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Authors Appreciate That Second Set of Eyes… 

  JUNE  2014 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Continued on Page 2 

Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

I  believe that the best projects are completed with 

one person at the helm, and lots of helpers on deck. 

Take writing, for example. One person, the author, has 

this cerebral itch, or this burning passion in her heart 

and she’s got to get this story out. She is the driving 

force. Nobody will care quite so much about this story 

as the author. 

B ut there are many ways to tell 

a story. Decisions have to be 

made about point of view, tense, 

word selection, setting, descrip-

tions, and characters. The list is 

endless. So the author starts fling-

ing digits up on the screen. She’s 

getting started and progress is  

being made, but things don’t feel 

quite right, and the author can’t put her finger on what’s 

wrong. 

H ow nice is it to be among friends in the HDCWC 

and have them take a look at our work, or listen to 

our ideas? The help is immeasurable! We can advance 

our project by leaps and bounds (I know that’s a cliché 

but I don’t care) in one constructive critique group ses-

sion, far more than we can hope to do by hanging out by 

ourselves. 

I n April it was our privilege to have Anne Perry and 

Victoria Zackheim as our speakers. At lunch, Victo-

ria spoke lovingly of her granddaughter, about age 12, 

who was starting to write. From what Victoria told us, 

the girl really has some talent. She submitted a piece to 

her teacher and the teacher wanted to give her some 

feedback. The girl told her teacher she didn’t need any 

feedback. Her writing was fine just as it was. 

 

Dwight Norris 

V ictoria, a prominent and accomplished writer, told her 

granddaughter that she had her work critiqued all the 

time by editors who sometimes suggested ways to improve 

it. The girl was shocked. She didn’t know the benefit of that 

second set of eyes. 

I f you would like to get something good accomplished in 

your writing, and you’re not a member of this club, you 

owe it to yourself to join. And if you’re a member, but not 

taking advantage of the opportunity to associate with other 

writers, exchange ideas, and learn one from the other, you’re 

squandering possibilities that lay at your feet. Come to meet-

ings. Become friends with other members. Join a critique 

group. Get involved. We’re in this together. That’s the path 

to success!          ~~ Dwight Norris 

Amy Wallen Teaches, Coaches, 
Judges, and Loves In-Residency 
Programs Helping New Authors 

Two years ago, Amy be-
came a writer-in-residence 
at the New York State Writ-
ers Institute.  Which means, 
she says,  “I get to live in 
the grown-up faculty apart-
ments and I read student 
manuscripts.  This is one of 
my favorite experiences 
every year.  I fantasize 
about the next summer start-
ing at the end of the current 
summer’s residency.” 

She coaches, judges contest 
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Guest Speaker  — continued 

Showcase your latest work at the new State 
Level web site for So Cal members. Within our 
local branch the So Cal representative is Anita 
Holmes. She and Rusty LaGrange will review all 
entries to the Showcase prior to submitting. 
Please don’t submit directly to the new web site. 

With seven active branches in the Southern dis-
trict, competition is stiff, and there is no guaran-
tee that your submissions will be published.  

Take a tour of the site’s posted submissions and 
you’ll find Bob Isbill has been keeping our Branch 
name current in several categories. 

http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com   

It’s a Showcase for all active members — enjoy! 

Contact: RustyL@Hughes.net to submit and 
place Showcase in the subject title. 

It’s Showcase time!  —  Whatcha Got? 

 Candidates have been announced. But as 
an active member in good standing you, too, can 
toss your hat into the ring. There is still time to add 
your name to the election hopefuls June 14th. The 
call to ―open the floor to any new candidates‖ will 
allow you to add your name to the slate. Interested? 

 Our annual election of the Board of Directors  
will be held during our June 14th HDCWC regular 
meeting from 10-noon at the Apple Valley Branch 
Library on Dale Evans Parkway. 

 The Board consists of: President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, with Member-At-Large 
being appointed. Each Board position carries for 
one year.  

