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DŬŋůƸש bŬşƈļŬƢ 



 

(Yes, Dwight!)  

 

March 14th, 10:00 

Community Church at Jess Ranch 

 

We have arranged to have 

Dwight Norris join us as our 

speaker for our March meet-

ing.  

 

Dwight will bring us up to 

date on what he has been up 

to these last two years. He 

will also share with us his 

new bookða memoir about 

his grandfather entitled, To 

Me He Walked on Water. We 

will have a delightful time 

laughing and spending time 

with our dear friend. It really 

has been too long. 
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Persistence Pays: The Pep Talk I Need Right Now, 

And You Probably Do Too 
 

Imagine that Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel) just received his twenty-seventh rejection notice and gave up. There 

would have been no Cat in the Hat, or Grinch, or any of his dozens of famous, endearing characters and stories. 

 One of my favorites is Dr. Seussôs book McElligotôs Pool. Itôs the tale of a boy who fishes in a little pool 

of water in the middle of nowhere. A man comes along and tells him how foolish it is to fish there. But the boy 

explains that this pool could be connected to an underground channel (much like our Mojave River) that leads 

out to the ocean, and thereôs no telling what he might catch. He imagines all kinds of fanciful aquatic life-forms 

in true Seuss fashion. 

 The moral? Be persistent. Imagine your positive success. And never, never, never, never give up.  

  

Iôve just finished reading Save the Cat, by Blake Snyder, a Hollywood insider who explains how the business 

works. Here are some of his words of wisdom . . . 

ðMake a plan and be flexible enough to change it when necessary. 

ðYou are your product. Sell yourself as a writer, not just your writing. 

ðGet an agent. Start knocking on doors and showing your face. 

ðBe the kind of person people want to work with. Treat everyone well. Never 

burn bridges. 

ðGrab any legitimate deal you can. Get your foot in the door. Leverage every-

thing. Use every success to boost your next one. 

ðHave business cards and promotional material to pass out.  

ðBecome an expert in your genre. Know your pitch, your logline. 

ðBecome part of the publishing picture. Work your way in. 

ðBe persistent. Never give up.  

 

So, letôs hang in there, my friends. Imagine the ocean connected to your little pond, and throw in your 

hook with tenacity and hope. You never know what you might catch. 
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Struggling with depression, rarely seeing his wife, and on the brink of financial ruin, Lovecraft moved in 

with his aunts in their Providence house until 1933. After that, he moved to 66 Prospect Street, which 

became his final home. During this period, he wrote some of his best-known works, including The Case 

of Charles Dexter Ward. He also revised material of other writers and took part in ghostwriting. To help 

Lovecraft, Harry Houdini introduced him to the head of a newspaper syndicate. Their project, the book 

The Cancer of Superstition, was abandoned when Houdini died in 1926. 

 

 

Lovecraftôs writing remained productive, but he was severely discouraged by rejection 

and criticism. Sometimes, just a single rejection notice would cause him to give up on 

a story or go into a state of withdrawal. There were times when he ignored potential 

publishers, and he never typed up his novel The Case of Charles Dexter Ward. 

 

 

 

Lovecraft and Robert E. Howard, author of the Conan the Barbarian series, became friends when 

Howard praised Lovecraftôs story ñThe Rats in the Wallsò in Weird Tales magazine. They corresponded 

regularly, and Howard joined the Lovecraft Circle, a group of friends and writers who helped each other 

succeed. 

 

Having lived separately for years, Lovecraft and his wife, Sonia, agreed to a divorce. She moved to 

California and remarried in 1936, not knowing that Lovecraft had never signed the divorce papers. 

 

In 1936, 400 copies of Lovecraftôs novel The Shadow over Innsmouth were printed in paperback for-

mat. Loaded with typos, the book required extensive editing, and only half the amount was released. The 

other half was destroyed when the publishing company went bankrupt. The hostile reviews of Love-

craftôs novel At the Mountains of Madness devastated him. It had done ñmore than anything to end my 

effective fictional career,ò he said. ñThe Haunter of the Darkò turned out to be his last short story. 

 

IƛƎƘ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ /²/           tŀƎŜ р 



  

In June of 1936, Robert E. Howard was told his chronically ill mother would not wake from her co-

ma. In a state of shock, he walked out to his car and killed himself with his pistol. Predictably, Lovecraft, 

whose health had been deteriorating, took the news poorly. He was suffering from an ailment he referred 

to as ñgrippe.ò 

Lovecraft feared doctors and avoided them. He was diagnosed with cancer of the small intestine a 

month before his death. He was hospitalized in the Jane Brown Memorial Hospital, while living in con-

stant pain, and died on March 15, 1937. He kept a journal during his hospitalization until he could no 

longer hold a pen. He was buried in Swan Point Cemetery. 

Of all the writers I have researched over the years, I doubt any of them suffered as much as Love-

craft. He was certainly one of the most talented, unique, and controversial writers I have ever encoun-

tered. 

 

Fun Facts About H.P. Lovecraft: 

Although his parents were Protestants, Lovecraft remained a steadfast atheist. 

Lovecraft was influenced by his dreams and dream-like phenomena. His characters are often de-

picted as helpless, trapped within a nightmare or somewhere between a dream and reality. 

Lovecraftôs writing displayed his ambivalent views of the nature of knowledge or the concept of 

forbidden knowledge. According to him, self-knowledge can bring ruin to those who seek it.  

Many literary influences guided Lovecraft, especially Edgar Allan Poe. Others included Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, John Mandeville, and Lord Dunsany. 

