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Bonnie Barnett, au-
thor of "Bobo's 
Daughter," is our 
guest speaker this 
Saturday at Jess 
Ranch Community 
Church, 11537 Apple 
Valley Road in Apple 
Valley, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.  

Bonnie Barnett first met her father (Chester “Bobo” 
Barnett) at the circus. She was a four-year-old 
spectator; he was  

  OCT. 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Volunteerism: Our Unpaid Power Source 
From the President 

T he HDCWC is an organization run entirely by 
volunteers. Even the top positions generate no 

salary. But volunteerism can be a powerful force and 
get a lot done. 

B enjamin Franklin created the first volunteer fire 
department. Famous writer, Agatha Christie, 

served as a nurse in the Voluntary Aid Detachment 
of the Red Cross Hospital in Torquay, England, when 
her husband Archie was fighting in World War I. Sally 
Ride, the first woman astronaut, volunteered time 
with the Girl Scouts. She co-founded the Girl Scouts 
Camp CEO, a program which paired minority girls 
with successful minority women. 

I n the HDCWC, we can always use more volun-
teers. Sometimes it’s something simple like help-

ing to set up the tables and chairs for the meeting 
room. Or tearing down. Sometimes we just need writ-
ers to help staff one of our programs, like proofread-
ing one of our publications. Sometimes volunteering 
takes more of a commitment and time. On other oc-
casions, not so much. 

W e have a new program started by Mary 
Thompson called Literary Ambassadors. Mary 

noticed that many writers were searching for people 
who would promote their new book for a little while. 
They used different names for this, such as friend, or 
ambassador. Simple tasks were involved such as 
reading the book, recommending it to others, or writ-
ing a review on Amazon. So we thought we could do 
something like this for our own members, and differ-
ent activities were suggested in a brief meeting after 
the regular meeting. If you’ve been through the proc-
ess before of self-publishing and launching a book, 
maybe you could help out. This should not take up 
too much time. Let Mary know. 

Other projects require a little more time, may involve 
going to another location and keeping a schedule 

like being an instructor or mentor for the DCB Mem-
oir Project, or going out to the Federal Correctional 
Facility in Victorville to conduct workshops. We have-
n’t done this for a while but may resume in the future. 
Admittedly, this is not for everyone. I know some vol-
unteers who have a special affinity for this work. Oth-
ers, not so much. Your volunteer work should be a 
good fit for what you are able to do, and what you 
enjoy doing. Don’t try to force the square peg 
through the round hole. 

M ary DeSantis, one of our fairly new members, 
has really become involved with salons & help-

ing out at meetings, among other things. When I  

Continued on Page 2 
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one of the world’s most famous clowns, a veteran performer for shows like the Shrine 
Circus and The Ed Sullivan Show. Though his star persona was always present in the 
periphery of her life, she rarely got to see him in person, and the inconsistency of her 
mother, a former clown herself, only increased her loneliness. As she entered adult-
hood, put herself through college, and sought spiritual fulfillment, Barnett found herself 
seeking out her father at every turn. It wasn’t until she finally showed up at his doorstep 
that he stopped being a larger-than-life myth and became a very human father, full of 
faults, regrets, and love. "Bobo’s Daughter" recounts Bonnie’s quest for the affection 
and acceptance of her legendary father –and the lessons she learned along the way. 

Bonnie Barnett was born and raised in Southern California. She earned a BA in both art and psychology from 
California State University at Los Angeles and an MA in psychology from Pepperdine University. She cur-
rently works as a Marriage, Family & Child Therapist and Life Coach, and lives near Durham, North Carolina. 

 The public is invited and welcome to attend at no charge.   For more 
information, visit www.hdcwc.com or call (760)242-4963. 

HDCWC will continue holding its fu-
ture meetings from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Community Church at Jess 
Ranch located at 11537 Apple Valley 
Road. Our next meeting is Septem-
ber 12th. 

Directions to the Church’s meeting 
room: the Church is located on Apple 
Valley Rd. less than a mile south of 
Bear Valley Rd., past Town Center 
Drive, on the right-hand side. It’s one 
of the first large buildings in the Jess 
Ranch complex and has the first 
driveway access off the road. 

