
  

December 2025 

Our December meeting is going to be a blast. We are starting at 10:00. Herbie Pila-

to sharing with us about his Christmas books. 

After Herbie, we will clean up and go to Byron and Marie Wardôs home in Spring 

Valley Lake. We will have maps to give you at the meeting. Please come. 

Then we will eat food from El Pollo Loco and enjoy each otherôs company. We 

will end the morning with a gift exchange. Please honor the twenty-five dollar lim-

it on the gift you bring. A good gift might be one or two books you wrote. Every-

one who brings a gift will be able to take one home. Come to celebrate! 
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Ho Ho Hone it Down 
 

 When I was a kid we used to watch the Charlie Brown Christmas special. Even back 
then, Charles Shultz tried to send us all a 
message about Christmasðit is not about the 

presents, commercialism, and trappings 
(which seem to grow every year). The stress 
we feel around the season (a time when sui-
cides soar) comes in part because of raised 
expectations. Each year we feel pressured to 

add more to our Christmasðmore lights, 
yard decorations, nutcrackers, Christmas 
movies, etc. etc. etc. 

 I think we all need to take a breath.  

 We need to get in touch with what this 
holiday season means to us. Whatever your 
belief system, that needs to move to the front 
burner (as it did in the Charlie Brown spe-

cial).  

 Once we get centered, we can add 

whatever holiday trappings we wish, but not 
because of pressure we feel from those trying 
to make a buck off of us.  

 Finally, letôs keep in sight the im-
portance of connecting with family and 
friends during the holidays. Meals together, 

cards, phone calls, and lots of hugs remind us 
that we truly are connected. 

 On that note, I wish you all a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, a blessed Kwanza, 
and just a festive, joyous time if you donôt celebrate any of these. Letôs all take a breath and 
make this a meaningful time for all. 



 

By Mike Apodaca 

 

I look at our branch of the California Writers Club as a living organism. A few 

years ago, I created an organizational chart showing all the things our club had 

been involved in. Some of the things here have been put on the shelf, but most are 

still alive.  

It is surprising to me how much we have grown in the last few years. We have put 

more of an emphasis on our relationships and added new meetings. Best of all, 

many of our members have stepped up and are involved in the work of the club. 

Many small things add up to big things. Thanks to all who pitch in and make our 

club healthy and productive. 



 

     ðBy Michael Raff 

 

 

The Christopher Little Literary Agency agreed to represent Rowling once she completed 

Harry Potter and the Philosopherôs Stone. The agency submitted the manuscript to twelve 

different publishers, all of whom rejected it. Bloomsbury Publishing finally bought the 

rights. Barry Cunningham, the head of the childrenôs literature department at Bloomsbury, 

told Rowling, ñYouôll never make any money out of childrenôs books.ò However, she won 

a writerôs grant from the Scottish Arts Council to help her write a sequel. In the United 

States, the rights to her book were purchased by the Scholastic Corporation. They wanted 

Rowling to change the book title from Harry Potter and the Philosopherôs Stone to Harry 

Potter and the School of Magic. A compromise was reached, and the US title became Har-

ry Potter and the Sorcererôs Stone, which went on to become a New York Times bestseller. 

The Harry Potter series became more popular as it continued, many of the books sell-

ing over a million copies the very first day they were released. Published in July 2007, 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows was the last book in the series.  

Rowling was labeled as a ñpenniless divorcee hitting the jackpot.ò Also, several differ-

ent groups voiced complaints about the bookôs portrayal of the occult and gender roles. As 

it turned out, both these issues only enhanced her profile. 

In 1999, Warner Bros. purchased the film rights to the first two books for an estimated 

one million dollars. Rowling insisted that the studio could only produce Harry Potter films 

based on her work and that she would retain the right to final script approval. Rowling co-

wrote the scripts, which kept to the plots of her books. 

In 2001, Rowling married Neil Murray. The couple was hounded by the press and 

sought to find a home with privacy. They purchased Killiechassie House in Perthshire, 

Scotland. In 2003, their son, Gordon Rowling Murray, was born. 