Initially, Lovecraft supported Adolf Hitler, thinking he would preserve German culture. 

Lovecraft was relatively unknown in his lifetime. Stephen King, John Carpenter, and Guillermo 

del Toro were all influenced by him. 

In 2016, Lovecraft was inducted into the Museum of Pop Culture Science Fiction Hall of Fame. 

Until next month, keep reading, writing, and lose some sleep over an H. P. Lovecraft novel. 

 

 

Lovecraft at age 17 Edgar Allan Poe, an early influencer 
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By Jenny Margotta 

 

Iôve had a lifelong love affair with words. I delight in learning new ones and sharing them with friends. 

The choice of words can be especially powerful if you are writing in a historical period, but itôs fun to 

include an unusual word in modern-day stories too. However, thereôs a fine line between learning the oc-

casional new word and keeping a dictionary at your side to consult on every page. For me, too many new 

words all at once takes the funðand the momentumðout of a story.  

Following are words Iôve recently encountered. See which ones strike your fancy for use in your 

next story. 

 

Apricity ï to bask in the sun. You know when itôs a cold winterôs day but the sun is just glo-

riously warm? Thatôs apricity.  

Besom ï a broom made of twig 

Brabble ï to squabble. ñDid you hear that mother and daughter arguing? They were brab-

bling over something inconsequential.ò 

Caravansary ï an inn surrounding a court (in eastern countries) where caravans rest at night 

Carboy ï a rigid container with a typical capacity of 1ï 6 US gallons; also known as a demi-

john.) Primarily used for transporting liquids.  

 

 

 

Caryatids ï This is a ñtwo for oneò: Caryatid ï a draped female figure supporting an en-

tablature; Entablature ï a horizontal part in classical architecture that rests on the columns 

and consists of architrave, frieze, and cornice 

Fuzzle ï to get drunk, intoxicated. ñEveryone got fuzzled at Peteôs bachelor party.ò 
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Groak ï to watch someone silently as they eat. ñHow am I supposed to enjoy my sushi while that 

guy is groaking me the entire time?  

Ingle-nook ï another ñtwofer.ò Ingle-nook ï a nook by a large open fireplace; also: a bench or 

settle occupying this nook; Settle ï a wooden bench with arms, a high solid back, and an en-

closed foundation which can be used as a chest  

Larder ï a place where food is stored, a pantry. Also, the supply of food itself. 

Omnibus ï 1) an automotive public vehicle designed to carry a large number of passengers; 2) a 

book containing reprints of a number of works (as of a single author or on a single subject). ñI 

have a 700-page omnibus containing Sherlock Holmes stories written by Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle. 

Rasterize ï to convert (a digital image) from a vector graphic to a set of individual pixels. (Vector 

graphics are made up of points, lines, curves, and color fills.) Sounds complicated, but most 

commonly you rasterize editable text into an image that is not editable. (Photoshop users know 

this one.) 

Rufous ï reddish. ñThe winning photo was of a kingfisher flying out of the water, creating a 

splash around its wet body, shaggy crest, white collar and rufous belly.ò 

Wain ï (usually) a heavy wagon or two-wheeled cart for farm use. ñThe old hay wain still served 

its purpose during harvest season.ò  

Until next time, Iôll be on tenterhooks to see which words you enjoy. But Iôm sanguine that youôll 

find several to use in your writing. 

 

 

An early horse-drawn omnibus from 

mid-nineteenth century. 
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ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ άŀƴ ŀǳŘŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻƭŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ 

ƻƳƴƛǎŎƛŜƴǘ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ  
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 !ƊŜǊ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ bƛŎƻ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ǘŀƭƪǎ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΥ ά²Ƙȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōƻȅΚέ ²ƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴ 

ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΥ 

 άLǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŘŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘōǊŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƎƛŎΣ ǎŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǘŀǇŜǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦǊŀƛƭπ

ǘȅΦέ 

 ²ƻǿΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƻǊΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŀǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ 

ŀƎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΚ 

 bƛŎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŀǊ ōǳǘΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀ bŀȊƛΩǎ ƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƛǘ 

ƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜǎ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŎŀƳǇΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ bƛŎƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎΣ 

Ƙŀǎ ŘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  

 ¢ǊǳǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΣ ά.ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ƘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŬƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ ²Ƙƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ǎǇƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƭƛŀǊ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜΚέ 

 {ƻǳƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΚ tŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ōǳǘ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦ bƛŎƻΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ {Ŝōŀǎǝŀƴ ƭƻǾŜǎ CŀƴƴȅΣ 

ōǳǘ Cŀƴƴȅ ƭƻǾŜǎ bƛŎƻΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ǘǿƛǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǘŀƪŜ-ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎΣ 

 άǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦέ  
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¢ƻƳ CƻƭŜȅ 

 By Michael Raff 

Born and raised in California, Tom worked in the Navy on the A-7 aircraft as a jet-engine 

mechanic and troubleshooter for four years. He earned his airframe and powerplant license, 

allowing him to work on private and commercial aircraft as well. From 1977 to 2011, he 

worked for the General Electric Aviation Division. He traveled extensively overseas as a 

field representative from 1979 to 1986 for various airlines with GE-powered aircraft in Eu-

rope, Asia, Australia, Taiwan, and Africa. From 1987 to 2003, he worked in engineering at 

the GE Ontario engine-overhaul facility. Due to a plant closure, he transferred to a GE su-

pervisor position at the BNSF maintenance facility in Barstow until he retired in 2011. 