 Our Elections Committee Chair Richard 
Zone will be officiating during the election. 

 If you wish to toss your hat into the ring, 
please call Richard Zone 909-222-8812 or e-mail 
him at  RetiredZone@gmail.com for more details. 

    —Rusty LaGrange 

 

Slate offered to voters 

For  2014-15 Board election 

Spotlight Your Work 

The wife of long time member, George Gracyk, passed on 
May 23rd. Marj suffered a long illness. George's contact 
information is available on the MRMS data base. 

~~~~~ 

Jim Elstad, who moved recently to Oregon for family sup-
port in caring for his wife, lost Bonnie on May 25th, also 
after a long illness. Jim's address up there is 12505 SW 
North Dakota St. #303, Tigard, OR 97223 if you would 
care to send him a card. Jim hopes to be present at the 
HDCWC meeting in July. 

~~~~~ 

Maya Angelou born Marguerite Annie Johnson was an 
American author and poet. She published seven autobiog-
raphies, three books of essays, and several books of po-
etry, and was credited with a list of plays, movies, and 
television shows spanning more than 50 years. She re-
ceived dozens of awards and over 30 honorary doctoral 
degrees. She was a prime activist for civil rights. 

A Silent Keyboard… 

        With Our Sympathy 

entries, coaches authors, and writes. She is turning 
her best seller — MoonPies and Movie Stars — into 
a screenplay. She also teaches the novel writing 
courses at UC San Diego Extension. 

What Others Say — 

"To read MoonPies and Movie Stars is to take a de-

lightful and exhilarating journey, kind of like being on 
a tour bus guided by Eudora Welty on speed. And 
yet, Amy Wallen never allows her characters to de-
generate into caricatures. She succeeds at keeping 
the difficult balance between humor and compas-
sion. Her characters live and breathe--we don't want 
to wear their clothes or eat their food, but we sure 
want their company." 
—Mary Gordon, author of The Stories of Mary Gordon and Pearl  

 

Wallen is writing a new book.  She thinks it may be 
about her dad’s wild life in the jungles of the Ama-
zon.  Or, it might be about a group of Hollywood has
-beens and wannabes that live in a senior center 
artist colony in Burbank, CA.  Or, it might be about a 
feisty young girl named Wendella that doesn’t let the 
stupid antics of adults get in her way.  Or maybe, 
something will surprise her.  

Find out more about Amy Wallen and ask questions 
during the Q and A session June 14th. 
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Author James Brown  

What You Missed —- 

The Return of James Brown 

With mic in hand, the booming voice of a writer who has come through 
rough streets and tougher times, recalled his early years leading up to 
his life of writing. 

His book, This River, is a memoir of dealing with himself and his sons, 
his inconsolable brother, a father who battled more with the bottle than 
anything else ...  and that alcoholic life that molded his early memories. 

His edgy style of writing, his voice and fondness for dropping a reader 
into a scene with action and conflict, is the only way he knows that the 
story will grip readers and keep them until the final showdown. 

James Brown’s Short Story Structure is simple. He lives by the alpha-
bet: A, B, C, D, E. Where A= Action, B= Background, D= Development, 
C= Climax, and E= Ending. He explains that dropping a reader into a 
scene with action and some conflict will hook them, then with a bit of 
background added to let the reader know more, just a bit more about 
the players. The character development comes next and allows the 
reader to bond with the players, then primary conflict with more devel-
opment to carry the story. Then comes the conflict or showdown as you 
work down into the ending or resolution. 

Even memoir can be created with formulas in mind. The difference be-
tween memoir and autobiography is the timeline. The autobiography is 
from birth to death, while the memoir has the focus of a slice of time.  

He’s known for ―sparse‖ writing style and cuts deliberately and often. 

“Self-doubt, torment …  

I don’t recommend becoming a 
writer.” 

