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A Sad Farewell to Ray Malus 
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Tim Sunderland Plots His Way 

     Many first-time authors struggle with 
plot because they don’t wish to outline 
their ideas, but let them flow effortlessly.  

     How’s that working for you?  

     The Rules of Plot: What Every Good 
Story Has in Common may be just the focus 
and a good tool in your box for managing the 
way your novel unfolds. 

     If the reviewers are as frank about Tim-
othy Sunderland’s debut novel, Rules for 
Giving, then the air is rarified for his new-
est book on plotting a novel.  “His story 
may be a male-centric nov-
el but in its broad strokes 
it's a sober look at life 
choices. More importantly, 
where far too many authors 

 March 11 

at HDCWC 

general meeting 

by Bob Isbill 

R ay Malus passed away suddenly and unexpect-
edly on Sunday morning, February 5. He was 

undergoing chemotherapy treatment for cancer, and 
was actually scheduled to present to the HDCWC at 
our May meeting. 

W e have lost a good friend and a remarkable 
human being. 

Among many other things he did for the Califor-
nia Writers Club was to create 
and program software for the 

CWC just because he 
saw a huge need for it. 
Heretofore, the or-
ganization had used 
individual branch 
Excel spreadsheets 
or Word files to 
track names and 
addresses of the 
membership. Each 
Treasurer's report 
and Membership 

report took hours and 
tedious work to com-

plete.  

 

R ay was a writier, actor, director, playwright, 
singer, musician, composer, poet, and fortu-

nately for us, a programmer. So he created our 
Member Records Management System, known as 
MRMS. Now those painstaking reports simply take a 
click of the computer mouse to complete-- accurate-
ly! 

T he High Desert Branch was one of the first to 
volunteer as a “guinea pig” for Ray's new crea-

tion to give him usage and feedback for this enor-
mous project. We were excited about the innovation 

that took hundreds and hundreds of hours for Ray to 
develop, and he acted like we were doing the favor 
by giving him feedback! 

T hanks to the cooperation of his wife, the gracious 
Sharron Malus, the CWC is able to retain his 

unique gift of the MRMS program for its use.  

 

A s the HDCWC Central Board Representative, I 
had come to know Ray Malus during those Cen-

tral Board meetings, and then, through helping to co-
ordinate the back-and-forth communication over 
MRMS. It was my pleasure to often accompany Ray 
and his beautiful wife, Sharron, to dinner, where   
Ray would entertain us with his many stories about 
the years he spent as an entertainer. His humor    
and manner of telling of those experiences was be-
yond the beyond. Sharron and I laughed so hard we 
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couldn't eat our dinner.  

Ray was born exceptionally bright. He was a fraternal twin of 
Richard, who survives Ray. 

As a young man, Ray was offered a physics scholarship but 
decided that was not what he wanted. He taught himself gui-
tar as he later taught himself programming. He became an 
entertainer doing lounge acts in La Vegas and working on 
cruise ships as an actor. He composed music and wrote and 
directed several produced plays. He worked as a program-
mer at UCLA in the dental education department, and shortly 
after, became the head of the computer programming at the 
University. 

Ray also had a deep spiritual side to him, and with a deep 
love of God, he served his church, St. Martins In-The-Fields 
in Winnetka in the same way he did everything else: with 
dedication and focus and with all his heart. 

We have lost a genius.  

The CWC was able to acknowledge and reward this talented 
and extraordinary man with its highest awards for service: 
The Jack London Award (2011) and the Ina Coolbrith Award 
(2015).  

Fortunately, many of his gifts live on through his five pub-
lished books and on his website, www.raymalus.com. You 
can still hear some of his music, his singing, and see his sto-
ries and his poetry, as well as in the instructional videos on 
MRMS. 

And for many of us, we are blessed with outstanding memo-
ries of Ray Malus that we can recall and re-visit as long as 
we live. Thank you, Ray, for all you gave. So much to so 
many.  

Ray at his computer station at 
home. 

 

(Photos printed with permission of 

Sharron Malus) 

Continued on Page 3 
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fail to come to a definitive point, Sunderland makes his explicit and he doesn't 
pull his punches, his prose lingering as a poignant reminder to be true to our-
selves and focus on what is most important in life.--BookViral excerpt 

Author Timothy Sunderland will be guest speaker for the High Desert 
Branch on Saturday, March 11, our regular time and place -- 10 am to noon at 
the Community Church at Jess Ranch 11547 Apple Valley Road. 