Forbes magazine named Rowling ñthe first billion-dollar author,ò which she frequently 

denied. By 2020, she owned a home in Kensington, England, and a second home in Edin-

ÑņħЋ~ŭƏƘЋ[ĀŤŭƝƏЋìƋŉƘħƋƏЋŭľЋĀŞŞЋÑŉŤħ 

sМЋuМЋÅŭƲŞŉťĿЋбЋÂĀƋƘЋΊ 



 After Harry Potter, Rowling wrote her first adult book in 2012, The Casual Vacancy, a 

fictional black comedy about 19th-century village life. The book was adapted into a miniseries 

by HBO and the BBC. 

Under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, Rowling wrote and published The Cuckooôs 

Calling. After her identity had been revealed, sales of the book skyrocketed.           

In 2011, Rowling launched Pottermore, an e-book publisher and interactive content por-

tal, where she published articles about the world of Harry Potter. Today, it operates under the 

name HarryPotter.com. With writer Jack Thorne and director John Tiffany, Rowling collabo-

rated on the stage play ñHarry Potter and the Cursed Child,ò about Harryôs son, Albus, and his 

adventures at Hogwarts. 

During the COVID-19 lockdown, Rowling returned to writing childrenôs books and re-

leased free online The Ickabog, which was also published in the US. The profits were donated 

to COVID-19 relief charities. In 2021, Rowling published The Christmas Pig, the adventures 

of a boy losing his stuffed animal pig and exploring the Land of the Lost to find it. 

 

Fun Facts about J. K. Rowling: 

With Rowling as executive producer, The Harry Potter television series will premiere in 

2026. It will span ten years and will feature a season dedicated to each of the seven 

Harry Potter novels. 

 

Rowling named Jessica Mitford, a 19-year-old who fought in the Spanish Civil War, as her 

greatest influence. Jane Austen is her favorite author. 

 

While writing Harry Potter and the Philosopherôs Stone, Rowlingôs mother died. 

Throughout the series, death remained a significant theme. She has described Harry 

Potter as, ñThe prism through which I view death.ò 

 

The Harry Potter series dominated the bestseller lists, began an international 

franchise, has been translated into 84 languages, and has sold more than 

600 million copies. 

 

Between the years of 2005 and 2025, Rowlingôs charitable donations have 



 

 

 

 

 

! *qªr«®{]« M®~fyr|p o~ª 
Vªr®jª« 
By Jenny Margotta 

 

 

 

 

My family never did Christmas stockings, but when I started a family, I made elegantly trimmed or 

embroidered stockings and spent hours filling them with everything imaginable. Hershey bars, 

Lifesavers, and oranges, of course, but I also included unusual items handpicked for each recipient: 

miniature, 25-piece puzzles, unique pens or pencils, carry-with-you toys and games, combs, nail 

clippers, barrettes, and more. All wrapped and often beribboned. 

I no longer have ñbloodò family, but I do have my ñwritersò family, so this year I thought Iôd 

give all of you a digital Christmas stocking of ideas, tips, unusual words, and other writing- and 

reading-themed ñstuffers.ò Close your eyes and imagine unwrapping each of them.  

 

Epigraph: A quoted passage before the start of a book, section, or chapter. It serves various pur-

poses, such as setting the tone or theme of the text to come.  

 

Prosopagnosia: the failure of any person to recognize the face of any other person, however re-

cently the aforementioned persons may have mingled in each otherôs company. 

--Smallôs Enlarged English Dictionary 

13th edition, 1806 

 

Oxford Comma, anyone? ñCMOS (17th ed.) ñstrongly recommends [the] . . . usage of the Oxford 

comma. However, many feel it is unnecessary. For example, in the phrase ñFrench, German, Italian 

and Spanish,ò the two commas take the place of ñand,ò and no comma is necessary after ñItalian,ò 

because, with òand,ò the comma serves no practical purpose. CMOS argues that a final comma may 

sometimes be needed to avoid any ambiguity, so it should be used consistently for the sake of uni-

formity. There are exceptions: in the case of a compound item containing ñandòðsuch as ñpeanut 

butter and jellyòðas the last in a list, the Oxford comma is placed before the ñandò prior to 

ñpeanut butter and jelly,ò but there is no comma within the phrase ñpeanut butter and jelly.ò  



Otiose: serving no practical purpose or result. ñThere were occasions when I felt my efforts were ra-

ther otiose." 