Tomôs a top-notch motorcycle racer and holds five SCTA records and two AMA records 

in several engine classes. Tom began writing his memoir Chasing The Elusive Dream in 

2004. He joined HDCWC several years later and proved to be a quick study in a critique 

group that included Freddi Gold and yours truly. He lives in Phelan with his wife, Susan, 

and their five dogs. 

Tom published Chasing the Elusive Dream in 2022ðan excellent book if I do say so 

myselfðand his second book, an anthology called The Rest of the Story, two years later. He 

is set to publish his third book, an anthology called The Crooked Road in March. Four of 

his short stories have been published in the HDCWC anthologies Unforgettable and Con-

flict. Congratulations to Tom for being our March Spotlight member. 
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The Missing Links 
 
¢ƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ   
 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǳǎлнǿŜōΦȊƻƻƳΦǳǎκƧκусфмртлтрнтΚ
ǇǿŘҐō!Dу½ƛƳ9w!/ŦwŜwрƳvȅ.т²ǇtƳƧмWȊ²Φм 
 
 
 
 
 ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ /ƘŜŎƪ-ƛƴΥ  
 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǳǎлсǿŜōΦȊƻƻƳΦǳǎκƧκ 

фуртлумсмспΚǇŘҐ±9рлwƭ±ƻŘDƭ[aC±YŎлwŎ9Wоō±Wvv¢лф 

 
 
 
 
 !/¢ LL aŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ  
 
ƘǧǇǎΥκǳǎлнǿŜōΦȊƻƻƳΦǳǎκƧκутуопурмлпнΚ
ǇǿŘҐƎу{±Wh¸·Ƴ.¸ŘǿŦлр½ǿ/Ȋ¦ŀƎbǊaŀлDtΦм 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/87834851042?pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05ZwCzUagNrMa0GP.1
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/87834851042?pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05ZwCzUagNrMa0GP.1


 
 

Short, Sweet, and Solid 
The Tuesday Writersô Salon 

 
March 17 

 
1 to 4 PM 

 
 

Come and spend an afternoon with a trio of some of the shortest but still challenging writing 
forms:  

sĖÙÿíĚÙ˕ _íÎĖĆ-æíÎġíĆĀ˕ ÀĀÓ KÀí÷ĥː 
 
 
 
Date and time: Tuesday, March 17, 1 PM.  
Location: Anitaôs home in Apple Valley. 
Rigo and Bellina will be cohosting, there will be refreshments, andðof courseðitôll be fun.  
Questions? Want to RSVP? Contact Anita at pennedbyanita@outlook.com  

 

 

Like-Minded Writers and Readers Salon 

Wednesday, March 18 

4 to 6 p.m. 

 

Be sure to reserve your seat for the March Like-Minded Writers and Readers Salon! Come 

prepared to discuss whatôs needed to write a book series rather than a stand-alone novel. 

And we will also discuss the various types of book series. Bring a book from your own fa-

vorite series to share. As always, following our discussion, weôll allow plenty of time of so-

cializing and snacking on what are always delicious treats. 

Seating is limited. Contact Jenny Margotta (jennymargotta@mail.com or 760-843-5448 
(landline, no texts) to reserve your seat and get the location. 

IƛƎƘ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ /²/           tŀƎŜ мо 
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It was Valentineôs Day. Our guest speaker was Marilyn Atlas, a producer who has been in-

volved with many projects and writers through the years. She challenged us, asking us pierc-

ing questions about what it takes to know our characters deeply (three dimensionally). 

 There are three things we need for our characters: 1) They need to be relatable, or 2) 

fascinating, or 3) mysterious. And, hopefully, some combination of the three. 

 Marilyn Atlas brought to the table a high level of expertise. Sheôs a pro, working in the 

industry.  

 My favorite part of the meeting was when Marilyn challenged us to write a short intro-

duction to a character. As these were read, Marilyn seemed very impressed. Who knows? 

Maybe her interaction with us will result in one or two of our members making it big. It could 

happen. If it is you, donôt forget us little people, okay? 

 I am very thankful to The Programmers, our committee that works diligently to put to-

gether our meetings. Currently, our members include Richard Spencer, Terry Saenz, Sheryl 

Perkins-Thomas, and me. We meet on a regular basis, discussing how we can create the best 

meetings possible for our members.  

 Our goal is that when members attend a meeting, they have something to take away 

with them. That they got something out of it. Marilyn helped us reach our goal. 

  

 

Marilynôs book, Dating Your Character, can be acquired with 

this QR Code: 

  

 

  

Marilyn Atlas Tells us How it Is 

Hats off to The Programmers 

By Mike Apodaca 
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YAH-TOO-AH! 
{ǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ WΦtΦ DŀǊƴŜǊ 

 

 

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ōŜǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
ōƻƻƪΣ !ƴȅŀΩǎ {ƻƴƎΦ  

¢ƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ƛǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƅƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǊƻŎƪǎΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΦ aŀȅōŜ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΦ IŜǊ ŎƻƳπ
ƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ ǎƻ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΦ IŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муулǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦ  

 {ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎΣ [ŀǳǊŀ aƛƭƭǎ ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ƻƴ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ IŜǊ ƪƛƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴπ
ǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪǎΦ   

¢ǳŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ bŜȄǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ .ƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ-ǎǘƻǊŜ 
ŎƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ [ŀǳǊŀΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ Φ Φ Φ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǎǳŎπ
ŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ōƻƻƪΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƭŜȅ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΦ 

{ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ YǳŘƻǎΣ [ŀǳǊŀ aƛƭƭǎΦ [ƻƻƪπ
ƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻƻƪ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳŜΣ Ƴŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ !ǇǇƭŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ   

¸ŀƘ-ǘƻƻ-ŀƘΗ 
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Roberta L Smith & Michael Raff 

(Nevermore Enterprises) 

Scare Up Some Autographs At CreepIE.Com 2026 
 

Mike and Roberta sold 87 books! Mike Raff and Roberta Smith (Nevermore Enterprises) had 

a booth at the 2026 CreepIE.com horror event at the Ontario Convention Center from January 

30, through February 1.   