His presentation will be on plot development. “I discuss the three-act 
structure, the need for plot points, and how this formula helps a writer outline the 
story and know what needs to happen before they start writing. I cite examples in 
well-known movies and novels to illustrate my points.“ Sunderland’s topic is enti-
tled “The Rules of Plot: What Every Good Story Has in Common.” 

  Timothy Sunderland (you can call him Tim) grew up in Southern Califor-
nia. In fact, he was born in Hollywood. You can't get any more California 
than that! Always an avid reader, Tim flirted with a career as a writer as 
early as his sophomore year in high school, but his real epiphany came at 
age 23 when, while reading an article in Playboy, he thought: "I can write 
better than that!"  
  His initial writing was in publications ranging from the Los Angeles 
Times to Outside Magazine to Motor Trend, and many others. He put 
down his pen in 1992 and spent more than 20 years in marketing, only to 
return to writing in 2008 -- this time with a focus on fiction. In 2013, he 
placed in the top five percent of 1,000 writers in the NYC Midnight Short 
Story Challenge, and in 2016 he self-published his first novel, Rules for 
Giving.  

  The public is welcome to attend, and there is no admission fee. And 
you can always bring a friend. 

Tim Sunderland 

 

Tim Sunderland — guest speaker 

Continued from Page 1 

As a "lounge act," Ray played Los Angeles clubs,  at the Sahara 
Hotel and opened the Landmark Hotel in Las Vegas. Like this 
ensemble (above) he played Harold's Club and the Riverside 
Hotel in Reno, and entertained for many years on Princess 
Cruise lines.  

 (Below: David George, Ray, and Bob 
Isbill) In 2015, Ray received the Club's 
distinguished, Ina Coolbrith Award for 
exemplary service to CWC and the 
central board -- only the eighth ever 
bestowed in 100 years. 
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Come Get Me  
by fumi-tome ohta  

When we had youth on our side  

      challenges were endless,  

fearless. We were  

     always striving forward. 

In our youth  

     in the times, we stepped out, 

we set the world on fire  

      not to destroy  

but to inspire and lead. 

As we retired, 

     ailments abound, 

physical setbacks:  

      "What, another!"  

Decline comes suddenly, 

     a force so brutal  

it knocks one to the gutter.  

Tonight, I see the stars above,  

     mesmerizing,  

invigorating. 

      I feel so free…  

 so at peace.  

The night is clear;  

     the air crisp and fresh,  

the stars sparkling  

      like a million heartbeats.  

What's it like to be a tiny heartbeat,  

     one of millions  

lighting up the sky,  

      saying 'hello' to all whose hearts and eyes  

 speak that universal 'je n'ais se quaoi.'  

Mouthing in a hesitating whisper,  

      I had to ask:  

 "Is it my time?  

      …my time-card's all dog-eared  

  …is it okay? Really!!!  

          "Come get me."  

 

By Diane Neil 

 

The back story  

  Did you happen to watch the Grammies? I 
did. I watch all those award shows. I record the whole 
thing, Red Carpet arrivals and all. Then I take a few 
evenings to watch it. I don’t care who wins or loses. I 
just love the drama. 

   When they announced the winner of the hip 
hop metallic album of the year, I could hardly believe 
my eyes. With the laser-blue lights flashing and the 
audience screaming and stomping, the Boxcar Babes 
sauntered and oozed onto the stage, the men grab-
bing their crotches, the women’s bouncing boobs ex-
ceeding nudity laws, and all of them sporting tattoos 
and body piercing. 

   The woman with the purple spike hairdo 
caught my attention. She was the one who was hand-
ed the Grammy. When she brandished it overhead 
and yelled into the mic, I knew for sure that was little 
Gertie Gutmyer, the bane of my five-year stint as a 
high school guidance counselor. 

   “This is for all you losers out there!” she 
rasped. “Never let anyone tell you, you won’t make 
it!” She glared into the camera, and I swear she was 
directing her venom specifically at me, miles and 
states and time zones away, sitting in my jammies on 
my own couch. 

   “Oh, Gertie!” I moaned. “How I tried to rescue 
you and set you on the right path. How I pleaded with 
you to come to school, get your diploma, and do 
something positive for society.” 

  The truant officer and I joined forces and 
worked mightily to keep Gertie and her gang of juve-
nile delinquents in school. He was always down at 
the abandoned boxcar where they had their ragtag 
band trying to haul them back to school. But when 
they hit sixteen, all bets were off. Poor old Joe Nap-
per quit and became a dog rescuer. That was the 
same year I had my nervous breakdown and became 
a Tupperware hostess. 

