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  SEPT. 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Get It Out There!! 
From the President 

O kay, so you’ve completed your book, or poem, or 

memoir. You’re so excited, but now you want 

people to read it. What to do? 

 

T here are a number of outlets available to each of us 

right now. First, Les Weil is fiction editor for Sil-

ver Blade Magazine, and is starting a separate 

flash fiction magazine and is calling for submissions from 

our members. The Flash Fiction Press 

(theflashfictionpress.org) is now accepting submissions. 

They are looking for pieces of one hundred to twelve hun-

dred words and open to all genres. They plan on publish-

ing a three to four hundred plus word story every day, and 

sometimes an additional shorter one- to two-hundred word 

story. So check it out. 

 

I  just received an email from Chuck Sambuchino of 

Writer’s Digest Books. He is an editor and author 

himself. I’ve heard him speak at a conference and 

believe me, the man knows everything there is to know 

about agents and publishing. He is instructing a How to 

Get Published workshop in Culver City on Saturday, Oc-

tober 10th. I know that’s the date of our October meeting, 

but I’m telling you about this anyway. Pretty sure you 

won’t want to miss our meeting and our speaker, though. 

So many things to do! You can find out more about the 

workshop and conference at 

http://writingconferenceoflosangeles.com. 

A lso, there are a couple of publications that all seri-

ous writers should consider reading on a regular 

basis. The current issue of Writer’s Digest 

(October 2015) has a cover article entitled, 38 Agents 

Seeking New Writers Now: What They Want & How to 

Submit. Oh, and by the way, it is authored by Chuck Sam-

buchino.  

T he article offers names and contact information, as 

well as what they’re looking for. A quote from 

Patricia Nelson is included, “There’s more to find-

ing success as a writer than just talent; don’t underestimate 

the value of persistence, professionalism, and patience.” 

Also included is information about how to write effective 

query letters, step-by-step book proposals, and pitching 

the right agent by knowing exactly what your genre is. 

 

A nother giant among publications in our industry is 

Poets & Writers. The magazine is published every 

other month and is loaded with helpful articles, 

current events such as speakers, conferences, MFA pro-

grams, retreats, writing prompts and exercises, as well as 

how-to articles. The latest edition (Sept-Oct) lists over one 

hundred thirty-five writing contests and their deadlines. 

The serious writer will likely subscribe to both Writers 

Digest (which also lists contests) and Poets & Writers. 

 

A lso, please note that the purpose of the HDCWC is 

to promote excellence in writing. That means 

helping writers write better, as well as finding 

ways to help writers get their work out there. Our new Lit-

erary Ambassadors program is designed to provide a help-

ing hand for our writers who are ready to begin promoting 

their book. More about this at our meeting September 12th. 

See you there! 

Jill Amadio is a crime 
writer, ghostwriter, and 
biographer. Her latest 
award-winning fiction is 
Digging Too Deep: A 
Tosca Trevant Mystery. 

Read More on Page 2 

http://writingconferenceoflosangeles.com
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HDCWC will continue holding its future meetings from 10 a.m. to noon at the Community Church 
at Jess Ranch located at 11537 Apple Valley Road. Our next meeting is September 12th. 

Directions to the Church’s meeting room: the Church is located on Apple Valley Rd. less than a 
mile south of Bear Valley Rd., past Town Center Drive, on the right-hand side. It’s one of the first 
large buildings in the Jess Ranch complex and has the first driveway access off the road. 

You can also copy and paste this address into your browser to see the map of Jess Ranch: 

http://www.bing.com/local/details.aspx?lid=YN97x3490161&q=Community%20Church%20at%
20Jess%20Ranch&form=LLMP 

You will be reminded of this change through The Inkslinger issues until the end of the year. Please, 
tell other members who may not be aware of our new location.   

   ~~The Editor 

Location is Everything!! Meetings Continue at Jess Ranch 

     Jill Amadio is a crime writer, ghostwriter, and biographer. Her latest award-winning fiction is Digging Too 
Deep: A Tosca Trevant Mystery whose amateur sleuth is a grumpy Cornishwoman 
exiled to California. Jill has ghostwritten a true crime and a thriller, and co-authored 
several memoirs including My Vagabond Lover: An Intimate Portrait Of Rudy Vallee. 
Her biography of a World War II fighter ace, Gunther Rall: Luftwaffe Ace And NATO 
General, remains a best-selling eBook in eleven countries. She writes a monthly col-
umn for the UK-based MysteryPeople ezine, and freelances for My Cornwall maga-
zine and other publications. 