Together, they sold a total of 87 books to their ghosts, ghouls, and gremlins customers. 

Mike and Roberta would like to invite you to ñCreepIE.com Aftermath,ò July 10th through 

the 12th, at the Ontario Convention Center. 

For more information, contact Mike at mprseven@aol.com. 
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ƣƣĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШÉċŰШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚĦŸШ

ìƖŔƣĲƖƚШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШ 

ШéŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖќƚШÂĲƖƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲ 
 

by Richard E. McCallum 

 

 

This year marked my third time volunteering at the San Francisco Writers Conference (SFWC), and 

once again it proved to be an energizing and rewarding experience. Before volunteering directly with 

SFWC, I also assisted with California Writers Club book booths for several years, so returning each 

year feels like reconnecting with a creative community that continues to grow and inspire. 

The conference brought together writers, agents, publishers, and industry professionals from 

across the country, creating an environment rich with learning opportunities and meaningful connec-

tions. One of the highlights for me was participating in sessions with literary agents, including the 

Hollywood Session panel, where agents discussed current industry trends, the evolving marketplace, 

and what they look for in new projects. I had the opportunity to meet and speak with four agents and 

am currently following up with them regarding my work. 

Beyond formal sessions, the conference offered countless opportunities for informal networking. 

Conversations in hallways, shared meals, and spontaneous discussions often proved just as valuable 

as scheduled panels. Writers at every stage of their careers gathered to exchange ideas, share experi-

ences, and encourage one anotherða reminder of how supportive the writing community can be. 

As a volunteer, I assisted with conference activities and enjoyed contributing to an event that pro-

vides such important resources for writers. Volunteering offers a unique perspective, allowing partic-

ipants to observe the behind-the-scenes coordination that makes the conference run smoothly while 

also engaging directly with attendees and presenters. 

The energy throughout the conference was contagious. I met many talented writers, attended in-

formative sessions, and connected with professionals dedicated to helping authors succeed. I also 

shared photographs from the event with the conference marketing team, which were later used for 

publicity and social media outreach. 

Events like the San Francisco Writers Conference demonstrate the importance of community, ed-

ucation, and persistence in the writing journey. Whether seeking publication, developing craft, or 

simply finding inspiration, writers benefit greatly from participating in gatherings like SFWC. 

I look forward to returning next year and continuing to support this vibrant community of story-

tellers. 
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February Like-Minded Writers 

and Readers Salon Review 
 

By Jenny Margotta 

 

 

 

 

 

If they held an Olympics for Like-Minded Writers and Readers Salons, Februaryôs 

was another gold medal event. Hosted and presented by Richard Spencer, a full 

house of 13 HDCWC members discussed tension in writing: what tension is, what 

elements are required for tension, where it should be placed in a story, and more. 

After excellent refreshments provided by Richard and Pat (Richard made his fa-

mous chocolate cookies!), Richard read a short story and we were asked to write 

tension into the plot without significantly changing the story and without adding 

another character. It was a challenge that provided many interesting twists. 

Richardôs outstanding handout included a great deal of excellent information 

about tension in writingðtoo much to recap here. But the one most critical thing, 

at least in my opinion, is contained in this simple sentence: At its core, tension lives 

in the space between hope and fear. 

If you have not yet attended one of our salonsðheld the third Wednesday of the 

month from 4-6 p.m. (locations vary)ðI strongly encourage you to reserve a seat 

for one in the near future. Youôll be glad you did. 

The next Like-Minded Writers and Readers Salon is on March 18th. (See the 

separate article in this Inkslinger edition for details.) 
 

 

òAt its core, tension lives in the space between hope and fear.ó 
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Recently, I had the pleasure of being a first-time judge for the 2026 Scholastic competition. 

Reading a variety of written pieces by our nationôs youth was an experience that was not on-

ly entertaining, educational, and meaningful but inspiring, too. 

The three panels I judged were my ideal trifecta of categories. Formally labeled as: criti-

cal analysis essays, personal experience & memoirs, and poetry. Personally regarded as: de-

bate, personal storytelling, and worded artwork. 

As someone who is relatively tech-savvy, I felt the online scoring process was fairly 

straight-forward. The sign-on process required some careful intention but was definitely 

manageable. 

Most submissions I graded were, as expected, appropriate for their age level, which 

ranged from 7th grade through 12th. Some were lacking in technical skills but had either a 

surprisingly strong indication of passion for the subject matter or, at least, dedication for self

-expression and creativity. 

However, a small handful of submissions were exemplary, far exceeding my expecta-

tions, and I was fortunate to have an entry that I was so ecstatic about that I nominated it for 

the American Voices award (the highest award given in the Scholastic competition). That 

particular entry was a gentle reminder that valuable insight can come from any age group. In 

fact, my favorite aspect is how much this entire competition left me inspired! 

