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Point of View 

Continued on Page 2 

L ike the diverse flowers in a garden, so are the 
writers in our club. No two are the same. No two 
have the same voice. No two have the same in-

terests or perceptions, or express the same emotions 
in the same way. Yet all belong. All complete the mo-
saic that is the club. 

I n a garden, beauty is created by the variety of 
flowers—the diversity of texture, shapes and col-
ors. The presence of one enhances the appear-

ance of another. And with all the flowers growing to-
gether in harmony, the landscape is breathtaking.  

S o it is with our club. All the writers learn from 
one another. The poet learns from the non-
fiction writer, and the non-fiction writer learns 

from the journalist. The writer of romance learns from 
the writer of mystery, and so it goes. We are all differ-
ent, but we all need one another. We grow and pros-
per because of our diversity. 

J ust as the rose would not say to the lily, “You 
don’t belong in this garden, you don’t fit in,” so 
one writer must never think of another writer as 

not belonging due to their form of writing, or their gen-
re, or their style. There is room for all—room to learn 
and expand our interests. 

T he Mission Statement of the California Writers 
Club says that we shall foster professionalism 
in writing, promote networking of writers with 

the writing community, mentor new writers, and pro-
vide literary support for writers and the writing com-
munity as is appropriate through education and lead-
ership. 

T he statement goes on to say that the club sup-
ports all genres, writing styles, and related pro-
fessions such as editing, publishing, photo-

All the Flowers in Our Expansive Garden 
graphic journalism, and agents. Branches are to 
provide an environment where members can obtain 
critique of their efforts, attend workshops, and 
share experiences. Branches are encouraged to 
mentor writers of all ages by providing educational 
programs for adults and fostering youth. 

S o as we look around at the diversity of our 
writers, let us appreciate the beauty that 
each brings to the garden. Let us get to 

know one another better. Let us encourage each  
other, and seek out what we may learn from the 
other. Let’s look for opportunities to teach, mentor, 
and encourage so that all may grow.  

I f writing is about anything good, it surely must 
involve expanding our minds. That’s why we 
are here for each other. At the next meeting, 

say hello to a writer you have not yet met, and get 
the conversation started. Who knows what bonds 
may be formed? 

Give-Away at HDCWC Meeting 

     We’re hosting attorney and detective story au-
thor Anne Cleeland on Saturday, June 11 from 10 

a.m. to noon back at our regular 
meeting place at Jess Ranch Com-
munity Church.  While they last, 
the author will give away copies of 
a series novel featuring first-year 
detective Kathleen Doyle and 
Chief Inspector Michael Sinclair, 
Lord Acton, as a most unlikely 

pair. An Irish redhead of humble begin-
nings and modest means, Doyle is the antithe-
sis of Acton, the British lord who  established 
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CWC Central Board Openings, Two Officers Needed 

The CWC Central Board will be holding its elections in July 2016 in Oakland. They need someone to stand for 
the positions of Secretary and Treasurer. If any HDCWC member is qualified and willing to stand for election 
and serve in one of these offices, please notify the Central Board Representative, Bob Isbill via email at ris-
bill@aol.com or phone (760)221-6367. 

The person filling either of those positions by election would automatically become the HDCWC Central 
Board Representative, and serve in the capacity of one of those positions. 

The requirement of the Central 
Board Representative is to be 
able to use computer Internet cor-
respondence and participation, 
and to be willing to travel to Oak-
land on dates that the CWC holds 
its meetings, and to be the liaison 
between the Branch and the Cen-
tral Board. 

 Final Notice for 2016 Election Slate 

The HDCWC Nominating Committee announced the 
upcoming slate of officers eligible and willing to stand 
for election  

President Dwight Norris 

Vice President Michael Raff 

Secretary Naomi Ward 

Treasurer Jenny Margotta 

Member-at- Large and other positions are co-
terminus with the expiration of the term of the current 
president, and will be appointed by the president after 
the June 11 election. 

If you would like to stand for election, please notify 
Bob Isbill, Linda Boruff or Mary Langer Thompson of 
the Nominating Committee. 

Other eligible members in good standing are able to 
be nominated at the June 11 meeting with or without 
notice to the Nominating Committee, but anyone 
nominated must be present to declare willingness to 
serve out the term, or have that willingness in writing 
in order to run for election. 

Arrive 
and 
Vote 

himself as a brilliant but enigmatic figure with 
a knack for solving London's most high-profile 
homicides.  

     Anne Cleeland holds a degree in English 
from UCLA as well as a degree in law from 
Pepperdine University, and is a member of 
the California State Bar. She writes a contem-
porary Scotland Yard series that features de-
tectives Acton and Doyle, and she also writes 
a historical series set in 
the Regency period. A 
member of International 
Thriller Writers, The His-
torical Novel Society, 
and Mystery Writers of 
America, she lives in 
California and has four 
children. For more infor-
mation about Anne 
Cleeland, visit 
www.annecleeland.com. 

