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Point of View 

Continued on Page 2 

How the Seasons Make Changes in Our Lives 

~~  Dwight Norris 

Between the summers of 1967 and 1969, before the term “serial killer” 
was coined, a predatory killer stalked the campuses of Eastern Michi-
gan University and the University of Michigan seeking prey until he 
made the arrogant mistake of killing his last victim in the basement of 
his uncle’s home.  

Join us and our guest speaker, Saturday, September 10th, 
when we follow the making of Gregory Fournier’s book as 
an investigator who knew the hometown environment of a 
killer. 

At that time, All-American boy John Norman Collins was 
arrested, tried, and convicted of the strangulation murder 
of Karen Sue Beineman. The other murders attributed to 
Collins never went to trial, with one exception, and soon 
became cold cases. 

Guest Speaker Gregory Fournier 

I  came across some old notes I had written and a 
few notes I had collected from famous writers. It 
was clear to me that the changes from one sea-

son to the next creates a design upheaval so that all 
creative minds can see it and breathe it. 

W e take a moment to re-evaluate our courses 
taken to develop ideas, writing goals, our fu-
ture plans for our next adven-

ture. We even wonder if we are follow-
ing the right path.  

B efore we go down the melancholy 
lane, we must first look at Autumn 
as a rejuvenation time that sits 

between the heat and used energy of a 
busy Summer and the forting up and 
reflective time to get ready for a hardy Winter. 

I  try to make a list of things that had to wait for a 
cooler climate. And now I can’t find the list. It will 
show up soon, just as I’ve written the list from my 

overtaxed memory. And that reminds me of those 
writing goals waiting for me to continue. They had 
been tossed aside in a basket. I can get to them 
now.  

F or me, I see the Autumn months as a time to 
rake up a pile of “sticky note” leaves. I dig 
through my bookcase and get ready for some 

“sit by the fire” book reading. I 
don’t have a fireplace but the im-
age sounds good. 

M y journals, like lost friends 
found in a yearbook, 
come smiling back to me. 

It’s also a time when I wonder 
how many seasons will continue 

to fly by in a whirlwind of activity. It’s also when I 
scold myself for being too frivolous with my time, too 
anxious to make goals, too eager to get on with new  

The Indian Summer of life 
should be a little sunny and a 
little sad, like the season, and 
infinite in wealth and depth of 
tone, but never hustled.  

  ~~ Henry Adams 

Continued on Page 2 

Obsession, Cold Case Defines Book 
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High Desert Branch of Cali-
fornia Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official 
monthly publication for mem-
bers of California Writers Club 
— High Desert branch, a regis-
tered non-profit corporation. 
All material is copyrighted 
©2016 by California Writers 
Club and may not be repro-
duced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under in-
dividual bylines do not neces-
sarily represent an official po-
sition of, or endorsement by, 
High Desert members or Cali-
fornia Writers Club. The 
Inkslinger  is published month-
ly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 18, 
Suite 430, PM Box 281, Apple 
Valley, CA 92307. Web page 
www.HDCWC.com 

Continued from Page 1 

With the benefit of 50 years of hindsight, hundreds 
of vintage newspaper articles, thousands of police 
reports, and countless interviews, Terror in Ypsi-
lanti: John Norman Collins Unmasked, tells the 
stories of the other victims, recreates the infamous 
trial that took Collins off the streets, and details 
Collins’ time spent in prison. Terror in Ypsilanti 
compiles an array of physical and circumstantial 
evidence drawing an unmistakable portrait of the 
sadistic murderer who slaughtered these innocent 
young women. 

Gregory A. Fournier received his bachelor and 
master’s degrees from Eastern Michigan Universi-
ty in Ypsilanti while the Washtenaw County mur-
ders were occurring. He lived one block up the 
street from John Norman Collins and had several 
unpleasant brushes with him. Like so many other 
people in Ypsilanti, it was not until Collins was ar-
rested and his photograph ran on the front pages 
that Greg could link a name with the face. He has 
first-hand knowledge of the Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor 
area and many of the people associated with 
these cases. 