     Born and educated in Cornwall, UK, Jill Ama-
dio worked for the Sunday Dispatch in London and 
for several English-language newspapers while re-
siding in Europe, South-East Asia, and South 
America. In the U.S., she was a reporter and an 
editor for Gannett Newspapers and an investigative 
reporter for the Connecticut Sunday Herald. In 
Thailand, she was a reporter and lifestyles editor for the 
British-owned Bangkok Post. 

     In the U.S., Amadio was a monthly columnist for Entrepreneur, a free-
lancer for Orange Coast and Bespoke magazines, and wrote a syndicated 
automotive column for 115 newspapers that included The Washington 
Times, Newsday, and the Houston Chronicle. She has written for Conde 
Nast Publications, Los Angeles Times /Sunday Magazine, and Newsweek. 

     Jill is a member of the Crime Writers Assoc. (UK), Sisters in Crime, LA, 

SoCal Mystery Writers of America, Biographers International, and the Au-

thors Guild. She lives in Dana Point, California. 

Jill Amadio 

Journalist Turned Crime Novelist  to Speak Saturday 

Storywonk (www.storywonk.com): The husband and wife team of Lani Diane Rich and Alastair Stephens 
delve into the depths of story—whether presented in the written word, movies, television, or video games—in 
an entertaining and humorous way. They now offer four podcasts and YouTube videos.  

So Many Writers Web Sites — So Little Time 
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 “Howl at the Moon” Writers’ Conference #5 

November 7th  — What Are You 
Waiting For? 

An all-day event with one workshop & one presentation 

 Early Bird pricing is just $35 until September 12.  

 Then it goes to $50. 

 Students under 23 years of age with an active full-schedule 
only $25. 

 PayPal is available. 

Save money before Sept. 12th 
 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club is extremely proud to announce 
the fantastic lineup of events in this year’s HATM Writers’ Conference: 

We have invited Chris Lynch to conduct his intensive 3 1/2 hour semi-
nar on self-publishing as part of our program on Saturday, November 7, 
2015. 

 No traffic, no driving hassles, free parking, and brought to your door-
step by the HDCWC! 

Rachel’s book, Breathing Life into Your Characters: “Better than anyone I 
know, Rachel Ballon understands the confluence of good character writing and 
psychology. It’s a good thing for the mental health of writers and audiences that 
she’s set down her insights about how the inner, personal drama really does 
breathe life into fictional characters. Writers simply can’t write beyond the limits of 
their own psychological growth, but this book shows them how to break through 
by tapping the power of their emotions. It gives them the courage to dig deeper in 
their writing and make it more honest and psychologically solid. 

  

 

James Woody Community Room  
in Apple Valley on Navajo Road.  

  

Chris Lynch 

Rachel Ballon 

GO TO: WWW.HDCWC.COM for Early Bird tickets NOW! 

Our New Venue  

Only $35 until Sept. 12th!! 
Then You Pay $50 
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What You Missed 

Text & Photos 
by Rusty  

LaGrange 

Stephanie Carroll, our speaker for August. 

Many of us were pleasantly surprised to be entertained 
and educated by such a young and energetic speaker. 
Stephanie Carroll shared quality points in research that 
she must delve into for her crime /historical novels. As 
a traveling coach and speaker, she knows the industry 
very well and includes the tricks and tips of a seasoned 
author. 

Although this is her first major novel, she reminded us 
that we can use current technology — like Google 
Earth maps — to place ourselves in the geographic 
locations to better immerse ourselves and our charac-
ters into the scenes. “Walk” the streets for best effect. 

She also highlighted dialogue techniques useful in a 
scene setting to avoid halting the reader, 
yet dialogue is full of interruptions. So by 
using the natural break in conversations 
you can allow it to get in the way to build 
tension. By using all the senses, an author 
has more tools in her bag to make a scene 
richer in contrasts, texture, and color. 

