiting for a |little gir/l t o b
her, getting ready to strike. She is clue
Anot her example is Doubl e | ndsennhiaryac t\W
but the other characters have no idea. Th

truth. We wait, holding our breath.
Thanks, Mi ke, for putting this al/| t oQg ¢
PS: Saturday night | had a member who was

mi ssed the reveal. Now, that shows the po
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By Michael Raf f

Joanne Rowling was born in Yat e, Gl ouc
a mi-ddhes family. Her f ather, Pet er , w
Anne, was wid&h Rolyal WiNme a | Service. A
was born two years | ater. The Rowlings
when Joanne turned four. Anne was an e
with booksThé&eWiemndriert dt hhei sWidl aluogwst er s,
duced their children to & hboaks$ mal af i
Scarry, Rowl i ng wr otiRa hmimthse,inr sth es lwarst

penned anoiTher Setvemy ,Cu r &dwhde nDisahmneo nwdass, e
describeditther £@liff om&@ of a bookish chil
pl ete daydr eams.

Al so at el even, Rowling attended the Wyedean Sch
teachers descnmimbteal IRiogwd diim gy st e oy nbvreirlyl iiamabyhphmeat iRvevl
ing was fifteen, her mother was diagnofslée d fomimadh umunlatpir
As a teenager, Rowling | abedtmpdl hiersel $haswantsed etr @
she proved ordinary at mo s t of her studies, she exc
French, she graduated from Exeter College in 1987.

After graduati on, Rowling moved to Clapham Junct
and worked various jobs in London. During this ti me,
she moved to Manchester. One day, when she took a t
waited, the names Harry Potter, Ron Weasl ey, and Her

Rowling worked at temporary jobs for the Chamber
described fahysati m@himbsewgH&r ng , BdRtotdsd imog her died, w
her writing.

Il n 1991, Rowling moved to Porto, Portugal, wher e
during the day. She met and married a Portuguese t el
bel , was born in 1993. Rowling suffered domestic ab]
ri ag_ehast and eHdrasspowpshe csl apped her at | east once,
threw her out of t heir hohear r anhBodhtteabgde . h eTrh erga nsuespcarri af
1993.

Rowling took Jessica | sabel and moved to Edinbur
cause he remarried witdkhideawb. years of her mother

Rowling and her daughter Ilived in an apartment [
rowed money from her friends tofisaonviae.i Shiesdpsssil
Britain withoudShbeeifnogu nhdo nheel ressesl.f j obl es s, with a dey
consi dered herself a failure. She became suicidal an
she was stil!/ able to work on her manuscr i gHtar r yh emo,t
and the HRhi3tohmaeg,hechanged her | ife dramatically.

To be continued next mont h. Ut i | t hen, k



A History of eBooks

From AAutomated Bookso to Kin
By Jenny Margotta
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https://bookscouter.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-ebooks/
https://www.galileo.usg.edu
https://www.automateed.com/amazon-book-sales-statistics
https://www.automateed.com/amazon-book-sales-statistics

WRITERS ARE READERS
Banned Books for KlmsPat R. Scales
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Spotlight

ard | Beerines ]
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J\STALKERS |
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Roberta Smith has always enjoyed a go®B8dnghwo®thdet
stories feature ghosts and fal/l into the horror/
t wo sshorrty ant hol ogies, omebmekoi Her awydu @angsné&@h dg te
won the Grand Prize in the 2017 Holl ywomidn Bto® ks fF
pl @yn Hi sowlsoesh,osen as one of six winning plays
Readers Theatre in Santa RosafiBens tNoivoevitbrda viEez0 4 h.c |
Dragon S@Rbéi Pores sa&ntPlholi ogpy, which wil be rel easc¢

She-f oanddweidt h Mi&kMe vRearfnior e Ent erprises to helop
attended many book and horror events.

Roberta has been a member of the HDCWC since
ership Chair, -€Ehatrqu¥i Geo®pe€bdent, Secretary,
he Jack London Award for outstanding service to

By Michael Raff
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n Person Meeting:

Honoring Our Veterans and

_aunching Our New Anthology

You wi || not want to miss our Novegmb
with our Veterans and | istening to t
be ready to share.

After our break, we wAnyt hiangec@®o edg|!r b
giving out the awards for first Jec

y ~

you a winner? Please, come and find
We meet at 10 a. m. at the
Community Chu

Jess Ranch 1in Val | ey

The nation’s longest-running, most prestigious recognition

program for creative teens A‘ I I I "
7 "« 0 % [
7~
&, 2

7
&
£

Training for Scholastic
Arts and Writing

On November 25th at 6 p.m., our own Jelnn)
Schol astic Arts Award project. Pl ease [con
rating them from one to ten.

This is our only fundraiser for our <cljub.
pl ease contact Jenny at jennymargotta@mai




Recap Salon 2. Mystery Topic

Like -Minded Writers and Readers Salons

We cel ebrated the Hall ow
sal on at danmioaues eDudlte was

Snacks Word Games
A Play: The Fellowship
Monkey's Laughter and
Paw Fun!




Recap Salon 1: The Shape of Stories

At A®I hame, w e
about the shape
She showed vi dEe
many 1 nsightful
and rai sed our
l ng. | t was a n

The best part v
vt VonneéasguMan 1 n t
#scenari os.

Kurt Vonnegut

Phot o by Bernard GotTihriysd i/maAgdea m sCuaevradielnabl e from t he
gress's Prints and Photographs division under the di

B Man In Hole

B Boy Meets Girl

M Cinderella

M From Bad To Worse
Good News/Bad News




47"gs| g >s{s®"*"®s~| « s| Wwa

Tuesday, NovernrtbePPM 18, from

Novermsbeal | about abundance and dmuati tkede,u
kin spice or odcworrndbsr eaarde driensistiendgz | t @ h d hp enr
of just the Gl gbhlto cwko rsdt roirk ewdr.e tSearnme ttiende sb,y t
edword count, word choices, word I|ists, a
to work within [intkaltoolk,s,t lowvdeorfe oadsuamsre
fun.
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Wednesday, NovetnbM 19, fr

To celebrate Thanksgivi-Mgndelde WNboDvembeansd

a speci al potl uck event, so make your res
Pl ease bring your favoriteidtpshp(lenouwn
share a favorite recipe, relate a favorit

with everyone.
Pl ease cont act] ehnennynya r Meaortg eat@neali @ p caonme (-
848448 to reserve your seat. Location wil
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