Greg has appeared on the Investigation Discovery 
Channel as a guest expert on John Norman Col-
lins for their true crime series — A Crime to Re-
member in an episode entitled “A New Kind of 
Monster.” He is the author of Zug Island: A Detroit 
Riot Novel and writes a blog entitled Fornology. 

...a neighbor like no other 

READ YOUR WORK OUT LOUD 

Language isn’t just meaning — it’s also 
music. The most effective writers can often 

be found sitting by the computer key-
boards, madly whispering to the screen, 

repeating their words back to themselves. 
Yes, it looks kooky and your family may 

become alarmed. But effective writers 
don’t care. They do it because it works. 

Continued from Page 1 

projects. Autumn becomes my clean-up season — a 
little reality check that forces me to consider what oth-
er great authors have said and done. 

It can easily be that time when, just for a moment, I 
open up a thick, juicy Thesaurus and get totally ab-
sorbed in the words found within the seasons. The 
words inspire me to dig deeper, to find little nuggets I 
can write on sticky notes and savor for later. 

In Autumn, a writer’s mind is overstuffed with the pos-
sibilities of a creative adventure. They only need to 
recoup, review, re-evaluate, and reward their Muse 

… a chill is in the air. 

~~ Rusty LaGrange 

...a season like no other 
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What You Missed 

Photos by  

Rusty LaGrange 

 

In the back of my mind, I’m thinking there was no sleeping in Don King-
fisher Campbell’s poetry classes. I’m sure that’s the word that went out 
to all of the teens subjected to his poetry education – one that has last-
ed 32 years. When he mingles among his poetry workshop students, 
they better have swivel-necks.  

At our regular meeting held Saturday, August 13, once loose 
with the knowledge he had been handed a wireless micro-
phone, he enthusiastically navigated the aisles like a hybrid of 
Mick Jagger and Phil Donahue. No one could avoid his mic. 

He cruised the spaces between chairs like a torpedo, 
stopping to hand out booklets – propaganda, no doubt. 

His tactic was to send out booklets to volunteer read-
ers who were then suddenly in his marketing team to 
share witty poems and favorite selections. They read 
aloud. His audience laughed and listened. Don is an 
energetic and nearly frenetically tall man weaving and 
scanning, keeping his eyes on each person. 

He knows how to work a room. 

I doubt I would have ever sat drowsy-eyed in my poetry class if Mr. Campbell had 
been my teacher. I’m sure we all have one favorite teacher in our education who 
kept us attentive and even begging for more wisdom. He is one of those. 

      To a tittering laugh, generated across an audience trying to assess his game, Don 
Kingfisher Campbell told us straight-up that he was “winging it,” using his books 

shamelessly as prompts to entertain and educate. He prints his own chapbooks and col-
lections – not to make money — but to get the word out that poetry is strong and contem-

porary, not necessarily rap or rhyming. He contends that the act of 
writing poems and prose is innate and must be shared. 

Some members voiced their opinions that poetry is rhyme and meter 
and difficult to do. It’s true that at one time, only royalty and the privi-
leged were taught how to construct such styles of poems. It’s still be-
ing taught today but enjoying the freedom of free-verse can be just as 
enlightening. 

So many people avoid poetry because it was never taught in a friend-
ly environment. Poetry is a part of our ability to take music and ideas 
and create how we feel. Poetry is part of a writer’s arsenal of tools 
where it becomes easier to grasp at words to com-
plete a line than it can be to just sit and suffer 
through a creative slump. Poetry is also a great 
prompt for writers because we have prompts around 
us everywhere.  

From the first moments when Don had entered the 
room, he was staring at the ceiling fans and began 
constructing phrases from what he saw – the snip-
pets of creative thought that he wove into a free-
verse poem. That’s the ability of poetry set loose. 
That’s the love in poetry. 