Says Stephanie, “I researched. I lived in 
a small town — just a Wal-Mart town.” 
She has incorporated all the writer’s tools 
available for a singularly well-written book 
in The White Room. 
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High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official monthly publication for members of California Writers Club — High Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is copyrighted ©2015 by California Writers Club and may not be reproduced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an official position of, or endorsement by, High De-
sert members or California Writers Club. The Inkslinger  is published monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430, PM Box 
281, Apple Valley, CA 92307. Web page www.HDCWC.com 

This year's conference delves into the craft of 
writing with sessions on 
story structure, writing 
thrillers/mysteries/
suspense, memoir, and 
writing for publications. 
Plus how to edit your 
manuscript. 
Other sessions focus on 
the business of writing: 
the book proposal, sell-
ing on Amazon, market-
ing, and publicity. 

The Craft & Business of Writing 

Sept. 12th deadline 

Look for the Literary Review 
Coming Soon  

in Your Mailbox  

If you don’t receive one, be sure to 
check your MRMS listing to see if it is 
up-to-date for your current address, 

 Latest news — An Editor is Calling for Submissions for New Magazine (as seen on Page One) 

I am Les Weil and fiction editor for Silver Blade Magazine. I am starting a separate flash fiction magazine and would appreciate 
it if you would announce my call for submissions to your members. The Flash Fiction Press (theflashfictionpress.org) is now 
accepting submissions. Check writer's guidelines for 100 to 1200 words. We are open to all genres. We will publish a 300-400 
plus story every day, and sometimes with an additional shorter 100-200 word story. 

The HDCWC will be making available a list of mentors who will take 

authors, one-on-one, who are ready to launch their book. There are at 

least a dozen ways the mentor will be able to help. And the branch will 

stand behind the effort by making space available on our website, post-

ing an article in our newsletter, The Inkslinger, posting information on 

the club’s Facebook page, making available a 15% discount if the au-

thor wants to place an ad in the Daily Press, and many other methods.  

 

We don’t know of another branch of the California Writers Club that 

supports its writers in this way. It is another reason, of many, to be a 

part of the HDCWC, if you wish to seriously promote your work and 

succeed as a writer. Whether you are an experienced writer and have 

been through this process before, or are a newer writer looking for some 

guidance, watch for more information at our September 12th meeting to 

get a complete picture of this advisory program. 

                        ~~ Dwight Norris 

 
LITERARY  

AMBASSADORS 
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 How Can a Writer  

Make Money Blogging? 

A blogger’s column  
by Angie Horn 

Happy Blogging ~~ Angie     

Part 3 - Blog Profit Ideas 

 

Once the research is done, the blog is set up, and 
posts are being published, look for ways to build a 
blog profiting “funnel.” A funnel guides your pros-
pects into a series of purchasing options. This can 
include: 

 Selling your products 

 Product reviews 

 Affiliate Marketing 

 Email marketing 

Sell your products by opening an online store on 
your website or on other online sites such as eBay 
or Etsy. Sell your books and other authors’ books, 
and place a direct PayPal button option on your 
blog. 

Offer product reviews on your blog. Link to the prod-
uct item via affiliate marketing such as through 
Amazon. Affiliate marketing is used by many blog-
gers to make money through blogging. The June 
2015 issue of iBlog magazine is filled with excellent 
and helpful ideas on how affiliate marketing works. 

Every author should use email marketing cam-
paigns to attract more attention. Mad Mimi, 
MailChimp, iContact, and VerticalResponse are 
just four of many email marketing plans available. If 
you aren’t sure what to put in your email newsletter, 
do an online search of authors’ newsletters. See 
what others are doing. 

Researching your niche, writing skill, and blog profit 
ideas are all part of making money with your blog. 
Blogging alone, just like writing alone, without mar-
keting will not be profitable. Writing good content 
and marketing through blog funnels have already 
been proven to bring exciting results. 

 

 

 

Angie Horn is a blogging coach and author of HighDe-
sertBlogging.com. Contact her at hdblog-
ging@gmail.com. 

The second annual Horror Book Fest will be held at 
The Courtyard Marriott, 9619 Mariposa Road in Hes-
peria, on Saturday, October 3, from 2 - 5 pm. 
 