  Lost in my reverie, I didn’t hear the rest of 
Gertie’s speech. But it must have been something 
powerful, for the whole audience stood up and gave 
her a five-minute ovation. Later, on the Tonight Show, 
Gertie was talking to Jimmy Fallon about the upcom-
ing world tour for the Boxcar Babes. I switched chan-
nels to a facelift infomercial. Somehow I couldn’t face 
another glare from Gertie Gutmyer. 

BOXCAR BABES 
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  This is the official logo 
and seal of the state rec-
ognized California Writers 
Club established in 1909. 

As a member in good 
standing you may place 
the logo on your personal 
author website.  

To place a logo you will 
need to save it as a jpg or 
other photo format. 

Any changes to the logo 
are forbidden. It may be enhanced by color change 
or size. If you have questions, contact the club’s 
statewide web site: www.calwriters.org  

The California Writers Club is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  

Managing Your Writing Career 

by Rusty LaGrange 

Scheduling is a necessity for busy people. But I will admit that I allow stuff to get in the way, priorities to blow 
my plans out of the water, and have trouble saying “no” when I’m approaching an urgent deadline – like The 
Inkslinger and The Bulletin. 

The easiest management of time for me is knowing how much time I do need for a regular task. Regular 
tasks that have a longer time element can be easier to work with because you’ve had experience with the 
time you’re managing. My office at home is littered with everything I need. Items close at hand make my 
work station cozy. Then I look around and realize I have buried my latest project – somewhere.  

So, managing my desk becomes a higher priority than working on a project. I will schedule my own clean-up 
time before I hit the keyboard. Another task for newsletters is to “strip” the issue. In journalism jargon that 
means I delete everything I don’t need for the next issue. I keep the skeleton pages formatted and begin fill-
ing in the new articles and elements that will become the new issue. I hit the shore running with a list of sub-
missions ready to plug in. Thanx to you. 

I know I need about 10-15 hours of “paste-up” time. It’s when the doctor’s appointments and family requests 
take over that I attempt to juggle my work schedule. My daily “work hours” can get cut and jumbled, yet I 
know I have a looming deadline to meet. My deadlines become your deadlines. I don’t break my own rules 
because I can’t. If I do, all schedules float on the tide – never to be seen again. A quick phone call to say, 
“I’m on deadline” is usually enough to let folks know I can’t go out and play today. 

How do you manage your time? Do you use the latest “daily planners” or a smart phone app or a desk full of 
sticky notes? I use all three plus a calendar on the wall so my husband knows when to leave me alone. 

What about new projects with no track record? I recommend giving yourself two hours of uninterrupted time: 
no outside calls, no TV distractions or multi-tasking. This first focus time will help you control a fresh idea 
and build up your research prior to writing. And remember, the writing is the least time you need. Your brain 
is happily writing in the background while you’re reading and researching. It loves the challenge put before it. 
That’s one task you don’t need to think about. 

My brain is wired for deadlines. That’s the way I roll. I may complain but I never look at deadlines like the 
light at the end of the tunnel. I need to “love” my deadlines because it’s a promise of completion, permission 
to move on, and anticipation of the next “great American novel” – or something as lofty.  

Right now, I need to finish this submission for The Inkslinger – I’m on deadline. 

Loving Your Deadlines 

Volunteer Rep Needed for SoCal Network 

Each branch of the California Writers Club has the 
opportunity to share ideas and network with other 
chapters in their southern or northern region of the 
state.  

We currently need a High Desert branch repre-
sentative for the SoCalWritersShowcase.com 
meetings held in Pasadena.  

If you are interested in this position and willing to 
share the information during our branch’s board 
meetings, contact President Dwight Norris or Bob 
Isbill with your request. 

Check out : http://
www.socalwritersshowcase.com/about/ 
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What You Missed 

Instead of blindly mailing submissions or filling out online submission forms, a better way to find an agent is to 

meet with one at a writers conference. Agents who go to conferences are actively looking for new clients. You 

may have to pay a fee to meet with the agent, but after the agent reads or listens to your pitch, he or she may ask 

you to submit your full manuscript. In such a case, your chances of acceptance are higher. If the agent does not 

ask you to submit the manuscript, you might still get valuable feedback when you meet in person.  

