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  SEPT. 2014 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

  Using All Your Resources Promotes Success 

Aaron Gansky, son of Alton Gansky, who 
spoke at our conference in 2010, has been 
invited to speak to us on character develop-
ment.  

Aaron D. Gansky completed his M.F.A pro-
gram at the prestigious Antioch University of 
Los Angeles. He is the author of An Affair to 
Forget (available on Amazon Marketplace), 
Firsts in Fiction: First lines, The Bargain, and 
Write to be Heard (with Diane Sherlock). He 
currently teaches High School English and 
Creative Writing in California.  

Be sure to invite your fledgling writer friends 

to our regularly scheduled meeting, Septem-

ber 13th, 10am at the Apple Valley Library. 

Gansky to Speak Sept. 13 

At HDCWC Meeting 

Continued on Page 3 

Improve your writing! 

If you would rate yourself as a C+ writer, 

you don’t have to stay at that level. Im-

prove your writing. Enhance your skills. 

Grow into an “A” level writer. 

     When John Steinbeck published his 

first novel, Cup of Gold, in 1929, he left 

no clues that in a decade he would be 

capable of writing his Pulitzer Prize win-

ning novel, The Grapes of Wrath. Robert 

DeMott, in his introduction to the Pen-

guin Books publication (1992) writes, 

“What transpired in those ten years is as 

arresting an example of determined, self-

willed artistic growth as we have seen in 

American letters, for in the nine volumes 

of prose (mostly fiction) he produced in 

the 1930s, Steinbeck simply got stronger 

and stronger as a novelist.” 

     So should we all. Writers who respect 

the craft and take it seriously want to 

improve. The keynote speaker at our 

2013 Howling at the Moon Conference, 

James Scott Bell, is an excellent writer of 

both fiction and nonfiction. He makes his 

living as an author and his books are eve-

rywhere, yet every day, he strives to im-

prove his writing. Many of his nonfiction 

books contain exercises, strategies, and 

wisdom on improving as a writer. 

     As a member of the High Desert 

Branch of the California Writers Club, if 

you want to improve your writing, op-

portunities are everywhere.    

Get out and get involved.  Here are some ways to get started: 

 (1) Join a critique group. You’ve heard this before, but if you 

haven’t tried it, you don’t realize how much you will learn and how you 

will improve. Those benefitting from a critique group will not leave. You 

couldn’t kick them out with a crowbar!  

 (2) Attend the club’s conference on November 1st. Top-notch tal-
ent is brought to the High Desert to help us become better writers at a bar-
gain-basement price! You've missed the Sept 1st deadline, so now Septem-
ber 2nd through November 1st, the fee is $45.  

http://altongansky.typepad.com/.a/6a00d83429810b53ef0148c6f3ab9d970c-pi
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Within our local branch the So Cal representative 
is Anita Holmes. She and Rusty LaGrange will 
review all entries to the Showcase prior to sub-
mitting. Please don’t submit directly to that new 
web site. 

With seven active branches in the Southern dis-
trict, competition is stiff, and there is no guaran-
tee that your submissions will be published.  

Check out the different categories at 

http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com   

It’s a Showcase for all active members — enjoy! 

Contact: RustyL@Hughes.net to submit and type 
―Showcase‖ in the subject title. 

It’s Showcase time!  —  Submit Your Best 

News You Can Use 
Wordsmiths Hold First  

Salon at Panera’s Restaurant 

by Molly Jo Realy 

After May's guest speaker, Amy Wallen, introduced 
her idea of Savory Salons, our own Richard Zone 
organized the first local salon. Richard was joined at 
Panera Bread in Victorville by our Branch President, 
Dwight Norris, and active members Therese Moore, 
Loralie Pallotta, and Molly Jo Realy.  

The group shared questions, answers, ideas and 
thoughts on the craft of writing in general and spe-
cific to their current projects. Discussions focused on 
such themes as "Do you work on more than one pro-
ject at a time?" "What have you struggled with most 
while writing?" "What support do you get from other 
writers?" 

From left to eight: Dwight Norris, Therese Moore, 
Richard Zone, Loralie Kay (Pallotta) and Molly Jo 
Realy. 

It was a great evening centered around doing what 
we love to do: Write.  

Salons are a great way to connect with other writers 
and offer a give-and-take, which we can all learn 
from. Why not do the write thing and set up your own 
salon? It can be as simple as a few people meeting 
for coffee, or as Amy Wallen does, feature an entire 
day of food, fellowship and fun.  