The event features Julie Adams, the female lead in 
the original 
Creature from 
the Black La-
goon. Adams 
has had a sto-
ried career, 
having acted in 
films with such 
stars as Rock 
Hudson, Elvis 
Presley, Jimmy 
Stewart, Tyrone 
Power, and 
countless more. 
Her memoir, 
The Lucky Southern Star ― Re-
flections from The Black Lagoon, 
will be on sale. 
 

Horror writer E. Van Lowe ― AKA Sal Conte, best-
selling author of Child’s Play, The Power, and Be-
cause We Told Her To ― will also be present. He will 
give his take on why he has embraced this genre and 
read from some of his books. 
 

Shirley Martin, Mary Ruth Hughes, Monica Gloria, and 
Freddi Gold, will be present to sell their books. Plenty 
of giveaways and door prizes will be part of the event. 
And to add to the spooky atmosphere, The Spirit 
Stores of the High Desert will be setting up some of 
their cool animatronics. 
 

The Master of Ceremonies is Hesperia's Mayor, Eric 
Schmidt. The program begins at 2 pm. It’s best to ar-
rive early. Admission is $8.00 at the door. 
 
The Horror Book Fest is brought to you by Nevermore 
Enterprises, a partnership of club members Michael 
Raff and Roberta Smith. Two short films based on 
their works will debut. 

 

Horror Book Festival  
Coming to the High Desert Oct. 3 

 
Movie Star, Best-selling Author, Books & Original Films 

Come Celebrate  
a Scary Genre 

Julie Adams 
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“MAKE SENSE” 
 

WE EXPERIENCE LIFE through our senses: sight, 
sound, taste, smell, touch; and through emotional re-
action: joy, fear, pleasure, anger, revulsion, love, et. al. 

For me, the aim of writing is to evoke these emo-
tions. But how can this be done, if reaction is tied to 
sense stimulus? 

The answer is simple: through the use of imagery. 
As writers, we are all aware of this. The reader 

reads an image, and experiences the same reaction as 
if s/he had experienced the event. (Note:  “s/he” is 
my concession to the  “P.C.” police‘s insistence on “he 
or she.” Feel free to use it, or ridicule it. I find it con-
venient.) This reaction to imagery can be as strong as, 
or stronger than, the reaction to a real event — de-
pending on the choice and vividness of the image — 
and involve any sense. Once reading is fluent, it 
doesn‘t seem to matter much whether the brain gets 
the images through the senses, or through reading 
about them. They enter and are processed in much 
the same way. The goal of the writer here is to get 
these images accepted and embraced by the concep-
tual part of the reader’s mind — what we’re calling 
the “Right Brain.” Of course, this assumes they have 
not first been hijacked by the analytical “Left Brain.” 

Most fledgling writers focus on sight images, de-
scribing events visually: “The dog walked into the 
room.” 

This sentence describes the event, but the reader’s 
reaction is minimal. There is only one sense appealed 
to (vision), and the image is not very vivid. 

As writers mature, they start to include other sense 
images: 

The clacking of claws on the hardwood floor 
pricked my attention. The dog ambled into the 
room. He moseyed insolently over to me, and 
snuffled his snout into my lap. His warm muz-
zle belied the pungent odor of wet fur which 
rose from him. I reached down and let my fin-
gers dig through his dank coat, feeling his warm 
body within. The world was better. 

 

Not only does this 
description involve 
more of the senses, 
but the adjectives 
and verbs cue the 
desired emotional 
responses. A dog 
could be a pet, or a 

guard animal. But vicious pit bulls don‘t  “amble” 
or  “mosey;” they  “stalk” and  “prowl.” 

Pets  “amble.” 
I cannot say this enough. When you write a 

scene, take deliberate time out to do a “sense in-
ventory.” Sight. Smell. Touch. Taste. Sound. 

 
Plus a host of “internal” senses — “feelings.” 
Go down the list! How many of these have you 

appealed to? It’s certainly not necessary to include 
all of them, but more is usually better. 

The goal here is to write vividly, but not verbo-
sely. We‘ve all heard, “A picture is worth a thou-
sand words.” But it‘s also true that, “The right 
word is worth a thousand pictures.” 

Look back over literary styles! Our collective 
attention span is shrinking. Everything is getting 
shorter: books, chapters, stories, sentences, words. 
Writing needs to be distilled, concentrated. 