Don Kingfisher  

Campbell 

 

Table design by Rita and Sally 

Story & Photos by Rusty LaGrange 

Generating Poetic  
   Energy at Top Speed 
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Planning a  

Writers’ Salon in Your Home  

or Local Café?  
Let Lorelei Kay help you.  

She’s our Salons Coordinator  

with some great ideas. Email her at   

LoralieKay@aol.com 

Check Here for the Latest Salon Dates, events 

& Book Signings   

Share Your Dates  

On Our Featured  

HDCWC Calendar 
OCTOBER  

VV Fall Festival & Book Fair    1st 
 
Horror Book Fest                    23rd 
 
Howl at the Moon Workshop  29th 
 
We now have an online calendar of 
HDCWC related events! Book signing? 
Salon? Workshop? Post the dates in 
advance. Contact Webmaster Roberta 
Smith to enter your events.  
 

 Check it out! 
 

Keep Up With What's Going On at 
the HDCWC website 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
calendar.html  

 

 
Volunteers Needed for the next Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Pro-
ject. Can you help as a mentor, reader, proofer, or editor? Con-
tact Mary Langer Thompson for current Year 2017 openings. 

mh_thompson@hotmail.com 

Remember — High Desert CWC has sched-
uled a Barnes & Noble Book Fair for Septem-
ber 17 through September 22, 2016. Mem-
bers are asked to make their purchases dur-
ing that period using Voucher #11903309. 

As noted in the Bulletin, any non-profit organization 
can hold a Barnes & Noble Book Fair. We ask peo-
ple who are planning a book-related purchase to 
make their purchase using a unique voucher number 
during the Book Fair dates.  

Barnes & Noble Book Fair Set for Sept. 17-22 

From Daphne Gray-Grant coach and blogger: 

 Sometimes writers use way more words than they 
need. Consider the sentence, What she wanted 
was a flashy new pair of stilettos. Rewrite as: She 
wanted a flashy new pair of stilettos. Or, better, 
She lusted after a flashy new pair of stilettos. The 
phrase what she wanted is like Styrofoam packag-
ing with an environmental cost.  

REMINDER 
Your Dues  

that continue giving you 
great news, insights to 

writing, support and       
camaraderie, authors’ 

events, and much more, 
are coming due. 

You can pay several 
ways: 

check or money order by 
mail 

Online with PayPal 

Go to : www.hdcwc.com  
 for details 

http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
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        Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 1 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 October 1st will be here before you know it! Our nonprofit, Victor Valley Arts and Education 

Center, is really thrilled to bring this inaugural 
book festival to our community. We wanted to cel-
ebrate our third year in operation, and so I 
thought, “Why not a book festival?” Our plan was 
to showcase our own talented High Desert writers, 
invite incredible authors at the top of their game to 
be presenters, and encourage writers from other 
cities to showcase their offerings. 

 And guess what?  It worked. We have over 
35 exhibitors. The City of Victorville graciously 
welcomed us to become part of their Victorville 
Fall Festival, now in its 15th year.  

 We want to encourage you to come out to 
the festival at 14343 Civic Drive, on the same 
street as Victorville City Hall. This giant street fair 
attracts over 15,000 people annually, according to 
the city. We are right next to the food court. 

 I know you love books because we are all members of the oldest writing club in the state. 
So come explore new authors, including many of our own. 

 Book festivals are a wonderful place. It is my love of the L.A. Times Festival of Books that 
encouraged me to try to replicate a small version of that here in our hometown. A book festival is 
one of the rare places where authors of all levels gather to talk about and share their books. It is 
a unique experience to have a conversation with the author, make a connection, and purchase a 
signed copy of their book.  