  

   ~~The Editor 

HD CWC  Meets at Jess Ranch 

Continued from Page 1  

The HDCWC will be making available a list of mentors who will take 

authors, one-on-one, who are ready to launch their book. There are at 

least a dozen ways the mentor will be able to help. And the branch will 

stand behind the effort by making space available on our website, post-

ing an article in our newsletter, The Inkslinger, posting information on 

the club’s Facebook page, making available a 15% discount if the au-

thor wants to place an ad in the Daily Press, and many other methods.  

 

We don’t know of another branch of the California Writers Club that 

supports its writers in this way. It is another reason, of many, to be a 

part of the HDCWC, if you wish to seriously promote your work and 

succeed as a writer. Whether you are an experienced writer and have 

been through this process before, or are a newer writer looking for some 

guidance, watch for more information at our September 12th meeting to 

get a complete picture of this advisory program. 

                        ~~ Dwight Norris 

 
LITERARY  

AMBASSADORS 
Meeting Reminder: 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

 

thanked her for all that she was doing, she was surprised. “You 
don’t have to thank me,” she said. “I didn’t come here to be 
served.” Really nice attitude about volunteering. 

So if you’re one of our many volunteers, thank you! We could-
n’t function without you. And if you haven’t jumped in yet, that’s 
okay. Just know that we always need volunteer help, and when 
you’re able and feel comfortable, your assistance will be wel-
come! 

Continued from page 1 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
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 Her latest book, Digging Too Deep, is her first attempt at the mystery 
genre, although she’s always wanted to start there. She grew up in English 
as a journalist, starting from the basics: obits, clean up, runner, and opening 
the mail for their “Dear Abby– styled” columnist. 

 When asked in a recent interview why she writes, Jill commented: 
“Oh, well. Why do I write? Only thing I knew how to do as a child, I had no 
other skills and devoured all the Agatha Christies. Mysteries became my 
favorite reading.” Jill is a member of Sisters in Crime and Mystery Writers of 
America. Her novel is planned for a series based on a curious Cornwall 
woman in USA, finds herself in desperate situations. 

What You Missed 

Text & Photos 
by Rusty  

LaGrange 

Jill Amadio 

Her latest memoir 

Out-of-state 
member, 
James Elstad 
popped in for 
a visit during 
his road trip 
to  market 
more of his 
Civil War-
themed nov-
els. 

Author Jill Amadio, World Traveler 

 Among Jill’s many accomplishments is her 
ability to adapt to a series of jobs in foreign countries. 
These views of the world, she says, has made it eas-
ier for her to place herself into a setting in which she 
is familiar. 

 With more than 14 book titles, many of the 
novels and memoirs, she finds the telling of the story 
a rich way to remember her many adventures.  
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Chris Lynch Rachel Ballon 

“Howl at the Moon” Writers’ Conference #5 

November 7th  — What Are You Waiting For? 
An all-day event with one workshop & one presentation 

 Students under 23 years of age with an active full-schedule only $25. 

 $50 per person. PayPal is available at www.hdcwc.com. 

 

 

 

at the 

James Woody Community Room  
in Apple Valley on Navajo Road.  

 Bring a Lunch or Dine Out 

Sponsored by High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

Only 30 Days Left ! 

In her Writer's Digest book, “Breathing Life Into Your Characters, ”Psychotherapist Rachel Ballon (above) 

teaches the reader how to use the principles of psychology to understand their characters better. Through a 

mix of instruction, examples, and writing and visualization exercises, readers learn how to tap into their own 

stories and emotions to create realistic, complex characters.  

This is what our afternoon guest speaker will be illustrating during the “Howl at the Moon” Writers' Conference 

2015 at the James Woody Community Room on Saturday, November 7th. 

The High Desert's fifth conference since 2010, contains solutions to problems writers face as the morning will 

be devoted to an in-depth seminar on self-publishing, conducted by author and adventurer, Chris Lynch. 