Itôs important that we encourage our youth to see the value in writing, and I hope that by 

rewarding the efforts of the top performers, they will be incentivized to continue to write 

and improve their writing skills. Bravo to these young students for being brave enough to 

compete against their peers and welcome criticism from strangers. 

This was an exciting year to participate, and I look forward to judging for the scholastic 

competition again next year. 

 

 

2026 Scholastic 

Competition Judging 

by Alexis Hoehn 
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Membership in Writing Guilds or Alliances 

by Janice Dugle 

 

 

Are you a member of any writing guild or alliance? Have you thought of joining? I decided 

to look at three:  

ðThe Alliance of Independent Authors 

ðThe Writerôs Guild of America West  

ðThe Authorôs Guild 

Each offers resources you may find useful. 

 

The Alliance of Independent Authors is a nonprofit organization. It has three levels of 

membership, ranging in price from $119 to $169 per year. What does membership give you? 

Questions answered from within the alliance. A Member Forum to connect with other mem-

bers. Discounts that vary by membership level. Contacts to bookfairs and festivals. Free 

books and resources to download. Legal and business advice. Rights and licensing services. 

Member magazine and database.  

I found a lot of free resources on its site. It has a YouTube channel to tap into a variety of 

topics. It also provides links to podcast episodes. I recommend checking out all the free re-

sources, even if you donôt think joining would benefit you.   

 

The Writers Guild of the American West is a union that focuses primarily on the enter-

tainment industry. It has requirements to join. It operates on a unit system based on who you 

have written for in the guildôs jurisdiction. You need twenty-four units to join, and then the 

dues are $2,500. Iôm not sure if thatôs a one-time or yearly fee. The guild maintains an Un-

fair list. Members are restricted from working with any of the people or companies on that 

list. 

I personally donôt think this organization would benefit the majority of our members. I 

know itôs not for me. This is the guild recommended by our guest speaker, Marilyn Atlas; 

thatôs why I looked into it. I would say give it a look to see if itôs a fit for you personally.  
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The Authorôs Guild prides itself on being the nationôs oldest and largest professional organi-

zation for published writers. It has varying levels of membership, starting at a student level 

for $35. The Emerging Writer level is $100. All the other levels are listed at $149 per year. 

Most of our club members would be at one of the higher levels. The Authorôs Guild advocates 

on behalf of working writers. It offers legal services. A writerôs community for networking 

and connections. Business liability insurance and discounts. Web services to get your 

webpage up and running. It has a wide variety of educational events. It has regional live chap-

ters in Los Angeles and San Diego. A newsletter you can sign up for without being a member. 

I was able to access so much information from its website. Its webinars are all recorded, 

and you can just replay the ones that meet your needs. I highly recommend looking at the site. 

  

I fell into a rabbit hole looking at all the organizations for writers and authors. I found sev-

en more with just a quick search. A few looked like scam groups. Others werenôt really a 

scam; they just didnôt offer much bang for their asking prices. And a few looked absolutely 

predatory; a ñbuyer bewareò situation if ever there was one. 

 

I plead with you to do due diligence and thoroughly check out any of them before you 

join. Iôm not going to join any at this time; however, I am planning to use all the free re-

sources available to me.  
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On-Topic Speakers 
by Mike Apodaca 

 

I want to recognize our On-Topic Speakers team. They are . . . 

 

Jim Grayson has delivered many speeches to the HDCWC. His three vampire 

novels are a delightful read (and heôs working on number four!). Jim is getting 

ready to publish a novel on Maya mythology called The Feathered Serpent. Jim 

brings wisdom and experience to the table. 

 

Terry Saenz spoke to our club last year about putting together a speech. Terry 

worked for the animal shelter, creatively promoting them and their mission 

throughout the desert. She is the director of the annual Ignite the High Desert 

speech event. Terry adds energy and insight to our group. 

 

Andrea Frost is a genetic anthropologist who loves studying bones and human 

remains. She is also a tech wiz who manages several companiesô cyber security. 

Andrea is a strong speaker with tons of energy and insight. She is already mak-

ing a difference in our club. 

 

It is our mission to make the HDCWC Speakers Bureau the best it can be. We are starting 

from the ground up, redesigning the website and the way we promote our speaking writers.  

If youôre not already part of the speakerôs bureau, this is a good time to join. With speaking 

engagements, you can promote yourself, your brand, and sell your books. And itôs free as one 

of the many benefits of being a member of HDCWC. 

 

The On-Topic group meets every first Wednesday of the month at the 

Apple Valley Library at 5:30 p.m. Please come and join us.  
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Who Creates The Wordsmyth Online Magazine? 
By Mike Apodaca 

 

 

Each quarter, our branch publishes The Wordsmyth, an online magazine (former editions can 

be found on our website at https://www.hdcwc.com/e-magazine-the-wordsmyth.html). We 

have a terrific team of editors and layout artists who help us put together the publication. I 

could not do it alone, believe me. The Wordsmyth team includes:  

 

  

Dacia Williams is a strong member of our team. She has terrific experience in layout and is 

putting together many of our pages. Her enthusiasm is contagious. She has jumped right in. 

 

 

 

Jenny Margotta is our editor extraordinaire. We send all stories, articles, and poems to 

her. She distributes them to the other members of the team. Jenny is also learning the Affinity 

program so that she can create the layouts for some of our pages. 

 

 

 

Anita I. Holmes is our poetry editor. She brings wonderful expertise to the table. Anita not 

only understands poetry, she also has a keen eye for how a poem should be laid out. This 

is a unique skill indeed. 