 Anne Perry is scheduled as our keynote speaker, an international bestselling mystery au-
thor with over 27 million books in print. Many of you missed seeing her when she spoke at the 
club last year. Here’s your chance! In a nearby booth will be Ron Lazenby, a self-published au-
thor from Lucerne Valley who writes Westerns. And a couple of booths down will be our own 
Marilyn King who writes historical romance novels. I loved her book The Winds of Grace. Fred 
Anderson, the author of Lily Torrence is traveling from Phoenix, Arizona to share his books with 
us. We have a group from Cal State San Bernardino, “Written by Veterans” that will be exhibit-
ing. And, of course, our club will have a booth. 

 Our noon presenter, Anne Biggs from Clovis, California, just returned from Ireland. She con-
tinues her research on the scandalous conditions of the mother-baby homes once run by the 
Catholic Church in Ireland. Anne is the author of The Swan Garden.  

 With the help of Barnes & Noble, we have our final presenter–Gini Koch, author of the fresh 
and funny Alien/Katherine "Kitty" Katt series. And Barnes & Noble will also have a mini store at 
our festival with lots of books, and over a half dozen children’s authors who will keep the little 
ones entertained with storytelling.  

 Putting on a festival like this is a major undertaking. We are a tiny nonprofit taking on a real-
ly big task—think “the little engine that could and did.”  There is still time for you to become a 
sponsor and help produce the festival. You may have missed out on the chance to have your 
name in our Daily Press supplement that will be out the week before the festival, but we wel-
come sponsors up to and including that day! Just visit our website at 
www.highdesertbookfest.org. For as little as $25…or as much as your heart desires, you can 
help us make a little book magic.  

 Come celebrate your love of books and the artists who put those words on the page.   

by Davida Siwisa James 

The first HIGH DESERT BOOK FESTIVAL 

    Fall Festival Shares Authors’ Venue for Books & Signings 
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You Saw It Here 

HAPPY AND CRAPPY 
Writer/director Cecil Castellucci says: “The best flowers are fertilized by crap.” Re-
member this and give yourself permission to write a crappy first draft. Editing is a job 

for later. That’s when you’ll have plenty of time to rearrange big chunks of text, mon-
key around with sentence structure, obsess over word choices, and fix punctuation.     

Firsts in Fiction Podcast 
  By Molly Jo Realy 

Active California Writers Club member, Aaron 
Gansky is also the host of the weekly Firsts in 
Fiction Podcast, along with his father, author Al-
ton Gansky. Both are award-winning authors and 
speakers. Together they discuss topics on writing 
and take questions from the live chat room. The 
podcast is produced by fellow HDCWC member, 
Molly Jo Realy. 

Now in its third year, Firsts in Fiction is “your first 
stop for learning to write fantastic fiction.” Past 
guest speakers have included best-selling au-
thors, conference directors, social media special-
ists, and agents; all with a focus on fiction writing.  

 

Each month focuses on one theme, with each week 
discussing a specific element. There are occasional single-topic wildcard episodes, and the anticipated 
Christmas Gifts and year-in-review episodes as well. In October, the theme will be Voice, with weekly pod-
casts focusing on Types of Voices, Recognizing Voice, Switching Voice, and Tenses. 

Viewers/Listeners are able to ask questions and participate in the chat room discussions. “Ask the Author” 
lets the audience post questions on the blog site, Twitter, and Facebook page. The FIF teams answers one 
each week. “Al’s Axioms” are an audience favorite, as these short quotes cut to the chase of what’s im-
portant when writing (and rewriting) your story. Regular visitor Tess DeGroot says, “It’s a fun opportunity to 
talk about a specific aspect of writing and share ideas.” Bruce Brady states: “I’m grateful for all I’ve learned 
about writing through Firsts in Fiction podcasts because [they] entertain with friendly banter while teaching 
invaluable lessons from their collective years of experience and education.” 

What does the FIF Team like best about the podcast? 

 Aaron: “It’s an opportunity to talk writing with friends every week.”  

 Al: “It’s free weekly instruction and insider information. And it’s fun.”  