There's no wrong way to write. 

SALON TAKE-AWAYS: 

MOLLY JO: "I really enjoy being with people who get 

that all roads lead to writing. At the salon, I think the 

most important thing I learned is no matter what you 

write, it's important to be yourself. There's truth in every-

thing we write, and a bit of ourselves in every character. 

That authenticity will shine through if you let it, and 

make your writing that much more enjoyable to the 

reader.” 

THERESE MOORE: “1. Everyone faces different chal-

lenges when writing. 2. In spite of our differ-

ent approaches to the writing process we all are driven to 

write—we can't help ourselves. If we don't write, be it 

fiction or non-fiction, if we don't get the stories out, we'd 

be unhappy. 3. We all don't want to be rich and famous. 

4. Don't ever sit between Richard and Dwight.” 

RICHARD ZONE: “It was a great experience sharing 

thoughts and reminding each other that a goal is simply a 

dream with a deadline. I told the writers at the salon that I 

would write a piece for publication within the next two 

weeks. No one laughed. That was far more than I ex-

pected.” 

LORALIE KAY (PALLOTTA): “1. Meeting with other 

writing friends and just talking about writing helped me 

clarify the kind of writer I am, and the kind I'm not. I can 

quit beating myself up that I'll probably never write a 

novel! But that doesn't mean I'm not a writer. 

2. Don't mess with Molly Jo. She has connections with 

the mafia!” 

DWIGHT NORRIS: “Good things happen when writers 

get together to talk about writing.” 
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What You Missed —- 

Mary Langer Thompson 

Thelma T. Reyna 

P 
oets laureate, Thelma Reyna and Mary Langer Thompson, planned to have 
a panel discussion on the different types and styles of poetry, but unfortu-
nately our  traffic tie-ups on I-15, affectionately called the ―Cajon Crawl,‖ 

made it impossible for Thelma to make the meeting … except for the last few 
minutes of the Q&A session.  

Mary, such a trouper and able to run with the plan, presented a well-crafted pro-
gram. The room was nearly filled to capacity and we had seven visitors and new 
members sign up, as well. 

Perhaps this can be rescheduled later in the year or next spring. More important 
is the news that both poets have new poetry books out this year: Mary’s is  Po-
ems in Water; and Thelma’s is Rising, Falling, All of Us. 

Each of us has a story to tell in poem form. Stories are everywhere. To help you 
think in poem form you can enter theme-based poetry contests, says Mary. 
―Poets & Writers magazine list active contests nationally.‖ 

If you’re not ready for that, you can experiment with content by realizing that 
ideas come from everywhere. Listen to dialogs in life that catch your attention. 
Although many poets use either rhyming style or free-verse style, it’s the free-
verse that is the oldest. The earliest were found in the Bible in Psalms. 

―Even the best poem can touch only one person,‖ says Mary. She also noted 
that some people write only for therapy such as ―confessional poets,‖ and others 
may be driven to write a poem a day. As shown in last month’s Inkslinger, we 
have many quality poets who are also writers. ―Voice in poems is your heart 
coming through,‖ notes Mary.  

Learn one thing and it’s well worth it. Check the prices of 

other conferences! 

  (3) Attend the monthly club meetings on the sec-

ond Saturday of every month. We always have knowl-

edgeable speakers, friendship and good association with 

one another, refreshments, and a touch of inspiration. 

Can’t beat it for improving as a writer.  

 (4) We are starting salons, groups that meet in 

homes, restaurants, or wherever to discuss writing. Start 

exchanging ideas with other writers, an awesome way to 

improve your skills!   

 (5) Get books by leading instructors, and try the 

exercises and strategies they teach.  

 (6) Volunteer in one of the many outreach pro-

grams we have going on. When we teach and help others, 

we receive more than we give.  

 (7) Write! If you’re not writing, you’re just think-

ing about it. Start assembling the letters on the page on a 

regular basis and see how fast you improve your skills. 

Come on, be a writer!   

Continued from Page 1 

Larry Johnson 

Mary De Santis 

Donette Kendall 

Heber Kimball 

An Electronic Handshake  

to our Newest Members 

Since our branch is still the fastest growing of 
the statewide CWC branches, it seems appro-
priate to bridge the gap between having a full 
house of members and trying to welcome our 
newest members during our meetings or even 
after. We do get noisy and busy at breaks. 

So, welcome new members for September! 