 

Unlucky 13: The Turks so dislike the number that the word is almost expunged from their vocabu-

lary. The Italians never use it to make up the numbers of their lotteries. In Paris, no house bears that 

number. (Brewerôs Dictionary of Phrase and Fable).  

The number 13 is considered unlucky due to a combination of historical, cultural, and religious 

beliefs, including associations with betrayal and chaos in mythology. The number 13 is deeply inter-

twined with the Knights Templarôs destruction, which occurred on Friday, October 13, 1307.  

 

ñThere was never a scandalous tale without some foundation.ò 

~Richard Brinsley Sheridan, The School for Scandal 

 

ñJust as ink flows from the pen to mark the paper, a bit of the writerôs self is left with every word that 

is written.ò 

            ~Me 

 

On writing your next book: ñOnce youôve started, youôre halfway there.ò (Latin proverb) 

 

Proper Use of ñmyself.ò If you cannot replace ñmyselfò with ñpersonally,ò (even by restructuring 

the sentence), then the use of ñmyselfò is wrong. 

CORRECT: I washed the dishes all by myself.  REWRITE: I, personally, washed all the dishes. 

INCORRECT: The teacher called upon Robert, Carol, and myself to read. REWRITE: The 

teacher called upon Robert, Carol, and personally to read. Nope, doesnôt work. 

 

Proper Use of ñfartherò or ñfurther.ò When deciding if itôs ñfartherò or ñfurther,ò if you cannot 

insert (or exchange ñfartherò for) ñinches,ò ñmiles,ò or other measurement in the sentence, then 

ñfartherò is incorrect.  (ñFartherò refers to physical distances; ñfurtherò to mental/or emotional meas-

urements.) 

CORRECT: How much farther is it? REWRITE: How many more miles is it? 

INCORRECT: Letôs think farther about this idea. REWRITE: Letôs think inches about this idea. 

Nope, doesnôt work.  

 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, in The House of Seven Gables, wrote ñLife, within doors, has few pleasanter 

prospects than a neatly arranged and well-provisioned breakfast table.ò 

The bow around my Christmas stocking to you this year is a paraphrase of the illustrious Haw-

thorne. ñLife, within doors, has few pleasanter prospects than neatly arranged and well-provisioned 

bookshelves.ò 

 

Happy Holidays to All 

 

Jenny 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITERS ARE READERS 

12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos by Jordan B. Peterson 

Reviewed by Mary Langer Thompson 

 

Jordan B. Peterson is a renowned lecturer, writer, and a professor of psychology at the Uni-

versity of Toronto. He has taught mythology to lawyers and doctors and consulted for the 

UN Secretary General. He has published over a hundred scientific papers. His Maps of 

Meaning ñrevolutionized the psychology of religion.ò I first learned of him from a friend and 

watched several of his YouTube videos. He writes brilliantly and entertainingly and makes 

his readers think.  

Why write about rules, something people donôt usually seek? Because, Dr. Norman 

Doidge writes in the Foreword, ñ. . . without rules we quickly become slaves to our pas-

sions.ò Good teachers begin a new year with rules, whether imposed or written with the stu-

dents. Doidge adds, ñ. . . for an egghead, Peterson was extremely practical.ò Also, Peterson 

is a lover of literature, and often quotes from great books and authors such as Nietzsche, 

Dostoevsky, and Solzhenitsyn. 

Peterson believes young people hunger for rules. One reason is that they are confused 

after years of being taught that morality is relative or that there is no absolute right or wrong 

in anything.  

