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Congrats!
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HDCWC Branch Meeting
Saturday, May 9, 10 a.m.

Getting Publ

During our monthly meeting at The Commujn
deep dive into getting published and bul

your own action plan. W thout a plan, sl
Six of our writers wil/ share their wis|d
You will have five minutes to ask quest|l
Afterwards, you wil/l have five minntec |t
your writing and publishing.

This meeting iIis for you. It w

Sai | on!

Il A3K 5S8SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/




May 2026
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22 From the Prez

I attend the meetings of

guarter, representing our
meetings are real snoozer
We voted on some cruci al '
al | the branches. Her e we
the result s:

A
One What shoul d t he dues Q
Four proposals were made.

new membership to $75 and

and

Res
act

Two

Res
Aug
and

Thr:
CWC but do not have a branch near enough

Res
dev

fig

J
ul ®@ur board voted for number 4 . We di
4

ulThis passed. |l nstead of having until

ul Al t hough | voted against this, belie
el oping community, |l was outvoted and
ure out the detail s. |l hope this resul

5} Mike ﬁ/lm/aaa

The Latest CWC Meetin

renewals to $45, and -, Founded 1909

ual vote agreed with us and number

Should the renewal wi ndow be shortene

ust t o dr efnoerve.s ele daonny probl em with this
are very responsibl e.

eeShoul d we-waldleowefmbrer Sthatpe f or t hose W
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I have encountered many fascinating writ

| i feti mes. As i mpossible as it seemsef onroe
t hey wedraec kb o.roon.don was | ucky to have been
Astrologer W Il liam Chaney was | iving wi
I st , when she became pregnant with Jack.
thing &he Afiderr she refused, Chaney di sc
and Flora suffered a ment al breakdown an
na ) . When the i nfant was born in San Fr a
nei ghbor and former sl awe,y s¥éidr dhiimrm.a Pr ent
Later in 1876, when Flora married a ©par
she brought her i nfant to |ive with them
moved around quite a bit and sétaskedamnl
Il mpoverished. London had no biological si
uated from grade school (Cole School in Oakland), and was called either John or Johnny. He
made friends early on with Frank |l rving A
At the age of nine, LondonSrgmaednnée bwnt
(Mari e Louise Ram®). Later, he cited this
The following year, at the Oakl and Publ
ate and significant figure in the San Fr a
aged his literary ambitions.

| AGK 58aSNI . NI yOK /2] t38 p



The spirit of adventur e Isa db laoowda.y sk vseene i
school , he traveled and spent time as a |
School , and contributed articles fTgphben
of f the Codawsrti md tlhipsanperi od.

|l n 1889, London began workiGgCampneémny,l 8e

har d, thankl ess wor k. Eventual l vy, he bor
bought t(Rae-BDakradierom an oyster pirate nam
oyster pirate himself. After a few mont h:t

London to hire on as a member of the Cali
o g PO London someti mhea g sd4t wchide d aastt-s iHeheam
bar i n Oakland. ad&aeoowoeftiddodhno Heheobdyr t
uni versity and pursue a writing career. /
London spent an entire summer in 1896 c
admitted to the University of Californi
ther e, he studied an@E salemon mame@ me tmeman )
turer, which not only influenced his | if
captain, Alexander McLean, known for his
Wo | f LarsenThenSéda IIWollofr ¢ lun@t eloy,r Lfamdnri
forced him to |l eave Berkel ey.

lsn.: 21897, London, &l ohnugs bwaintdh, hiosi nstde pt shie:
the inspiration for many of his stories
Mal nutrition in the KIlondi ke proved a co
faci al bl ot ches, his hip and | eg muscl es
his four front teeth. Hi s experiences th
i nspirations that will |l ive forever in tl

To be continued next mont h. Il n the mean

Il A3K 58SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/ t3S ¢



KDP/Amazon Account ClostuFesat 2

By Jenny Margotta
Last month | talked about a problem sever
ing |l ocked out of their KDP account s. On

i dentification, G&Gviwho plhetesays ohpriosebbakeo
state his accoudmtfi Ndedbess vVecgmryuyumbBreg .at
I primarily focused on the Kv/wWeP rse sdeea rlcahs
ther to see what I& cpoaullidc yf i onnd kaebeopuitn gA meaza
Whil e Amazpouoblsioteastyenocat f i x ed i im&f@otnitvhist yo fc
| ogii)insdi d find sever al hi nts pert aciatieng
|l ete or close account s nfodr apurt @lmarn g ed n throa
not tied to a.published ti mefr ame
According to what | f dAimadzéono ftfh e i Aarha zdon
focuswsseroni actoanecddleys exe.l ain how to cl
self and what happemosteatt enwaudombtutctheé
To me, not finding something in writdng i
and they obviously have one of some kind,
e@ i nidttihetmni dnbelieve it should be &t dt endl

it .)