Each month The Inkslinger will try to list the 
names of our newest High Desert members.  

If you have questions or we’ve missed your 
name please contact Rusty by email. 

RustyL@Hughes.net 
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More News You Can Use New Title From Roberta Smith— 

Year in the Life of Civil War Soldier 

 

Roberta Smith 

Write It with words of wisdom by Christo-
pher Vogler,  of  
“The Writers’ Journey.” 
 
Sell It with tips by prominent Literary 
Agent/Owner B.J. Robbins. 
 
Publish It by learning your options from 
Dog Ear Publisher Ray Robinson. 
 
Register now: http://www.hdcwc.com/
conference-4---howl-at-the-moon-
2014.html. 
 
Use PayPal, check, or cash to get this 
high-quality training for your future. 
Nov. 1 at Performing Arts Center on  
8th Street in Victorville, CA 

“Howl at the Moon”  
Writers’ Conference 2014 

Christopher Vogler BJ Robbins 

Ray Robinson 

Write
 It 

 —
 Sell I

t —
 Publish It 

CWC  

Member’s Rate 

Now $40 

General  

Audience 
Rate 

Now $45 

~~~~ 

Students 

Only $25 

 We have a member asking about book signing events, 

says Bob Isbill, of our branch Publicity and Programs. 

 ―I would like to know how many would be interested in hav-
ing a get-together (maybe at my house) for a salon type 
meeting to discuss book signings and your personal experi-
ence with doing book signings. 

 ―The purpose would be to share ideas and experiences so 
that those who have done it can improve, and those who 
haven't done it could learn the ropes. 

 ―It would probably be a night meeting. If there are too many 
interested, maybe we could do it at the library or another 
public venue.‖  If such a meeting interests you, please let 
Bob Isbill know and he’ll let you know the results. 

 Please also be prepared to answer a brief questionnaire 

survey so we can get some data before getting together.   

When looking for 
more exposure for 
your new book, 
take a look at local 
groups that may 
have things in com-
mon. A history 
group, a genealogy 
group like Root Dig-
gers in Lucerne 
Valley, or a Civil 
War group. Roberta 
will be speaking to 
the Root Diggers 
Sept. 4th. At 9:30 
am at LV Commu-
nity Center. 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 5 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 6 

Even More News You Can Use 

Now is the time to get your dues into our branch 
treasury so we can afford to educate you, entertain 
you, support you, and, well, keep the Branch 
healthy.  

Without your regular dues paid in July, other pro-
grams may suffer. If you haven’t paid, please do so 
now. You can pay by PayPal, mail a check, or even 
hand over cash to our treasurer during our next 
meeting. Thanx in advance. 

Dues Are Really Due ! 

Join Suzanne and Willard at the Mojave Trails 
Days, in Silver Lakes (Helendale,) on the weekend 
of October 4th and 5th. 
―Willard and I will have all 13 of our books for sale 
and signing. Stop by and see us. As you know we 
have a wide variety of books for all ages: Fantasy, 
Mystery, slightly supernatural mystery suspense 
(Sarah Jane), a ghost story, adventure, short sto-
ries, slightly scary/intense, chapter books and 
more.‖  
 

~~~ HORROR BOOK FESTIVAL ~~~ 
All are invited to Raff and Smith’s very first ―Horror Book Festival,‖ hosted by Fright Master of Cere-
monies, Dwight Norris. Michael Raff, Roberta Smith, and special guest speaker, Martin Lastrapes, 
will present their takes on topics of horror. Roberta's Power Point presentation will delve into "Ghosts 
in Literature."  

Michael's presentation rampages into "Karloff and Company -  

The Classic Universal Monsters."  

And Martin's will be everything you ever wanted to know about "Vampires," 
but were afraid to be bitten in the neck to ask. Pretty scary stuff!  

A Question & Answer period will follow, and the authors will have their newly-released 
books for sale. All kinds of spooky refreshments will be on hand, (lady fingers anyone?) and maybe 
a few surprise creatures lurking in the shadows! And as horrifying as it sounds - free admission!  

Limited seating. Come join the fun . . . if you dare!  

Saturday, October 4th, from 2 to 5 pm,  

at the Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

(See Poster on Page 5 for details) 

Book signing at Mojave Trails Days 

It seems that Americans just don't take their vacations 
like they should. Many feel they can't afford to leave, 
or can't let their co-workers take their duties from 
them.  

