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  March 2016 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

 Dwight Norris 

Become a Valued Member in  
Your Critique Group 

A  plaque hangs on the wall of my office that offers advice for good 
communication, one person to another. The acronym that guides 
the interaction is T-H-I-N-K. Is it true? Is it helpful? Is it inspiring? 

Is it necessary? And is it kind? 

 

A ll interpersonal communication is sensitive, but regarding writing, 
that which takes place in the critique group can be critical to the 
well-being and benefit of the participants. First, is it true? Writing 

covers all subjects, even those of a specialized nature. The one offering 
the critique may not understand the true application of the words, and 
may not take the time to research and learn. If they plunge in and offer 
the critique anyway, they may not even be accurate. 

 

S econd, is it helpful? If it knocks 
someone down rather than lifts 
them up, it is not helpful. If it dimin-

ishes rather than edifies, it is not helpful. 
If it discourages rather than encourages, 
it is not helpful. Part of this lies in what the 
critique group member chooses to ad-
dress, and part of it in how it is presented.  

 

T hird, is it inspiring? To inspire means to breathe life into. The one 
who can point the way to improvement and inspire is that per-
son’s friend. The one who can help someone get better while 

cheering them on is a valuable complement to their progress. The one 
who can offer constructive help in the spirit of good humor is of great 
value. 

F ourth, is it necessary? An experienced writer can find something 
amiss on almost every line of a novice’s writing. But, so what? And 
why would the senior writer want to do that? What does it prove? 

Won’t the fledgling writer learn over time with the caring and construc-
tive critiques of her colleagues? Is it necessary to attempt to correct 
everything in one sitting? 

Continued on Page 2 

“Establishing Credibility 
With Publishers” for March  

Our High Desert branch will host 
LeeAnne Krusemark this Satur-
day, March 12 from 10 am to 
noon at Jess Ranch Community 
Church, 11537 Apple Valley 
Road. As always the public is wel-
come and there is no charge for 
admission. 

Krusemark is a nationwide inspi-
rational speaker on aspects of 
publishing, as well as an adjunct 
online Professor of Publishing for 
Harvard and more than one thou-
sand other facilities worldwide. 
She is also a former journalist, 
editor, managing editor of news-
papers, author of many magazine 
articles and business books.  

 

 

LeeAnne Krusemark  
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Deadline for advertising submis-
sions for the August issue is Friday, 
July 29, 2016. Capacity for advertis-
ing will be determined by the Editor-

in-Chief. In case we receive more 
ads than can be accommodated, 
submitters will be notified of their 
option to reserve space in the next 

issue.    

Check or money order made  

payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads  

must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin Marketing Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Be Seen  Statewide in  

The Bulletin 

 

HDCWC will continue holding its future 
meetings from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Community Church at Jess Ranch lo-
cated at 11537 Apple Valley Road. Our 
next meeting is March 12. 

Directions to the Church’s meeting 
room: the Church is located on Apple Val-
ley Rd. less than a mile south of Bear Val-
ley Rd., past Town Center Drive, on the 
right-hand side. It’s one of the first large 
buildings in the Jess Ranch complex and 
has the first driveway access off the road. 

    ~~The Editor 

Continued from Page 1 

F ifth, is it kind? What a special place 
someone holds in our hearts when they 
are kind to us. We hold them in high re-

gard. We are more receptive to what they 
think. We like being in their company. Kind-
ness is rare. It exudes from thoughtfulness 
and intention. It is needed in the critique 
group. 

 

H ave you noticed we don’t call these 
groups criticism sessions? I wonder how 
many would participate if we did. Criti-

cism has a negative connotation. It is associ-
ated with finding fault, making judgments, and 
disapproval. It gets personal. Critique is in-
tended to be constructive and deals with the 
writing, not the person. To be the best possible 
member of your critique group, let T-H-I-N-K 
be your guide. 

           ~~  Dwight Norris, Pres. 

 

 HDCWC Announces 

Nominating Committee  
 

The HDCWC Board appointed Bob Isbill as 
the 2016 Nominating Committee Chairman, 
who appointed Mary Langer Thompson and 
Linda Boruff to serve on the committee. 
The committee was approved by the board. 

Members are encouraged to notify one of 
the committee members if he/she would 
like to be placed on the slate of officers to 
be elected at the June 2016 meeting by 
those members present and voting.  

Candidates willing to serve, and in agree-
ment to be nominated may also be nomi-
nated prior to election at the membership 
meeting on June 11, 2016. 