— from STARK online adviser, “Ask the Author” Bobbi Christmas 

Narrow Your Strategy for Finding a Publishing Agent 

We enjoyed a fairly good turnout at our Feb. 11th general meet-
ing. Our focus was on Diane Hinds: partly for her expertise on 
Public Relations, partly because of her smooth English accent. 
While vacationing and visiting friends in the States, she had also 
booked some speaking engagements and a writers conference. 

Booking yourself on a tour to promote your latest book is a strong 
strategy for all authors who are self-published. 

She looks for quality clients who she can direct and help get the 
most exposure for them. She’s promoted top celebrities in Eu-
rope and the US. She also works with “indie” writers who may not 
have the networking skills or the methods to promote their work. 

“Most indie authors lack access to publishers and PR agents. 
You’ll need to just step up and market your books like the profes-
sionals do. Get over your narcissism and sell your book,” she 
said. 

Whenever you can gain advantage to free publicity, be sure to 
take it. She cited several cases where a simple radio interview 
can be re-broadcast as a podcast, videos can be uploaded to a 
website, and color advertising can be changed into posters and 
tabletop sales materials. Diane Hinds 

She does admit that it will be some time before the stigma of self-publishing vs. traditional publishing houses 
wears away. The good news is your campaigns can be promoted more efficiently because you’re already 
vested in it, where a PR agent from the publishing house may not give you much time or resources as they 
used to. They tackle more than one client and your efforts may pay off faster. 

Diane also admitted that she never was very good at writing, but she learned how to embrace it, to help be 
the publishing and PR person engaging in a target audience that was under served — and still is today. 

“Having an arsenal of resources to launch your campaign is just as important as the writing of the book.” 

~~  Rusty LaGrange, editor 

“Your campaign needs a wide message. Power 
online is crucial. Use Facebook, YouTube, Social 
Media, Blogs, TV, Newspapers — they are all the 
tools you didn’t have years ago.” 
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Yummy. You take books and authors and 
chocolate and stick ‘em in Paradise and you 
get a one-day Paradise Chocolate Fest and 
All About Authors Day. 

If you plan to be up north, then that’s the 
place where you can sell your books for a 
$40 rental booth. Or go up into the Sierras 
where the air is refined with the smell of 
pine and books and chocolate. 

I’m already there. 

2017 Chocolate Festival-All About Books. 
ALL authors, illustrators, and publishers are 
invited to participate in this event. The 
Chocolate Festival is a one-day event, May 
13, (that’s Mother’s Day weekend) and is 
attended by literally thousands from all over 
the state. 10X10 spaces are ONLY $40 
and, as we all know, that makes it the deal 
of the century.   

For more info go to : www.chocolatefest.us 
or call (530) 342-4896 or email Deb-
bie@chocolatefest.us. Paradise is the town 
closest to Chico, north of Sacramento. 

See adjacent poster  

Paradise Must Have Chocolate ... 

High Desert Opportunity  
Executive Board Deployed 
 

The High Desert Opportunity sponsors an 
event annually showcasing local businesses 
and development opportunities for new and 
expanding businesses. The event is orga-
nized by a volunteer group of about 30 local 
business professionals and community lead-
ers. 

Cheryl Thomas-Perkins (far left) is also a 
member of High Desert branch of CWC. 

 

Remember we now offer PayPal as a pay-
ment method for dues and purchases. 
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Recycling is Good for the Blogosphere 

Everyone loves a good repeat. Am I right? We buy DVDs to 
watch our favorite movies more than once. We keep lefto-
vers in the fridge for the next dinner. We revisit our favorite 
coffee shop, public garden, and stores.  

The same goes for social media and blogging.  

Now, I’m all about a new coat of paint on the walls or may 
just a little trim off the edges. My point is, if you’ve had an 
online presence longer than a year, maybe it’s time to dust 
off some of those old blog posts and freshen them up a bit. 
Go through the archives, find a post or two that’s worth re-
peating, and put a few new bells and whistles on it.  

Why? The same tree that’s been growing in your yard for a 
decade doesn’t drop the same leaves each autumn. Those 
are new leaves, grown this year. They’re similar to the 
leaves from last year, and the year before. They come from 
the same source. But these are new leaves. These are current 
leaves. Formed with this year’s soil, sun, and rain. You 
don’t want to play in a moldy pile of leaves from two or 
three years ago, do you? Heck, no! You want to run into the 
fresh, crisp, colorful leaves that are waiting for you now. 
Am I right? 