Il A3K 5SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/ t3S T



Further research | ed me to find some so
Amazmangel et e accounts after very | ong
The ti mefot a deasncd olsiekdel v varies based
and data retention rul es.

Agai nspeoinfic information. However, I di
will c¢close accounts for:
Suspected fraud or unusual activity
Too many returns or policy wviolation

Fake reviews or suspicious behavior
Account security concerns

These Iissues are un@Gekcanédseothpaet poi t
to access your Amazon account regularly.
None of the authors | have dealt with

that their account(s) were about to be o
happen quickly and without warning.

The final takeaway ha@éar e eiean tthoi sh:ie vami loe
Amazon or KDP on c¢closing accounts due to
azon account or your KDP account at | eas
sets any potentiak wvnaaeti vihtay tyiome rk.edehn d
especially emaildcand emhthomen rywomdise nafcic)dluny o
account information on KHBP get cruemth@ih € & D

po®DODhe source suggested this might be onc

Spending 5 or 10 mi
a year coul d preven

howrasnd count | eddownr &
road reactivating yo

|l A3K 5SaSNI . NXyOK [ 2/ t3S vy



NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Writers are Readers G(?(?d
Writing

Good Writing: 36 Ways

S

A

%

to Improve Your Sentences

f

by Neal Allen and Anne Lamott —_—
Neal Allen

Reviewed by Mary Langer Thompson
Anne Lamott

A controversi alGoboodo kWramnt agnrga mmd ry? debat
ried aut hors who have different worl d
cal i ssué@s.knYow Adhinden LamBotrtd, btyly@t a ehtah o 1
did, and to aut hor a@sndan oaicrandad misct whea |
ter f olAApwee dTabkgem®t twit adds affectiona
and makes for an entertaining read.

Al |l en bBReiands Tthiceh apti est protesting th
the grammar oiff hiusabeokol sceoncerned w
Why? Because you want your reader t o
gi veftyaqithat mi girtubfeesc o me u, yeet walettl r € a
consi der hismodadd. Anne

Anise take in this introduction is to
her writing. When she | earned K[e owas by
i n the family on writing (hers) enoug|
noyed. She fifbraacnkttirca ctkoe d)awmd waiWkathar fi &g
ed what he had alr odddytwoughénadbdoubr il
mi ght have a book together.

|l A3K 5SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/ t3S o



N The firf@tsetisgr colRe pVarle
9 wleyr - A a | &veidfthr u dged, exampl e.
é}ﬁ Strongverbs ol my latest drigd@vsi dthd ot € p

Anne adds that t his rul

Shwwhats 'y o ur  wisl ttirnuge.. |t
&/ happening.

For t hKeeerpulieONAzlt i areg

° . | t hat someti mes the pas
9 SemICOOHS Anne r e iWhfeonr ctebse subj ec
N tence receives the acti

o Use less. . ) .
Sald o, TR t he sentence I SO we

She | oktehse tsheantt en ®esi s n
Wfaek'::eers the passive voice, and
of when that voice migh

<

A controversi al rul e
iSti ck wWAtbhosdidg to Neal, your reader
what than how it was sai do6é Annnés tcaltatl bl ,
fir e madaknedd some ot heriBhi Nesati call s her a

iDo@ s hoiws odfgreat tip. Neal expl ain
Anne admitted befisrhgovwiciry t ol rleidlalé.ode ha:
first but admits that | fd ysbhowddt fl eeaBh
sitting around 60 batah enrysd wiulela dthleit rwko ns h

Ot her rmMadwernsd abla@tiwrsdl ,Y®uQil e\sotiicoen, oI r an
aniiLi nk i deas wiBtoh hs &dlmiad¢ olammrmds .Anne | oV e
rul M®r idpe dayn,d ot her ocrutch words.