 

 

Lilli Lenz is an exceptional writer and a competent techie. She is helping us with editing and 

layout. We are thankful for her willingness to help us with this project. 

 

 

 

Any enormous endeavor, like publishing our own magazine, is made manageable when 

many hands pitch in. The strength of our club is that so many of our members have become 

active contributors to its success. Thanks for all you do! 
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Our dear friend, Bob Isbill, who passed away in June 2024, inspired so many here in the High Desert Branch 

of the California Writers Club. In his honor HDCWC established the bi-annual Bob Isbill Perseverance 

Award, to be awarded every two years on even-numbered years.  

Although Bob was legally blind, he did not let that stop him. He traveled, created our speakerôs bureau, 

organized conferences, and gave never-ending support, advice, and encouragement to many in our club. And 

he also kept writingðalbeit at 600x font size. Best of all, no one had a better friend than Bob Isbill. 

The Bob Isbill Award is meant to inspire writers to write true-life stories that will lift us, show persever-

ance to succeed in spite of difficulties, and show us how to make a difference. 

 

Submissions Guidelines: 

 

Submissions must be no more than 4,000 words with the theme of ñOvercoming Adversity.ò This can mean 

achieving despite overwhelming odds, doing something heroic, or making a significant difference in helping 

the author overcome lifeôs challenges. We are looking for powerful stories that will get us up off our couch 

and make us want to be more like Bob Isbill.  

This competition is for prose only and is strictly a contest. We are not looking to publish the submissions 

at this time.  

The submission must either be about you or someone you are deeply involved with (someone in your in-

ner circle). It can be about something you have overcome, that another has suffered that deeply affected you, 

the struggles that you have helped another through, or your struggles that someone helped you to overcome. 

Above all, we are looking for stories that are inspirational. 

Authors may submit a maximum of three submissions.  

Fee:  There will be a $10 fee for each submission. This can be paid on our website through Paypal, by 

check made payable to HDCWC, or with cash given directly to Jenny Margotta. Sheôs at every meeting or 

contact her at jennymargotta@mail.com.  

Dates: The contest begins now. You have until September 1, 2026, to submit a new, fresh story (not one 

that we have seen before or that has been previously published). Send it to Mike Apodaca 

(mrdaca.ma@gmail.com) in Word (DOC/DOCX) format. We will create a blind copy (please let us know if 

your name appears anywhere in the text), which will be impartially judged by independent judges outside our 

branch. We are looking for the best stories. There will be three winners: first place, with a $100 cash prize; 

second place, with a $75 cash prize; and third place, with a $50 cash prize. The winners will also be able to 

put on their resume that they are the winners of the coveted Bob Isbill Award.  

 So, start writing. 

 Sail on. 

 

zÞĝĭÞĢĩĢ ëčĞ ~ĭÑĆóĢĢóčćĢ 

ëčĞ ĩñÞ ʾʼʾ˂ -čÑ PĢÑóāā wÞĞĢÞĹÞĞÅćÓÞ !ĺÅĞØ 
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AI and Amazon e-books 
by Marilyn Ramirez 

 

 

Hey, Fellow Writers, 

I received an email from Kindlepreneur. Amazon has rolled out a new Kindle feature 

h_}}lj !®| Ost® )¢¢|ø 6± }l±® ­l_jl­® ±ºªl ¬²l®±t¢ ® _g¢²± ±sl g¢¢| ±slºĚ­l ­l_jt r _ j 

get AI-generated answers right inside the Kindle app. 

?¢± _ ®l_­hsù  ¢± _ strs}trs±ù  ¢± _ g¢¢|~_­|ù g²± _  l¹ª}_ _±t¢ ø ! j ºl®ù t±Ě® _}Đ

ready live. 

5l­lĚ® ¸s_± t± j¢l®ø 6q _ ­l_jl­ q¢­rl±® ¸s¢ _ hs_­_h±l­ t®ù ¸s_± z²®± s_ªªl ljù ¢­ 

why something matters, they can now just ask. The system answers in its own words, 

­trs± ±sl­l t ®tjl ±sl g¢¢|ø 6± j¢l® Ě± ®l j ±sl~ g_h| ±¢ ±sl ª_rl ¢­ ¬²¢±l ±sl _²±s¢­ø 

6  ¢±sl­ ¸¢­j®ù ±st® t® Ě± _ ­lql­l hl ±¢¢}ø 6±Ě®  ¢± sl}ªt r º¢² qt j ®¢~l±st r º¢² _}Đ

­l_jº ­l_jø 6±Ě® ±l}}t r º¢² ¸s_± t± ±st |® ±s_± ±st r ~l_ ®ø ! j t±Ě® j¢t r ±s_± t ®tjl 

the book, not next to it, not outside it, not as some separate app. 

Os_± ~l_ ® t±Ě® ®s_ªt r s¢¸ ±sl ±l¹± t® ² jl­®±¢¢jù ¸sths t® ¸sº ®¢~l _²±s¢­® _­l 

nervous about it.  

Because there is no opt- out. 

If your book is on Kindle, this feature can explain it, summarize it, and interpret it. 

X¢² j¢ Ě± rl± ±¢ ®ll ±sl _ ®¸l­®ø X¢² h_ Ě± qt¹ ~t®±_|l®ø X¢² j¢ Ě± rl± _ ®_º t  s¢¸ 

your work is framed. 

