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  MAY 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKERS 

  10 Trek to the LA Times Book Festival 
From the President 

See Story and Photos on Page 2 

Duo of Poets 
from War Era 

Viet Nam to 
Share, May 9th 

Bill Black 

In 2015, Peter Bourret’s first two 

books of poetry, The Physics of War 

and Land of Loud Noises and Va-

cant Stares, were published. Both 

books deal with the war experience 

and the long healing process.  He 

has a novel, three more books of 

poetry—none dealing with war—and 

his memoir in the works. 
Peter Bourret  

Bill Black is known as 

the narrator – story-
teller – poet acting as 

your guide into his view 
of the West, both as it 
was and as it is becom-

ing. He is also a skilled 
magician and incorpo-
rates some moments of 

magic into shows.  

A pril 18 and 19, 2015, marked the first 
time the HDCWC staffed a booth at 

the LA Times Festival of Books. Davida 
Siwisa James had attended the Festival 
more than a dozen times, starting back in 

the UCLA days (the Festival 
is now held at USC), but 
had never been part of be-
ing an exhibitor. 

A bout ten of us attended 
and staffed the booth 

in various shifts. We didn’t 
know exactly what to ex-
pect, but knew we would 
learn a lot from the experi-

ence. Booth #144 they called it, a 10’x10’ 
beauty on Mid-Trousdale Blvd. near the 
statue of Tommy Trojan. 

T he first thing we realized was that 
about a hundred square feet of booth 

space is not the Taj Mahal. With ten of us 
coming and going at different times, stor-
ing our books and marketing materials un-
der tables, and having food and drink 
available, space was tight. Very tight. 

W e didn’t sell a lot of books because 
none of us were big-name authors. 

Nobody knew who we were so nobody 
was looking for us. But I believe all of us 
sold some, met some nice people, and 
made some good contacts for the club. 
Overall, it was a good experience. If we do 
it again next year, we’ll do even better! 