 Molly Jo: “I love setting up the podcast, facilitating chat room discussions, and bringing a new writ-

er’s perspective to the discussions.”  

Firsts in Fiction can be watched live Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. All prior episodes are also available on 
YouTube.  Visit www.AaronGansky.com to subscribe, view past episodes with show notes, leave your 
question for “Ask The Authors,” and to find out more information.  

Forefront: Father and son Aaron and Alton Gasky 
with Molly Jo “photo bombing” between. 
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I Hit a Deer and Now We Need 
a Driveway 

 

Story and Photos By Barbra Badger 

Every once in a while, my husband gets 
some notion in his head that nothing and I mean 
nothing can deter. Around December of last year, he 
had me set up a 10-day trip for June. The plan took 
us to several parks in Utah and up to Yellowstone 
and then home. I groused about the whole thing 
every step of the planning. 

Why, you might ask didn't he do it? Not sure, 
he just insisted that I do it. And why you might ask 
did I revolt so strongly? His health is such that I 
knew I would be doing most of the driving, and in 
other 'long' trips we have planned, he becomes quite  

incapacitated before the end and we have to hightail 
it home. Then there are the cats. We have two kit-
ties that we have never left alone for that amount of 
time and even though I knew they would be well 
cared for, I would be worried. 

June 1st and we hit the road. Our 2012 
Camry being a very comfy ride, the drive to Flagstaff 
wasn't that bad. Ok, so I was warming up to the trip 
a little. The first night's stay was in a lovely suite, 
surprisingly comfortable as well. 

 

Next day -- off to Utah. The mountain drive 
was a bit hair-raising, but in places heavenly with 
layers of varying shades of green surrounding us in 

all direc-
tions -- a 
real treat 
for a de-
sert 
dweller. 

Capitol 
Reef was 
truly mag-
ical. Lots 
of wildlife 
was out 
and my 
husband 

drove so I could jump out and take pictures. I was 
finally in on the trip. 

Several more days, parks, and lots more pic-
tures, and we were off to Yellowstone. The pictures 
captured there and on through Teton National Park 
were spectacular. However, our closeness to each 
other and distance from home was beginning to tell 
in our temperaments. The topper was, when we left 

Yellowstone, I forgot to pack the bag with our laundry. 
They had to mail it to us. When I discovered my mis-
take, I made the pronouncement, "No more 10-day 
trips." 

When we left Cedar City, Utah, it was raining 
lightly and we headed out at 4:30 a.m. -- really could-
n't wait to get home. I had been driving about 20 
minutes and just passed a sign indicating the road is 
“slippery when wet,” 
so I slowed down 
and just as the 
speedometer 
reached a managea-
ble level, BAM! I hit a 
deer. 

The car was 
not drivable, but not 
'totaled.' After a long 
drawn out ordeal I 
won't go into -- the 
bottom line was 
$5000 to fix and retrieve the car. I was fine with that 
and my husband was too -- at first. 

Then he decided he wanted a new car. I gave 
my best arguments against that idea and finally gave 
in. All I wanted in the new car was that radar that tells 
you there is a deer at the side of the road and will 
stop the car for you before you hit it. 

In order to get that feature, we have a ton of 
things we will never figure out how to use, but it's a 
nice 2016 Camry. 

One problem -- our driveway is dirt, rock, and 
sand. The other Camry negotiated it pretty well, but 
this one's design is a bit different and doesn't handle 
the driveway the same. After 17 years of dealing with 
this driveway we are putting in concrete, as I write. 
Over 6000 sq. ft. of concrete, after buying a new car!  

So because I hit a deer -- got a new car, and 
now we need a driveway. 
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If you build it, they will come. 
Social media (emphasis on social) is more than just 
"look at me." It's a mutual support. 

When you place your focus on "social", "media" is 
just the means by which you connect. As writers, 
we are the first generation to have instant world-
wide access. Why wouldn't you want a piece of that 
pie? 