Companies don’t air just one commercial and stop. There 
isn’t just one Hallmark Christmas movie. Singers don’t quit 
after one ballad. Nope. They all use their voice to reach 
their audience. And now and then they do it from a different 
perspective.  

You can also use the same posts on multiple sites. Guest 
bloggers often have a stable of articles at the ready for their 
next invitation. Think of it as an a la carte selection. Want to 
know how to grow cats? Done. Coffee as an essential oil? 
We can make that work. Need to know how to write better 
blogs? I’m thinking we never stop learning.  

And neither does your audience. The information doesn’t 
change, but your presentation can.  

Recycling older blog posts 

 Refreshes your writing roots and reminds you of 
your original goals 

 Hones your writing and editing skills 

 Opens the door to a new audience 

 Gives your longevity audience a blast from the past 

 Allows you to reach a broader audience with guest 
posts 

 Lets you fine tune your articles with more insight 

With the New Year fast approaching, people will soon 
be in the mindset of “Out with the old, in with the 
new.” I say, “Everything old is new again. Just better.” 

With some sweet tea, a red pen, and a huge pile of 
leaves, 

~ Happy writing.  

~~  Molly Jo     

     At a writers conference years ago, attendees were 
given writing prompts to complete at the meeting. In 
one prompt, people went around the table introducing 
themselves with a single statement, then each suggest-
ed what one book or tool another person would bring 
to Mars.   

     Another prompt asked attendees to describe what 
kind of art form they would be and why. In addition, 
each attendee was given a handout of prompts to take 
home. Here is a sampling: 

Given three objects, what would you make? 

 water, leaves, a pot  

 rocks, wire, branches 

 twine, small stones, feathers 

 burlap, wooden slats, paint 

 shoelaces, buttons, empty wooden spools 

Choose a landscape, then: 

 Choose one word to describe the dominant 
color of the landscape. Now describe that 
color in as many variations as you can see. 

 Fill in the blanks based on the setting or 
someone you see in the landscape: "The 
____  was discovered behind the ____ by 
__." Example: The treasure was discovered 
behind the redwood sapling by Maria, the 
camp cook's daughter." 

 Some novels use setting as a character. Choose 
one aspect of this landscape and turn it into 
a character for a story. 

Prompts are just a quick way to kickstart your crea-
tive juices into overdrive. Some writers appreciate 
the help; others don’t care for the exercise and nev-
er suffer writers block. 

Some of my best works have been generated by 
writing prompts and went on to become entries in 
poetry contests and essays. 

I usually just grab four words out of thin air unless 
there’s a thesaurus handy. But that’s a whole other 
story. 

~~  Rusty LaGrange 

Prompting the Use of Prompts 
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 Life at home was never boring. We usually had a horse, once a cow and calf, some sassy pigs. 

I remember the pen. There was a hen house toward the back of it, with a little chicken ladder 
leading up to the front door. I liked going inside to collect the freshly-lain eggs. I did not see any chicks 
hatch, but I remember those tiny yellow fluffs darting from one speck of feed to another as if they would 
never get enough to eat. 

I never thought of chicks as pets, and I didn’t name them, but when I found one lying lifeless on 
the ground, I was sad. Its death always called for a ceremony. Daddy would empty a box of kitchen 
matches, and I would pad it with soft, green grass. After we gently laid the little body to rest and closed 
the box, we dug a little grave in the front corner of the pasture and placed the tiny coffin there. This be-
came the burial ground for future deceased chicks, pets, and other little critters. 

One summer day when I was eight years old, I got Brownie out of the barn to go for a horseback 
ride. When a horse hasn’t been ridden for a few days, it can be very feisty and uncooperative about let-
ting you sit on its back. It was one of those days for Brownie. She fought me when I slid the bit into her 
mouth and pulled the reins over her head. She swelled her belly to make it impossible to tighten the sad-
dle gird properly. Her last means of protest was to prance and stomp around nervously.  

Finally, the struggle was over, and I stretched my short, little leg up to the stirrup and grabbed the 
horn of the saddle to pull myself up.  

I looked over to say bye to Daddy and saw that he was squatting by the faucet on the side of the 
house. My little black and white cat lay limply in his hand. He gestured “bye bye” to me, and I nodded in 
understanding. Brownie had trampled on Tootsie’s little tummy, and Daddy thought she would likely die. I 
turned the mare toward the road, wiping tears. I was sure I wouldn’t see my furry, little friend again. 

But Tootsie fought back. I fed her by hand and gave her lots of love, and somehow, she improved.  