   



  

 

 

So what are some of his twelve rules? I wonôt give them all away, only three. He waxes 

philosophical on each one in its own chapter. The first rule is ñStand up straight with your 

shoulders back.ò One doesnôt expect a dissertation on wrens and lobsters and seeking of terri-

tory, status and position, or brain chemistry, but thatôs what the reader gets. Peterson explains 

why we need to tend to our posture. It involves not being afraid and speaking our minds.  

If you want advice on parenting, youôll want to read about Rule 5: ñDo not let your chil-

dren do anything that makes you dislike them.ò Peterson argues that children, and all human 

beings, cannot be left to their own devices. Modern parents too often want to be their chil-

drenôs friend, but ña child will have many friends, but only two parents.ò That doesnôt mean 

that we should pile on rules. Limit them then figure out what to do when one of them gets 

broken. If you need some examples, Peterson has suggestions. Read his views on spanking. 

 The final rule is my favorite: ñPet a cat when you encounter one on the street.ò Peterson 

is anything but Pollyannaish, so read to find out why he says this. (Hint: it has something to 

do with appreciating ñthe wonder of being.ò). By the way, you could pet a dog. 

Other rules involve speech, listening, and caring for yourself. Peterson is brutally honest 

about the difficulties of life, including his own. He gives examples from personal experience 

and from contemporary and classic literature.  

After reading, youôll want to pass this book on to a friend, preferably a deep thinker, and dis-

cuss it with them later. 12 Rules for Life, a multi-million bestseller, is available on Amazon 

and comes in paperback. 

 

 



 

{ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aŜȅŜǊ-5ŀƭȊŜƭƭ 

Secretary for the HDCWC. I am a native CA, as were both of my parents.  I was raised in Vic-

torville. I remember when Victorville was a small town of 5,000 people. Apple Valley was  a 

population of 500 people. Hesperia was similar. My roots were actually in Oro Grande, where 

my dad owned a grocery store/gas station, which is no longer there. After school and in the 

summers you would find me working out there at the Motor Inn, stocking shelves, pumping 

gas, cleaning windshields, and checking oil. My husband and I live in Apple Valley now, in the 

Solera/Del Webb community, and I am retired after a long career as a Realtor. I enjoy reading, 

and I have written some poetry and essays. Although I seem to have no desire to write a book, I 

will continue to write about some of the wild and horrible bank foreclosure years that I experi-

enced in my real estate days. Who knows, maybe that will turn into a book.   



 

In the CWC Policies and Procedures it states: 

XXVIII. FAIRNESS AND DIVERSITY As writers, we recognize the immense and storied power of 

the written word to inspire or crush, save or destroy, enrich or mislead, and to contribute to the ad-

vancement of peace and understanding. However, past inequities have served to exclude or limit the 

voices of certain segments of our society, a practice which has deprived our world of valuable per-

spectives. Therefore, we encourage individual branches to honor and promote diversity, equity, and 

inclusion through any means by which they interact with their members and communities, including 

but not limited to programming, publications, board representation, and outreach. 

 

 

In the spirit of this statement, our branch has chosen to establish subgroups for different segments of 

the literary community. One such subgroup is the Poemsmiths that meets to help our members under-

stand the craft of poetry as well as helping them find outlets for publication. We also have the Chris-

tian Subgroup, which helps members of that community stay true to their audience and their unique 

publishing needs.  

 

We are starting two new subgroups in the HDCWCðthe Spanish Writing Subgroup and the LGBTQ+ 

Subgroup. These are two groups who have very specific audiences, agents, and publishing houses. 

Please help us in this endeavor. If you know anyone in these communities who aspires to write and be 

published please contact . . .  

 

For the Hispanic Subgroup: 

Elizabeth Aguilar 

(mselizabethaguilarlopez@gmail.com) 

 

For the LBGTQ+ Subgroup: 

Janet Fletcher (lizziedrums@gmail.com)  

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Not Tribalism, Inequity, and Exclusion 

By Mike Apodaca 

mailto:mselizabethaguilarlopez@gmail.com
mailto:lizziedrums@gmail.com


  

Growing?  