―The short story market is a dying breed. We are an elite 
group. This tech stuff is overwhelming: print, ebooks, 
digital, web sites… I’m the first in my family to go to col-
lege.‖  

Growing up in San Jose, Brown studied creative writing 
at San Francisco State University  He went back to col-
lege after writing two books. It was his plan to gain his 
Bachelor’s degree in order to teach. He then attended 
the University of California, Irvine, where he received an 
Masters in Fine Arts in creative writing.  

He recommends doing good research by using journals, 
letters written in the time period, other memoirs of that 
time, to get the flavor and feel of the people who lived 
then. 

Don’t rely on your own memory. Write and journal for 
yourself, to capture those ideas now.  

―It’s safer to write about the dead than to write about the 
living.‖ 

Photos by Rusty LaGrange 
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What You Missed —- 
Volunteers pose for accolades during last general 
meeting, where Bob Isbill gave recognition to 
those who supported the Prison Outreach pro-
gram. 

Viewed below, Ann Miner, Rusty LaGrange, 
Richard Zone, Bobbi Sullivan, Steve Marin, and 
Mike Brewer. 

Jenny 
Margotta 
(above)   

and  

Ann Miner 
(right) 

Steve Marin 

Awards Abound in Outreach Programs 

Dwight Norris and Bob Isbill, Outreach and PR Director, 
handed out the end-of-year Certifications of Appreciation for 
continuing service to the Prison Outreach Program, to Steve 
Marin and the many Anonymous Critique volunteers, on behalf 
of the Federal Correctional Complex facilities in Victorville. 

Inmates had earlier assembled a folder of selected poems and 
sentiments to the  on-site volunteers who changed their outlook 
on writing and their lives. The program may return in October. 
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First, I have appointed with unanimous board ap-
proval, Bob Isbill to Chair the Conference Commit-
tee this year. Yes, we will be having a conference 
this year! It will be a quality conference at a reason-
able price. Bob will be sending out some information 
about this, so I won't steal his thunder. Keep your 
eyes and ears open! (See Page 5) 
 

Second, I have appointed with unanimous board 
approval, Richard Zone to be the Membership 
Chair. Any changes to your membership data, like 
address, email, or phone number, or changes to 
your status as a member, like getting published (self 
or traditional) that will move you from ―associate 
member‖ to ―active,‖ should be given to Richard. 
You can email him at retiredzone@gmail.com. 
 

Third, we are going to have a Testimonial Page on 
our club website. If you would like to make a state-
ment as to how the HDCWC has helped you to de-
velop as a writer or achieve a goal, please articulate 
that and send it to our webmaster, Roberta Smith, at 
cwrlsmith@verizon.net. This will help visitors to our 
website and our meetings get an idea of how mem-
bership in the club may assist them in their writing 
aspirations.  

Also, if you have published an article or book, write 
up something about that and Roberta will be happy 
to post it on our website. It inspires and helps every-
one when we let others know of our success. 

News You Can Use 

Call for ―Articles of interest to writers‖ to be submit-
ted to The Inkslinger. We do not pay for articles, but 
your fellow writers eat up news and information like 
wasps on a picnic plate. 

Write an Article Worthy of Writers 

Write a Testimonial for our Web Site 

After Hours Writers’ Salons 

Are you intrigued with the idea of sharing thoughts 
on writing, authorship trials and tribulations, brag-
ging rights, and other subjects? Consider taking 
Amy Wallen’s lead and organizing a salon in your 
neighborhood. It can be in a home, a favorite hang-
out, or a commercial meeting room. 

Only in Spring  
   By  

Sara Metcalf Leach  

 

 

 

Mother is beating the rugs.   

Grandmother is stretching her curtains onto the 
frame to dry.   

Dad just now took the last bucket of cinders out to 
the alley to spread into the ruts.   

Only in Spring.  

 

Babies arrive and saviors revive.   

The leaves have made ready compost for the gar-
den. 

I hear the birds singing as I ponder a poem by Tho-
mas Nashe.  

 

And I?  I am singing something ancient and new. 