In case of two candidates running for the 
same office, election will be made by secret 
ballot. 
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What You Missed 

Hazel Stearns 

Our branch draws in so many creative writers and art-
ists that eventually we will know all of them. Hazel 
Stearns has taken her writing abilities from the real es-
tate industry to articles for Victorville Daily Press. Her 
High Desert insights come naturally because she was 
raised in Hesperia. 

Writing Shaping Kate — her memoir in print for several 
years now — was one of the outcomes of being able to 
take her experiences growing up in an innocent age, 
less the computers and PlayStation. She’s also taken 
her ease in public speaking to other local groups. But 
she’ll admit that public speaking and sharing her sto-
ries were not the easiest things to learn. 

Hazel knows that “as a child in the desert you had the freedom to roam. Our own adventures came by way of 
our inventiveness which increased our creativeness.”  

While on her path to Real Estate and 20 years in sales and publishing in that market, she took a Creative 
Writing class. “I always wanted to write but I kept that part aside while I worked.” Once she retired she al-
lowed time for writing a memoir. “As everyone says: ‘Write what you know.’ “ So for her, writing about the 
wonderful times shared with friends roaming through the less populated ranges in the 1950s, seemed like the 
logical thing to do. 

“I began keeping notepads in every room in the house.” She began jotting down memories as they popped in. 
Her collection of notes prompted her to begin with an order of memories in 
an outline. “I vividly remember playing in the Hesperia dump. I wouldn’t tell 
my parents, but we would find cow skeletons buried there from Los Flores 
Ranch. We pretended to be forensic investigators long before we even 
knew what that was.” 

Hazel also admits to roaming as far as Deep Creek. Children took chances 
back then while learning  life lessons.  

GEMS TO TAKE AWAY 

1. Decide if you’re writing for your-
self or to make money to satisfy 
an audience. 

2. Choose one character as your lead. Less confusion. 

3. Outline your book. Small pieces are easier to manage and re-
member. 

4. Once in MS form, never heed everyone’s suggestions or you’ll 
never finish making changes. 

5. Ask for “tough love” from proofers. Your relatives will love every-
thing you do and never want to criticize.  

6. Take out your “lovely words” that you didn’t want to cut and place 
them in a folder. Enjoy them there. Delete them a year later. 

Hazel signs a book for Mike Brewer  

Tapping into Local Talent 

Story and Photos by Rusty LaGrange 
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Planning a Writers’ Salon at your home or a 
local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our  Salons  

Coordinator with some great ideas. Email her at   

LoralieKay@aol.com 

    Space Is Available 

Looking for a critique group? We have room –    

 Mid-week Critique, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 Weekend Critique, 1st & 3rd Saturdays from    

3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
For more information, please contact Anita Holmes.   
mailto:pennedbyanita@outlook.com  

Holmes Hosts Two 
Mixed Genre Critique 

SHARE THE DATE 

On Our Branch Calendar 
We now have an online calendar of HDCWC related 
Events! Book signing? Salon? Workshop? Post the 
dates in advance. Contact Webmaster Roberta Smith 
to enter events.  
Check it out! 
Keep Up With What's Going On at the HDCWC 
http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html  

DeSantis Leads Free  

Screenwriting Workshop 

 The ReelWriters workshop filled up fast 
when Mary DeSantis offered a year-long 
intensive private instruction to HDCWC 
California Writers Club members in early 
February. The class, recently attended by 
about a dozen members of the branch, be-
gan with an overview of formatting a 
screenplay. Each meeting is hosted at the 
home of Tishomingo author Mary Ruth 
Hughes.  

Mary DeSantis has completed over a dozen 
screenplays, and has studied the craft for 
many years. She is a prolific writer as well 
as a wife and mother of four home-
schooled youngsters, yet finds the time to 
be an energetic, contributing member of the 
High Desert Branch. She has just com-
pleted an adaptation of one of her screen-
plays by writing it as a novel. 

The Reel Writers Workshop will include 
some of the teachings of movie guru, Syd 
Field, who was one of the first to deeply 
analyze the writing of a movie, and to teach 
all over the world about the structure and 
composition of movies. 

 
What’s a Salon? 

Check Here for the Latest Salon Events 

Photo by Barb Schnier 

Mary DeSantis, center, is surrounded by members eager to 
learn about screenwriting strategies during their first meeting. 