Some take a few days off but never disconnect from 
their work. We have the Internet and cell phones to 
thank for that. Others are labeled as "work-aholics"... 
just a fact of life.  

The stats say that we match Japan and North and 
South Korea as the countries with fewer vacations 
than all other modern countries combined and a few 
third-world countries as well. 

A copywriter shared a short story with his blog read-
ers this week about taking your vacation on time. His 
great Uncle David was ordered to take his overdue 
and well-earned shore leave as a Marine in 1945. 
When he got back, his entire unit was gone, shipped 
off to some place called Iwo Jima. Much as he tried, 
he just couldn't find a way to catch up to them.  

So, there you go... take your breaks. 

When It's Your Time to Go -- 

 Take Your Breaks & vacations 

Sponsored By 

HDCWC 
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By Sara Metcalf Leach 

 
He is not in search of a friend 
nor wary of finding foe. 
He sits upon his many mistakes 
that mean nothing anymore. 
 
Weary of empty well wishes, 
he looks only at the floor. 
Now again he awaits the benign silence 
from his god that used to roar. 
 
So it is that he remembers 
the sweet smell of his grandfather's pipe 
and drifts off to sleep evermore. 

Bereft 

Important  Update! 

Write Teachers Workshops 
 

The date for the first Write Teachers  

daylong Workshop Series with 

Anne Perry, Barbara Abercrombie,  

and Victoria Zackheim 

has been re-scheduled― 

from: Saturday, September 13, 2014 

to: Saturday, November 8, 2014. 

All other details about the Workshops 

remain the same. 

Information:   Please contact Rita at:   
writeteachers@gmail.com 
 
Website:   author bios, course descriptions, en-
rollment information: www.writeteachers.com 

A river cuts through a rock,  

not because of its power,  

but its persistence.  

Kathleen Hogan Madzin, Scranton, Pennsylvania 

If you are self-publishing your book as an e-book, 

Outskirts Press advises you also offer it as a paper 

bound book for these four reasons: 

 

1) Readers still love an old-fashioned read. For die-

hard book enthusiasts, there's still nothing like a 

paperbound book. The look, the feel, the smell. 

 

2) Signed copies add value. An autographed hard-

copy not only makes a great keepsake for friends 

and family but it may also be that extra push a 

stranger needs to make a purchase.  

 

3) You may not convince a news editor or a book-

store owner to get on the computer to enter a 

promo code and download a promotional copy, but 

you can usually get them to take a free hardcopy 

directly from you. If you can get a paper book into 

their hands right away, they're far more likely to 

review it, schedule an interview, or put copies of 

your book on the shelves.  

 

4) A paperbound book makes a better keepsake 

than a digital edition. You probably would like your 

own archival copies, right? Something in print is a 

nice, tangible backup to your electronic book. Be-

sides, you can't really autograph a digital book. 

 

Tip: If you self-publish a Kindle e-book, use Ama-

zon's CreateSpace feature to make it available as a 

print-on-demand (POD) paperback. And, due to 

the merger, Amazon promotes your titles more 

than some publishers on-demand. 

 

Source: Outskirts Press Newsletter, 4/15/14 

4 Up-Sell Tips for  
Self-publishers 

mailto:writeteachers@gmail.com
http://www.writeteachers.com


 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 8 

 First-time novelists tend to commit two basic mistakes when writing dialogue (don't worry, you're not alone!): 

 1)    All the characters sound the same. 

 Dialogue is a great tool for character development because it gives your readers a direct line into your char-
acters' heads. If they all sound the same, however, it can be confusing. When crafting a conversation, think 
about how the people in your own life talk. Some of them may have pet phrases, or a particular gesture they 
like to use when making a point. Having your characters do the same will differentiate them from the pack. 
  

Tip: Once I finish the first draft of a novel, I go back and check the dialogue to make sure what my characters 
are saying is consistent with their personality. My characters tend to evolve as I write, so I often end up rewrit-
ing some of their earlier lines because they just don't "fit" anymore. When you find yourself thinking, "That 
doesn't sound like something Sally would say," you know you're on the right track. 
  

2)    The characters use a flurry of overly descriptive replacements 
for "said." 
  

When I began writing my first novel, I thought I was supposed to 
use as many words as I could to convey the concept of "said," 
when in fact all I needed to use was "said" or nothing at all. When 
you use words such as "declared," "announced," "inquired," 
"teased," or "suggested" instead of just using "said," 
you're telling the reader instead of showing the reader through the 
actual words and actions of the character. You always want read-
ers to draw their own conclusions. 
  