Our new position of Social Media Director will be filled 
by Molly Jo Realy. She will keep our Facebook pages 
active, share news through Twitter and other feeds, 
while keeping HD CWC ranking higher  on the search 
engines. New writers have found us through these 
channels so it’s time we enhance our reach. 

~~~~~ 

Our friendly greeter, Diane Neil, will be retiring from 
that position. She claims that she’s ―80 and deserves 
to take a break.‖ She will continue to be our Ambassa-
dor and mail out cards and letters as needed. The 
Board is considering a new greeter or possibly a rota-
tion of greeters. Are you interested? 

~~~~~ 

Continued thanks go to Sally and Rita who share the 
joy of creative displays for our refreshments table. 

Friendly Faces 

mailto:retiredzone@gmail.com
mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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K eeping with the tradition of HDCWC’s pre-
vious three conferences, the upcoming event 
scheduled for Saturday, November 1, 2014 will 
continue to be an effort to bring top quality 
guest speakers to the High Desert Area at an 
affordable price for people attending this signifi-
cant happening. 

Conferences are also the main fundraiser for 
our High Desert Branch. All have been critically 
and financially successful, and have been the 
source of our club’s ability to bankroll outreach 
programs and pay for important programs 
throughout the years. 

We don’t do car washes; we don’t do bake 
sales; we don’t do pancake breakfasts, and we 
don’t ask our members to peddle raffle tickets 
or sell magazines. 

We do ask, however, that you, as a developing 
writer, seriously think about expanding your 
knowledge of your craft by supporting and at-
tending our quality conferences.  Our volun-
teers who put this together work hard to make it 
the best effort they can give. No one is paid to 
do this. It’s just another benefit of belonging to 
one of the very best Branches in the California 
Writers Club. 

Last year, Christopher Vogler was in Paris, so 
he had to decline our invitation to speak. This 
year, we got very, very lucky, and he is booked 
as one of our keynote speakers. He is THE ex-
pert in applying mythology to creative storytel-
ling. Although he is a film executive and con-
sultant, he is basically a literary expert on 
STORY, whether that be a novel or a movie. 

Christopher Vogler is a Hollywood development 
executive best known for his guide for screenwrit-
ers and novelists — The Writer's Journey: Mythic 
Structure For Writers. Vogler has worked for Dis-
ney studios, Fox 2000 Pictures, and Warner 
Bros. in the development department. He has 
also taught in the USC School of Cinema-
Television, Division of Animation and Digital Arts 
as well as at UCLA extension.  

He is President of the company Storytech Literary 
Consulting. It was founded in 1999 and its Vice 
President, Brad Schreiber, consults on scripts 
and books, utilizing Vogler's approach. Vogler 
studied filmmaking at the USC School of Cinema-
Television, the alma mater of George Lucas. As 
with Lucas, Vogler was inspired by the writings of 
mythologist Joseph Campbell, particularly The 
Hero with a Thousand Faces.  

Vogler used Campbell's work to create the now-
legendary 7-page company memo for Hollywood 
screenwriters, ―A Practical Guide to The Hero 
with a Thousand Faces.‖ Vogler later developed 
his memo into the late 1990s book, The Writer's 
Journey: Mythic Structure For Writers (ISBN 978-
1-932907-36-0).  

Today, Christopher Vogler continues to 
teach his techniques all over the world 
in leading Master Classes.  

Please secure your reservation as 
soon as possible. Vogler, alone, is well 
worth twice the price of your early-bird 
investment of $35. 

And there will be other speakers as 
well. Don’t delay. 

PayPal is available at our Branch’s 
web site:  www.hdcwc.com 

~~  Bob Isbill,  

HDCWC Programs/Publicity 

PLANNING FOR HOWL AT THE MOON 2014 

“Howl at the Moon”  
Writers’ Conference 2014 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Christopher Vogler 

Mythology of Story 

 Three or more crows are referred to as 
a murder of crows. 