There are exciting things happening behind the scenes. Our branch of the CWC 

has been meeting with Mike Brewer, Scott Johnson, and a group of writers in the 

local mountains (Arrowhead, Crestline, etc.), encouraging them to begin their 

own branch of the CWC. The meetings have been very encouraging. We have 

found a meeting place and will begin public meetings in the next months. We will 

be meeting at the LA Community Presbyterian Church. Our hope is that these 

meetings will blossom into a stable core of members, and that in the spring the 

mountain group will petition the CWC for branch status. This will be the first 

new branch in the CWC in ten years.  

Another win for HDCWC.  

ACT II:  

No ACT II Meeting for 

December 

Growing?  

Growing?  



 

The Missing Links 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86915707527?pwd=bAG8ZimERACfReR5mQyB7WpPmj1JzW.1
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/87834851042?pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05ZwCzUagNrMa0GP.1
https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/87834851042?pwd=g8SVJOYXmBYdwf05ZwCzUagNrMa0GP.1


 

Salon 1: The Shape of Stories 

Eleven is the Happiest Number  

I was so happy to see that we had eleven participants in both of our 

salons in November. That is excellent. Both meetings were terrific. 

Salon 2: Like -Minded Writers and Readers  
We celebrated 

Janiceôs birthday. 

Thirteen, if 

you count the 

puppies 
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       by Mary Langer Thompson 

 

November is Native American Heritage Month and Poemsmiths commemorated Native 

American poets. Each of us brought a poem or bio of a Native American poet to our bi-

monthly critique group. New member Lynne Green brought a poem, ñStar Quilt,ò by Rob-

erta J. Hill. It begins, ñThese are notes to lightning in my bedroom.ò Hill was born in the 

Oneida Nation of Wisconsin. Her maternal grandmother, Lillie Rosa Minoka Hill, was a 

Mohawk who was the second Native American woman to earn a medical degree in the U.S. 

She says, ñI think language truly is how we become who we are.ò Hill is poet, fiction writ-

er, essayist, and Professor of English and American Indian Studies. 

Anita I Holmes brought ñA Land Acknowledgement for the Munsee and Lenape 

Landsò by Denise Low, Kansas Poet Laureate, 2007-09. Low is a founding member of the 

Indigenous Nations Poets and a professor. The Lenape are also known as the Delaware In-

dians and are one of the oldest tribes. They were forced to move west in the 1700s by Euro-

pean settlers. Her poem begins with the words ñBlood redò and ends acknowledging ñwith 

respectò living Lenape and Munsee people.  

Robert Keith Young brought an anthology that included Linda Hogan and her poetry 

about living in two different worlds. Robert took a Native American Literature class and 

learned about Hogan, a professor from the University of Colorado and a former faculty 

member at the Indian Arts Institute, plus a Pulitzer Finalist and a Writer in Residence for 

the Chickasaw Nation.  

Frank Valdez contributed Harperôs Anthology of 20th Century Native American Poetry, 

edited by Duane Niatum.   



 

 

 

I have been a fan of poet Joy Harjo, the 

first Native American Poet Laureate of the 

United States, 2019-2022. Harjo is an en-

rolled member of the Muscogee (Creek) Na-

tion. She was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on 

May 9, 1951. I read from her latest book, 

Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings, a poem 

read by a friend on Instagram, ñFor Calling 

the Spirit Back from Wandering the Earth in 

Its Human Feet.ò Her poetry is very accessi-

ble, the first line reading, ñPut down that bag 

of potato chips, that white bread, that bottle 

of pop . . .ò I look forward to reading the rest 

of the poems in this book. She says, ñIf my 

work does nothing else when I get to the end 

of my life, I want Native peoples to be seen 

as human beings.ò  

There are too many poets and Native 

Americans to count. If you are interested in 

reading more Native American writers, con-

sider the anthology above and writers Sher-

man Alexie, Ticasuk Brown (Alaskan poet), 

Santee Frazier (Cherokee), Kimberly Plaeser, 

Diane Glancy, Ofelia Zepeda, Adrian Clouis, 

or Cheryl Savageau. And donôt forget our 

own Mary Ruth Hughes who wrote Tisho-

mingo, about the people of the Chickasaw 

Nation in the late 1890s.  