A few weeks had gone by when I heard an awful noise outside. I ran to the front porch and 
opened the screen door. I saw three animals tumbling in a vicious brawl. My dog, Cricket, and the neigh-
bors’ bulldog were fighting, and Tootsie was caught in the middle.  

I screamed. “Daddy, Daddy!” He came running to break up the melee. But it was too late for Toot-
sie. She was too weak to fight. Her jaw was broken and Daddy said she couldn’t survive this time. This 
was really the end for my sweet kitty. I have 
always thought that Cricket was simply 
fighting to defend the cat.  

The solemn ceremony at the corner of 
the pasture held more impact than burying a 
chick. This one really did make me cry. 

In the months that followed, whenever 
I saw Brownie standing in that corner, I was 
certain that she knew that the cat was buried 
there and that she had something to do with 
her demise. In my young mind, I decided that 
Brownie mourned with me. This was the first 
of many losses, even in my youth. 
 

Coming This Summer — A Cow is a Cow 

Excerpt from “A Cow is A Cow” to be published in the summer. 

by Ann Miner 
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T imes have changed. Time goes on, and chang-
es again. If looked at on a timeline, all the 

changes that have and are taking place since the mid 
1800's, are happening at an ever-increasing rate. If 
you don't care about being left behind technologically 
speaking, that doesn't seem to matter -- unless you 
are still of employment age and looking for a job that 
pays enough to keep you out of the poverty level. 

I f you feel technology and youth have left you be-
hind, you are in a valuable and unique position. 

Beside and behind you and maybe ahead, just 
enough for you to catch them, are children and youth. 
They are the future. How they see and relate to the 
world will shape it for at least one generation.  

S ociety is undergoing a makeover. In order for 
that to be all inclusive -- everything must go!  All 

the old constructs of political, class, and racial tradi-
tions -- stated and unstated have to be replaced by 
broader concepts of inclusion, acceptance, and be-
yond tolerance -- embraced. 

T he main reason I did not grow up prejudiced to 
anyone 'different' was thanks to my maternal 

grandmother and my paternal grandfather. She was 
prejudiced toward other races and told me she knew it 
was wrong and for me not to be. Believe me when I 
say, that was all it took for me to be open to other rac-
es. My grandfather was way ahead of most men in his 
age, as he went out of his way to find a female attor-
ney in the 1930's, which in those times were rarer than 
hen's teeth. He also went out of his way to treat me 
the same as he did my brothers. Took me fishing, put 
tools in my hand and told me what they were for, 
showed me how to bait my own hook and talked to me 
about politics before I was 12. 

I n my experience, these two gifts were the most 
precious of any others either of them could have 

given me. As I write, I am aware that at this point in 
my life I am currently not walking the walk. I pray for 
the opportunities to show themselves for me to gain 
courage to seek ways to guide our youth and children 
to embrace all those who may be 'different'. 

 

Time and Time Again 

by Barbra Badger 

 

Submit Your Info to HDCWC Free 
Online Author’s Page 

 
 If you are a member of the HDCWC with 
a published book, you are eligible to have your 
very own page as part of our author’s section on 
the club website. To take advantage of this free 
opportunity, just send the following data to Rob-
erta Smith cwrlsmith@verizon.net and put 
“Author Info” in the subject line of your email. 
 
The elements you’ll need: 
 
  * Headshot of you in jpg format 
  * Photo of your book (s) in jpg format 
  * Short bio 
  * Short synopsis of your book(s) 
  * Where your book (s) can be purchased 
  * Your author website (if you have one) 
 
 For those of you who already have a 
page, you may need an update if you’ve pub-
lished additional titles.  Please look at your page 
and if an update is needed,  send a jpg of your 
new book along with a synopsis. 
      
        ~~  Roberta Smith, webmaster 

How Indie Authors Can Connect  

With Influencers on Twitter 
Just like with LinkedIn and Facebook, when indie 

authors connect with the “right” people, or key in-

fluencers, on Twitter, it makes a huge difference. 

Especially when they retweet your Tweets. But on 

Twitter, this can be an even more focused effort 

and sometimes the connection is even easier than 

on the other platforms. Why? Because Twitter is a 

direct link. If you like a Tweet, you can instantly 

like it and the person will know. If you re-share a 

Tweet, they’ll know it, too, and it opens the door to 

a great connection for author promotion and book 

marketing. As you’re exposed to their followers, the 

amount of your followers will begin to climb, along 

with your network for book promotion. 