Two or less is just attempted murder. 
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Due to the exceptional growth that our Branch ex-
perienced between January 2009 and March of 
2011, the Branch revitalization has long been a sub-
ject of curiosity with the other 18 Branches in the 
CWC. In September of 2013, Bob Isbill, Central 
Board Representative for the HD CWC, was asked to 
speak to the attendees of the NorCal Leadership 
Conference for Saturday, May 3, 2014, and let them 
know how this was done. 

The NorCal Group, chaired by Joyce Krieg, CWC 
State Secretary, held their ―Success by Sharing‖ 
Leadership Event at the DeVry University in the city 
of Fremont, which was also coordinated by Joyce. 
Bob Isbill was Keynote Speaker at the workshop with 
a talk entitled: ―How We Turned Around Our Branch." 
Bob spoke, accompanied and assisted by his grand-
son, Kevin Morse, who ran the PowerPoint presenta-
tion. Approximately 60 CWC members of the North-
ern California Division attended the all-day confer-
ence/workshop and, according to emails following 
the event, was a huge success for the NorCal Group.  

Branch introductions opened the day, followed by the 
Keynote Speech. A ―working lunch‖ with separate 
discussion tables on various topics such as talking 
about differing meeting formats that branches had, 
and Peer-to-Peer segments where presidents met 
with presidents; treasurers met with treasurers; sec-
retaries met with secretaries, and so forth. Each type 
of officer would share what problems and insights 
they encountered in their respective duties.  

Track Sessions were in the afternoon with these top-
ics: ―Leading the 
Lead-
ers‖ (motivating vol-
unteers); 
―Generation 
Text‖ (attracting 
younger members), 
and ―Herding 
Cats‖ (leading crea-
tive types.) Final 
reports were given 
by each branch at-
tending, telling the 
group what one 
good idea they took 
away from the con-
ference, and what 
they are going to do 
by way of ―taking it 
home.‖  

 

Huge Kudos go to Joyce Krieg, Central Coast 
Branch, for developing this conference and putting it 
all together. 

When each Branch was creatively introducing itself, 
Bob Isbill, taking on the "spur of the moment" chal-
lenge, wrote and delivered the following limerick: 

High Desert was once all but sinking 

Some Board members even turned to strong 
drinking. 

We’d look at Clubs up the coast 

And know we were toast, 

But now champagne glasses are clinking! 

 

  ~~ news compiled by Bob Isbill 

Joyce Krieg, CWC 
State Secretary 

NorCal Features High Desert Branch in Leadership Conference  

Bob Isbill at podium 

Easy Online Membership Renewal 
Renewal of your membership will be due July 1, 2014, but there’s no need to wait  

with the easy capability of just going online and using PayPal.  

Just visit:   http://www.hdcwc.com/membership-renewal.html 
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Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

On June 11, 2014, Apple Valley, California’s Acad-
emy for Academic Excellence High School stu-
dents will do something that no graduating class in 
California, and possibly even the nation, has ever 
done before. 

The students will read excerpts from an anthology 
of the memoir stories of High Desert senior citizens 
that the students authored as part of an exclusive 
program created and facilitated by the local branch 
of the 103-year old California Writers Club. 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers 
Club created an experimental educational program 
for the students at the Academy for Academic Ex-
cellence in Apple Valley in order to have the young 
people preserve the stories of their elders so that 
those stories would not vanish.  

The HD CWC named the program the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project in honor of the late enthusi-
ast who inspired and encouraged the idea. 
Each of the students paired with a senior citizen 
who lives in the High Desert that the project dubs 
―Memoir Stars‖. During a five-month program of 
two hours per month from August through Decem-
ber 2013, the Branch members taught a curriculum 
of memoir writing in the classroom at 
the Academy.  Between August of 2013 and March 
of 2014, these students wrote a 3,000 to 4,000 
word memoir story for their ―Memoir Star‖, and then 
submitted it to the HD CWC for review and critique. 
The students had an opportunity to rewrite their 
stories, and re-submitted them to the HD CWC for 
publication.  