Although the early bird price of $35 has come and gone, the HATM is worth far more that 

the $50 admission price. And, if you missed that terrific price, discount coupons will be 

available for those attending the “Evening With Ken Rotcop” program at the Hesperia Li-

brary on Monday, October 19th from 6 to 7:30 pm. Rotcop sailed around the world on cruise 

ships for free, paying his way by telling interesting and captivating stories about his Holly-

wood experience, so it definitely won't be boring! As a past guest speaker, he’s no stranger 

to HD CWC. Join us and get a discount coupon for HATM conference. 

Attend “Evening with Ken Rotcop” at Hesperia Library, Oct. 19 

Get a Discount Coupon for Nov. 7th HATM Conference   
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Continued  on Page 7 

The state newsletter, The Bulletin, is scheduled to go 
electronic in publication and distribution with the first 
edition scheduled for roll-out in mid-November of 
2015. 

Nominated by Central Board Representative, Bob Is-
bill, The Inkslinger editor, Rusty LaGrange, was re-
cently appointed to replace the editor of the printed 
version of The Bulletin, Joyce Krieg.  

 

CWC President David George stated: 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of our new 
Bulletin newsletter editor, Rusty LaGrange of the High 
Desert Branch.  Rusty produces an outstanding elec-
tronic branch newsletter for HDCWC each month and 
is enthusiastic about continuing the high quality of our 
Bulletin into the electronic age.  Please join me in wel-
coming Rusty to the CWC State team! 

I also would like you to join me in thanking Joyce 
Krieg for her many years of volunteerism and dedica-
tion as our printed-form Bulletin editor.  It will be tough 
to exceed the quality of Joyce’s regular editions.  But 
it’s not like Joyce is “retiring”.  In addition to assuming 
the State Vice President’s role, Joyce has many other 
irons in the fire. 

Thanks to both of you for your great work on behalf of 
our venerable Club! 

 ~~   David G. 

CWC Central Board President 

High Desert's 

Rusty LaGrange  

Appointed Editor-

in-Chief of CWC’s 

State Bulletin 

         Mitzi had always known she was destined to 
be a great writer.  From early childhood she’d loved 
to read.  Mrs. Beasley, her third-grade teacher, re-
turned all her compositions marked with A+ and told 
her she had real talent. 

         In high school Mitzi excelled in English and 
Journalism.  By her junior year she had become the 
editor of the school newspaper.  She was especially 
adept at weaving incidents from her cheerleading 
and soccer activities into droll stories her friends en-
joyed reading. 

          When Mitzi enrolled in college, she chose 
English as her major, and she was encouraged to 
become a teacher.  Somehow, along the way, the 
love of reading and writing for its own sake got 
squeezed out by the constraints of time and neces-
sity. Required reading wasn’t always fun. The year 
Mitzi did her student teaching was especially chal-
lenging.  Grading stacks of student papers left her 
red-eyed and vision bleary.  At best, she occasion-
ally scribbled an idea for the great American novel 
she would write someday.  One slim notebook held 
all such scribblings. 

          Her second year of teaching at Fallbrook High 
School, Mitzi met Hal, the new soccer 
coach.  Theirs was an energetic relationship and 
within a year they married. Over the next six years, 
Mitzi took three maternity leaves to bear two lively 
sons and a beautiful daughter. Her annual newslet-
ters to friends and relatives highlighted the activities 
of their growing family. 

          Between raising her family and returning to 
teaching, Mitzi managed to jot down a few ideas for 
the novel she’d write when time allowed. 

** ** **  

          Somehow the years passed in a blur of family 
activities.  The children grew up and chose careers 
of their own.  Hal and Mitzi found themselves empty
-nesters, respected elders at Fallbrook  High 

Instead   By Diane Neil 

"Writing a book is an adventure. To begin with, it is a toy and an amusement; then 
it becomes a mistress then it becomes a master, and then a tyrant. The last phase 
is just as you are about to be reconciled to your servitude, you kill the monster, and 
fling him out to the public."                                                   ~~ Winston Churchill 

From Mistress to Monster ——- 
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 How Can a Writer  

Make Money Blogging? 

A blogger’s column  
by Angie Horn 

Happy Blogging ~~ Angie     

Angie Horn is a blogging coach and author. 