See Story and Photos on Page 5 

Dwight Norris 
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Election of Officers coming in 
June. Get on the slate now. 
Contact Richard Zone, Nomi-
nating Committee Chair, if 
you wish to run. 

~~~  Log on To MRMS for Your 

Friendly Database  ~~~ 

When was the last time you logged on to Member 
Record Management System (MRMS)? 

The HDCWC would encourage you to do so. It’s a 
member benefit, having access to other members’ 
email addresses and phone numbers as well as 
searching for like-minded writers. 

If you’ve forgotten your password, or need guid-
ance to walking you through the sign-on, contact 
HDCWC Systems Administrator, Bob Isbill at ris-
bill@aol.com. 

Give MRMS an update of your own current infor-
mation also. When the CWC Bulletin is published, 
as well as this publication, both rely on this source 
for every branch member’s correct mailing address. 

So log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore this pro-
gram through all the help available within the sys-
tem. It’s very easy to use. 

Continued from Page 1  Peter Bourret grew up in Tucson, Arizona and 
received his BA and MEd from the University of Ari-
zona. In 2003, he retired from a successful career in 
education, which included teaching social studies at a 
middle school, English at the high-school level, and 
remedial writing at a community college.  

 While serving as a Marine 81mm mortarman in 
Vietnam during 1967 and 1968, he began writing po-
etry in earnest. Two years after his return from the 
war, he began writing his memoir as a way to process 
his combat experience. He has discovered that the 
road home is a long one, so forty-five years later, he is 
still writing, which he refers to as his oxygen.  Along 
the way, he returned to Vietnam twice, and one of 
those trips was the subject of a documentary titled 
Strands of Barbed Wire. 

 In June of 2014, War: a memoir, an autobio-
graphical piece was published online by The Writers’ 
Circle, Inc.  In November of 2014, he was awarded a 
first place medal for “Alone with it on Veterans Day,” at 
the 2014 VA National Creative Arts Festival in Milwau-
kee, where he was asked to present his prize winning 
poem. 

 Peter, a member of Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica and the Marine Corps League, has read his poetry 
to high school students and has been a guest speaker 
in high school classes, where he has discussed his 
war experiences for the past thirty years. Currently, as 
a volunteer, he teaches classes about PTSD at the 
Southern Arizona VA Health Care System in Tucson.   

 Bill Black is a North Carolinian who left the 
state when he entered the Army. While a youngster 
in North Carolina, he began performing magic at 
almost any place he could find an audience. He 
continued this through all the other things he has 
done over the years. Bill has performed as a magi-
cian and MC for shows throughout the country. He 
is a writer and creator of magic effects and has lec-
tured coast to coast. 

 During a portion of his poetry writing, he, 
like many other Vietnam veterans, found that it 
helped define some of the feelings bottled up by 
and after the war. Some of these poems have been 
shared with other veterans and their families. Bill 
began writing a more Western style of poetry when 
he realized in the mid 1990's that it seemed a more 
natural voice for his type of writing. 

 Bill recorded “Classic Western Poetry” and 
“The Changing West” on CD. The Academy of 
Western Artists, in their 8th Annual Will Rogers 
Awards for Outstanding Achievement of Contem-
porary Cowboy Skills chose “Classic Western Po-
etry” as one of the selections in the Top Ten voting 
for the Poetry Album / CD category for 2002. His 
poetry may also be found on Omar West's Cowboy 
Poetry site ( www.cowboypoetry.com )  and at 
Grunt.net — Home of U.S. Military History, 
( www.grunts.net ) in the poetry section. Bill's own 
website is www.billblackaz.com. 

The positions of current elected Board of Directors 
are open for the coming year. However, all incum-
bent Directors have decided to run again for their 
current seats, except for President, Dwight Norris. 

You may apply for any of the seats during the next 
HDCWC meeting or by contacting our Nominating 
Chair Richard Zone. 

We will be voting for: 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Your voting privilege is a benefit of the club. 

mailto:risbill@aol.com
mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org
http://www.cowboypoetry.com/
http://www.grunts.net/
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What You Missed —- 

Photos & Text 
by Rusty LaGrange 

Guest 
Speaker  

Chris 
Lynch 

With a vibrant personality and 
the stature to match any football 
player, Christopher Lynch 
shared his skills and passions 
for what makes him a writer. He 
knew that he wasn't the best 
writer out there because his 
early years were a struggle. "I 
found out that I should be writing 
about things that effect more 
than myself." 

His early subjects he found as 
they happened: writing about a 
manufacturer of historic surf mats, 
watching a local artist on the pier, 
analyzing an art wall in Venice, and 
meeting the test pilot who survived a 
777 mph freefall after ejecting at 
40,000 ft. As a freelance writer, those 
were the articles that sold. 

His research of a subject or project 
gives him the meat of the story to 
work from. Much like an investigative 
reporter, Lynch found human interest 
pieces and hawked them to maga-
zines to earn enough money to live 
on. It wasn't until he found the reason 
to gain more readers that Lynch felt 
he was on his way to a good solid 
writing career. His pearl of wisdom? 
"Never bore your readers." 

And, in his endeavor to pursue inter-
esting topics, he met a group of blind 
hikers who wanted to scale moun-