I | ove that the tone of this book i
vi ewpoints. This book wild|l make you th
to know where and why you are doing it

| A3K 58aSNI . NI yOK /2] t 38 wmn



Viember

Spothght

[-2NBf SA Y

L JLor el ei Kay i s -awewidurtihrog Fme moai
V,Morrm)MenmmOmm Wemawvwoyage from Org
”gFree¢meIable on AmaffEoht yAgeanhs
4l iving, ten wears in the writing
| She became hooked on poetry
dher first poem. She | ater atten
@scholarship in journalism.
: Loré&!|l @epioems have appeared in
=dt i ONS, anBhemagani hése. 2021 San C

Contest wiStthr ahegrhtpecme mg &hlenlwea &iRUsscart Pri
enmMi riam the Prophetess.

She joined the High Desert Branch of the C
i n [liloteh Wo r dasnrii it én sP o edwsrmittihgsue Ggrowvesl. aShea p
for Cahefornia Writer,onCltihle L|iutdegn angy pRewil e W o
Writingasawar dentor on the Dorothy C. Bl akely
ve HistorawcdlalSescienhythe board of our High D

Al ong wit h sr iptaisnsgi,onlsorienlceliude beauti fying
particularly the 19 rose bushes she planted
tion, they were married by a mer mai d.

By Michael Rgff

(p))
Q)¢
w
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/87834851042?pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05ZwCzUagNrMa0GP.1
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/87834851042?pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05ZwCzUagNrMa0GP.1
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Nothing |ike writing for a stretch then Gndi |
have to hurt

weal | hawven hexnedrsci ses, watcdanmddkbewh avagsexpl o
i ng easier -amee(more) pain

Date and time: Tuesday, May 19, 2026, 1 PM t
Locati dmm:homea tian Appl e Vall ey.

Ri go and Bellina wil!/ be codofst ¢admigirls ¢bhee rfeu nwi |
Questions? Want topR8SVRPEAbhCami aatvkoAmnil ot kattom

>7 =27 @/ - WM7P/ M
1 @_
M/ " -/ MN N" >B@

A

&W/ - @ N-"YI ?2"Y A%k A

Ma®@ LMkeded Writers and Readers Salon wil

IGn any judge of things |i ke that. Our iver
what el se but poetry, of chmas seof o&h atshporsoer
|l ess inclined to write poetry, but | know
all who attend.

Seats are |imijtemdny mear geomati a QuEes
to RSVP and get th&fiPeeently osha-d o
| on. / .
Il AJK 58SaSNI . N}yOK [/ 2/ t38 wmo


mailto:jennymargotta@mail.com
mailto:pennedbyanita@outlook.com
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First | want to thank 3o urBeanmagz iwigt hwrpietoepr! se
were willing to shahandheiyowexperialsse iwnt
(from left) Laura Mihéy, K wMichaedr Raif 6 ys Mg
Langer Tlhwjmprs,onMar i lcyad hRa miiceand heal ing.
Linda Cooper, LoreleowKagndJdaninoetDwyl ee¢.
Roberta Smith. And theeerdarwheaosuppoborbuan
rific, prolific wriaeeept Wgodreggeauaneey

bl essed. 4. Write for yoursel
There were many Wworkeer fwhlati wofug wadrt et o
that came out of thibkBepaneé¢pdascessi oant lfe
video is available on AOgUali nY O UtTHD K £ had N ¢
The focus of our \p&egting was keeplng

our momentum up as )Q’;S@)él ts
shared their own strat eqd 1clud

1. Having many projec nce
When you have a treasur ¢ as f
writing, i1t iIs easier t

2. Being i n the writd. tt enc
i ng critique groups. Wri I n c
muni ty.

|l A3K 5SaSNI . NXyOK [ 2/ t3S wmn



FROM SILENGE T0

SP[[L'H Women of the Bible

7 WI]H[H OF THE IIIBl[ SPEAK Illll

Fight for Acceptance
Q & A with Mary Langer Thompson

agQoTH
mnql[)vni RRRRR

by Cindy Frye

Who originally came up withFrndhm S$idlean de rt
Women of the Bible Speak Out

Af ter hearing a s dékustn, Kalll awirthogt Sea rtabhe  panoheom
her ol d age, and torikt iiqud ogroauup .Polehms nm d A
another and then another about a Bible wc

putting them together in a chapbook. But
women of the Bible, so we decided to senc
and poets we knew. Word got @&r anermb,er anad o
emsmiths submitted until we had about 150

How were the contributing poets selected?