So how to strike a good balance between  
“tepid” writing, and  “arduous” writing? 

 

AUTHOR’S SPOTLIGHT 

Grasping a Reader’s Mind Through Sensory 
Word Choices Must Ultimately Make Sense 

Chapter excerpt from 

Writing to the Right Brain 

Ray Malus 

Continued on Page 8 
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Continued  on Page 11 

The answer has to do with the senses again. 
If I were to ask you which sense is most important in reading, you would probably answer “sight.” After 

all, we have to see to read. 
But most paragraphs are about as visually interesting as bricks in a wall. 
I think that  “hearing” is the real key. 
As we read, our  mind‘s “ear” acts as a gatekeeper. If it is comfortable with what we‘re reading, it passes it 

on to the mind with no comment. But let it be jarred, and the process stops, until it is comfortable. 
To illustrate this point, let’s change one word, and see what happens: 

The clacking of ungues on the hardwood floor pricked my attention. The dog ambled into the room. He mo-
seyed insolently over to me, and snuffled his snout into my lap. His warm nose belied the pungent odor of 
wet fur which rose from him. I reached down and let my fingers dig through his dank coat, feeling his warm 
body within. The world was better. 

The word ungues simply means “claws.” But here, the Left Brain gets “stuck” on an unfamiliar word. The 
process halts and the imagery never gets through to the Right Brain. 

Remember: One of the best keys to successful writing is reading your work aloud. If you can‘t read it at an 
Open Mic, read it to someone else. If you have no one else, read it to yourself — but aloud. Use your ear! 

You‘ll discover ungraceful passages, unfocused images, weak plot points. You'll be amazed at what you 
think you wrote — but didn't, and what you did write — but didn't mean to.  

Author’s Bio: Ray lives in the Los Angeles area with his wife Sharron, continues to work on a variety of 
media, and is our CWC MRMS database expert. You can find his latest book on Amazon or go to his web 
site for more info.  http://raymalus.com 

Continued from Page 7  

My mother became an artist at the age of 65. She took up chalk pastels and almost immediately 
started producing beautiful, saleable work.  

 Sadly, this talent skipped a generation. My daughter, Alison, likes to draw and paint and is rather 
good at both. But I can’t do either. My drawings look like something a 6-year-old might produce. Square 
houses with triangle shaped roofs. Stick figures with triangles for dresses or two rectangles for pants. 
Until recently, I’d even felt shame for my doodling, which has always seemed pathetic and banal to me. 

But I’m embarrassed no longer. In fact, I’ve become a pro-doodling zealot after reading the book The 
Doodle Revolution by Sunni Brown. If you’re a writer or a student or a business executive or a ….well, 
anyone, really… you should doodle.  

Doodling is not dilly-dallying or wasting time. It’s not meaningless or doing something of little value or 
substance. Most of all, it’s not doing nothing. 

 Here are four reasons why we should all doodle: 

1. It improves our memory. A 2009 study conducted by Professor Jackie Andrade found that doodlers 
recalled facts significantly better than non-doodlers. In the study, participants had to listen to a 
(supremely boring) message about an upcoming party and then write down the names of all the people 
who were able to attend the party. Those who doodled during the tape recalled 29% more than the aver-
age of those recalled by the control group.  

2. It helps us pay attention and focus better. People often think that doodlers are daydreamers but, in 

fact, the opposite is true. Daydreaming demands a lot of the brain's processing power. Begin thinking 

about your dream house, for example, and you might start pondering that new kitchen you really want. 

Before you know it, you’re down the rabbit hole with a fancy gas stove, a Sub-Zero fridge, and hand-

made Italian tiling. In other words, you’re thoroughly distracted.  

Yankee Doodle Dandy by Daphne Gray-Grant 
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I was looking through a dangerous book, one that, 
once you begin perusing, can entangle your brain 
with concepts. On a hot August afternoon with noth-
ing better to do, this book consumed me -- A Book of 
Lists -- a compilation of how we organize things, ani-
mals, and ideas into tidy lists to control them. It was 
the 90s edition of how we recall our lives through TV, 
art, science, special events, compiled by 
David Wallenchinsky and Amy Wallace. 
No one wants to get absolutely lost in a 
book, but then again, writers are known to 
open a thesaurus and not be heard from 
for days. 