tains. Lynch, also being an avid 
mountaineer, joined forces to lead 
the group. He learned to deal with 
the blind and grow to understand 
how they can do what they do. 

His book series titled after his 
character, "One-Eyed Jack" is 
gaining attention. In turn he had 
this story idea, a book, and now a 
Lion's Gate offer to make it into a 
feature film. He's choosing not to 
write the screenplay because in 
his affable style of writing, he just 
can't bear the torture. "Writing a 
screenplay, is like painting by 
numbers -- just not for me." We 
asked who would be playing his 
part in the movie, and he said his 
best bet was on John Cusack. 
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Contributed Photos from 
Davida, Mike and Rusty 

LA Festival of Books 

Pick a beautiful Spring 
day in Southern Califor-
nia, line the walkways of 
iconic university -- USC-- 
with white event tents in 
rows, then direct 40,000 
visitors to roam the fra-
grant lanes and path-
ways and you have LA 
Times Festival of Books.  
Our delegation of authors 
shared a booth for the 
two-day event, April 18-
19. 

Comments heard (and 
overheard) "It's an im-

pressive campus." "This is more of a networking 
event than for book sales." "This place is huge." 
"They need handicapped trams to get you around 
this place." "Those purple flowers falling over eve-
rything are from Jacaranda trees." "I wish I had a 
Jacaranda." "Can I have your autograph?" "I 
picked up these free books. They were just hand-
ing them out." "It's a wonderful venue but it's so 
big." 

By the comments, it 

seems the book event 

was a success, not neces-

sarily for sales, as we 

were warned, but for the 

energy of its location, its 

strolling shoppers, and the 

camaraderie of the experi-

ence. 

Our HDCWC Booth at USC Campus 
2015 

  LA TIMES  

FESTIVAL OF 
BOOKS 

   

   

 

Hey Everyone, 

Just a note to say "Thank 
You!" for your participation in booth #144 at the LA 
Times Festival of Books! We knew we would learn 
a lot by getting a booth and actually being a partici-
pant instead of only a guest. So we jumped in and 
did just that! 

Thanks to all who helped staff the booth, lug in and 
lug out the stuff, helped get us organized and who 
greeted the many people who stopped by to say 
hello or inquire about our  books or our club.  

Our participants sold some books, but I think the 
best thing to happen was meeting people with an 
interest in writing and letting them know about our 
club. This may pay dividends throughout the year 
beyond our own geographical area.  

I personally met some quality people with stories to 
tell, and hope to make friends out of some of them. 
So thanks for all of your help. A lot of time and ef-
fort was put in to make this happen. Thanks for 
your sacrifice and grace during these two memora-
ble days. 

Warm regards, Dwight Norris, President HDCWC 
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Announcing the  November 7 “Howl at the Moon” Writers’ Conference #5 
The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club is extremely proud to announce 
the fantastic lineup of events in this year’s HATM Writers’ Conference: 

If you missed the April meeting, you have no idea how well-received Chris Lynch was by 
our branch members and guests attending. One thing he said was, “I teach a self-
publishing seminar but unfortunately, they are all taught down the hill.” 

Well, not anymore! We have invited Chris to do his intensive 3 !/2 hour seminar on self-
publishing as part of our program on Saturday, November 7, 2015 right here in Apple 
Valley. No traffic, no driving hassles, free parking, and brought to your doorstep by the 

HDCWC! 

And that’s not all… We will also have a two hour work-
shop presented by “Doc Hollywood”, Dr. Rachel Ballon, 
psychotherapist to the Hollywood stars and writers. 
Rachel Ballon helps us explore the question, “Do you want to be a writer or 
do you want to write?” She teaches writing to heal, overcoming psychologi-
cal blocks, and increasing creativity. 

Chris Vogler, 2014 guest speaker for HATM #4, says about Rachel’s book, 
Breathing Life into Your Characters: “Better than anyone I know, Rachel 
Ballon understands the confluence of good character writing and psychol-
ogy. It’s a good thing for the mental health of writers and audiences that 
she’s set down her insights about how the inner, personal drama really 
does breathe life into fictional characters. Writers simply can’t write beyond 

the limits of their own psychological growth, but this book shows them how to break through by tapping the 
power of their emotions. It gives them the courage to dig deeper in their writing and make it more honest and 
psychologically solid.” 

Don’t miss this inspiring and exciting event! Early bird prices are now available on our website, so reserve 
yours now! Go to www.hdcwc.com without delay. 

Here, in part, is what Christopher Lynch’s self-publishing program will include: 

With the e-book and self-publishing revolution here to stay, it’s one of the best times for a writer to be able to 
ride the wave of opportunity and to see their works published. But what are the pros and cons of self-
publishing? What about these services that charge thousands of dollars to publish a book? Are they legit? 
How does one go about self-publishing their book? How does one understand the confusing labyrinth of 
ISBNs, and copyright laws? Is publishing your book only half of the battle, or does the real work begin with 
promotion? 

For these and many other questions, please attend the free self-publishing seminar given by author Christo-
pher J. Lynch. Christopher has self-published numerous short stories, novels, and even a celebrity biography, 
in both e-format and print on demand. Throughout, he’s enjoyed great success, and has recently optioned his 