These mistakes are very common for first-time authors, so don't 
feel bad if you recognize them in your own work. I used to make 
them too - trust me! 
  

—-Maria Murnane 

 Bio -- Maria Murnane is a paid CreateSpace contributor. She is the 

award-winning author of the romantic comedies Perfect on Paper, It's a 
Waverly Life, Honey on Your Mind, and Chocolate for Two. She 
also provides consulting services on book publishing and marketing. 
Learn more at www.mariamurnane.com 

 
 

ARTISTS 
 

by Josephine Irena Sotomayer   

 
Imitation of life their hearts' desire, 

To capture on canvas that spark of fire. 
Brushing, rubbing, a dab or two, 

Stiff and fatigued, not an easy thing to do. 
 

A tribute to Monet for Impressionism, 
And let’s not forget Hopper’s Realism. 

But, what can we make of Picasso’s Cubism, 
And Botticelli's enchantment with Mythologies? 

 
Mothers with babes was Cassatt’s delight, 
While Goya was fascinated with bullfights. 

With Mona Lisa, Da Vinci’s humor astounds, 
As well as amuses and to some, confounds. 

 
And Western Art, Rembrandt’s forte, 

Brilliant techniques and versatile ways. 
In spite of his stature and ultimate rise, 
Ostentatious living became his demise. 

 
There were casualties as well as luxuries, 

Goya’s deafness and Van Gogh’s adversities. 
Some enjoyed recognition and live prosperously, 

While others received fame posthumously. 
 

Their legacy, magnificent treasures on exhibition, 
In galleries, museums, and art institutions. 

All over the world we can gaze and appreciate, 
Their works of art that intriguingly fascinates. 

 
 
                                                          

CreateSpace Forums as a Resource Promote Better Writing 

Writing is not necessarily something to be 
ashamed of, but do it in private and wash 
your hands afterward." 

 -- Robert Heinlein  

 

http://www.mariamurnane.com/
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CWC’s Literary Review Magazine  
Calls for Submissions in 2015 

 
Loyal Americans 
 
Loyal Americans love their land. 
Immigrants are the greatest fans. 
With rights and freedom both secure, 
Peace of mind remains assured. 
 
Then foreign rebels attacked our land, 
Hijacked planes and used against man. 
Hiding like cowards when pursued, 
Determined to destroy our fortitude. 
 

 
Written by Josie Sotomayer © 

Americans people volunteered, 
Kill the foes that gloat and jeer. 
Preserve our way of life our goal. 
God help us to be brave and bold. 
 
Loyal Americans love their land! 
America’s heart beats for man. 
America’s mind seeks progress. 
America’s Spirit is richly blessed! 
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Services 

RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor 
Notes From the Editor --- 
 

September is to me a time when I’d rather sit out in the patio and 
sip coffee heavy with cream. There’s a chill in the air at morning 
now. It whispers hints of moist nights ahead. Sometimes this sea-
sonal change titillates the Muses and more poetry and writing be-
gin. Do you have a new project? Share it with us. 

As always, submissions should be Arial 11 pt. with single spacing, 
please.  

October’s deadline: Sept. 23rd  & November’s deadline: Oct. 23rd. 

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.    

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, by mail 

   
The Inkslinger is always available on our 
www.hdcwc.com Newsletter Page, includ-
ing archived back issues. Missed a copy 
or just want to check on the HDCWC 
past history? We've made it easy for you! 

Hear Ye!  
Hear Ye! 

Y ou are hereby invited to the home of our 
President, Dwight Norris, to partake of a  

 Christmas meal  

December 13th  

from 1pm until 4 pm. 
All who enter this Christmas Open House  

will enjoy the President’s hospitality.  

He asks only that you pay $10 (a paltry sum 
for your meal), plan time to converse & get 

to know one another, while visiting in a com-
fortable yet stimulating environment. 

Directions: from Bear Valley Rd, take Apple Valley Rd to 
Yucca Loma, turn north & go to Rincon. Turn left on Rincon, 
then left on Nowata, cross Crow then Delaware to 13963 
Chogan Rd. Parking is limited but creatively available. 

From Hwy 18, take Kiowa to Yucca Loma, go right, continue 
to Rincon, turn right, then left on Nowata, cross Crow then 
Delaware to 13963 Chogan Rd.     

Or use thy Google maps. 

~~~ You may call for directions ~~~ 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
http://www.hdcwc.com