Apply These Safety 
Tips for Your Salon 

See Page 6 

http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
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HDCWCC  SCREENWRITING  

WORKSHOP  Dates 
This course will run for a minimum of eleven months 

– March thru December 2016. 

  

Fourth Monday of each month (with the exception of December): 

March 28     April 25     May 23     June 27 

July 25        August 22     September 26     October 24 

November 28     December 19 (this is the 3rd Monday of Dec.) 

 
  

CLASS TIME 
7:00 PM - 8:30 pm 

  

  

MATERIALS  REQUIRED 
• 2 writing notebooks (1 for taking notes and 1 for home-

work assignments) 

• Pens 

• 3”x5” index cards – a minimum of 60 will be needed. 

• A STORY IDEA. 

 Students will create individual screenplays over the course of 
this workshop. Students may collaborate on a screenplay. 
Students may adapt a novel or short story as long as they 
own the copyright to the work being adapted or the work is in 
the public domain. 

  

  
  

Waiting List 

Sign up 
Contact:  

Mary DeSantis 

hdcwc.reelwriters@gmail.com 

RSVP if you sign up  

but cannot attend 

  

  

This is a 

F R E E 

  
course offered only to members of 

the High Desert branch of the   
California Writers Club. 

  

Join today! WWW.HDCWC.COM 

Topics  covered 
• Screenplay Formatting 

• Screenplay Structure 

• Action 

• Character Development 

• Dialog 

• Writing a First Draft 

• Re-writing and Polishing 

• Loglines, Synopses, Treatments, 
Query Letters 

• Copyrighting Screenplays 

• Table Reads of Student Scripts 
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Home and Hearth 
 

Isn’t it nice to enjoy your home and to share it with friends 

and family? Well, we at the HDCWC have been offering an 

increased number of in-home activities in the form of critique 

groups, workshops, and salons. These can be warm and in-

spiring, but there is also potential for conflict. 

If you open your home for any one of these activities, people 

will attend whom you know well, but there are likely to be 

some in attendance that you’re not as familiar with — maybe 

even meeting for the first time. Of course, in-home activities 

are open to HDCWC members only, but some may have 

newly joined just to participate in your workshop or salon. 

The Executive Board of the HDCWC would like to lay out 

some ground rules. 

First, it’s your home, and you are the king or queen of your 

castle. If someone is in attendance with whom you are un-

comfortable, of course you have the right to ask them to 

leave, just like any other time. If the uncertainty of an in-

home event is not comfortable for you, you could host an 

event in a public place like a restaurant. If you host, let’s say, a salon in a public place, you might have outsid-

ers sitting in and you can’t control the whole restaurant, but at least it’s a public place and people can come 

and go. 

If you are attending an event in someone’s home, be courteous to your host and pre-register for the event. You 

now have a reservation that you should honor, so don’t just fail to show without notification. You may have 

deprived someone else from the opportunity to attend. And never bring any uninvited or unregistered guests 

with you. This may make the host very uncomfortable for a variety of reasons and create a larger audience 

than expected. 

We want to keep everyone — hosts and guests — safe, secure, and comfortable. There is a standard of con-

duct that is a useful guide in this and many activities. It’s called The Golden Rule. Do unto others as you 

would have them do unto you. Whether host or guest, if you give these some consideration things will likely 

work out better for all. 

~~  Dwight Norris     

 

Calling All HDCWC Poets 
Coming in April’s issue of The Inkslinger 

A highlight of members’ poems to celebrate the annual National Poetry Month. 

Submit your poems to RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Not all poems received may fit in this issue. Editor will attempt to keep your form and theme intact. 
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Are You Ready to March? 

In the spectrum of U.S. coins, the dime is the smallest. It 
is one half inch in diameter and one sixteenth inch in 
thickness. Held between a man’s forefinger and thumb, it 
is invisible. “Buddy, can you spare a dime?” was a peti-
tion heard often in the thirties from World War One home-
less veterans. It could buy a cup of coffee and a donut. 
Even though it is small and can be easily lost in a per-
son’s pocket, it has played a significant role in American 
and in my history. 

When I was in third or fourth grade, we learned that the 
USS Constitution, the only remaining ship of the original 
United State’s Navy, was rusting away in an eastern har-
bor. She was nick-named “Old Ironsides” because she 
had withstood many battles and survived the War of 
1812. If something wasn’t done, and soon, she would 
sink, and that part of our history would be lost to our chil-
dren forever. There was no money to save her. 