first self-published novel to a production company associated with Lion’s Gate Films! 

In this intense three and a half-hour program, Christopher will guide us through the self-publishing process 
from start to finish, and will demystify the many aspects and misnomers about self-publishing. The workshop 
will include: 

    The pros and cons of self-publishing vs traditional 

    Editing —     How to format your manuscript as an E-Book or POD  

    Cover design —     ISBN’s and bar-codes —     Costs of services  —    

    Pricing   —      Sales channels  —    Promotion 

    PLUS,  A live, step by step, demonstration of an e-book being uploaded 
and created on Amazon! 

The event will take place at the James Woody Community Room in Apple Val-
ley. Hours to be announced, but this will be an all-day event of tremendous value towards improving your 
craft of writing. Early bird pricing is just $35… but for how long, who knows? PayPal is available. 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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The High Desert Branch of the  
California Writers Club  

Presents  
Jia Jiang, Motivational Speaker  
and Author of Rejection Proof  

 

Hesperia Branch Library 
9560 7

th
 Avenue, Hesperia 

Thursday, May 14, 2015  6:00 to 7:30 pm 

Free Admission 
 

 Several years after Jia Jiang’s career in the corporate world, he took a life alter-
ing risk and stepped into the unknown world of entrepreneurship, which resulted in 
everyone's biggest fear… rejection. 
 This catalyst set Jia on the path to an historic calling. To conquer the fear of re-
jection Jia embarked on a personal quest and started a blog to face 100 days of re-
jection. His journey revealed a world that was hidden in plain sight, a world where 
people are much kinder then we imagine, discovering that rejection can be much less 
painful than we believe, and that it is the fear of rejection that is much more destruc-
tive than we know. 
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WELCOME NEW HDCWC MEMBERS 

BY FIRST DRAGGING THEM OUT OF THE 

CLOSET, THEN INVITING THEM 

How to Write a Sentence by James Thomas New Yorker magazine 10/24/2014 

 

In the never ending battle waged by those who wish to learn how to write, it is common practice 

to first learn to write a sentience. I shall bow to the wiser of our authors, James Thomas, whose 

eloquent prose answers the question of primary writers. The following is a short excerpt from an 

article in the New Yorker Magazine dated October 24th of last year. 

deally, you'll aim to begin on the left (in this case, with the word "ideally" ), head 

right (through the middle of the sentence), and stop at the far end of the sentence 

(in this case, right here). Using a period. 

Although we can see that Mr. Thomas has made every effort to be concise with his instructions, 

it stills leaves some gaping holes as to what words to place into the sentence itself. In further 

instructions, he elaborates on the ability to take the common written sentence and expound on 

its flexibility. 

entences have been around since the dawn of paragraphs, and indeed since 

before that, for sentences are essentially the building blobs of a paragraph. Right 

here, if  you are looking closely enough, you may notice that what you are now reading is a 

paragraph. And I could go further than that, even, to declare you are also reading words, letters, 

and indeed this entire page. Nobody thought you could do it, but here we are now and aren't 

you having a good time? 

While we consider Mr. Thomas' words of erudite wisdom, let us also expand our study to the 

use of words in these sentences we are about to create. As the creator, you must be careful that 

you don't fall in love with your words. By any stock, an extra word or two can stifle and 

constipate the best construction. 

oo much words in one go is unacceptable, and your writing should reflect that. 

Keep it concise and don't stuff your sentences with unnecessary, superfluous, 

gratuitous content that smothers your prose, muddies your intentions, confuses the reader, 

clogs up the page with excess text, pads out the work with inelegant drivels, irritates the eye, 

examines giraffes, and renders your point unclear. 

While many of us know that the writing styles of famous authors can be analyzed, there is one 

considered the ultimate sentence that each writer should aspire to. Let us go now, to Earnest 

Hemingway and the world's shortest short-short story of which it is made of this one sentence.  

 For sale, baby shoes, never worn.  

But wait! In further investigation, and on many web sites across the vast Internet wastelands, 

and without substantive investigation, it appears that even great men cannot be given credit in 

writing a perfect sentence. It seems that an article on similar short-short stories appeared as 

early as 1917 by William R. Kane, and the story title that Kane suggested was “Little Shoes, 

Never Worn." In 1921, newspaper columnist Roy K. Moulton pointed out that a classified ad, 

I S T 

Continued on page 10 

HDCWC To Present Motivational 
Speaker, Jia Jiang At Hesperia Library 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writ-
ers Club will present Jia Jiang, a noted motiva-
tional speaker and author of “Rejection Proof”, 
on Thursday, May 14 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at 
the Hesperia Branch Library 9560 7

th
 Avenue in 

Hesperia. Admission is free and the public is 
welcome. 

Several years after Jia Jiang’s career in the cor-
porate world, he took a life altering risk and 
stepped into the unknown world of entrepre-
neurship, which resulted in everyone's biggest 
fear… rejection. 

This catalyst set Jiang on the path to an historic 
calling. To conquer the fear of rejection Jiang 
embarked on a personal quest and started a 