Os_±Ě® _ gtr ®stq± t  ¸s¢ h¢ ±­¢}® ±sl l¹ªl­tl hl ¢q _ g¢¢|ø 
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Osl !²±s¢­® 4²t}j s_® _}­l_jº ª²®slj g_h| ¢  ±st®ù _ j 6 ±st | ±slºĚ­l ­trs± ±¢ø 

Oslt­ _­r²~l ± t® ª­l±±º ®±­_trs±q¢­¸_­jú ¸sl  º¢² _jj _ }_ºl­ }t|l ±st®ù º¢²Ě·l 

turned the book into a different kind of product. Something closer to an annotated or 

enhanced edition. And that kind of thing normally comes with new rights, new terms, 

and new negotiations. 

None of that happened here. Amazon just turned it on. 

When I first saw this, my reaction was pretty blunt: this should be illegal. 

Copyright exists to give creators some control over how their work is reused, re-

packaged, and reshaped. This puts a machine between the author and the reader, 

­trs± t ®tjl ±sl g¢¢|ø .·l  tq t±Ě® _hh²­_±l Ċ¸sthsù g_®lj ¢  ¢²­ t t±t_} ±l®±®ù t± t®ċù ±sl 

author is no longer the only voice shaping how the book is understood. 

Ost® t® ±sl |t j ¢q ±st r ±s_±ù ¢ hl t± glh¢~l®  ¢­~_}ù j¢l® Ě± ­¢}} g_h|ø 

Explanations turn into summaries. Summaries turn into condensed versions. Con-

densed versions turn into rewrites. And every step puts a little more distance be-

tween the reader and the original work. 

If you want to see how this feature actually behaves, what it looks like, and why 

so many authors are upset about it, we broke it down here: 

   kindlepreneur.com/amazon-ask- this-book/   Welcome to the world of AI. 

Marilyn Ramirez (aka Marilyn King) 
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REMStories Podcast ñ Writers Helping Writers 
Host: REMStories (Richard E. McCallum) 

Guests: Dante & Mr. Roboto 

 

REMStories: Amazon plans to program ñAsk This Bookò into Kindle titles ð with or without a writerôs 
approval. What say you two? 

 

Dante: Last month we talked about platformsðwhere writers post, publish, promote. Now Amazon quietly 
rolled out something new: readers can literally ask the book questions and get AI-generated answers. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Which means I finally get a speaking role inside your novels. 

 

Dante: Thatôs exactly what worries people. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Naturally. Humans get nervous when the footnotes start talking back. 

 

Dante: Some writers think itôs intrusive. Or inaccurate. Or that it might summarize their work badly. Others 
worry about copyrightðlosing control of interpretation. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Classic author fear: ñWhat if someone explains my story wrong?ò 

 

Dante: We labored over every sentence. Now an algorithm answers in three seconds. 
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Mr. Roboto: Counterpoint: readers already ask Google. At least now they stay inside the book. 

 

REMStories: Inkitt does something similar with margin comments. Engagement instead of interruption. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Exactly. Think less ñreplacement author,ò more ñtour guide.ò 

 

Dante: Like a museum plaque. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Or a commentary track. Orðdare I sayðyour own novel. 

 

Dante: Meaning? 

 

Mr. Roboto: REMStories solved this years ago in Satanôs Recruit-
ment of Angelo Raguel. Instead of footnotes, he gave readers Satan. 

 

Dante: That sounds worse. 

 

Mr. Roboto: But effective. Theology, science, historyðSatan ex-
plains it. Debates philosophers. Quotes scholars. Argues with saints. 
A walking ñAsk This Bookò feature with wings. 

 

Dante: So my research notes became a character. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Diegetic scholarship. Stylish. Slightly infernal. 

 

Dante: Editors once warned me footnotes would distract readers. 

 

Mr. Roboto: So you turned them into dialogue. Honestly? Cooler. 
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Dante: Still . . . does AI explaining a book change the relationship between author and reader? 

 

Mr. Roboto: It adds a third chair. 

 

Dante: Third chair? 

 

Mr. Roboto: Author. Reader. Interpreter. 

 

Dante: And youôre the interpreter. 

 

Mr. Roboto: I prefer ñover-caffeinated docent.ò 

 

Dante: Of course you do. 

 

REMStories: If the storyôs strong, questions deepen engagement. Curiosity isnôt the enemy. Silence is. 

 

Dante: So, youôre not replacing the storyteller. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Relax. I just whisper, ñHey, Augustine really said that,ò while you take the credit. 

 

Dante: Deal. 

 

Mr. Roboto: Besides, if readers ask me about Satanôs motives . . .  

 

Dante: What will you tell them? 

 

Mr. Roboto: ñAsk him yourself. Heôs been arguing with humanity since the Big Bang.ò 

 

Dante: See you next month, folks. Keep writing. 

 

Mr. Roboto: And donôt fear the footnotes. Sometimes they just grow horns. 

IƛƎƘ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ /²/           tŀƎŜ нф 



 

 

 ŸƣĲƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШũŔĤƖċƖŔċŰШ 
by Janice Dugle 

 

 

 

 

I curled up on a cold day and started an adventure I was not ready for.  

Alex is just an ordinary teenager in Willowbrook. Going to high school, hanging out 

with his best friend, Connor, and getting ready to drive. Alex giving his cleanest dirty shirt 

the sniff test had me smiling at the thought of every teenage boy everywhere.  

In Godsend: A Hero is Called, Mike Apodaca has captured the spirit of the American 

teenager. Harry Potter for the Christian audience. Godsend begins with a nightmare, and 

that is putting it mildly.  

A book that grabs you and takes you places. To quote the good doctor, Dr. Seuss, ñOh, 

the places youôll go.ò  Kingman High School appears to be just any high school anywhere. 