At intervals in the program, two published memoir 
authors: James Brown (The Los Angeles Diaries 
and This River)  and S. Kay Murphy (Tainted Leg-
acy and The Dogs Who Saved Me) participated as 
guest speakers to encourage the students and en-
hance their knowledge of memoir techniques.  
All students received a grade from the Academy for 
Academic Excellence for this activity, and the sto-
ries were published in an anthology sponsored by 
the HD CWC. The contact/partner and coordinator 
at the Academy for Academic Excellence was 
Charlotte Wilmeth-Street. 

The Branch's goal was to publish an anthology of 
the best of these students’ stories to (1) memorial-
ize the lives of those senior citizens and  

(2) educate the students in the craft of writing while 
giving them the opportunity to publish their work. The 
proceeds, if any, will go to the HD CWC to help with 
the sustainability of this program.  

The members of the HD CWC provided all the labor 
on a volunteer basis. Labor provided by the member-
ship of the HD CWC was estimated at over 
$11,000.  The total amount budgeted for this, includ-
ing in-kind donations by the AAE and labor done by 
the HD CWC is $15,487.  Both the Southern Califor-
nia division and the Central Board of the California 
Writers Club plus private donors supported the effort 
with funding to help the High Desert Branch. The re-
maining expenses were covered by the HD CWC. 
Three independent judges selected the top submis-
sions, and scholarships of $300, $200, $100 and $50 
that will be given to the four student writers judged to 
have submitted the best entries.  

Honors and scholarships will be presented at the an-
nual Awards Ceremony at the Academy for Aca-
demic Excellence on June 8, 2014. 

The public readings and book sales will be at the 
Academy for Academic Excellence from 5 to 7 pm on 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014. The public is welcome. 
Seating is limited. The anthology,  Let It Be Re-
corded…  A Collection of Memoirs sells for $11.99 
plus tax, and is available at Amazon.com. 

For more information, visit www.hdcwc.com. The 
High Desert Branch plans to post the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project’s details on their web site for 
those wanting to replicate the project.  

---Bob Isbill, HD CWC Publicity 

Last Phase of Project Wraps Up — 

Anthology in Print, Scholarships Given,  

Seniors Applauded, Memories for a Lifetime 

   

The Inkslinger is always available on our 
www.hdcwc.com Newsletter Page, includ-
ing archived back issues. If you missed a 
copy or just want to check on the HDCWC 
past history, we've made it easy for you! 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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Winnie Rueff, (at right) herself an author of her memoir, Call-
ing Nurse Mearns, is one of the ―Memoir Stars‖ whose story 
written by an AAE student appears in the HDCWC anthol-
ogy. Rueff’s dream was to graduate nursing school and join 
the WWII Navy Nurse Corps, but the war ended before she 
could fulfill her dream. 

Photo by Anthony J Enriquez 

 

Mary Langer Thompson, (below) California Senior Poet Lau-
reate of 2013, and club coordinator for the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project, teaches memoir writing at the Acad-
emy for Academic Excellence in the High Desert Branch 
CWC educational program that resulted in the recently pub-
lished anthology, Let It Be Recorded… A Collection of Mem-
oirs.                                        Photo courtesy Michael P. Raff  

Holly LaPat (aka Sierra Donovan, 
above) author of Love on the Air and Meg’s 
Confession,  presents ―The Craft of Writing.‖                  
Photo by Michael P. Raff 

Dwight Norris, at front of classroom, is author of  The 
Gentleman Host, My Name is Inferno, and Johnny 
McCarthy, Son of a Coal Miner, and president of the HD 
CWC.  Charlotte Wilmeth-Street, vice-principal, and 
AAE coordinator of the program, is shown at corner 
desk. 