 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 3 

Author’s Accolade 

By Molly Jo Realy 

 The prestigious Selah Awards take place each year at the Blue Ridge Mountains 
Christian Writers Conference and are awarded to books within Christian publishing that are 
considered excellent within their genre. 

Congratulations to our own Aaron Gansky for winning the award for Young Adult 
Fiction with his book, The Hand of Adonai: The Book of Things To Come. 

 The novel tells the story of four teens trapped in a digital game world of their own 
making, along with some components they didn’t add—like a demonic force intent on 
keeping them from coming home. It is the first in a three-book series, with the second book 

available later this year. 

The Selah competition overflowed with well-
crafted manuscripts and went through a long 
process of elimination to arrive at the three 
finalists. Aaron’s success is well deserved.  

From Hand of Adonai Amazon Page:  

“Faced with questionable allies, invisible ene-
mies, and increasingly dangerous levels of 
difficulty, the four must learn to work togeth-
er, to trust each other ... or be forever lost in 
this deadly game of virtual reality that's be-
come all too real.  
 
“Careful what you create - it could kill 
you.” 

Aaron Gansky’s Hand of Adonai Wins 2016 Selah Award  
       for Young Adult Fiction 

All CWC members are invited 
to the celebration of the 
founding father — Joaquin 
Miller — annual picnic. 

Check out www.cal-
writers.org for more details. 

The event is packed with 
writerly things to do and 
share. A good time to meet 
some of the Board and 
northern members plus Pot-
luck, BBQ, Open Mic and par-
take in a cake decorating 
contest. 
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Planning a  

Writers’ Sa-
lon in Your 

Home or  

Local Café?  
Let Loralie Kay help 

you. She’s our   

Salons  

Coordinator with 
some great ideas. 

Email her at   

LoralieKay 

@aol.com 

Check Here for the Latest Salon Dates, events 

& Book Signings   

 

Check with Hesperia’s web site for the latest 
news about their annual weekend at the Hes-
peria Lakes venue Sept. 17 & 18. Always a 
large turnout, shady booth zones, potential 
buyers who look for local talent, book signing 
available if you man a booth with HDCWC or 
rent your own booth. Great fun and an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the outdoors! 

If you self-publish, be sure to have plenty on 
hand to sell. 

HDCWC will promote anthologies and author 
titles if you wish us to display them. Contact 
Bob Isbill for booth rates per “unattended au-
thor.” 

 Will You Have an Author’s Booth at 
 Hesperia Days at the Lake ? 

Roberta Smith to Speak at the Arts Council in Menifee 

The Literary committee of the Arts Council Menifee sponsors a monthly event featuring lo-
cal southern California writers. Roberta Smith will be their guest speaker on June 22nd at 
6:30 pm.  Her topic will be “Ghosts in Literature – How I Came to Write Paranormal Nov-
els.” 

Roberta has written four paranormal mystery novels and is 
nearing the final draft of her fifth, her first book geared for teens. 
She credits three literary works with piquing her interest in 

ghosts (in literature, that is) and influenc-
ing how she views the spirited things:  

“Georgie” by Robert Bright was published 
in 1944. It is a charming children’s story 
about a sweet, helpful ghost.  

“The Highwayman,” a poem published in 
1906, written by Alfred Noyes. Roberta 
discovered this poem amid her Childcraft 
books and read it often. It is a sad, but 
romantic tale. 

“Rebecca,” a novel published in 1938, 
written by Daphne DuMaurier. Rebecca may be dead, but her per-
sonality is so strong, she continues to influence the living. This story 
does not have a ghost per se, however, Rebecca’s evil intent and 
lingering presence in the minds of those alive, is haunting. 

The meeting takes place at the ACM north annex, Kay Ceniceros 
Senior Center, 29995 Evans Road, Menifee.  

MARK THE DATE 

On Our New 

HDCWC Calendar 
We now have an online 
calendar of HDCWC re-
lated Events! Book sign-
ing? Salon? Workshop? 
Post the dates in ad-
vance. Contact Web-
master Roberta Smith to 
enter events.  

 Check it out! 
Keep Up With What's 

Going On at the 
HDCWC 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
calendar.html  

Roberta Smith 

http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
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Deja vous -- again and again 
  

 

 

   

       One of my pet peeves is getting stuck in traffic, which occurs on a regular 
basis.  Three times a week I drive fifty miles round trip to take advantage of water 
therapy at the Power Center on Bear Valley Road near Industrial.  The therapy is 
wonderful; the traffic is horrendous.  The hour-long sessions are from 1 - 2 
PM.  With driving, changing into a swimsuit, showering and dressing afterward 
and driving home, this takes nearly a four-hour chunk out of every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

    In the months I have been thus commuting, I have come to recognize 
many other cars traveling the same route.  None of the drivers are my therapy-
mates and most are much younger, so I conclude that they are part of the huge 
army of commuters who live in the high desert. 