blog to face 100 days of rejection. His journey 
revealed a world that was hidden in plain sight, 
a world where people are much kinder then we 
imagine, discovering that rejection can be much 
less painful than we believe, and that it is the 
fear of rejection that is much more destructive 
than we know. 

For further information, visit www.hdcwc.com.  

How to Write a Sentence  
by James Thomas  

New Yorker magazine (10/24/2014) 

I n the never ending battle waged by those who 
wish to learn how to write, it is common practice to 

first learn to write a sentience. I shall bow to the wiser 
of our authors, James Thomas, whose eloquent prose 
answers the question of primary writers. The following 
is a short excerpt from an article in the New Yorker 
Magazine dated October 24th of last year. 

Ideally, you'll aim to begin on the left (in this 
case, with the word "ideally" ), head right 
(through the middle of the sentence), and stop 
at the far end of the sentence (in this case, 
right here). Using a period. 

A lthough we can see that Mr. Thomas has made 
every effort to be concise with his instructions, it 

stills leaves some gaping holes as to what words to 
place into the sentence itself. In further instructions, 
he elaborates on the ability to take the common writ-
ten sentence and expound on its flexibility. 

Sentences have been around since the dawn 
of paragraphs, and indeed since before that, 
for sentences are essentially the building blobs 
of a paragraph. Right here, if  you are looking 
closely enough, you may notice that what you 
are now reading is a paragraph. And I could 
go further than that, even, to declare you are 
also reading words, letters, and indeed this 
entire page. Nobody thought you could do it, 
but here we are now and aren't you having a 
good time? 

W hile we consider Mr. Thomas' words of erudite 
wisdom, let us also expand our study to the use 

of words in these sentences we are about to create. 
As the creator, you must be careful that you don't fall 
in love with your words. By any stock, an extra word 
or two can stifle and constipate the best construction. 

Too much words in one go is unacceptable, 
and your writing should reflect that. Keep it 
concise and don't stuff your sentences with 
unnecessary, superfluous, gratuitous content 
that smothers your prose, muddies your inten-
tions, confuses the reader, clogs up the page 
with excess text, pads out the work with inele-
gant drivels, irritates the eye, examines gi-
raffes, and renders your point unclear. 

W hile many of us know that the writing styles of 
famous authors can be analyzed, there is one 

considered the ultimate sentence that each writer 
should aspire to. Let us go now, to Earnest Heming-
way and the world's shortest short-short story of 
which it is made of this one sentence.  

http://www.hdcwc.com
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Will you be “Submittorious” this year?  A challenge I mentioned last issue now al-
lows all submissions to The Inkslinger to be considered for a $50 award or one free 
year of dues (worth $45). If you submit an article, short story, poem, or essay, and it 
is published from January 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015, you are automatically en-
tered into the challenge. Easy! You don’t have to do a thing to enter!! As editor, I will 
collect all submissions and review them, along with my selected minions of judges, to 
determine who gets the “Submittorious” cash award at the end of the year. 

Called "Submittorious" -- I love 
making up words. If you submit, 

you may be victorious.   

However, you must be a current member in good stand-
ing with HDCWC. All judging of entries are final. No other 
cash awards are given. Only a single entry will be chosen 
from all entries collected. Winner to be named Jan. 2016. 

HDCWC NEW MEMBER OFFERS 

HEADSHOT PHOTO SPECIAL 

Ryan Brewer was referred to the CWC by his father 
Michael, a member since 2010.  He holds an AAS in 
Digital & Film Arts, from Pima College in his home-
town of Tucson, Arizona and he comes to the High 
Desert after spending the last 7 years in Oakland.  
He is currently working on a Bachelor of Science in 
Multimedia Design & Development with a focus on 
Web & Graphic Design.  Ryan is an experienced 
photographer and cinematographer and he is cur-
rently signed on with two of our members to trans-
form their stories into promotional short films. He 
has also already provided headshots for our very 
own President, Dwight Norris and Central Board 
Representative, Bob Isbill.  

Thanks to the generosity of all the folks over at Val-
ley Hi Nissan in Victorville, who have opened one of 
their conference rooms to HDCWC, Ryan has been 
able to set up a temporary studio and offer all CWC 
member’s – along with their immediate family – an 
exclusive discount on professional headshots. 

Ryan will be taking reservations for Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday, May 3rd  through May 5th, 10am to 
7pm.  Anyone taking advantage of Ryan’s special 
offer has their choice of either his 30 minute, $35, 
Basic Package or his hour-long, $50, Premium 
Package.   Both packages are a substantial discount 
on average headshot photo prices so book your ap-
pointment today before it’s too late! 

To learn more about Ryan Brewer, his headshot 

special, or any of the other services he can offer 

you, he can reach on his mobile at 520-906-6229 or 

by email at brewersomething@gmail.com 

Sales Continue for Early Life 
of Jack London 

Many of you know that the 
manuscript of the primary 
source of Jack London in Boy-
hood Adventures was once sit-
ting in the trunk of his grand-
daughter’s home. Diane Neil 
offered the unpublished story to 
our HDCWC board as a vehicle 
to raise money for the branch. 
The profits will also go to Diane 