 

Before building your social media platform, it's im-
portant to know a few things: 

 Facebook and Twitter are da bomb. That's 
where you'll reach 100% of your target audi-
ence. The other sites are just icing on the 
cake. 

 What do you want to be known for? If it's 
being a creative, design your posts to share 
creative ideas. If it's business management, 
you may want to share ideas on personnel, 
budgeting, and the like. 

 Who do you want your target audience to 
be? This is the money shot. Find a unique 
way to present who you are with what you 
know, and you'll be set. 

Running a social media platform takes time. Effort. 
A little brain-powered creativity. Here's the good 
news: You don't have to do it alone. 

Remember the emphasis on "social"? It works both 
ways. You want to share content to help connect 
you to a broader audience, right? Well, reverse that. 
Someone else out there has information and links 
you're interested in. Find them, promote them. By 
sharing someone else's posts and pages, you've 
still supplied your audience with information, while 

helping someone else gain status in the social media 
foray. 

See? They built it, you came. Now it's your turn. Build 
it, and they will come. 

This is where I pat you on the back and say, "Good 
game. Now, go get 'em!" 

  ~With a big gulp of sweet tea, and a 
box of Crackerjacks, 

Molly Jo 

by Diane Neil 

 Oh, Granny, Granny, tell me 

if what I heard is true--- 

that I'm not my father's daughter? 

I can only turn to you. 

  

My mother tells me lies galore 

and feeds me poisoned tarts. 

My brothers pulls the legs off frogs 

and practice throwing darts. 

Our family is in thrall 

to Satan's wicked arts. 

  

No need to freshen up my cup. 

I'll drink the bitter brew 

while I await the bitter truth 

that can only come from you. 

  

Inspired by Don "Kingfisher" Campbell 

 

A CUP OF TEA  
  WITH GRANNY 
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I Have a Sister 
by Sara Metcalf Leach 

 

My sister stays so close to me 

That I no longer think of thee. 

 

She sings to me a bonnie aire 

With a voice so soft it touches my hair. 

 

When my heart is heavy she holds it dear. 

When I cannot rise she stays ever near. 

 

When the earth beckons me its domain to 
depart 

And the clouds open up to embrace my 
heart, 

 

I know she will go with me 

For she is me 

And I am she. 

Mashed Potatoes 
by Molly Jo Realy 

 

Memories 

of movies 

and mom 

and Colonel Sanders. 

 

The off-white color, 

creamy on my tongue 

and warm 

in my soul. 

 

Feeling comforted, 

loved, 

fed, 

happy. 

 

Gravy lava 

flowing rivers 

down through 

forked ravines 

 

and scooped up 

with bread. 

 

Homemade with love. 

Memories of Mom. 

Radio 
by Molly Jo Realy 
 

Summer Saturday morn-
ings 

when the house was clean  

and the doors were open. 
 

We sat on the porch,  

my brothers and I, 

tossing pebbles into the grass 
 

only to retrieve them 

to toss them farther, 

and repeat. 
 

All while Mom made lunch 

to the tunes 

  of Jimmy Dean.  



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 10 

          by Davida Siwisa James 

 

October 1st will be here before you know it! Our nonprofit, Victor 
Valley Arts and Education Center, is really thrilled to bring this in-
augural book festival to our community. We wanted to celebrate 
our third year in operation, and so I thought, “Why not a book festi-
val?” Our plan was to showcase our own talented High Desert writ-
ers, invite incredible authors at the top of their game to be present-
ers, and encourage writers from other cities to showcase their of-
ferings. 

 And guess what?  It worked. We have over 35 exhibitors. 
The City of Victorville graciously welcomed us to become part of their Victorville Fall Festival, now in 
its fifteenth year.  

 We want to encourage you to come out to the festival at 14343 Civic Drive, on the same street 
as Victorville City Hall. This giant street fair attracts over 15,000 people annually, according to the 
city. We are right next to the food court. 

 I know you love books because we are all members of the oldest writing club in the state. So 
come explore new authors, including many of our own. 