    Idling in traffic, I've observed behaviors of certain drivers that definitely fit 
a pattern.  There are the tweeters and texters, those who talk into mikes, and 
some who conduct lengthy business at a red light.  When the light turns green, 
they're oblivious until honking horns behind them remind them to get going. 

     The red lighters are worse.  I've learned to zoom through the yellow light 
to avoid those speeders behind crashing into my rear.  At every intersection there 

is a long pause before it's safe to go on the 
green light.  I've seen people eating their lunch, 
putting on makeup, throwing stuff out the win-
dow, singing and banging on the steering 
wheel.  Sometimes I make eye contact with 
other drivers while we're stuck in traffic.  I'm 
sure I could be friends with some. 

     If we all live long enough, maybe there 
will come a time when we'll have wrist traveling 
devices and fly through the air.  But wait!  We'd 
all be done in by drones. 

  

 

HAIL MARY 
By John Garner 

 

Arc of leather, dizzy brown, 
Spinning tightly, round and round. 
Curving earthward, downward bound, 
To upstretched hands, or plush green ground. 
Eyes turned upward, and spellbound, 
Await the outcome without a sound. 

 
Copyright © 1996 . All rights reserved.     

by Diane Neil 

 
Sharing Your Work as It’s Created 

“You’re only half of the equation – the 
reader or viewer brings with them the other 
half as experience.”  
   —Austin Kleon 
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UK Author Claire Fuller on Writing Communities —- 

   and Her Book: Our Endless Numbered Days 

 
Claire Fuller began writing at age 40. Her debut novel, Our Endless Numbered Days, won the 
UK’s Desmond Elliott Prize in 2015. In this Q&A, Claire talks about Friday Fictioneers and The 
Prime Writers — two WordPress.com communities important to her work. She offers insight 
into Peggy Hillcoat, the main character of Our Endless Numbered Days, and shares the seeds of 
her upcoming novel, Swimming Lessons. 

Her community helped her realize a goal that many of us debate  

  whether anyone can help us. 

 

Our Endless Numbered Days is told in flashback by Peggy Hillcoat, at age 17. At age eight, Peggy’s survivalist father 
abducts her to a small, remote cabin, where they struggled to survive for nine years. 

In Claire’s story, Peggy’s memory is foggy and her mental faculties sharpen as the tale is told. What were the 
difficulties of writing a character whose full mental development was likely stunted from malnutrition during 
nine years of wilderness survival?  

For all sorts of reasons — the malnutrition included — Peggy isn’t completely sure about the story she’s telling. I en-
joyed playing with the “unreliable narrator” idea — it’s an interesting way to lead the reader down paths that they 
aren’t expecting and then suddenly turn things on their head. 

At The Daily Post, check out our article on The Unreliable Narrator. 

Our Endless Numbered Days in some ways is a coming-of-age story where the protagonist comes of age physically, but 
not mentally — Peggy is still very much a child at 17. 

With that in mind I had to be careful about the language she used. I wanted to write a book with a lot of landscape de-
scription, but since we’re in Peggy’s head I had to make sure that every single word was one that she would know and 
use. I thought a great deal about how she would see the world when she was back home in London. So, for example, 
she’s confused about the number of useless things in her mother’s house; how much food they have, how warm the 
house is. I really tried to put myself in her shoes and understand her. 

The Desmond Elliott Prize is an annual award for a first novel written in English and published in the UK. Worth 
£10,000 to the winner, the prize is named after the literary agent and publisher, Desmond Elliott. 

Our Endless Numbered Days won the 2015 Desmond Elliott Prize for debut novel. What does acclaim feel like?  

It was a wonderful moment when Louise Doughty announced that Our Endless Numbered Days had won. The event 
was held in a very fancy room at Fortnum and Mason in London and I was very nervous and excited. Two other books 
had been shortlisted besides mine — Elizabeth is Missing and A Song for Izzy Bradley; none of us knew who had won 
until Louise read the name out. It’s a great honor for my debut novel to be judged against two such tremendous books, 
and by a group of judges I really respect. 

And although the prize isn’t much known outside the UK, it has opened many doors for me here, and made all sorts of 
people, from critics, to booksellers and of course readers, want to read and talk about Our Endless Numbered Days. 

You participate regularly in Friday Fictioneers. How has the WordPress.com community influenced you and 
your writing? 