Contact her at hdblogging@gmail.com. 

News You Can Use —- 

Is there a novel in you? November is the noted 
month to see if you can whip out 50,000 words to-
ward your writing goal. National Novel Writing 
Month was started back in 1999 as motivational 
goal-setting for accountability among writing friends. 

Go Check out: www.nanowrimo.org  

NaNoWriMo Returns for Month of November 

High Desert’s DCB Writing Program for 2015 will be 
given a Proclamation by Apple Valley Town Council 
during a formal presentation set for October 27th at 6 
pm in the council chambers. 

DCB, named  for Dorothy C. Blakely, encourages 
and promotes fledgling school-aged writers to create 
a memoir based on a selected Memoir Star they in-
terview. Once collected an anthology of their essays 
are printed and sold. The program is supported by a 
generous grant from CWC Central Board. The se-
lected school this year was the Academy for Aca-
demic Excellence under the supervision of Charlotte 
Wilmeth-Street. 

We’ve Done It Again! 

A Shout-Out to Jenny Margotta 

by Marilyn Ramirez 

 

    If you are looking for a good editor for your cur-
rent writing project, I want to give a Shout-Out to 
Jenny Margotta, a fellow California Writer’s Club 
member to the High Desert Branch. 
   We all know Jenny as Treasurer of our branch, 
but her skills go far beyond that. I’d heard whispers 
that Jenny was a good editor, so I decided to hire 
her to edit my third book, The Winds of Courage. 
That was the best decision I’ve made in awhile. She 
does quality work. I am pleased to say she did a 
thorough job in the line edit and explained her rea-
soning as she went along. 
   I had hired professional editors for my first two 
books, The Winds of Grace and Isabel’s Song. In 
my opinion, Jenny Margotta’s copy editing was com-
parable to their work. In fact, she did a top-notch 
job. 
   If you are looking for a good editor for the final 
draft of your manuscript, I advise you to give Jenny 
Margotta a try. I’m glad I did and I plan to use her 

for my next writing project. Good job, Jenny! 

If you've started a blog to promote your books, con-
gratulations! The first challenge includes choosing a 
domain, paying for it, and setting up the blog. That 
can be overwhelming for the new blogger, but you 
did it. Now what? I’m going to give you three things 
to consider on how to make your blog a success. 
First, though, there are a few tips I’ve learned that 
can help make your blogging journey an easy one. 

Enjoy the journey as you write about your genre and 
inspire readers. Post consistently. Try out new strate-
gies you learn from other bloggers. Connect with oth-
ers who have been successful. Don't give up when 
you face hurdles. 

Consider what success means to you in blogging. Do 
you feel comfortable with posting once a week? 
Twice a week? Do you want to monetize the blog? 
What tools will you use to increase readership traf-
fic? Blogging takes dedication, and it requires time. 
However, you can be successful if you stay focused 
on these three things:  

1. Commitment  People often start out blogging with 
good intentions but lose hope when faced with frus-
trations. Problems with computers, Internet connec-
tions, and lack of readers can discourage any blog-
ger. Life is filled with interferences that may set you 
back. Stay committed no matter what. Remind your-
self of your goals, and be determined to make them 
happen. 

2.  Routine   Set a routine every morning. Drink cof-
fee, eat breakfast, go for a walk, or do whatever 
boosts your energy. Meditate on the good things 
happening in life, and look for little joys along the 
way. When you blog, you’ll be eager to inspire others 
because you feel refreshed. 

3.  Discipline   Write down how you plan to make 
your blog a success. Maybe that plan includes taking 
a class, connecting with other bloggers, or marketing 
your book. If you write it down, you’re apt to seeing it 
come to pass in reality. Writing a plan will help you 
discipline yourself. Keep a journal of the ups and 
down of your journey. 

Remember, too, to get enough sleep, eat healthy, 
exercise, and relax. Get out to enjoy natural Vitamin 
D. These are nature’s necessities of caring for your 
mind and body. If you combine those with commit-
ment, routine, and discipline, you’ll certainly be on 
the road to a successful blog. 
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School.  At Mitzi’s retirement dinner, Hal, now the ath-
letic director, looked on proudly as she recounted 
highlights of her teaching career.   