If interested in celebrating Native Amer-

ican Heritage Month more fully in November 

2026, email me at mh_thompson@hotmail.com.  

 

 

Graphic and photos courtesy of Wikipedia 
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What better way is there to ring out 2025, 

than to highlight some of the successes of 

our branchôs talented and busy writers. 

Thanks to Mary Langer Thompson for sug-

gesting we invite our members to share their 

accomplishments throughout the year. The 

individual submissions may have been edit-

ed for clarity and brevity. 

 

ñI published a children's book: Once a Caterpil-

lar, Always a Butterfly.ò ï Mike Apodaca 

 

ñI re-released The Rise of Colin Duncan and wrapped up a successful Kickstarter campaign celebrating the book. Then 

I followed it up by publishing the sequel, The Legend of Julie Gordon.ò ï Richard Spencer 

 

ñStarted the Wordsymth online magazine. Resurrected Barstow Citizens as an online newspaper and wrote daily articles 

about the good in Barstow. Currently authoring a book about the high school's championship football team.ò ï John 

Garner 

 

ñIôve just planted the first seeds on my Substack. Come and join me as recipes, spells, poetry, dreams, and feral whis-

pers from the caldron take root in the rich soil of magic and wonder. https://substack.com/@cjberryedensgoddesses?

utm_source=share&utm_medium=android&r=5cu1fhò ï CJ Berry 

 

ñIn late March, I decided to take 6 months and attempt actually to write something, anything.  Since then, I have com-

pleted 4 novels, two of which will NEVER be seen, and published one novel with the second in the series at the pub-

lisher's. My first Novel, Sandra Lynn: Beginnings, was published 11/13/2025 and is available on Amazon.ò ï Janet 

Elizabeth 

 

 ñI've had good sales on my contemplative photography journal Serene Moments: Capturing Peace Through Words and 

Images.ò ï Joan Rudder-Ward 

 

ñPublished in several (7) anthologies in 2025 and published a chapbook with Four Feathers Press.  Hosted Womenôs 

History Month (First Ladies) and assisted with Hispanic Heritage Month and presented at Swim on ñThe Legacy Po-

emò; Hosted Poetry Month club meeting; was interviewed on U-Tube by Armando Sanchez on AI. Forthcoming by end 

of year: From Silence to Speech: Women of the Bible Speak Out.ò  ï Mary Langer Thompson 

 

"Joining a critique group has been my biggest success this year. The benefits are tremendous." ï Laura Mills 

HDCWC Members  

Share Accomplishments 

https://substack.com/@cjberryedensgoddesses?utm_source=share&utm_medium=android&r=5cu1fh
https://substack.com/@cjberryedensgoddesses?utm_source=share&utm_medium=android&r=5cu1fh


 

 

 

ñInterviewed for The Pulse for January, February, and April. Was the Featured Speaker at a church Womenôs Lunch-

eon: A Mother/Daughter Conversation with Mary Langer Thompson Lujan; published in Wordsmyth, Anything Goes, 

and will be in the forthcoming From Silence to Speech: Women of the Bible Speak Out.ò ï June Langer 

 

ñStarting my YA poetry novel, Extraordinary, and completing Parts 1 & 2, having my two-part article published in 

the Inkslinger, and collaborating as a lyricist with a very talented young singer/musician.ò ï Barbara Marrs 

 

ñNew published story. Mohahve Historical Society asked me to offer a true story: Rowdy the Raven. It's now available 

in its 7th edition. And be sure to enjoy my guest appearance right here as a 25-year research journey from yard sale to 

Palm Springs Art Museum gets me big bucks.ò ï Rusty LaGrange 

 

 ñDevelopment of speech presentations for my Toastmaster clubs of which for the Entrepreneurial club I was able to 

host as Toastmaster and introduce the Toastmaster World Champion of Public Speaking of 2024; Luisa Montalvo.ò ï 

Ray Robles 

 

ñMy short story "Best in Grave" was accepted by Dragon Soul Press and published in its November anthology "Poisons 