and shared equally with her sis-
ter as long as sales continue. 

The story focuses on the formative years of two 
young boys surviving the mean streets of lower-end 
Oakland, CA. at the turn of the century. Their families 
are poor and the boys are very adventurous. Without 
supervision, many of their high-jinx backfire. Boys 
want money to spend and will devise ways to do it. 

The author Frank Irving Atherton, and Jack’s boy-
hood buddy, find ways to grow and define what they 
will hope to achieve in adulthood. We all have 
dreams. This book is age-appropriate for younger 
readers and has taken a special place in my per-
sonal library. 

Go to www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.  
Also available on Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

~~ Rusty LaGrange 

 
MOTHER’S DAY REMINDER 

— Everyone has one. 

 

A Hopeful Quote —  from Doc Holliday’s Mom 

My Momma used to say that 
even a broken clock is right 

twice a day. 

— Doc Holliday 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=table+clock&view=detailv2&&&id=EA168714403068D9F9EC4019FF033DC1C62C86D9&selectedIndex=32&ccid=YF18hLca&simid=608019317838709481&thid=JN.lOWJLA5WYTxfYfhZK7u9Hw
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News You Can Use —- How to Create a Writer’s Blog        
That Brings Readers 

A new column  
by Angie Horn 

Our attendance this past Saturday, assuming we all 
signed in (I did... after the meeting when I was tally-
ing numbers... oops) --  
Total = 80 
59 Members + 21 Guests  

Ryan Brewer will be taking reservations for Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday, May 3rd  through May 5th, 
10am to 7pm.  Anyone taking advantage of Ryan’s 
special photo offer has their choice of either his 30 
minute, $35 Basic Package; or his hour-long $50 
Premium Package.  

To learn more about Ryan Brewer, his headshot 
special for authors, call his mobile at 520-906-6229 
or by email at brewersomething@gmail.com. 

(see Page 8 for full story) 

Counting Noses 

Mugging for Your Book 

 “For sale, baby shoes, never worn.” 

B ut wait! In further investigation, and on many web 
sites across the vast Internet wastelands, and 

without substantive investigation, it appears that 
even great men cannot be given credit in writing a 
perfect sentence. It seems that an article on similar 
short-short stories appeared as early as 1917 by Wil-
liam R. Kane, and the story title that Kane suggested 
was “Little Shoes, Never Worn." In 1921, newspaper 
columnist Roy K. Moulton pointed out that a classi-
fied ad, “Baby carriage, for sale, never used,” em-
bodied the plot of a story. From there, “the Heming-
way anecdote ... probably evolved.” 

D on't be disheartened that your words won't make 
a truly good sentence. Even the professionals 

can screw up. The final selected words for Mr. Tho-
mas are more prophetic: 

Don't feel like you're under pressure, though! 
Mistakes are whom makes us what we are. 
You can only learn by falling off the horse, 
then climbing up the horse again. Take one 
word at a time and take regular breaks. Never 
lose track of the central idea of the sentence, 
because if you do, then by the end it any 
won't any sense make. 

Note: James Thomas, also known as Astonishing Sod, is a comedy 
writer from Ireland. He has more than 20 Twitter accounts and is 
currently working on eight books. 

Continued from Page 8 

What is it about the books you write that attracts 
your audience? Suspense? Comedy? Inspiration? 

Readers who love your books are eager for you to 
write the next one. You can’t write fast enough for 
them. What can you do for them in the meantime? 

Inspire them. Motivate them. You have a tool. A 
blog. 

Inspire 

Remember that juicy conversation you overheard 
the last time you were enjoying a cup of coffee at 
your favorite coffee shop? Blog about it. Keep your 
readers guessing how you’re going to sneak that 
one into your next book. 

Use the things that inspire you to reach out to your 
readers. If it helps you, it can help them. Entertain 
by blogging about everyday events, other authors, 
or “aha” moments. Useful content like this will 
draw traffic, friends and readers will share the 
news, and your blog will grow. 

Motivate 

Thank your readers and blog followers for their 
loyalty and support by offering them a free prod-
uct, monthly newsletter, tips on things that inspire 
you. Motivate them to follow their hearts to make 
their own dreams come true as you did in becom-
ing a published author.  

Teach an online class or webinar. If you don’t feel 
comfortable enough to run a webinar by yourself 
then ask a writer friend to co-teach with you. By 
partnering you can show others how they can ac-
complish goals that will turn dreams into a reality.  

Reach out to your readers by posting inspirational 
and motivational topics that will change their lives. 
Try to focus on the subject of your blog so visitors 
find you more easily when they are looking for 
what you offer — and what they need. 

Happy Blogging!  Angie 
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LIST OF TITLES DONATED  

FOR WORLD BOOK NIGHT 

Jack London in Boyhood Adventures — Diane Neil 

Poems of my Father —  Jeanne Newcomer 

Counsel of Ravens —   Madeline Gornell 

Death of a Perfect Man — Madeline Gornell 

Lies of Convenience — Madeline Gornell 

Reticence of Ravens — Madeline Gornell 

Write to be Heard — Diane Sherlock and Aaron Gansky 

Angel and Stories from the Heart  — Evelyn Blocker 

Uncharted Waters   —  Evelyn Blocker 

Life is Basically Tragic - But Not Mine — Evelyn Blocker 

The Wind Blows to the South  —  Evelyn Blocker 

The Bargain  —  Aaron Gansky 

Sarah Jane  —  Suzanne De Board 

The Serial Killer, My Son   —   Frances Smith Savage 

Julie: A Time to Live —  Frances Smith Savage 

How to Write & Sell Your First Novel  —  Oscar Collier 