          On the way home, Mitzi said “Now I’ll have the 
time to write my novel.” 

          Over the next few days, Mitzi dug out her slim 
notebook of great novel ideas.  Carefully, she 
thumbed through the flashes of inspiration she’d had 
through the years. She read a few aloud. 

          “Song of the Southwest:  The story of a cowboy 
and the Hopi half-breed girl who captures his 
heart.  Shamrocks and Blarney stones:  A three gen-
erational saga of Irish-Americans.  The Godfather’s 
Daughter:  A girl torn between her Mafia upbringing 
and her love of a priest…” 

          Mitzi went silent, her 
eyes skimming over the 
next few entries.  A wry 
frown puckered her fore-
head as she remembered 
the words of one of her pro-
fessors: “Write what you 
know.”  What did she know 

of cowboys and Native Americans, Irish immigrants or 
the Mafia?  No amount of research would give her the 
insight to tackle such subjects. 

           That  evening, Hal noticed how quiet Mitzi was 
during dinner.  “How’s the writing going?” he 
asked.  “Have you started your novel yet?” 

          “Not really,” she murmured.  “I’ve been mulling 
over some ideas.” 

          Hal came home with flowers in hand and dinner 
reservations the next evening. He’d been named Ath-
letic Director of the high school district which included 
four other schools.  His enthusiasm was contagious, 
and Mitzi joined in his celebratory mood. 

           The next day she emailed their relatives about 
Hal’s promotion.  Before she closed her laptop, she 
dashed off a few anecdotes for Reader’s Digest.   

Soon she was writing articles, book reviews. and com-
mentaries.  A surprising number were published. 

           Eventually, Mitzi did publish a book about a 
subject she knew intimately.  While not exactly the 
great American novel, it was well written, and it was 
popular with young athletes.  It was called Champion 
Coach. 

Continued from Page 5 INSTEAD 

For the first time ever, we will be publishing The Bul-
letin with advertising. We are making that advertis-
ing available to businesses, CWC members, and 
individuals who wish to reach our target market at 
reasonable prices. 

The CWC is offering business card size ads for $35. 
These 2" x 3.5” ads will be placed in the index (rear) 
section of The Bulletin. Larger 3" x 5” index-card 
sized ads will be interspersed throughout the publi-
cation and will be offered at a cost of $60. 

Our intent is to publish The Bulletin three times a 
year with our roll-out first e-edition scheduled for 
mid-November of 2015. 

Deadline for advertising submissions 
for the next issue is Friday, October 30, 
2015. Capacity for advertising will be 
determined by the Editor-in-Chief. In 
case we receive more ads than can be 
accommodated, submitters will be noti-
fied of the option to reserve space in 
the next issue. 

All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, 
and will be published as received.  

Ads must be emailed as a jpeg file to               
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com, and a physical copy 
of your ad mailed with the payment. Please include 
your return address and telephone contact number. 

Space is limited and will be accepted on a first 
come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulletin will 
be emailed to advertisers upon publication, so 
please include your preferred email address along 
with your ad submission. 

Checks or money orders,  

made payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads,  

must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin Advertising Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Advertising Space Available in  

New Electronic CWC Bulletin 
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 Our apologies to L. Frank Baum and 

Alfred  Hitchcock, but our smiles go to car-

toonist Vic Lee of King Features Syndicate. 
 

 

The Finalists in the 26th Annual Golden Quill Awards have now been selected and notified.  The top three 
winners in each category were announced at the Central Coast Writers' Conference, just prior to the Keynote 
presentation Friday night, September 18th.  The awards were presented live on stage. 

This year’s contest brought unprecedented results.  The number of entries increased by 84% from last year; 
the awards reached across the nation with entrants from 25 states, and around the globe with entries from 
seven different countries. The awards increased to include $1,000 for first place winners in each of the three 
categories.  The quality of the writing was commensurate with this increase, making this the most competitive 
contest to date. First Place Flash Fiction and Short Fiction: Joeli Yaguda; First Place Poetry: Chris Weygandt 
Alba. 