The historians devised a plan. If every school child in the 
country would contribute one dime to the project, they 
could restore her and preserve her for their children’s fu-
ture. It was begun. Teachers asked and students went 
home and begged their parents for one dime. Dimes were not plentiful, but my mother found two, one for me 
and one for my sister. In a short while we learned that the campaign was a success and there was enough 
money to save that ship.  

Every time I hear something about “Old Ironsides” I think about that project and I am proud that even though I 
was but a small child carrying a thin dime to school, I had a tiny part in history. 

After I was married I took part in another dime collection. 

Polio was one of our unconquered diseases. In the late summers parents watched their children carefully so 
they would not overexert themselves. Swimming pools were closed. One year the opening of school was 
postponed one month because of the fear of contagion. 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, FDR, was stricken with polio when he was a young man and never 
again walked without braces or help. Other people lived in iron lungs because of the disease. Lots of money 
was needed to find a vaccine. FDR founded the March of Dimes. Each household in the country was asked 
for a dime. Mothers were asked to wall around the block and collect a dime from each home. We did that on 
January 31st, FDR’s birthday. It was cold in Chicago on January 31st. Some times there was snow on the 
ground. We had to bundle up. Our neighbors were kind enough to put on their porch lights so we wouldn’t trip 
going up the stairs. Fathers who had cars patrolled the streets to keep us safe. Others babysat. Nobody re-
fused to give me a dime. They were a bit more plentiful by then, and some gave more. I even got a few fifty-
cent pieces. When I finished my tour, I took the money to a central location and it was forwarded to the March 
of Dimes headquarters. 

It took several years of marching and research, but Jonas Salk at last found a vaccine. My son was about 
twelve years old and among the first to receive it. Again I was proud to be a small part of a big project. 

After F.D.R. died, his profile was placed on the dime. 

  

By June Langer DIMES 
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Downtown Riverside 
traveled back in time 
to host the Riverside 
Dickens Festival 
February 27 and 
28.  Our president 
Dwight Norris helped 
man the California 
Writer’s Club booth 
before he managed 
to capture the atten-
tion of some beauti-
ful Can-Can danc-
ers. Jeanne New-
comer got thrown in 
jail for undisclosed 
digressions, and 
Loralie Kay met up 
with a couple of 

handsome Bobbies.   

The festival featured 
street performers, plays, 
a trial, fashion shows, 
and food vendors. The 
Festival proved, once 
again, to be a great 
place for writers to find 
inspiration from perform-
ances by such historical 
characters as Edgar Al-
len Poe, Mark Twain, 
Bram Stoker, and Jane 
Austin. Rumor also has it 
that The Tavern also of-
fered additional raucous 
entertainment.   

Next year - see you 
there! 

~~  Loralie Kay 

How Can You Go Wrong at the Dickens Faire?? 

A small contingent of HDCWC members found themselves 
in Dickens-style trouble behind-the-scenes at this frolicking 
weekend event 

Dwight Norris lost among the Paris 

Can-Can ladies in their tent… alone... 

Uh-oh, poor Jeanne       

Newcomer is in big trouble 

And why is it that Loralie Kay knows 
just where to find the men in uniform? 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 9 

     by Sara Metcalf Leach 

Sometimes I read a story to Jimmy. But this time we were driving along and I asked, Would you like me to tell 
you a story? " He said yes. 

So I told him the story about the Yellow Kitty that had a house she never used but kept close eye on, to be 
sure nobody else used it either, because she knew the house was lovingly built just for her. 

One day Yellow Kitty came by to check her house and it was all dirty! So she ran to find the Lovely-Lady-in-
the-Garden who provides food, shelter, and love and always takes good care of Yellow Kitty and said, "See 
there! Someone has been in my house and they left it all dirty!" 

"We can't have that!" said the Lovely-Lady-in-the-Garden. As she began to clean up the mess left by the in-
truder she thought to herself that the mess looked very much like Yellow Kitty's sloppy leftovers from last 
night's fish supper, which she ate outside in the yard near her little house. Then someone must have come 
along and helped himself to the leftovers and dragged the pieces of fish into the little house to consume them 
in safety and comfort. Furthermore, it must have been Possum, for his little claw marks were here and there 
to tell on him. He didn't even clean up in order to cover up the fact that he was guilty of trespassing. 

The Lovely-Lady-in-the-Garden didn't say a word to her sweet Yellow Kitty that it was probably Yellow Kitty's 
fault in the first place because Lovely-Lady-in-the-Garden is very polite and sensitive to others' feelings. In-
stead she happily cleaned up the house and lovingly put down newspapers in case it happens again. Yellow 
Kitty is very happy now, though she has no idea how privileged she is. 