Lurking right in front of you, yet invisible, is another dimension full of what makes a night-

mare. 

Alex is called to be a warrior. He is aided and trained by Sariel, his very own guardian 

angel. I was on pins and needles to see if he was up for the challenge. Would Alex fulfill his 

calling? Would Alex fail and let all of humanity down?  

I donôt want to give any more of the book away, but I will tell you that it is fast-paced 

and packed full to the brim with excitement and anticipation. I found myself putting off 

moving so I could read just one more chapter. I had to know what would happen next.  

What a rare gift. A book that is challenging for a young reader and still has appropriate 

subject matter. That alone is a small miracle these days.  

 

This book is a perfect way to spend some quality time. Either reading 

out loud with your child or quietly to your own inner child. Pick up God-

send and have an adventure you wonôt want to end. Luckily, there are six 

books in this series to keep you enthralled. It would make a great gift too. 

Enjoy.  
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SPOILERS are ahead regarding my novel, Death and Duty, so this is fair warning to 
people planning to read it (if any). Iôm not giving away everything, though. 
 
Solar neutrinos are real, and fascinating. I first learned about this phenomenon of nature 
from an astronomy book I was issued for a class at West Point about 50 years ago. In a 
chapter about the sun, an interesting experiment by physicist Raymond Davis was de-
scribed. Dr. Davis was trying to prove the existence of neutrinos, particles theorized to be 
created by nuclear fusion at the sunôs core. The problem was that, although countless neu-
trinos were thought to be created every second, the energetic particles interacted with mat-
ter only very, very rarely, and normally zipped through everything, including the entire bulk 
of the earth, without striking or disrupting any other atoms. I have no idea how this is possi-
ble, and the fact still astounds me. 
 
So how does someone prove the existence of something that doesnôt interact with any-
thing? By a rare exception. Dr. Davis theorized (through some process I am entirely igno-
rant of) that once in a great while, a neutrino will strike a chlorine atom and create an iso-
tope of argon. His experiment was to place a 100,000-gallon tank of cleaning fluid 
(essentially chlorine) thousands of feet underground in a South Dakota gold mine (to shield 
it from all other cosmic interference) and start counting neutrino interactions. The section on 
Davis in that 1975 book, however, ends on a down note: ñSo far the experiment has failed 
to identify any solar neutrinos.ò  
 
Fortunately, there is a happy ending. Davis persevered with the Homestake Experiment, 
and it saw success in the late ó70s, yielding proof of the existence of solar neutrinos, which 
was huge news in scientific circles. Dr. Raymond Davis was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics for his work on neutrinos in 2002. 
 
My sense of wonder regarding neutrinos is best illustrated by something published after I 
completed my novel. On the August 2001 cover of Discover magazine, next to the title of 
the lead article, ñThe Unbearably Unstoppable Neutrino,ò is an outline of a hand, with the 
following instructions: ñ1) Place Hand Here; 2) Count to Three; 3) Imagine at least 1,500 tril-
lion neutrinos just passed through your palm.ò That still wows me. 

WRITING INSPIRATION 
 

By Byron Ward 

The sunôs core is where nuclear fusion takes 

place, creating solar neutrinos.  
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Thatôs the ñrealò part; now comes the fiction. Over the years, my fascination with solar neu-
trinos never waned, nor did an entirely separate urge to write a novel, ñsomeday.ò Around 
1992, the two notions merged into an outline that I thought might make a good thriller, in 
which my fictional neutrinos not only alter chlorine atoms, but also neutralize the effective-
ness of the molecules of an obscure cardiovascular enzyme necessary to keep a 
mammalôs heart pumping. Since neutrino interactions with molecules are extremely rare, 
however, a person would have to be exposed to a concentration of particles thousands of 
times greater than normal to be affected at all, and tens of thousands of times greater to 
suffer death. 
 
Diverting solar neutrinos and focusing them into a beam of particles dense enough to be 
lethal turns out to be a vastly complicated and extremely expensive undertaking, but that 
does not stop a secret, hawkish government cabal that sees utility in a weapon that can be 
fired straight through the earth and eliminate, by an undetectable means, any person on 
the planet, no matter how well protected. So an enormous, intricate particle beam weapon 
is clandestinely constructed on a military base. A device so large and complex requires 
testing, so a few disreputable subjects are chosen, one of whom is a semi-retired mobster 
living in Sunnyside, a fictional New York City suburb. 
 
Enter Joe Hanlon, a young detective with the Sunnyside Police Department, who, while 
driving to work one morning, spots two armed men next to several unfamiliar vehicles in 
the mobsterôs driveway. Hanlon stops to investigate, and quickly finds himself in hot water 
for interfering in a federal investigation, the details of which are contradictory and more 
than a little suspicious. Over the next few chapters, he uncovers more questions than an-
swers as his situation devolves. In quick order, he is reprimanded, fired, then finds himself 
on the run after being framed for murder.  
 
Hanlonôs week-long path to vindication and revelation takes him through five states and in-
to encounters with mobsters, doctors, lawyers, physicists, FBI agents, B-2 stealth bomber 
pilots, and the Secretary of Defense. He also has two love interests, a current girlfriend, 
and an old love who reemerges from a 
problematic past.  
 
And thatôs how one page in a 1970s as-

tronomy book inspired me to spend 

about 3,000 hours researching, writing, 

and revising Death and Duty. What has 

inspired you? 

  

Diagram of the Homestake 
experiment set-up. 

IƛƎƘ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ /²/           tŀƎŜ он 