 Book festivals are a wonderful place. It is my love of the L.A. Times Festival of Books that en-
couraged me to try to replicate a small version of that here in our hometown. A book festival is one of 
the rare places where authors of all levels gather to talk about and share their books. It is a unique 
experience to have a conversation with the author, make a connection, and purchase a signed copy 
of their book.  

 Anne Perry is scheduled as our keynote speaker, an international bestselling mystery author with 
over 27 million books in print. Many of you missed seeing her when she spoke at the club last year. 
Here’s your chance! In a nearby booth will be Ron Lazenby, a self-published author from Lucerne 
Valley who writes Westerns. And a couple of booths down will be our own Marilyn King who writes 
historical romance novels. I loved her book The Winds of Grace. Fred Anderson, the author of Lily 
Torrence is traveling from Phoenix, Arizona to share his books with us. We have a group from Cal 
State San Bernardino, “Written by Veterans” that will be exhibiting. And, of course, our club will have 
a booth. 

 Our noon presenter, Anne Biggs from Clovis, California, just returned from Ireland. She contin-
ues her research on the scandalous conditions of the mother-baby homes once run by the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. Anne is the author of The Swan Garden.  

 With the help of Barnes & Noble, we have our final presenter–Gini Koch, author of the fresh and 
funny Alien/Katherine "Kitty" Katt series. And Barnes & Noble will also have a mini store at our festi-
val with lots of books, and over a half dozen children’s authors who will keep the little ones enter-
tained with storytelling.  

 Putting on a festival like this is a major undertaking. We are a tiny nonprofit taking on a really big 
task—think “the little engine that could and did.”  There is still time for you to become a sponsor and 
help produce the festival. You may have missed out on the chance to have your name in our Daily 
Press supplement that will be out the week before the festival, but we welcome sponsors up to and 
including that day! Just visit our website at www.highdesertbookfest.org. For as little as $25…or as 
much as your heart desires, you can help us make a little book magic.  

 Come celebrate your love of books and the artists who put those words on the page.   

October 1, 2016     

10 am- 4 pm  

Creating Book Power Venue,  
Promotion in High Desert 
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ANNOUNCING  

THE THIRD ANNUAL  

HORROR BOOK FESTIVAL 
Sunday, Oct. 23, from 1 to 4 P.M 

Nevermore Enterprises, HDCWC members Rob-
erta Smith and Michael Raff, have organized an 
awesome program, and a great opportunity for 
many of our club members. The third annual Horror 
Book Festival will be held at the Courtyard Marriott, 
9619 Mariposa Rd, in Hesperia, on Sunday, Oct. 
23, from 1 to 4 pm. Admission is $10.00, $5.00 for 
children. Roberta will present a filmed trailer to pro-

mote her upcoming book, Simone's Ghosts. Michael will present his 
newest trailer to launch the sale of his latest book Skeleton Man.  

The Master of 
Ceremonies is 
none other than 
DJ/musician, 
Charlie Ray — 
husband to our 
own HDCWC 
member Holly 
LaPat, aka Sier-
ra Donovan.  

Have you met Ed-
gar Allan Poe? 

Highly acclaimed 
Edgar Allan Poe im-

personator, Travis 
Rhett Wilson,  will 
make you believe 

the real Poe recites 
his most famous 

works.  

The special guest speaker will be Susan 
Grau, a nationally recognized Evidential 
Master Medium and Psychic. Because of 
a near death experience, she comes from 
a unique place of light and has been able 
to communicate with the departed. She 
will discuss how she became a medium 
and conduct a demonstration. Guests who 
purchase any of the vendor's books, will 
be eligible for a drawing to win a free 
reading at the event.  

All published club members in adult fiction 
are eligible to purchase a table for only 
$20.00. 

The third annual Horror Book Festival 
promises to be fun, informative, and an 
amazing event.  see www.horrorbookfest.com for details. 