The fascinating flip through hundreds of 
pages exhumes many ideas that could be 
construed by most readers as trivial 
blather. Some might even think these col-
lections are bookshelf-worthy of all au-
thors. Maybe so. 

What got me thinking was not so much how we clas-
sify and arrange our environment but how we classify 
ourselves. Just in the early minutes of diving in, I no-
ticed that authors don't really have a phylum, or 
class, or whatever. Authors are what they seem in 
the literary world as, well, just authors. But that didn't 
satisfy my curiosity. Sure we have genres, but what if 
we cross pollinate? 

Digging deeper and finding some delicious diatribe, I 
came across groups for authors that I hadn't heard 
before. Continue reading and see if you fall into one 
of these categories. 

A chatter: meaning that we are consistently able to say 
much without really giving much thought? A scribe of 
writers: meaning that we are proffered to the pedestal of 
influence that so few attain? An Alliteration: I rather like 
this one since you must know what the term alliteration 
means before you can become convincing contained 
within it. A clique: rather tacky and low-life use of the 
word to gather in a group that doesn't necessarily have 
any cohesiveness but shares something in common. A 
context of writers: now this one is clever if used in the 
right, um,  context.   Avant garde: Doesn’t this title imply a 
hierarchy of creative minds tittering over tea sipped from 
china cups of the Parisian bourgeoisie? A compendium 
of authors: this doesn't quite hit the nail with its alluding to 
writers offering summary, epitome, or abridgment to their 
writings, when everyone knows we, authors, avoid any-
thing short -- unless it's a "55 Word Flash Fiction" chal-
lenge. 

And then we have these other attempts to corral our 
character into mundane groups like "a society of writ-
ers," "a concept of writers," "wordmeisters" and " 
wordsmiths." Then we need to pay attention to the 
etymology of new words in our industry such as "a 
blog of authors," "a bloggery of writers," and even a 
"blogosphere." Then let's toss in SME -- subject mat-

ter expert. 

Setting aside the Book of Lists, I 
thought what might a legend of 
wordsmithery aspire to qualify a 
group title? Slipping into the 
tomes of wordsmiths such as 
Shakespeare, I couldn't help but 
look up what he thought of au-
thors. And to my interest, I found 
adjectives in his own compendium 
like "creator," "originator," 
"authority," but to my dismay were 

"instigator," "source," and "informant." Really? 

I do think it's high-time we stand together and create 
the perfect name for our universal group of evolution-
ary authors ... something otherwordly ... something 
singlugantuan ... a word comprised of aspiration, 
creativity, and history brought down through the ages 
into a slurry of suffrage and angst, from closet writers 
to nobelists, from traditional to self-published, from 
dreary nights in a log cabin to micro-bites caught in a 
subway. Please, let me try.  

We are "uniwordopubliangsts." 

Oh, to have a name or classification all our own.  

We've earned as much. 

~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Danger Lurks Within My Reference Books 
Or “How to Become Lost Down the Rabbit Hole with Plenty of Tome on Your Hands” 

“Come to the edge,” Life said.  

They said: “We are afraid.”  

“Come to the edge,” Life said.  

They came. It pushed them. And they 

flew.  

  -- Guillaume Apollinaire 

 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 10 

Loma Linda University Children's 
Hospital needs young adult (teen) 
books for their patients.  Many of 
these kids are long-term patients, 
far away from friends, family, and 
their favorite bookshelves. Anita 
Holmes, who can't imagine life with-
out a stack of books nearby, is col-
lecting books to donate to the hos-
pital. These books may be in "New," 
"Like New," or "Very Good" condi-
tion [unmarked, undamaged, "worn 
but not torn"] -- and suitable for teen 
readers.  Drop off books at our meeting in the box marked 
"Loma Linda Teen & YA Book Donations" by our information 
table. For more information, contact Anita at our meeting or 
call (760) 954-3329.   

Teen  

& 

YA 
Books 

Wanted 

Momma,  

  I Like Her 
  by Fumiko-Tomeji Ohta                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Stepmothers. 

Why does it have such a distasteful 
sound? 

Our early years together, 

so fraught with waves of emotion. 

You tried so hard to please me, 

to show me that you cared. 

I didn't know you cared — 

that you really, really cared (for me). 