---------- 

Looking for an event to sell your book to the public? Michael Raff and Roberta Smith are spearheading a 
HDCWC sponsored, "Spring Book Fair" to be held April 30, 2016 at the Community Church at Jeff Ranch, 11537 
Apple Valley Rd, Apple Valley (yes, where we hold our club meetings). Authors can set up their tables starting at 
9:00 AM with the public welcome from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. The cost to participate is $20 an author. This will 
help pay for the room and advertising on radio and in print. Authors must be a member of the HDCWC and have 
a resale license to sell their books. The cost to participate is $20 an author. This will help pay for the room and 
advertising on radio and in print. Authors must be a member of the HDCWC and have a resale license to sell 

their books. Please contact Roberta (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) and let her know if you would like to participate. 

Here are two photos of the new CWC NorCal tri-fold display. We can imagine close to 
1,000 people saw it when you consider the hotel guests and staff with the participants 
of the San Francisco Writers Conference held last month. The book covers of the an-
thologies as well as the Jack London book can be recognized from our branch.  

Spring Book Fair Exclusively for HDCWC 

Lovely Lady in the Garden: 

  Yellow Kitty's House 

More  

Exposure  

For  

Our  

Branch 

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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“Miss Jean Louise, stand up. Your father’s passin’.” I still get chills when I read or hear this line from the book 
or movie of To Kill a Mockingbird. Miss Jean Louise, aka Scout, is told this in the courtroom before Atticus 
enters to defend Tom Robinson, a black man unjustly accused of raping a white woman. 

On the morning of February 19, 2016, the beloved, Pulitzer Prize winning American writer and author of the 
classic book, To Kill a Mockingbird, Nelle Harper Lee, passed away quietly in her sleep at age 89.  

When I heard the news, my husband Dave and I were on our way to the annual California Association of 
Teachers of English to join English teacher Charlotte Wilmeth-Street, California Writers Club, High Desert 
Branch President Dwight Norris and Bob Isbill, Founder of the Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project. I thought 
about the many times I had taught “TKAM” to tenth graders, and how it remains my favorite novel of all time.  

And because Harper Lee has been described as a “woman of great joyfulness, humility and kindness,” I 
couldn’t help but think how pleased she would be that we were carrying the varied stories from our commu-
nity to other English teachers. I even thought she would have loved to have met Dorothy C. Blakely herself, 
an encourager of writers. 

Later, I Googled her eulogy, written and delivered by her long-time friend, Wayne Flynt, a retired history pro-
fessor and ordained Baptist minister. He had written the speech for her when she received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2006, and Harper Lee told him to save it for her eulogy, and if he went before her, 
someone else would read it. So she heard what he had to say.  It’s entitled “Atticus’s Vision of Ourselves.” 
The heart of the eulogy asks what truths people around the world have taken from To Kill a Mockingbird.  

One of those is a call for racial justice. Scout witnesses racial injustice first hand, and it is heartbreaking.  

Another “truth” is that we have an obligation “to follow our own internal moral compass,” even if our beliefs go 
against our family or community. Flynt makes the point that Atticus is humanity at its best, and that America 
seeks their heroes in literature, heroes who have the courage to disagree and face down their family or com-
munity when they are wrong, and yet to love them with all their flaws. 

To Kill a Mockingbird also teaches us about differences. Atticus tells Scout, “You never really understand a 
person until you consider things from his point of view. Until you climb inside of his skin and walk around in 
it.” Boo Radley is different and Atticus, and later Scout and her brother Jem, come to appreciate those differ-
ences. 

Another truth is that what happened in the fictional town of Maycomb 
could have happened anywhere, anywhere we consider people “the 
other,” whether because of color, gender, religion, or because they talk 
funny or look strange.  

I have been a part of the great debate of how to teach values in public 
schools. It has been, particularly in the 1970’s, a hot debate with the other 
side saying whose values?  

Flynt points out that it was teachers who made a decision when they de-
cided to teach Atticus Finch’s values or Harper Lee’s values as seen 
through his character. I am so proud that the district I grew up in and later 
taught in was among those who chose TKAM to be on their list of adopted 
books, and I feel privileged to have been able to discuss its contents with 
high schoolers. 

I imagine if we had Harper Lee speak to our club members, she would 
have said to keep writing, because even with one book, you might touch, 
nudge, or even change the world. 