Courtyard  

Marriott 

$10 
ADMISSION  

FOR ADULTS 

SUN. Oct. 23rd 
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WRITE IN SMALL BURSTS 

Creative work doesn’t require oodles of time. That first draft you need to write? It’s 
best done in dribs and drabs, a little bit at a time. Instead of procrastinating, effec-

tive writers persuade themselves to write a little each day, no matter how frazzled 
and frantic they feel.  

Writer's Digest Conference presenter, Gabriela Pereira, will present “The 
Writing Life,” a workshop program designed to improve your writing craft 
and establish your platform during our annual Howl at the Moon conference. 

HDCWC announced that early-bird registration for just $35.00 is now availa-
ble for the all-day writers' conference to be held at James Woody Confer-
ence Center, 13413 Navajo Road in Apple Valley, on October 29. The price 
of $50 will be effective October 2nd. 

Pereira is author of “ DIY MFA: Write with Focus, Read with Purpose, Build 
Your Community.”  Her workshop shares the secret about writing: survival 
(and also success) has little to do with talent or technique; it’s all about 
mindset and attitude. This is true whether you are just starting out or have 
been writing for decades, and the most effective way to up your game is to 
understand yourself more fully, both as a writer and as a human being. 
That’s where our 2016 Howl at the Moon conference can make the differ-

ence for you.  

In the morning, she’ll walk you through a 
technique often used by tech innovators, and she’ll show you 
how to apply it to make your creative process more efficient 
and effective. Next, she will teach her “secret sauce” outline 
formula, so you can create a strong foundation for your story.  

In the afternoon, Gabriela will shift gears and show you how to 
build your author platform. It’s hard enough to write a book, but 
when you finally type those words “THE END” the work of mar-
keting your book and building an audience has only just begun. 
You’ll learn concrete steps for building your brand and estab-
lishing an effective online “hub” for your creative work. You’ll 
also learn how to find those ideal readers who will love your 
book, and how to connect with them in a meaningful, authentic 
way.  

 Gabriela Pereira is a writer, teacher, and self-proclaimed word 
nerd and the founder and instigator of DIYM-FA.com. She 

earned her MFA in creative writing from The New School, and teaches at national conferences, 
local workshops, and online.  

For a brief video about the “Howl at the Moon” conference, and registration, visit 
www.hdcwc.com.  Contact Director of PR & Adver. Bob Isbill (760)221-6367 

HDCWC Announces  

Author/Presenter Gabriela Pereira 
for Annual “Howl at the Moon” Writers' Conference 2016 

Gabriela 
Pereira 

$35 
until 

Oct. 

2nd 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories           
by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  
~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the Dor-
othy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

Our DCB student anthology  — Let It Be 
Recorded — is now available on Ama-
zon.com in Kindle format for only $3.99. 

 Volunteers Needed for the next Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Pro-
ject. Can you help as a mentor, reader, proofer, or editor? Con-
tact Mary Langer Thompson for current Year 2017 openings. 

mh_thompson@hotmail.com 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

Tell Us About  
Your Book Signing 
Space is free for an-
nouncements of your up
-coming event. Just 
send it to Rusty@ 
RustyLaGrange.com. 

Give date, time, loca-
tion, and other news. 

S 
I 
G 
N 
I 
N 
G 

 

October 1, 2016     

10 am- 4 pm  

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
     As children head back to school, traffic is beginning to cause more 
congestion in the afternoons. Be cautious while driving to writing 
events and book festivals.  

          As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 
11pt. with single spacing, please. Please make note that My email ad-
dress for submissions has changed to: 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me promote your book highlights. 

 October’s deadline is Sept. 23rd. November’s deadline: October 23rd.    

 

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 
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Notices 
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Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

 
Web site URL included 

(write a synopsis  
for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Services 

Gina Cruz Rider, Illustrator, Cover Artist for Hire 

JUL AUG SEP 

Your Notice Here 