The awards celebrate contestants and the Power of Story at the Central Coast Writers’ Conference which 
was held September 18-20 at the Cuesta College campus.  Events were also held at the Seacrest Hotel in 
Pismo Beach, including the free Book and Author Fair. 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED IN PRESTIGIOUS GOLDEN QUILL CONTEST 

Japanese lyrical poetry was part of 7th Century Shinto 
ceremonies. The poems, known as “Waka,” had thirty-
one syllables divided into a 5-7-5-7-7 count. Two hun-
dred years later this popular form developed into a 
word game.  

Two poets would compete in alternative sequences of 
5-7-5 and 7-7 successions, called “Renga.” 

The form of Japanese poetry changed in the 15th and 
16th Centuries, and Renga became known as Haiikai. 
It became an extremely popular pastime in the “Saki” 
houses where people sat around composing comical 
lyrics using the classical pattern. 

In the 17th Century, Matsui Basho, the most famous 
of the Haiku poets, wrote a travelogue using “hokku.” 
Although the English translation loses the syllable 
count, here’s an example: 

Lightning flash 

What I thought were faces 

Are plumes of grass. 
 

Basho wrote more than 1,000 poems and trained 
2,000 new poets. 

His book, Narrow Roads to the Interior, is considered 
Japan’s most famous literary work. 

 

Part 2 continues in November issue 

History of Haiku Poetry Form 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10206756010791771&set=gm.884051581678266&type=1
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Analysis & Casablanca Movie Salon  

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers 
Club recently held a “Salon” for the screenwriting 
genre at the home of Mary Ruth Hughes, the au-
thor of “Tishomingo,” where the classic film noir, 
Casablanca, was shown. After the movie, an 
analysis of the romantic narrative of the movie 
was presented by romance writer, Holly LaPat, 
writing as Sierra Donovan. 
 

Sierra Donovan is a wife, a mother of two, and a 
writer, though not always in that order. Her great-
est joy is helping people find true love on the 
printed page. She believes in classic movies, 
Christmas, happy endings, and the healing power 
of chocolate. 
 

Donavan's first novel, Love On The Air, was a 
Holt Medallion finalist. Her Kensington debut, No 
Christmas Like The Present, won the Golden 
Quill for Sweet Traditional Romance. She is also 
author of Meg's Confession. First book in her 
new Evergreen Lane series, Do You Believe In 
Santa?, hits the shelves Sept. 29.  

 

The event was attended by members of the 
HDCWC including award-winning screenwriter, 
and co-founder of the salon, Mary DeSantis. 
She is planning more workshops and salons this 
fall. Salons are one of many benefits of member-
ship in the 106 year old nonprofit organization 
which meets monthly in Apple Valley. For more 

information, visit www.hdcwc.com or call (760)

                 242-4963.             ~~  Bob Isbill 

Studying Screenwriting Was Never so Much Fun! 

Holly LaPat directs the workshop-styled session 

Members see film noir classic as standard in screenwriting 

#Why I Write# 
Celebrate NCTE's Seventh Annual 

National Day on Writing --  
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Join NCTE, the National Writing Project, The New York 

Times Learning Network, and The Teaching Channel in 

celebrating writing and thinking about why you do it.  

Participate in the Tweet-Up on October 20 using the 

#WhyIWrite hashtag and include visual representations in 

photos, film, and graphics.  

“Once you've seen one shopping 

center, you've seen a mall.”  

Only 79 Days Until Christmas 
CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN 

For those of you with long shopping lists 
and a passel of grandchildren to grant their 
favorite wishes, you are now warned. 

But like my dad used to say: 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
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Hello Goodbye   

by  fumi-tome ohta 

 There was a time  

  I had dreams and goals that shot into the sky and beyond. 

  I was here — 

    but I always wanted to be there. 

  I had stars in my eyes. 

  I wanted to fly to faraway places. 

  Now I'm older, 

  I'm toward the end of my life. 

   One would think there's nothing else to do, or see, or feel,  

      or wonder what's beyond the horizon... 

For some people that's true. 