& Potions."   My short play, a ten-minute one act, "In His Shoes" was accepted and performed by Off the Page Readers 

Theatre as one of ñSix Winning Plays 2025." ï Roberta Smith 

 

ñAlthough this has been a challenging year, my writing has provided some rays of sunshine. Several of my poems have 

been published in different magazines and anthologies. Also helping me through 2025, I wrote poetry about devastating 

loss, along with deepening friendships with several members of our Writers Club. For this I'll always be grateful.ò ï 

Lorelei Kay 

 

ñPublished three stories in HDCWC Anything Goes: VideoNauts, Elegant Demon, and Goodbye God, Moving to Boul-

der. Three contributions to the Inkslinger, two stories in the WordSmyth; one story in Ink Spot (Napa). Pending, 

Dream Twice accepted by the editor for RWCWC MoonShadow Anthology (awaiting final announcement).ò ï Richard 

McCallum 

 



 

 

Coming up soon! 

The Annual  Christmas Salon 
3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÅɂ7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρπ 

 

%ÌÖÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎÓȦ  
2ÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÔ ÁÔ ,ÏÒÅÌÅÉ+ÁÙχͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

 

òA salon is a gathering of people under the roof of an inspiring host, 
held partly to amuse one another and partly to refine the taste and increase 

 the knowledge of the participants through conversation.ó 
 
 

 
Must be a Writers Club member to attend 

Limited to 12 members 
 

HO HO HO ï Plan Now to Come and share the fun! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Whatôs Way Better than Fruitcake?* 
The Tuesday Writersô Salon! 
December 16, 2025, 1 PM 

 
Come investigate how black-out writing, paint chips, colored marker 
pens, and refrigerator poetry can challenge, boost, and improve your 
writing and creativity.  
 
Worn dictionaries, 
ubiquitous condensed books, 
tattered magazines? 
 
When life gives you words, 
find your voice and write something: 
Thereôs fun to be had. 

 
 
Location: Anitaôs home in Apple Valley. 
Rigo and Bellina will be cohosting, and there will be refreshments.  
Questions? Want to RSVP?  
Contact Anita at pennedbyanita@outlook.com  
 
*(Even if youôre a big fan of fruitcake, itôs still better.) 

mailto:pennedbyanita@outlook.com


 

Chapter Recognizes 2025 Anthology Winners  

by Cindy Frye 

 

A man named Quran enjoying a warm soak at 24-Hour Fitness. The summer of 2142, off the south-

ern coast of the former California territory. The rotting peduncle pickup truck hidden in the woods. 

An old journal that claims magic is real. These are just a hint of the prose and poetry winners from 

this yearôs HDCWC Anthology VIII, Anything Goes. 

 At its November meeting, the branch congratulated the winners from this yearôs anthology, 

where 49 entries were judged by a three-member independent panel of professionals who had the 

difficult task of selecting the following submissions: 

 

For Proseð 

1st Place: Rescue and Recovery, by Anita I Homes 

2nd Place: Pulse: Chapter 1, by Trevor Thyden 

3rd Place: The Governing Body of Literary Creations, by 

J Margotta-Ferrara 

Honorable Mention: To Bury a Ghost, by Andrea Frost 

 

For Poetryð 

1st Place: Family Portrait, by Linda Jean Boruff 

2nd Place: My Name is Quran, by Lorelei Kay 

3rd Place: The Mystery of Peduncle, by Meera Maheswaran 

Honorable Mention: The Web Connection, by Lorelei Kay 

 

Congratulations to our winners, and to all of our talented authors who shared their outstand-

ing work in this yearôs publication. Please consider submitting your stories or poems for the 

next HDCWC Anthology in 2027!Ш 



 

To order a copy 

of the 2025 An-

thology, use the 

included QR 

code or go to 

���/�#�<�1�0�•�5���5�'�#�4�%�*��
bar and type in 

High Desert 

Branch Califor-

nia Writers 

Club. The paper-

back book is 

$16.99. Enjoy!  

 