So, world, stand up! Nelle Harper Lee has passed. But we will never for-
get her or her truths. 

A Tribute to Harper Lee 

by Mary Langer Thompson 
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High Desert Branch  

of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official 
monthly publication for members 
of California Writers Club — High 
Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is 
copyrighted ©2016 by California 
Writers Club and may not be re-
produced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under indi-
vidual bylines do not necessarily 
represent an official position of, 
or endorsement by, High Desert 
members or California Writers 
Club. The Inkslinger  is published 
monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 
18, Suite 430, PM Box 281, Apple 
Valley, CA 92307. Web page 
www.HDCWC.com 

FMA 

Excerpt from 

From Mormon to Mermaid 

by Loralie Kay 

BEWITCHED, BOTHERED, AND BEWILDERED IN ST. GEORGE 

I wish I could look at a clock and see the time, but there’s no clock ticking 
on the wall. In fact, I can’t see a clock anywhere. He even took my wrist-
watch when I first came into his office, over an hour ago.  

 He nods, encouraging me to continue. 

“I’ve studied the Church manuals, the scriptures, and prayed about 
all of them.” I grab another tissue from the box on the table and sniff nois-
ily. “But wherever I turn, everything just gets worse.” 

He prods for more information. “And then there’s a whole other 
problem. I’d heard that the Church had rewritten part of its history, but I 
didn’t believe it. I couldn’t. Not my Church. I’ve read some of Professor Mi-
chael Quinn’s works. You’ve heard of him, the Mormon historian who was 
also a history professor at BYU?” 

Getting no reaction, I go on. 

“Anyway, he’s documented some of those changes, but I refused to be-
lieve it. But then I saw it for myself in an old copy of the Doctrine and 
Covenants my father gave me. It’s a special edition and contains an introduc-
tion and historical notes later ones don’t have. 

. . . I read this quote in the footnotes, a promise by Joseph Smith to 
his wife Emma that he’d make ‘more complete the organization of the 
Church by organizing the women in the order of the Priesthood.’” I stop to 
blow my nose again. 

He says nothing.  

Loralie Kay has just re-
leased her new book and 
shares with us a sneak 
peek into the pages of her 
memoir. 

Continues on Page 12 

NEW RELEASE BY DOG EAR PRESS 
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“A week later, I saw another copy of the same old 
special edition in a Mormon bookstore. . . . In fact, there 
were two copies there. . . . I checked them both.”                                               

My Kleenex tries without success to absorb the 
sound of another blow. 

“They both had later publishing dates than 1941, 
like mine . . . and that quote I had found in my dad’s 
copy . . . . had been taken out from the middle of the foot-
note. . . . And then I knew . . . I knew Michael Quinn was 
telling the truth . . . that the Church . . . my Church . . . 
really had changed their history . . . and deleted the part 
about giving the priesthood to women.” 

I look at his blurry image through my tears. “The 
Church did go back and change things in their history. It’s 
there in black and white. I have the book.” 

What time is it? 

 

Dr. Madison, who sits across from me in his sparsely-
decorated office, was recommended by my friend Dianne 
back in Hesperia. His fleshy jaws are mere birthdays 
away from transforming into sagging jowls and tend to 
jiggle when his mouth moves, which hasn’t occurred 
much so far. I’ve driven over four hours to meet with him 
here in Utah for a private session.  

A well-respected member of the Mormon Church 
and in the community here in St. George, he also owns 
this clinic. 

 Up to this point I’ve done all the talking, crying, 
wiping, and blubbering. Now comes his turn, the moment 
I’ve waited for. His diagnosis is short and stinging. 

“You’re possessed by evil spirits.” 

I’m also stunned. “What?” 

“I’m saying Satan holds power over you making 
you believe these lies.” 

“Why . . . why would you say such a thing?” I 
stammer.  

“You’ve been taught the truth your entire life.” His 
voice rises, almost angry. His jaw jiggles in agitation. “To 
turn away from it now as an adult can only be brought 
about by one thing, and that is the power of evil. Just like 
the homosexuals—you’re possessed.”  

He pauses and runs his hand lightly through his 
thinning hair. “Plus, you’ve gone over the time allotted.” 
He stands up, picks up my wristwatch and drops it into 
my hand. “You’ve been here more than two and a half 
hours, but I’ll only charge you $200.” 