Seven Poemsmiths spent three full days L
we chose about 40 poems we considered the

What was the process of choosing how the

Poemsmiths discussed organizing the poems
tain women, so GWe rpogpiorelmorfelresit KWayause it
she came up with the idea of wusing tambo
nesr poem went &l aastt robecuaes et oi tEve and poetr
the poems from the same author together.

How | ong did it take to complete the pro
I ng?
Si x year s. It was a team effort.

l A3K 5SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/ t3S wmp



What were the challenges along the way, i

First, my husband, Dave, passed. He was g
ny he startedsl booksmy Amofdt WerenThink Coming
got a contract with a traditional plu bl i sh
Why publish this book now?

Everything just fel/l i nto place one day v
other Think Coming Press, get the book fo
was afraid the Miriam cover we chose might
the title of that art pi ece. |t was attr
cover but had painted sever al Mi riam pie
picture, giving me the rights.Gm Sghievimagk eas

a print to s&mearye f or Mot her

What do you hope your readers wil/| take a
We hope readers wil|l be entertained, t OUuC
had no real voices of their own. This booc
be read in high s&hoddaludand | cacslsleesg e i Wo nbeono |
i ng or interested in the canoni cal Bi bl e.
The Pushcart Prize, established Iin 1976,
u. S. r e dtohgen ibzeisntg of oOtNleni ssmalilonpi sasheghly
were nominated from our anthol ogy:

James GiiEev@®n Repi nder

Anita | ffyldnas f or

Mar | enefSHIil ttt offa(rtl me MEanrotr h a m)

Lorel eilMKayamorhe Prophetess

June LaBge®rMaitr her

John C. Méamreorra miaoiliot an Woman

|l s there another poetry coll ect anne

Possibly

From Silence twabpaét ma z C

Il A3K 5SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/ t3S wmc



sai d befode btehatth

DEATH ast surprised if S (
hol ars who study ¢

AND rough ti me MNahsa&kt tvhaes

i ng on in the High
DU ¢

AT One of t he g& é€athe
tal king about wi | | b
fini shed releamnly amd
ty and d keumame i mpr

Death and Bpihy ghed
ride, whi ch grabs vyo
ginning

A NOVEL
BYRON WARD

I Wwongi ve away any of t-thiet ipnigott, hr
you wi || want to read this book. | f
use It effectively in storytelling,
you a dozen morPeatlasaandd Drod apdi cikt .up

Thank you, Byron, for writing suc
us why we | i ke to read. I know you
work to write this book. The effort

For me mber s Dd atohura rc
i's availilable i n teetheng
c hecdkuwetd Ko orkat Isur pri sed

Mi ke Apodaca

Il A3K 58aSNI . NryOK [ 2/
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Have you met Joseph? He is the mMai®ma $Sove.

Laura and | attended the Avocado Festiyv
approximately 450 vendors and an expected
How do you make your booth stand out i f
siHfxoot cardboard cutout of your handsome |
When we arrived in Fallbrook, Laura and
were getting ready to | eave, they asked

Whil e Laura was unfolding him, a | ady pa
asked to see what we had. She I mmedi ately
a bit bizarre and random, but attention w
Once the booth was set up, we tied Jose
back to watch the reactions. Some women Ww
the men reacted. One man said i f he was 1
would | ook at him, #&T hwdulwdhsc ommentn ayrddurs
i bP’hey woul d just smile and wal k away. An
| enged him as ¢t footkke nweromet hd aluetat eamd | w

to record reazctyioonmr.