    There's nothing else… 

But for me 

  I still have dreams and goals but a different kind— 

    one that the young wouldn't understand. 

  I'm in a place called 'here' — 

    'there' is elusive and fickle — 

     'there' is 'here' but not for long.  

I still have stars in my eyes but I need glasses.  

   "Is this my new road less traveled?"  

I still want to fly to faraway places,  

  To the countries and peoples who were so good to me. 

  "Hello. Remember me? Remember the times we had?   

I wanted to be with you one more time. No, I won't be coming back.  

 

                                                       Goodbye." 

  

High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official monthly publication for members of California Writers Club — High Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is copyrighted ©2015 by California Writers Club and may not be reproduced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an official position of, or endorsement by, High De-
sert members or California Writers Club. The Inkslinger  is published monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430, PM Box 
281, Apple Valley, CA 92307. Web page www.HDCWC.com 
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FREE ! 

SCREENWRITERS 

The High Desert Branch  

of the California Writers Club 

Presents  

“An Evening With Ken Rotcop” 

Ken Rotcop, the acknowledged Grand Master of Pitching, is the creator 
and owner of PitchMart— Hollywood’s biggest screenplay pitch event for 
writers and development executives. His screenwriting workshop was the 
subject of a feature-length documentary, Talk Fast, which has won vari-
ous film festival awards. STARZ network produced a two-part series on 

Ken Rotcop, Pitching Guru.  

As a screenwriter, Rotcop’s most prestigious production (which he both 
wrote and produced) was For Us, the Living: The Story of Medgar 
Evers which starred Laurence Fishburne. Among the honors the film re-
ceived were the Writers Guild Award, the Neil Simon Award, and the 

NAACP Image Award. 

Free Admission – Public is Welcome to Attend 

www.HDCWC.com 

Monday October 

19, 2015 

Hesperia Branch Library 

9650 7
th

 Avenue 

Hesperia 92345 
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Look for the Literary Review 
Coming Soon  

in Your Mailbox  

If you don’t receive one, be sure to 
check your MRMS listing to see if it is 
up-to-date for your current address, 
and that your current dues are paid. 

      In early 2003, the Central Board of the 
California Writers Club worked to establish 
California Writers Week. The plan was 
successful and on September 4 the Califor-
nia Writers Club members gathered on the 
Assembly floor in Sacramento to receive a 
Joint Legislative Resolution from Assembly-
man Tim Leslie. The Resolution is endorsed 
by the California Library Association.  

Tip Your Hat to 12th Year of CWC’s 

Proclaimed California Writers Week; 

Every Third Week of October 

A Message from CWC Central Board President  

If it hasn’t already arrived in your mailbox, you’ll soon receive the latest edition of the Literary Review. Now 
in its fourth year, it’s on its way to establishing itself as a CWC institution. Sadly, costs are rising. In order to 
maintain a quality publication while balancing our budget, we have instituted a submission fee beginning with 
the next issue. Going forward, $10 per submitter must accompany each submission of up to two pieces sub-
mitted at the same time, payable by PayPal or by check. Find submission guidelines and payment details on 
the CWC website, www.calwriters.org. The deadline is November 30, and we look forward to reviewing your 
fine writing.             

David George, CWC Central Board President 

http://www.calwriters.org/
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

Social media is part of our lives for most of us. But not all writers 
are on Facebook or LinkedIn, or a number of other communities 
online. Sharing information on common ground like this newsletter 
becomes crucial for getting the word out to your niche market — 
like HD CWC. Please share with us.   

 As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial 
font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. I have a new email address: 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories 
between 600 to 800 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also 
welcome. 

 November’s deadline: Oct. 23rd.    December’s deadline: Nov. 23rd.    

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Loma Linda University 
Children's Hospital needs 
young adult (teen) books 
for their patients.  Drop off 
books at our meeting in the 
box marked "Loma Linda 
Teen & YA Book Dona-
tions" by our information 
table.  

For more information, con-
tact Anita at our meeting or 
call (760) 954-3329.   

Teen  

& 

YA 
Books 

Wanted 

 

YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD HERE 

$10 FOR 3 MONTHS 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the 
Dorothy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