   with Frances Spatz Leighton 

How to Write Fast (While Writing Well) — David Fryxell 

The Accordo  —  Roberta L. Smith 

The Accordo  —  Roberta L. Smith 

The Gentleman Host  —  Dwight Norris 

My Name is Inferno —  Dwight Norris 

Johnny McCarthy: A Coal Miner’s Son  — Dwight Norris  

by Mary Langer Thompson 

 For the fourth year in a row, members of 
the High Desert California Writers Club partici-
pated as volunteer “Book Givers” on World Book 
Night, April 23 -- Shakespeare and Cervantes’ 
birthday. We gave away twenty copies of books 
written by our own members.  

 Thank you authors, Dwight Norris, Mike 
Raff, Evelyn Blocker, Roberta Smith, Suzanne 
De Board, Aaron Gansky, Francis Smith Savage, 
Diane Neil, M.M. Gornell and J.P. Newcomer. 
(see their donations in next column) 

 This year we chose a new vendor, a local 
urgent care facility. Loralie Pallotta (Kay) and I 
walked around and asked various people, “Are 
you a reader?” It wasn’t long before all the books 
were gone with comments from recipients like, 
“Bless you!” “I can’t believe this.” “This is so won-
derful,” and “I still like to hold a book in my 
hands.” We invited people to club meetings and 
when asked, “Would you like feedback?” told 
them an honest review on Amazon would be ap-
preciated. 

 Thank you, Dave Thompson, for making 
cards to hand out saying, “Happy World Book 
Night, 2015. This book is given compliments of 
the author and the High Desert Branch of the 
California Writers Club.” 

 Thank you, also, to Donna at Hi Desert 
Book Oasis for holding the books until we de-
cided on a venue, and to Bob Isbill and Dwight 
Norris for their ongoing support. 

Different Method of Delivery for 

“World Book Night” 2015 

by Mary Langer Thompson 
 

I first met Jia Jiang at Storyline, a Writer’s Conference held at Point Loma University in San Diego in 
2014. He was a keynote speaker and talked about giving up his six-figure job because he wasn’t happy. But 
then he started a business and failed. Failure was not something he was used to, and he was so emotionally 
upset that he figured he had to do something. He socially engineered some experiments to put himself 
through rejection. On purpose. But guess what? More often than not, he didn’t get rejected. He asked a po-
liceman to ride his motorcycle. The answer was “yes.” He asked a pilot to fly his plane,  

How I Became a Book Ambassador 

Continued on Page 12 
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See his poster on Page 7 

by June Langer 

Growing up in the thirties during the Great 
Depression wasn’t all bad. Wonderful inventions and 
improvements were added to our lives in those 
years. One of them was the radio. 

Radios were not small objects that fit in a 
purse or pocket. They were large contraptions, con-
sisting of tubes and wires housed in a cabinet that 
had to stand near a wall socket and be plugged into 
the electricity. 

One Saturday, Mom, Pop, Sis and I set off on 
the streetcar for Montgomery, Ward and Company. 
We disembarked in front of the ten-story building, 
which held a huge selection of furniture. On the sev-
enth floor, stood the radios, their cabinets a collec-
tion of mahogany, maple and cherry wood. A sales-
man extolled the virtues of each product and allowed 
us to listen and compare. Mom and Pop liked two but 
couldn’t decide on which cabinet. The salesman 
said, “We’ll send them both to your home. Listen and 
admire them for one week. When you make up your 
minds, we can pick up the one you don’t want.” On 
Monday, two radios, one mahogany and the other 
oak, were delivered to our house. 

Four feet tall and three feet wide, the radios 
had two knobs on the front, one for turning the radio 
on and controlling volume, the other for station selec-
tion. The back was open and inside was a conglom-
eration of tubes in various sizes and many wires. 

For a week, we listened to those two radios. 
Though both sounded great, Mom chose the mahog-
any because it matched the piano. Every evening 
after supper, we listened to Bob Hope, Jack Benny, 
Fibber McGee and Molly, theater plays and the 
news. Pop’s favorites were blow-by-blow descrip-
tions of Joe Louis’ boxing bouts, the Lone Ranger, 
and the Shadow. Sis and I liked Little Orphan Annie 
while Mom enjoyed the plays. On Sunday, Uncle Bob 
read the funnies to the kids. We heard all of FDR’s 
Fireside chats. 

I remember the horror and shock of the announcer 
when he reported the Hindenburg disaster, the emo-
tion in the voice of Edward the Eighth when he abdi-
cated in order to marry Wallis Simpson, the woman 
he loved, and the news that Will Rogers and his pilot, 
Wiley Post, had died in an airplane crash.  

On Sunday, December 7, 1941, we heard the 
news that changed our lives. Pearl Harbor had been 
attacked and our country was at war with Japan. 

For years, the radio was a part of our daily 
lives. We depended on it for weather reports, news 
and entertainment. It was our faithful companion until 
TV came along. 

Our Radio 

never having flown one. Guess what? Soon 
he was up in the air. His Krispy Kreme donut request 
went viral. He drew some conclusions: “Rejection is 
just an opinion. It says more about the other person, 
but we take is as a truth about ourselves.” His talk 
was funny, and he received a standing ovation. 

I followed his blog and kept up with his activi-
ties. Then I received an invitation to apply to become 
one of his “Book Ambassadors” for his soon-to-be-
released book by Penguin/Random House, Rejection 
Proof: How I Beat Fear And Became Invincible 
Through 100 Days of Rejection. I applied and was 
accepted. My motives were not completely selfless. 
Many of us in this club are trying to market our 
works. What ideas could I and the other Ambassa-
dors come up with to help him? What could I learn 
from him by helping him market? 