But it’s the (Friday Fictioneers) community that I love the most — so inspiring and supportive. They’ll give construc-
tive criticism when I need it and encouragement when something hasn’t gone right. Friday Fictioneers is a group of 
bloggers who each write a 100-word story each week inspired by a photograph — Ekphrastic style. We write our own 
story, post it on our website, and then read and comment on everyone else’s story. 

Creating this regular piece of writing and the WordPress.com community who join in and read has been absolutely in-
strumental in my writing. I use these pieces of “flash fiction” in all sorts of ways. They can be stand-alone pieces, or 
often I use them to inspire scenes in the novel I’m writing, or sometimes I slot them in as they are. But it’s the commu-
nity that I love the most — and these are people from all around the world, most of whom I have never met.  
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 How Can a Writer  

Make Money Blogging? 

A blogger’s column  
by Angie Horn 

Happy Blogging ~~ Angie     
Angie Horn is a blogging coach and author. 

Contact her at hdblogging@gmail.com. 

Authors start out with an urgency or the 

desire to write a book on a topic they feel 

passionate about. All that matters, at first, 

is to write -- and rewrite over and over 

until the manuscript looks perfect. What 

next? Critiquing. Editing. Publishing. Then 

the real work begins.  

       Marketing probably didn't enter into 

the author's mind when the idea of writing 

a book originated. But once the book is 

ready for sales, marketing becomes pri-

ority. 

       A portion of authors may publish 

books without any concern to make mon-

ey. If that's you and your goal is just to 

write for fun and to say you are pub-

lished, you've met your criteria. The rest 

of us (notice I included myself in this 

group) need to sell books. How in the 

global economy can this be feasible? Ah! 

I'm glad you asked. 

       You are equipped with the ability to 

write in more than one genre, right? 

Freelance writing can be done in multiple 

genres.  

 

Let's look at a few options: 

1. Blogging - Start a blog and build it to 

promote your book and writing services. 

Hire a freelance blogger to maintain your 

blog if you don't have the time or energy to 

do it. 

2. Book Reviews - Consider asking fellow 

writers in your critique group or writers' 

club to review your book. Sign up with 

companies that hire book reviewers to 

bring in extra cash flow.  

3. Content Writing - Write articles, bulleted 

or numbered lists, newspaper or magazine 

columns, eBooks and other online content 

to expand your audience. 

4. Copywriting - Use for promoting and 

marketing your book and services. Learn 

copywriting, or look in your own writing 

club for a copywriter to hire. 

     Consider finding an online community 

that shares your genre so that your book 

title will be riding the waves of popular 

themes.  You can support and write about 

theirs as well. As they say: It takes a vil-

lage. 

       The four options listed are all consid-

ered genres. However, a blog can include 

each one. They also are freelance opportu-

nities that any author wanting to market 

books should take advantage of.  

       Which writing genres have you added 

to your portfolio?  

Today you are you! That is truer than 
true! There is no one alive who is you-er 
than you!       — Dr. Seuss 
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As of end of May, MRMS reports Total State Mem-
bership as 2002!!  We have 21 active branches. 

The theme of the 2016 Central Coast Writers Contest 
is THE FINAL WORD.  All entries must depict this 
theme, originally interpreted.  Categories in-
clude Short Fiction, 1,000 to 1,200 words; Poetry, up 
to 40 lines; Flash Fiction, up to 500 words, and brand 
new this year, Screenwriting, up to 
20 pages. 

Prizes for Short Fiction, Screenwrit-
ing and Poetry are $1,000.00 for 
First Place, $500.00 for Second 
Place and $100.00 for Third 
Place.  Flash Fiction contestants will 
win $500.00 for First Place, $100.00 for Second 
Place and $50.00 for Third Place.  All top finalists will 
receive Finalist Certificates. 

Contestants may enter more than one category, and 
submit more than one entry in any category.  The en-
try fee for Short Fiction, Poetry and Screenwriting is 
$20.00.  The entry fee for Flash Fiction is $15.00. 

Remember, the contest deadline is July 15, 2016 and 
all entries must be received by midnight on this date 
to be eligible. 

Please visit http://www.CCWritersContest.com to en-
ter and for all submission guidelines, full contest 
rules, judges’ profiles, videos, and so much 
more.  The contest can also be found on Face-
book https://www.facebook.com/Central-Coast-
Writers-Contest-979115185509126/  and Twitter 
@CCWriterContest 

Please visit the Central Coast Writers Conference 
at http://
www.CentralCoastWritersConference.com and we 
will see you there September 29 – October 1, 2016. 

News You Can Use 
Contest & Conference at Central Coast 

Numbers Are Climbing!! 

Our Treasurer, Jenny 
Margotta, is recovering at 
home after surgery and a 
short hospital stay. 

She’ll be back soon. 