 

Somewhere in a land too close to home, the gong of a 
medieval clock begins to strike thirteen, and minions and 

Continued from Page 11 

gargoyles gleefully shriek in collusion. A black 
crow spreads his wings, caws loudly, and flies 
toward an orange-crested moon. 

Just yesteryear, I would have sworn it was 
impossible for such a medieval outrage to occur.  

Just yesteryear, I would have sworn it was 
impossible for the Church to change its written 
history. 

And just yesteryear, I would have sworn it 
was impossible that I’d ever be possessed to 
leave it. 

About the Author —  

     For fifty years Loralie lived the life of a 
devout Mormon woman. As a child, her 
mother told her stories of her pioneer ances-
tors who crossed the plains to find religious 
freedom. She grew up in Salt Lake City, was 
baptized in the Tabernacle font on Temple 
Square, performed baptisms for the dead in 
the Salt Lake Temple, and also played the 
world-famous Tabernacle organ.  

     She attended Brigham Young University, 
was sealed to her husband for time and all 
eternity in the Los Angeles Temple, and al-
ways said “yes” to the many callings her 
bishops extended to her. 

     Her life revolved around Mormonism and 
its clearly outlined path leading to exaltation. 
Then life's dilemmas thundered around her 
as she studied and prayed, and the doctrinal 
foundation she had built her life on crumbled.  

She is a member of the California Writer’s 
Club and a published poet. She’s also 
named after a mermaid. 

Lorelei (Loralie) Kay at her home in Hesperia 
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On February 20, 2016, 
President Dwight Norris, 
Bob Isbill, Charlotte Wil-
meth-Street, Mary Langer 
Thompson, and Dave 
Thompson braved traffic 
tie-ups in an extended con-
struction zone known as —
“Coronageddon”, gusty 
winds, and parking chal-
lenges to travel to Costa 
Mesa. There they pre-
sented the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project to 
teachers     attending the 
California Association of 
Teachers of English state 
conference (CATE). They talked up the project and 
the California Writers Club, High Desert Branch and 
the many volunteers who made possible Let It Be 
Recorded: A Lifetime of Memories and All Our Yes-
terdays: A Collection of Memoirs. It was a great 
honor to get statewide attention for our community’s 
stories. Thank you to Roberta Smith for getting Let it 
Be Recorded onto Kindle format before the confer-
ence.  

Be thinking about getting involved in year # 3 this 
coming August. Contact Mary Langer Thompson for 
information. 

DCB: A Trip to CATE for Annual  

Conference of English Teachers 

Bob Isbill at Costa Mesa 
CATE presentation 

The HDCWC Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project was 
recently invited to present their program to the Com-
munity Church at Jess Ranch Morning Star assembly 
of women in Apple Valley. Mary Langer Thompson, 
2014-2015 Project Director, HDCWC President 
Dwight Norris, Editor Jenny Margotta, Mentor Rita 
Wells, and Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project Foun-
der, Bob Isbill, participated in a “Round Robin” of ex-
plaining the project. Reverend Peter Uwarow (seen 
below), church pastor and one of the 2015 anthology 
judges, also participated in the event. 

HDCWC members June Langer and Evelyn Blocker, 
members of Morning Star, were also in attendance. 
Mary Langer Thompson reported good feedback 
from the appreciative audience, and copies of the 
Academy for Academic Excellence 2015 anthology, 
“All Our Yesterdays” were on hand and sold copies at 
the event. 

The Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project has gone into 
the Academy for Academic Excellence two years in a 
row to teach memoir writing and connect students 
with senior citizens (Memoir Stars) so that their sto-
ries can be captured. Anthologies were produced in 
both years, and scholarships awarded to the best 
writers. The event has been sponsored by the Cen-
tral Board of the California Writers Club as well as 
the CWC South, the Southern California Region con-
sisting of seven branches. 

Thousands of dollars’ worth of volunteer time have 
been contributed by HDCWC branch members to 
make these projects successful, and over 100 people 
were involved in its achievement in both 2013 and 
2014. 

DCB Memoir Project  

Presents to Jess Ranch  

Community Church Morning Star 

Photos and text by Bob Isbill 
and Mary Langer Thompson 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 14 

SUCH A DEAL ! ! 

Any branch who generates the most advertis-
ing revenue prior to the next issue of Literary 
Revue will win a 5x7 ad to use as they wish in 
The Bulletin. 

 Give it away as a gift 

 Make an “Opportunity Drawing” of it 

 Award the ad as a writing prize 

 Other ideas? 