I had a lot of anger in me 

and made you out so mean. 

When it came to discipline, 

you had a patience of a saint. 

Until one day, patience went astray. 

You gave it to me.  Boy, did you 
ever! 

When I saw how hurt you were 

and made you cry, that day 

I saw you in a different light 

and changed my wayward ways. 

My mother would have liked you. 

I know she really would. 

I needed someone — 

here and now — 

to guide me through the tears. 

Sometimes I wonder, 

as I look to the stars above, 

if she didn't send you 

to raise a kid like me. 

I raised my eyes 

and got down on my knees 

to confess my heart to her: 

"Momma, I like her. 

   I do…I really do." 

Part of getting your book published, beyond the marketing 
and having the book read, is dealing with the critics or re-
viewers that you hope will see the value and art in your prod-
uct. As a new author, there will be times when you will need 
to face a bad review, a "troll" on the Internet, and a customer 
who wants to make a point before demanding his refund. 

All authors come under some form of review because, as you 
well know, a pair of eyes must read your work, decide 
whether it was a good read, then share the find with other 
readers, or not. The following reviews will shock you, but be 
encouraged that even the best of the industry have taken hard 
hits from the public. 

The Saturday Review, London cited Charles Dickens 
this way. “We do not believe in the permanence of 
his reputation.” 

The eminent critic Clifton Fadiman in one of his re-
views of William Faulkner’s novel called it: “The 
final blowup of what was once a remarkable, if mi-
nor talent.” 

The Southern Quarterly declared that Herman Mel-
ville’s Moby Dick is “sad stuff, dull and dreary and 
ridiculous.” 

Here is the opinion of the works of two of America’s greatest 
literary icons.  The editor of Bookman said this about Mark 
Twain: “A hundred years from now it is very likely that of 
Twain’s works, 'The Jumping Frog alone will be remem-
bered.' ” And a London critic said of Walt Whitman that 
“Walt Whitman is as unacquainted with art as a hog is with 
mathematics.” 

Ouch. Learn to take the good with the bad and try to not give 
as much credence to the bad reviews as the number of read-
ers who love your work.   ~~Rusty LaGrange 

Critics Are Part of the Package 

    Confronting Bad Book Reviews 
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Continued from Page 8  

It Must Have Been  

a Happy New Year's Eve 
by Barbra Badger 

January 1946 --The United Nations was formed. A 
bomb more powerful than the ones dropped on Japan 
was exploded. With those two major events in mind, 
there were tens of thousands of military personnel 
home from a war. For some, the first Holiday they'd 
had with their families in years. My dad was a sailor 
and I already had two brothers. But, New Year's Eve 
1946, I became more than a gleam in my father's eye. 

While the following decades brought massive changes 
in every part of life for nation's and individuals, my first 
ten years of life was spent in a moderate-size, Iowa 
town, surrounded by farms where many aunts, uncles, 
cousins lived. There were plenty of opportunities to 
visit those environs. 

Culture shock hit hard when I arrived in California 
1957. Climate, air quality, sixty miles from Los Angeles 
with no 'farms' for many miles all made for difficult ad-
justments. For perspective though -- I-10 was just be-
ing built and 395 was the only way to San Diego. 

I digress. 

What I missed most, other than my grandmother, were 
the definitive seasons, fall most of all. 

Since I was born in September, I imagine that 
when I was lying in my carriage while my mother 
went to the store, my view was of the azure blue 
sky and trees painted in brilliant oranges, reds, and 
yellow. Who could forget that? 

The briefest of seasons, since many orange-
colored trees would be dusted with snow only days 
after putting on their best fall dress. 

And yet, the colors inspire, invigorate, and stand 
out in one's mind long after they are gone and I 
long for them as soon as they go away. 

Winter dullness, wildness, and power to keep one 
holed up in warm houses for nearly half a year, 
makes the celebration of color more necessary and 
it sinks in deeply. 

Fall evenings still have enough light for hours of 
play after school, but darken soon enough to gently 
help us adjust to the coming short days. 

This year my husband is taking me all the way over 
to the East Coast to see a New England fall. 

There will be historical interests, covered bridges, 
the freshest sea food one can imagine--and lots of 
orange, red, and yellow leaves. Ahhhhhhhhhhhh. 