Anl nhyle
T WORES n|l & &
hijnl NsUF| e |

| nn& 7 hN nh

nll & e

Il A3K 58SaSNI . NryOK [ 2/ tF3S wmy



£sG esa&hsSii

iWe had to position Joseph f
croach upon the booth next

lsizfone saw him right awa@. b®Swok
;ﬂj'ﬂand fislaye you met Joseph? He
Wim= | o a6 Minlelws b ook . By the wa
Laur a. Her book takes pl ace
=811 800s . Do you sed tfharte hsecaad
labove his left eye@ |l ffiydu ol
i toehreet. |G ngrdbdbhhem every

end of the day, she had sol c
gShe al so gotshuisr treat cTh@ent gf RIO |
mancaend t he back had a | arge QR code with
ning the boot h, I occasionally wal ked ar «

and /Gaitd Romance?

Al s udle rdeofploiwend .on t he end of this row,
have your picture taken with doseph. He |

She assured me she was going to do that
boot h.

Remember the |l ady in the truck? Well, S
to get their pictures taken with Joseph
ways had a smile on his face.

One of my friends came down from the I
Lauy abr ot her bought one of each of her bo

a |l ady came up to our table and wanted t
told her to scan it. She was quiteepagtet
She said she |Iikes to read and would def.i

The weather was good, the people were f
the people in the booth next to us entert
| A3K 58aSNI . NI yOK /2] tF3aA8 wmo



How to be a member of the Tailored Talks

Speakers Bureau

HAS ubmit your topic

M®Come up with athe Tailored Talks c
we can pd

topic you feel phist.tee s
sionate about adQu on t
t hat y ou have SPeak.
some expertise in.

0
h e schedul e

odo a pres
at the Appl
Li brary on
Wednesday

mont h at 5

We wi || gi ve y ou
feedback o Ppdy 9get a pag
you <can i mpadro® Tal ks web

your speechganizations can
your speeches.

your brand.

| A3K 58SaSNI . N} yOK /2] t 38 Hn
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Ignlte

High Desert

10

This was my third time pr d

OQur c¢club dominated this year. We had fo

ence. I presented on retiring wel/l, Byr on
Frost on the bone churches of Europe, and
l gnite is wild. Each -glriecsemin nfait vvd Pogye v B

that switches panels every fifteen second
& a bl ur.,

After choosing my topic, I put togethe
ment . For some, o tdrweoa nk.i nFgo ri &o thheeriisme | |ia ffkee
tion and | oss. | filled the slides with t
ing with family and friends, and staying

my friends are passi ng dabwaty la nadm tnhoatt dnoyn et i

After getting my dpreseadaonenoputheéeopgete
bl e in th&l O§tfacteeduprta&cti cing my deliver)

A few weeks before the event, Terry Sace
showed them what I had and received sugge
bright. | took their advice to heart and |

Il n the | ast few weeks, I practiced my
word or short phrase. | practiced wdl hwas
ready.

We had a full dress rehearsal two days

And t hen, it came. | was standi@gup, t Wwa
ing for my turn. I was on. I strode to tt}

and engaged the audience.

The best part was the veteran who talk
speech helped hi m. l gnite is a terrific e
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. Busi nes|s N
O p t I O n S Mik.eRaffarmikeAE‘a

Picture a very | arge ro
teenagrumbi m@arwi |l d musi c
tables from venders thr

Sqgqueezed among them
our writing club. Mi k e
talking to teens about
t hem.

It was a terrific ev
young peopl e, most of t
away téhecatdd and trifol

Wed e hoping to see t
future meetings Sso0O we ¢
deavor s.

WSTNF YAYT wS2S0s 2\

We define words,; t hefyecdtos .not define us. 1
same word wil/ me an versyb’diwfef earreentgotihnigngts
di fferent people. This LsiQEHcROWS! -5 suc
CJ Berry has appmReaelted onpurm€meboar dgou

with a fascinating wookRosilti onean®ethapsy
have all owed oursel was tberaecephata yhiug hal
negative definition tofi st hecwonadi oge] efTdHtEi oM
associate rejection TWHE hB BTeTiBR) r eldestt | mait r,
sidered worthless, ewvelnelarsataem @brs ol ajt €c ff ia
|t i's nearly i mpossible to distance ours
from rejection and to. no Il t persona

Mi k e

SO

Whi ch i s &Gwhiyde@. iE.

| I aitnce rejection is an ordinary part 0 |
writing (it just is), we need to reframe
means so that we rob it of i1its debilitat:i

z ~
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