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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Submit Your Info to HDCWC Free Online Author’s Page 
 

 If you are a member of the HDCWC with a published book, you are eligible to have your very 
own page as part of our author’s section on the club website. To take advantage of this free opportuni-
ty, just send the following data to Roberta Smith cwrlsmith@verizon.net and put “Author Info” in the 
subject line of your email. 
 
The elements you’ll need: 
  * Headshot of you in jpg format 
  * Photo of your book (s) in jpg format 
  * Short bio 
  * Short synopsis of your book(s) 
  * Where your book (s) can be purchased 
  * Your author website (if you have one) 
 
 For those of you who already have a page, you may need an update if you’ve published addi-
tional titles.  Please look at your page and if an update is needed,  send a jpg of your new book along 
with a synopsis. 
         ~~  Roberta Smith, webmaster 

Times have changed in the publishing arena, so 
much that authors now have a greater responsibility 
to market their books. Due to that reality, authors 
face a huge dilemma. Marketing and advertising.  

Learning blogging, online platforms, and social me-
dia, causes authors an overwhelming feeling be-
cause of technicalities and time away from writing. 
They sign up with platforms and social media that 
appear easiest and less time consuming. But there 
are questions. What do you blog about? Do you have to be on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and 
more? The enigma of it all is mind boggling for many authors who simply want to write and publish books.  

What is the answer to this dilemma? 

Look at the options below. Consider what each one entails and any concerns you may have (like 
time involved and fees for learning classes/webinars). 

1. Set up a Facebook and Amazon author page, link them to your blog and all other social media ac-
counts (posting often), and blog at least once monthly. 

2. Set up a blog or website, maintain it, keep it active, and link to all other social media accounts. 

3. Do it all yourself - marketing face-to-face, arranging book signings, and forgetting the whole online 
presence agenda (not a wise choice in the 21st century).  

4. Hire a blog consultant/social media expert for online blogging, marketing, and social media. 

Members of High Desert branch offer discounts to fellow members for: 

 Advertising   Editing   Marketing         Publishing           Social Media 

For more information, please contact Rusty, the editor, or review service advertisements in our newsletter. 

Happy Blogging! 

 

Editor’s Note: Even though Angie will be leaving for her new permanent home in Texas, she will network through High-
DesertBlogging.com and continue her column here. Just another advantage of using blogging and social media to keep 
connections fresh and information flowing. 

 Why Should  

     Authors Blog? 

The Blogger’s Corner 
by Angie Horn 

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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Selected Judges for Scholastic Arts & Writing Awards Get Together 
 Four branches of the California Writers Club participated as judges in the National Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards 

contest, administered by the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers in January of 2017. 

Mount Diablo, Orange, Central Coast, and the High Desert branches were the participants for this major event involving 

nearly two dozen members in those respective branches who acted as judges for the contest put on by the internationally 

famous scholastic organization. Each judge received submissions from various genres, including critical essay, dramatic 

script, flash fiction, humor, poetry, journalism, novel writing, personal essay/memoir, science fiction & fantasy, short 

story, and writing portfolio. 

The judging covered the categories of originality, technical skill, and the emergence of personal voice or vision. The 

objective was not to critique the entries but to judge them by assigning a score of 1-10 on each submission. The judges 

used a rubric and online instructions to comply with the rigid requirements of the Scholastic Arts & Writing Awards 

criteria. Each judge was prepared to receive up to 100 submissions, for an investment of an estimated 9-12 hours in the 

two-week period.  

 There were 15 judges and a backup of at least five other members who would take the place of any regular judge who 

was unable to complete the project or parts of the project. There was a Site Coordinator for each branch to act as a liai-

son between the CWC Branch and the Alliance, and to explain and coordinate the overall effort of each of their respec-

tive branches. Each branch was given a participatory stipend by the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers. The effort 

by all four branches was time sensitive and successfully completed on time. Each participant can be extremely proud of 

this fine effort.  

Site Coordinators for the CWC were: Leslie Patino, Central Coast Branch; Marlene Dotterer, Mt. Diablo Branch; Jona-

than Yanez, Orange County Branch, and Dwight Norris, High Desert Branch. 

To celebrate the local completion of our first SAWA competition, HDCWC panelists met at Dave and Mary Thomp-
son's  Apple Valley home  January 27th. Refreshments were served while members discussed the talent of their reading 
entries and their experiences. “The party was very nice. Most of the Blue Ribbon panel showed up. Mary Thompson 
knocked herself out with sandwiches and more. A nice relaxed evening sharing our experiences during the process,” 
noted Marilyn Ramirez (Marilyn King). 