Another great event is planned for Barnes & Noble at 

the Victorville Mall. Jerry Ellis, the Community Re-

source Manager, has done a great job in reaching out to 

the community and the HDCWC to place us in posi-

tions for marketing and autographing books. Here's 

what's coming up. 

Local Outreach 
B&N’s goal is for authors to have 
a minimum of one ( or more!) teen au-

thor signing/appearance over the week-
end. While their Author Promotions depart-

ment is doing their best to secure appear-
ances, our efforts should be focused on local 
or regional publishers, and self-published/

print on demand authors. This is a great op-

portunity for HDCWC authors in that genre.  

If you write books for teens and would like to partici-
pate in a signing at one of the above posted dates, 
please email Jerry at crm2090@bn.com and he'll 
set it up. 

Teen Book Authors & Signing Event Coming Up 

Friday, 6/10 at 7 PM – Teens can participate in a 
kick-off trivia event sponsored by PenguinRan-
domHouse. (This date may be too late to plan for 
but you’re welcome to check it out.) 

Saturday, 6/11 at 11 AM – Teens can receive 
chapter samplers and advance reader copies of up-
coming releases 

Saturday, 6/11 at 2 PM – Teens can participate in 
a spelling showdown, games and activities featuring 
popular series 

Sunday, 6/12 at 2 PM – Teens can participate in a 
national writing workshop (details/theme TBD) 

 
I am not ashamed to say that no 
man I ever met was my father's 
equal, and I never loved any other 
man as much.  

— Hedy Lamarr 

http://www.ccwriterscontest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Central-Coast-Writers-Contest-979115185509126/
https://www.facebook.com/Central-Coast-Writers-Contest-979115185509126/
http://www.centralcoastwritersconference.com/
http://www.centralcoastwritersconference.com/
mailto:crm2090@bn.com
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WHAT I LEARNED: 4 HARD-WON LESSONS 
    FROM SKIN CANCER SURVIVOR JOHN GARNER 
(Editor’s Note: Mr. Garner’s personal story first appeared March 11, 2016, written by Denise Heady, City of 
Hope,Duarte, CA) Photo: John Garner and Vijay Trisal, M.D.  

“You may think I’m odd for saying this,” said John Garner, reflecting on the past five years of his life, “but can-
cer just might have been the best thing that ever happened to me.” 

John, 66, knows that cancer isn’t something people are typically grateful for, but he credits 

 the disease for pushing him to be fearless and focused enough to return to his first loves: writing, running 
and coaching high school football. “I don’t know why I’m still alive,” he said. “I am simply so excited by how 
my life has changed and by what I learned about myself since being diagnosed. I did a lot of crying these past 
five years — not because I was sad, but because I was so damn grateful for the life I was living. It’s a great 
life. Better than the 60 years prior. I take nothing for granted.” 

Facing the diagnosis 

In 2011, John, a former infantry noncommissioned officer (NCO) and teacher, was diagnosed with Merkel cell 
carcinoma, a rare skin cancer that affects about 1,500 people in the United States each year. It grows quickly 
and often metastasizes at early stages of the disease, spreading to nearby lymph nodes and then distant 
parts of the body such as the lungs, brain and bones. 

Since John’s disease was so advanced, he was told that his chances of beating it were grim: “I gathered that 
the part about being ‘incurable’ meant I was going to die, but no one could say when,” said John. “But I knew I 
wanted to live. I wasn’t worried about anything else anymore.” 

Getting back on the field 

John immediately began treatment at City of Hope under the care of surgical oncologist Vijay Trisal, M.D., 
associate clinical professor in the Department of Surgery. John underwent radiation and surgery, during 
which Trisal was able to remove the tumor successfully. Though there was still a good chance the cancer 
could return, John didn’t sit around waiting for it. He decided to get back to running and writing — both of 
which helped him get through treatment — and coaching football. After an eight-year hiatus from coaching, 
John took on the freshman football team at Barstow High School in California. He remembers this time as 
“That Comeback Season,” which is also the title of a book he is writing about the ups and downs of 2012, the 
year his cancer was supposed to come back. 

One of the ways John connects with the kids he coaches is by writing letters, which he often hands out on 
game day. In these letters, he provides his players with words of encouragement and reminds them that foot-
ball is about much more than just winning. John developed his letter-writing practice during his five-year jour-
ney with cancer. Along with his players, he writes to family, friends and even his deceased parents about the 
battle he has fought to get to where he is now. John is compiling these letters for a second book titled “Letters 
from Coach.” The book, which will be published soon, has been one of his goals since being diagnosed as 
“cured” from the cancer. 

Embracing a fresh future 

Now “cured” after 5-years of clean scans, John has many more years to do what he loves most. Today he is 
writing a book and short stories, coaching football, designing and developing websites, and training to be-
come a long distance runner. He knows how lucky he is. 