 

Doodling actually shuts down these distractions and 
keeps us more focused on the task at hand. That’s be-
cause when we doodle, we don't daydream. And we 
save our brain’s "executive functioning" for the really 
important stuff.  

3. It’s pleasurable. When we’re stressed, most of us 
have nervous habits we fall back upon. Perhaps we 
bite our nails, drink too much wine, crack our knuckles, 
or talk too much. These habits might calm us but they 
seldom make us feel any better. Doodling, however, 
harms no one, not even ourselves. It’s something we 
can do without thinking and with the right tools — just 
paper and a pen — is even fun and relaxing. 

4. It gets us unstuck. I frequently suggest that writers 
walk more often. It’s one of the best ways I know of 
breaking through writing-related log-jams and having 
fresh ideas. Turns out doodling can do some of the 
same thing. Cartoonist Lynda Barry says that when 
she’s stuck she knows it’s time to start moving her 
hands. Doodling is what I’d call a “mindless” activity.   

Why are you waiting? Start doodling!  

http://www.publicationcoach.com/why-you-should-doodle/ 

Article printed in part 
with permission by 

Daphne Gray-Grant, 
blogger & coach 

You shouldn’t have to 
work hard at it. It’s simply 
something to keep your 
hands busy while your 
brain works. 

If none of this con-
vinces you, let me tell 
you about some of the 
famous doodlers 
of history: Steve Jobs, 
John Keats, Albert  

Einstein, Nikola Tesla, 
Leonardo da Vinci. And 
just about every Ameri-
can president ever. Yes, 
really! 
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HDCWC Hosts 2nd Scholarship Award Program for Teen Authors  

Follow –Up Awards 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

The  

anthology is 
now  

available  

for purchase.  

Text by Bob Isbill           More photos on Page 13 

      

     Graduating students from the Apple Valley 
Academy for Academic Excellence recently re-
ceived copies of their anthology of memoirs pub-
lished by the High Desert 
Branch of the California 
Writers Club entitled, "All 
Our Yesterdays." The top 
four judged to be the best 
stories also received 
scholarship money from 
the HDCWC. Honors and 
readings from the book 
were recently shared at a 
ceremony launching the 

book, 
which 
is the 
sec-
ond 
anthology created through the 
Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir 
Project.  

     Senior High School stu-
dents were taught creative 
writing by the HDCWC, focus-
ing on the art of memoir writ-

ing. They were then paired with 
senior citizens who were inter-

viewed by the students, and whose memoirs 
were memorialized in 3,000 to 4,000 word sto-
ries and submitted for publication in the HDCWC 
book. The event was attended by HDCWC men-
tors, HDCWC editor Jenny Margotta, and guests 
of honor, AAE Principal Lisa Lamb, and Gordon 
Soholt, Academy for Academic Excellence Lewis 
Center CEO.  

Norris 

Thompson 

Honorees (left to right:) Brandon Swift, Pearl Riether, Casey Atkins, Michael Fosse, Kendall Haun , Benjamin Soto,  

Charlotte Wilmeth-Street, instructor.  



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 13 

Student Authors Give Reading During Celebration 

Stepping Up to the Mic — 

After completion of the pro-
gram for this year, the Acad-
emy of Academic Excellence, 
Advanced Placement English 
Lit class presented a plaque 
to the High Desert branch’s 
mentors in appreciation of the 
DCB Memoir Project, includ-
ing the support of the Central 
Board of Calif. Writers Club. 

Pearl Riether 

Kendall Haun  

Benjamin Soto 

Michael Fosse 

HDCWC Mentors’ Award 
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

As the days begin to cool down, I bet you’re getting out a bit more. 
Let us know what “works-in-progress” you have, currently publish-
ing, book sales, marketing, and book signing events. 

Please share with us. Not all members are on Facebook. 
  

 As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial 
font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. Call if you have a new idea 
to share: 760-646-2661. I have a new email address: RustyLa-
Grange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories between 
600 to 800 words. Photos and graphics are also welcome. 

 October’s deadline: Sept. 23rd.   November’s deadline is Oct. 23rd.     

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
Look up older articles online  from The 
Inkslinger. Just go to: www.hdcwc.com /
Newsletter Page. Use a past issue to se-
duce a new writer to join us. We’ve made 
it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