Deadline for next Literary Review ads is  

May 1st. 

   Our next meet-
ing’s guest 

speaker for March 
will be LeeAnne 

Krusemark, a spe-
cialist in publisher 
relationships. She 
knows book deals 

and how to  
negotiate. 

Our May meeting will NOT be held at 
the church but at  Hazel Stearn’s 

home in Hesperia. Only members will 
be allowed to attend at this venue. 

While plans are not finalized as yet, 
you might see networking breakout 

groups, “Round Robin” discussions or 
even a mini- workshop. 

Same time and date is scheduled. 
More information to come. 

June’s regular meeting returns to Jess 
Ranch Church.  

 
       World Book Night  
continues locally with Mary Langer Thomp-
son heading the group of volunteers to pro-
mote free books to those who don’t have  

good access to quality books. 
 

  Donate one of your own self-published 
books to a good cause for their Barnes & 

Noble booth. Show your support!! 
 

 This campaign has been dropped na-
tionally but our volunteers haven’t given up 
on it. Help keep this worthy book give-away 
alive for those who are unable to purchase 

books on their own. 

News You Can Use 
April 23rd 

Did you know  that our branch has 
so many authors that we can host 

our own Book Fair?Coming 
April 30th 

Hosted by Roberta Smith and 
Michael Raff of  Nevermore  

Enterprises 

Is Your Book Ready to Sell? 

Booths are $20  

At Jess Ranch Community 
Church — See page 9 

Want to Help  

Spread the Word? 

Our High Desert branch of CWC is a 
member of the Apple Valley Chamber of 
Commerce.  If you’re interested in pro-
moting the Apple Valley community, net-
working with others, as well as sharing 
our branch events, you might be inter-
ested in being a volunteer Ambassador 
with the Chamber.  The Chamber meets 
regularly on the third Wednesday at 11 
am. Our member, Anita Holmes, has en-
joyed being an Ambassador for several 
years. Contact her for more info: 760-954-
3329 or pennedbyanita@outlook.com  
Thanks! 

UPDATE: Books for  

 Newborns 

Again, thanks so much for 
your awesome support. The 
campaign was an amazing 
success. We made over 
$2,400 dollars. We will use 
this money to buy baby books 
to be distributed in our local 
hospitals. Thank you so much 
for your encouragement.  

— Mike Apodaca 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Stu-
dents 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  
~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the 
Dorothy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVEN-
TURES — A famous California boy and 
his pal who find life full of serious & frivo-
lous days of summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

A Reminder for  

Advertising Opportunities  

Available in The Bulletin 

Promote to Nearly 2,000 Readers 
    The next 2016 issue of the new electronic 

CWC Bulletin will be coming out in August. 

The next deadline for submitting advertising is 

July 29, 2016. 

    This is a way for CWC members, authors, 

and guest speakers to reach a large targeted au-

dience of writers in a state-wide publication that 

goes out to nearly 2,000 writers. 

    The cost is very reasonable: Just $35 for a 

2x3.5 business card size ad; a 3x5 Index Card 

size for just $60, and a 5x7 for $90. Full details 

can be obtained by visiting http://calwriters.org/

advertising-in-the-bulletin/  PayPal is now 

available, too.                             

If you have a book or writing service to pro-

mote, hesitate no longer! The Bulletin is an ex-

traordinary way to get the word out to others 

with an interest in writing, publishing, and mar-

keting. 

Our DCB student anthology  — Let It Be 
Recorded — is now available on 
Amazon.com in Kindle format for 
only $3.99. 

Looking For Shops or Bookstores that will sell 
and display our Jack London book — Boy-
hood Adventures. If you have an idea or have 
visited London-themed shops promoting his 
books, let our President know. HDCWCpresi-
dentnorris@gmail.com.  

The more venues we have scattered around 
California and other states, the more re-
searchers and collectors will have access to 
this fascinating prime resource memoir. 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

     Just wanted to say “Thanx” to all of you who dropped a note of sup-
port for the new look of CWC’s The Bulletin digital newsletter. It ap-
pears to be well-received with few failures in the downloads. That’s ter-
rific news as we all stay in-touch with other very active branches. 

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is: 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me know for your book highlight. 

 April’s deadline: March 23rd.    May’s deadline: April 23rd.    

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 
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Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

Web site URL included 
(write a synopsis  

for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Your  
Business Card Here 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

Your ads help pay our ex-
penses 

Your  
Business Card Here 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

Your ads help pay our expenses 

FMA 