“I’m alive today because of Dr. Trisal,” said John. “He cared for me as a person, not just as another cancer 
patient. He gave me hope. Everyone at City of Hope did. They are great people there, amazing human be-
ings. “ 
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Now Accepting Advertising for CWC’s The Bulletin  

Make A Splash — STATE-WIDE!! 
Want to increase your visibility? Sell your service? Promote your book? Increase speaker engagements? 

Pump up your web traffic? Or just send a greeting? 

Each issue of The Bulletin — published three times a year — reaches close to 2,000 published and aspiring 

writers, in 21 branches throughout the state. And it is published also on the CWC www.calwriters.org website! 

Now we are accepting writing-related advertising from businesses, CWC members, and individuals who wish 

to reach our target market at reasonable prices. PayPal is now available. 

Four tiers of ads are being offered: 

 Business card size (2” x 3.5”) ads for $35. These will appear in the index section of The Bulletin.  

 Index card size (3’ x 5”) ads for $60. To be interspersed throughout The Bulletin as appropriate. 

 5″ x7″ size ads for $90 placed at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief for layout purposes. 

All of the above can be paid for by check as described below, or by PayPal (below). 

We will make available one and one only full page vertical ad (7″ x 10″) for $200. First come, first 

served, and for that reason, arrangement for this ad must be made by check and submitted by postal mail 

and by email as described below. Advertisers whose ads are received by mail too late to qualify will be noti-

fied of their option to buy a 5×7 or smaller ad and/or their checks will be returned. 

All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received.  We reserve the right to 

decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief. 

All ads must be emailed as a jpg file to advertisingcwc@gmail.com. 

A physical copy of your ad must be enclosed with the postal mailed payment. Please include your return ad-

dress, email address, and telephone contact number. 

Deadline for advertising submissions for the next issue to be published in mid-August 2016 is Friday, July 29, 

2016 and for the Winter (mid-November) issue the deadline is Friday, October 28, 2016. Capacity for adver-

tising will be determined by the Editor-in-Chief. In case we receive more ads than can be accommodated, ad-

vertisers will be notified of the option to reserve space in the next issue. 

Space is limited, and appropriate ads will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulle-

tin will be emailed to advertisers upon publication. Please include your preferred email address along with 

your ad submission. Questions? Call Bob Isbill at (760) 221-6367. 

Checks or money orders for submitted ads must be made payable to CWC Central Treasury and mailed to: 

   HDCWC 

   The Bulletin Marketing Department 

   20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

   Apple Valley, CA 92307 
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High Desert Branch  

of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official monthly pub-
lication for members of California Writ-
ers Club — High Desert branch, a regis-
tered non-profit corporation. All material 
is copyrighted ©2016 by California Writ-
ers Club and may not be reproduced 
without permission. Opinions expressed 
under individual bylines do not neces-
sarily represent an official position of, or 
endorsement by, High Desert members 
or California Writers Club. The Inksling-
er  is published monthly by: HD CWC, 
20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430, PM Box 281, 
Apple Valley, CA 92307. Web page 
www.HDCWC.com 

 

Advice from Bloggy Law –  

So You Wanna Be an Author 
Written by: Chrissy Watson at Bloggy Law 

Writing a Winning Book Deal 

Many of us start blogs because we are already authors and want to share our content in different ways. But for others, the 
realization that we are full-fledged writers comes later when we go through our endless vault of content and see that 
there is at least one book waiting to be published – if not an entire series. 

This article will walk you through the terms you should pay attention to when negotiating your book deal, regardless of 
whether you are publishing a novel, coffee table photography book or a collection of recipes. 

Publishing Agreements 101 

Pour yourself a glass of bubbly if you are lucky enough to have met a publisher interested in printing and promoting 
your book, but get ready for the infinitely less exciting exercise of negotiating the fine print. Some contracts can be as 
long as 20 or more pages, and you need to make sure you go over your agreement with a fine-tooth comb. 

The best way to approach your review – either with or without a lawyer – is that if it is not in the contract, it does not 
exist. For example, if you simply assume that you will be paid the entire advance upfront but the contract does not speci-
fy this type of arrangement, the publisher has no obligation to fork over the cash just because you expected it. 

The opposite is also true. For example, if your contract allows the publisher to make revisions to your work, you will 
have a difficult time preventing the publisher 
from making changes if you keep the term in 
the contract or fail to put limitations on what 
the publisher can do. 

The Components of Your Contract 

Some of the key terms that should be specified 
in your contract include: 

A definition of the work – What type of content 
are you putting together? How many photo-
graphs should be included? What is the word 
count minimum? Do you need a bibliography? 