Jiang asked only a couple of things: read the 
proof of his book (a free book!) and write a review on 
Amazon (I’ve done that!) and gather between 10-12 
people if he comes our way on his national tour. 
Well, I know more writers than that who might want 
to learn about how to handle rejection. 

  I hope you’ll look forward to hearing an en-
tertaining speaker talk about a subject of concern to 
many of us as both writers and people.  

Continued from Page 11 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=family+listening+to+old+radio&view=detailv2&&&id=6CBF761F8172F0E96D52A156C0CCAD96BBFB3546&selectedIndex=7&ccid=6A%2fpIILB&simid=608018364364819506&thid=JN.vtelAUGrxRIoInPc6K1XXw
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Courage to Write 
 

by James Scott Bell 
(reprinted by permission of the author) 

 
  It takes courage to write. Not the kind of courage that a soldier displays going into battle, or a fire-
fighter reveals charging into a burning building. That’s elevated courage, the kind that deserves to be honored 
in our culture. I’m not getting anywhere near to describing that kind of guts. I’m talking about the non-lethal 
world, where it takes a degree of courage to do almost anything worth doing. Because for every enterprise of 
note there are critics and doubters, scoffers and jeerers, ready to pour acid rain on your parade. It takes cour-
age to write because obstacles and doubts come in many forms and build big brick walls to try to stop your 
progress.  
 Dick Simon (of Simon & Schuster) once said, “All writers are scared to death. Some simply hide it bet-
ter than others.” We all know the publishing business is in major shakeup mode right now. Trying to predict 
the future of the industry is sort of like trying to judge the family prospects of guests on Jerry Springer – can 
any relationship survive? 
  With all this going on, any writer – new or established – can start to wonder: Is the dream worth it? Do 
I have any chance of getting published? Staying published? Am I good enough? Am I a fraud? Are the odds 
too great? Every true writer faces questions like this. And every true writer finds a way to dig down and write 
on.  
 As a professional writer (and even before publication) I’ve faced all the same doubts.  
 
 Through trial and error I worked out a few ways to keep on keeping on. Maybe one of these will help 
next time you feel like throwing in the towel. 
 

 Think in terms of one more page. Don’t ponder the future or replay the past. Don’t stew about the 
industry or the myriad things you can’t control. Think about the work in front of you. Get that page 
done, then move on to the next. Establish a quota system and stick to it. The writing itself be-
comes the best way out of the bog of doubt. 

 
 Get some visual motivation. When I decided I was going to be a writer no matter what, I went out 

and bought a black coffee mug with Writer written in gold across it. A little corny, sure, but I didn’t 
care. I wanted to earn the right to be called a writer, and seeing the cup daily reminded me of the 
commitment I’d made. In my office now I have pictures of three writers I admire. The first is of 
Stephen King, in his home office, feet up on the desk, looking over a manuscript. He’s dressed 
casually. His dog is under his legs, looking at the camera. This is my idea of the good life. Then 
there’s a picture of John D. MacDonald, tapping away at his typewriter, pipe in mouth. He was pro-
lific (his biography is entitled Red Hot Typewriter) and a master of story and style. The photo re-
minds me to keep producing words. Finally, I have a picture of Evan Hunter/ Ed McBain, from the 
back of one of his novels, arms folded, staring out  as if in challenge. He was even more prolific 
than MacDonald, writing both literary and genre novels. If I’m not working hard enough, his glare 
reminds me to get going again. 

 
 Go to a bookstore and browse. Look at author photos and dust jackets. See what’s come out 

lately. If you can, make it an independent bookstore, and buy a book from them. They are folks 
who love books and are struggling mightily right now. Show a little support, then go back to your 
keyboard and write. 

 Re-read some favorites. I have a shelf of novels I especially love. Sometimes I’ll take one down at 
random and start reading. I get inspired again with the pure joy of what writing can be. Then I try to 
make some magic happen on my own page. 

Remember what Satchel Paige once said: “Don’t look  back. Something may be gaining on you.” 
 
Visit James Scott Bell online at  www.JamesScottBell.com Printed with permission of James Scott Bell: Writing Fiction 
for All You're Worth: Strategies and Techniques for Taking Your Fiction to the Next Level. Compendium Press.  

http://www.JamesScottBell.com
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
      I’ve had to cut back on some of my club activities for the 
summer months, so be sure to check with Mary Thompson or 
Marilyn King for openings in critique groups. If you’re on a waiting 
list you may be called. Critique groups need active and supportive 
members to make them valuable to the authors who depend on 
feedback. Consider your time commitment when you sign up. 
  

 As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial 
font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. Contact phone: 760-646-2661. 
I have a new email address: RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to 
aim for articles no longer than 600 words. 

 June’s deadline: May 23rd.    July’s deadline is June 23rd.    

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
Look up older articles online  from The 
Inkslinger . Just go to:www.hdcwc.com /
Newsletter Page. Use a past issue to se-
duce a new writer to join us. We've made 
it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