June Langer, age 90-ish, is working on her first novel. She has published magazine articles, poetry, and a short story 
and one of her poems is in the 2016 “For The Love of Writing” HDCWC anthology; Evelyn Blocker, a wonderfully young 
96, has written and published seven books and many other works; Amy Jo Burnett, active member of the HDCWC at 
age 94, is a versatile story writer who also just completed participating as a judge in the Scholastic Arts and Writing 
Awards contest; Winnie Rueff, 92, has written and published a memoir of her days as a young nurse in 1943, Calling 
Nurse Mearns. A Nurse's Story, is a poignant but fun-filled life of a young woman in some scary times. 

Diane Neil, only age 80, is granddaughter of Jack London's best boyhood friend, Frank Irving Atherton.  Diane 
Neil had an unpublished manuscript written as a memoir, which was stored unprinted for decades until she joined the 
California Writers Club. After telling president Dwight Norris about the book, he helped get the manuscript published as 
“Jack London In Boyhood Adventures.”  

“It's Never Too Late To Write Your Story” HDCWC Presentation March 25 

Is writing is an age-related problem for 
you? You’re too old to think that publishing 
is an option now? Then take heart and at-
tend a panel of “golden girls” — who are in 
their 90s and a youngster in her 80s. They 
will be presenting at Hesperia Library, 
March 25 from 2 - 4 pm. The public is wel-
come. The program is free. 

They’ll share their pathways to writing and 
the adventure of publishing with CWC. 
Their route to publishing could be yours. 

Evelyn Blocker, Winnie Rueff , Diane Neil,  

(not pictured: Amy Jo Burnett & June Langer 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories   

   by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

All Our Yesterdays: A Collec-
tion of Memories is the latest 
student-created anthology 
which focuses on interviews of 
senior citizens,  

Amazon.com for $11.99 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

 

 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

Stashed away in a box of mementos, 
it’s the first printing of this treasure 
now available for only $13.35 at Ama-
zon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 Gear Up for 2017 HD Anthology 

Pull your best essays, short stories, and po-
etry for the next call for submissions to our 
branch’s anthology.  

This time we’ll be asking community leaders 
to be the judging panel for all submissions. 

 The cost for submissions will remain the 
same. Just $15 to help offset publishing 
costs. 

 A separate contest for cover photo. 

 Another separate contest for the Title of 
this anthology. 

Already in the works are the Anthology direc-
tors:  

Mike Raff, Steve Marin, and Jenny Margotta. 

Coming fast is the deadline: April 15. 

Completed book for sale by Nov 11. 

Refunds will be provided to entries not ac-
cepted for publication. 

Come Over to The Dark Side 

  . . . sort of 

The critique group, The Dark Side, (which 
isn't all that dark), is open for one, possibly 
two more people. The genre is primarily, 
Sci-Fi, Horror, Paranormal -splash of Fan-
tasy. 

 We meet once a month on Sunday after-
noons at 1:00 at one home or another. We 
send our work (roughly 11-18 pages usu-
ally) ahead of time, make our comments 
on the paper, and bring it to the next 
meeting to ask questions and discuss.  

 Please e-mail one of us if you would like 
to sit in on a meeting to check us out. 
Freddi: docaurum@aol.com; Mike: 
mprseven@aol.com; Steve: stevenfred-
marin@gmail.com 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
     We welcome our newest chapter: San Joaquin Valley Writers. This is 
a good indication of growth in more scattered parts of the state. It also 
shows that writers crave to congregate and learn from each other. If 
there’s a need, a new branch will fill it. It also means stepping forward to 
take a leadership role in your branch. Change is good for creative 
minds; meeting a challenge is too. 

 Thanx for your submissions. 

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 700 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are always wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me promote your book here with your cov-
er, your bio, your mug shot, and book highlights. 

      April’s deadline: March 23  May’s deadline: April 23.   

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2017 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Highlight YOUR Book Cover 
Only $10 

For 3 months 
 

Web site URL included 
(write a free synopsis  

for Inkslinger pages inside)  
 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Services 

KEEP THEM  

WANTING MORE Under New Management: 

HighDesertBlogging.com 
Regional News, Events, Post 
Your Book Signing, Free Blog  

Entry as a Guest 

Have you blogged about your latest 
book? Share your news with my local 
website. Low ad rates for authors. 

Just call 760.646.2661 or text, or 

email to Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

AUG 