Clip This Reminder List for Bulletin Ads 

 

YOUR CHECKLIST: 

 Please double-check to be sure you have followed 

directions closely. 

 Design your ad. You can scan it to a jpeg file and 

send it to advertisingcwc@gmail.com 

 Then place the hard copy of your ad in an envelope 

addressed to the Marketing Department. It is okay to 

fold the copy if you need to do so. 

 Enclose your check made payable to CWC Central 

Treasury or pay by PayPal on calwriters.org. If you 

use PayPal, please state the amount in your enve-

lope. 

 Either way you pay, we MUST have the hard copy 

mailed to us along with your email address and 

phone contact, and please confirm the size of your 

ad.  (Size isn’t indicated on the scanned copy.) 

 One Full-page ad per issue purchased by mail only. 

continued next page 
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An identification of payments – Are you entitled to an 
advance? When will you become eligible for a bonus ad-
vance? If payment is tied to net sales, how are net sales 
calculated? Will the publisher provide you with an audit 
or statements, and how often? 

A royalty schedule – How much do you, your publisher, 
and your agent make on sales? Does the rate differ based 
on the format (e.g., hardcover copies versus electronic 
books, etc.)? What happens if copies are not sold, sold at 
a discount, or sold in bulk? 

A deadline schedule – What is the due date of your origi-
nal manuscript, and what are the revision deadlines? Will 
you be penalized for late delivery? Are there any limita-
tions on the publisher’s acceptance of your work? When 
is the publisher required to publish your book, and what 
happens if the publisher fails to do so? 

A disposition of rights – What rights are you giving the 
publisher, and what rights do you reserve for yourself? 
Are there any limitations as to what you can do with your 
own content based on the publisher’s rights? What hap-
pens to your rights if the agreement is terminated? And 
what if you die or are incapable of performing the con-
tract? 

An identification of required promotional efforts – What 
efforts is the publisher required to make to sell your 
book? Do you need to go on a book tour or create market-
ing collateral yourself? 

What to Watch Out For 

Some publishing contracts will contain an anticompeti-
tion clause that prevents you from publishing similar con-
tent for a certain period of time without the publisher’s 
consent. The publisher wants this agreement in place to 
make sure you are not publishing your “exclusive” Forty 
Days to Fitness Plan or Best Backyard Barbecue Recipes 
on multiple platforms, thereby lowering the publisher’s 
sales volume. While your publisher’s desires are under-
standable, make sure the anticompetition terms are not 
overly restrictive or prevent you from conducting a 
broader range of actions relating to your content than nec-
essary. 

Make It Mutual 

Because your agent’s compensation usually is specified 
in the agreement, she could be more concerned with the 
way the terms affect her. 

One Last Word 

Having an agent has many benefits, but do not rely solely 
on your agent’s review of your publishing contract – es-
pecially if she is not an attorney. Also, because your 
agent’s compensation usually is specified in the agree-
ment, she could be more concerned with the way the 
terms affect her rather than thinking about the deal from 
your perspective. 

continued from page 11 From Chris Watson Law Blog: So You Wanna be an Au-
thor_May 2016, has given permission to reprint, but 
warns that all advisory comments are to be taken as in-
formation only. Literary laws can be different in each 
state and as an author you should always consult a law-
yer with any questions you may have. 

 

 

   An Amazing Afternoon 
                                                             
     by fumi-tome ohta 

 

I was in my garden looking 
skyward to the beautiful clouds above 
when I happened to see something 
adrift in the distance. A plane?  A me-
tallic balloon?  As it got closer, I saw 
that it was a crumpled white paper, a 
piece of discarded trash that got 
caught in the wind. It'll come down 
soon, I thought, but no, it kept dancing 
in the wind, end over end. I watched it 
for a long while as it made a full circle 
in the sky then, when I thought the 
wind would die down and the paper 
start to flutter down, it didn't, but kept 
its current level in the sky tumbling 
end over end. Then it leveled out like 
a bird gliding in the current without 
flapping its wings. It soared in a hori-
zontal position, never teetering, flap-
ping or making any visible motion to 
go higher, lower, left or right.  It re-
mained motionless, being content just 
to glide wherever the current took it. I 
watched this fascinating symphony in 
the sky until its visibility was lost to 
infinity. 

Later, I sat under my awning 
to enjoy the Zen serenity of quiet 
when something caught my eye.  It 
was a hummingbird flitting here and 
there collecting nectar from the bril-
liant red clusters of pomegranate 
blossoms. The hummingbird flew from 
blossom to blossom for quite a while 
then, minutes later he wiped his brow, 
made a 'T' sign with its wing tips, then 
came to rest upon a wooden ledge 
just above me. For someone who had 
just zipped here and there without 

continues 
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letup, when he stopped, I noticed that he 
wasn't even winded as I would have 
been. He sat there quite content to watch 
me watching him.  

After a few minutes of rest, he 
turned to me, gave me a wink, then flew 
to the pomegranate blossoms to continue 
gathering nectar.  As he did, I noticed 
something I had never seen before nor 
realized that hummingbirds did, especially 
this one. He flew with both feet dangling 
down and flat out.  His feet did not retract 
like other birds in flight but delightfully 
dangled as both feet playfully rocked 
freely back and forth.  Because everything 
looked so whimsical, I envisioned this 
young nectar-collector wearing flip-flops 
on his dancing - dangling free-range 
feet.  In that mental vision, he looked 
'hang loose' like a kamaaina -- local boy.   

 
                                                                   

I never took piano or suffered through hours 

of afternoon practice like I’ve heard so many 
say. When you’re young you believe time is 

crawling excruciatingly slowly allowing you to 
pack more activities into the day.  You don’t 
need to be tied down to hours of practice for 

anything. 

As we get older and feel that time is a mon-

ster at out heels, we find it more difficult to 
be patient with ourselves as we practice a 

new skill. 

This can be the difference between a new 
book and a new best-seller. The skill of 

“Deliberate Practice” becomes the difference 
in whether the ambition you choose to 
demonstrate to become expert and the lack of 

time you give yourself to complete it, resolves 

many of our numerous unfinished goals. 

Here’s Ericcson describing how Deliber-

ate Practice works: 

1.You must be highly motivated to improve 

your performance. 

2.You must perform a series of tasks that take 

your pre-existing knowledge and expertise in-

to account and challenge you outside of your 

comfort zone. 

3.You need immediate informative feedback on 

your performance of these tasks and sugges-

tions on what to do differently. 

You must repeatedly perform the same or 

similar tasks until your performance improves. 

In other words, there’s no loosey-goosey 

“practice” time if you want to get better at 
writing — or for that matter playing piano, 
shooting hoops, or speaking another lan-

guage.  

Instead you need highly structured exercises 

— outside of your comfort zone, remember — 
so that you can face up to the errors you’re 

bound to make and work on eliminating them. 

A new skill can be learned within 10,000 
hours. A new habit only takes 30 hours. Is 

your love of writing a habit or a skill? 

—  Rusty LaGrange 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K._Anders_Ericsson 

Is Your Love of Writing a Habit or a Skill? 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Stu-
dents 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  
~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the Dor-
othy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

A Reminder for  
Advertising Opportunities  
Available in The Bulletin 

Promote to Nearly 2,000 Readers 
    The next 2016 issue of the new electronic 

CWC Bulletin will be coming out in August. 

The next deadline for submitting advertising is 

July 29, 2016. 

    This is a way for CWC members, authors, 

and guest speakers to reach a large targeted au-

dience of writers in a state-wide publication that 

goes out to nearly 2,000 writers. 

    The cost is very reasonable: Just $35 for a 

2x3.5 business card size ad; a 3x5 index card 

size for just $60; and, a 5x7 for $90. Full details 

can be obtained by visiting http://calwriters.org/

advertising-in-the-bulletin/. PayPal is now 

available, too.                                  

If you have a book or writing service to pro-

mote, hesitate no longer! The Bulletin is an ex-

traordinary way to get the word out to others 

with an interest in writing, publishing, and mar-

keting. 

Our DCB student anthology  — Let It Be 
Recorded — is now available on 
Amazon.com in Kindle format for 
only $3.99. 

We’re looking for shops or bookstores that 
will sell and display our Jack London book — 
Boyhood Adventures. If you have an idea or 
have visited London-themed shops promoting 
his books, let our President know. 
HDCWCpresidentnorris@gmail.com.  

The more venues we have scattered around 
California and other states, the more re-
searchers and collectors will have access to 
this fascinating prime resource memoir. 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

     Take a look across the Internet and you’ll see many contesting 
venues. If you find one that responds quickly, let me know for our 
members. You’ll find that many entries are pricey with short deadlines 
while having very poor awards in place, and a long waiting period. We 
don’t have room in this newsletter for listing many contests, but if you 
have your favorites, let’s share! 

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is: 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me promote your book highlights. 

 July’s deadline: June 23rd.    August’s deadline is July 23rd.  
     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2016 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Deadline for advertising submissions for the August 
issue is Friday, July 29, 2016. Capacity for advertising 
will be determined by the Editor-in-Chief. In case we 

receive more ads than can be accommodated, submit-
ters will be notified  

of their option to reserve space in the next issue.    

Check or money order made payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads  must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin  

Marketing Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB-281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

 
Web site URL included 

(write a synopsis  
for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Your  
Business Card Here 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

 

Your  
Business Card Here 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

Your ads help pay our expenses 