Photo by Anthony J Enriquez 

Behind the Scenes of DCB Memoir Project 

Recently printed book-
marks are available to 
help promote the project 

AAE 
Students 
in the 
project. 
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Continued from Page 4 

Did You Read It? — The CWC Bulletin Needs Your Feedback 
By Bob Isbill, Central Board Representative 

As a member of the CWC, you recently should have received by surface mail a copy of the Spring 2014 CWC 
Bulletin, which has been revived on an experimental basis. 

The printed publication was discontinued a few years ago, and the Central Board approved a renewal of one 
issue to see how the membership liked it. Please take time to read it and consider a response. 

In approving this Spring issue, the Central Board also approved the funding of approximately $2,000 per copy 
to print, publish, and mail the Bulletin to its 1700+ members. 

The desirability of continuing to publish the Bulletin may come up for a vote at the July 20, 2014, Central 
Board Meeting. As CB Rep, I am requesting that you take a couple of minutes to respond to a survey you will 
be getting to give me some guidelines on what you would like to do on this proposal. 

Shortly after publication of The Inkslinger, you will be receiving a survey request to give input to let us know 
your feelings about the Bulletin, which is proposed to come out three or four times a year. 

Debbie Cannon Spoke to Grant Writing Hopefuls During Special Public Meeting 

What You Missed —- 

More than 50 attended the infor-
mative Grants Writing presenta-
tion by Debbie Cannon, offered 
through HD Resources Network 
at the Center in Apple Valley. 
The details of grant writing can-
not be taught in an hour, but the 
insights that future grant writers received helped 
many to decide if grants were for them or not.  

Debbie Cannon stressed that more research is in-
volved than just writing. In fact, the building blocks 
of understanding the grant requirements, following 
the guidelines to the letter, then networking with the 
funders are key factors in successful grants. 

If you are shopping for a grant writer be sure to 
avoid ones that charge fees for information. 

The early step is to know the organization’s budget. 

Without knowing the budget, the 
type of grant you need, and the 
ability to pull all necessary data 
ahead of time, you’ll be wasting a 
lot of time and missing crucial 
deadlines, she said. An average 
grant takes about 27 hours to pre-
pare. 

One network for Special Needs 
grants can be reached by dialing 
211 on your phone. 

One person asked about payment. 
Cannon replied that you can’t 
charge a commission, but you can 
receive a bonus if your grant is a 
winner. Some charge a flat rate of 
$35 -125 per hour, yet others set a 
retainers fee, which is common. 

Check for book title Grant Writing, Demystified as a 
good How-to book for beginners. 

Cannon also teaches in the Academygo.com grant 
writing school. Classes are filling now for a grants 
writing training academy in Apple Valley. CWC mem-
bers can receive a major discount in the academy 
courses. For more information, go to their web site at 
www.academygo.com and mention your membership 
with CWC for a discount. HD Community Foundation 
also allows affiliate discounts who train through 
AcademyGo. 

    (Photos by Rusty LaGrange) 

April 30th 
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RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor Notes From the Editor --- 
 

Gearing up for Summer? How about sending in a few favorite shots 
of your vacation get-away if it has anything to do with writing, sell-
ing books, or idea development for your next book. 

The annual Poetry issue has been pushed forward to the August 
issue. Not all poems are guaranteed to be printed, but our poets 
never disappoint. Please limit your individual poems to no more 
than 40 lines. Free-verse, experimental, and rhymed entries will be 
accepted. Arial 11 pt. with single spacing, please. Good Luck! 

  July’s Deadline: 23rd of June.  August’s Deadline: 23rd of July 

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.    

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

 As a parent, you may feel that you do not have the necessary skills and experi-
ence to evaluate the teachers your child has in school. Maybe you have a gut feel-
ing that something is just not right. The quality of the job a child’s teacher does in 
the classroom is much like the rudder of a huge ship. It can steer children towards 
safe landing and success in the journey of life or into the rocky shores of failure. 
Parents need to be actively involved in ensuring their children are successful in 
school and in life. 

 During his career, teaching second through eighth grades for fourteen years, and ele-
mentary schools’ administrator for ten, Robert Foster has helped students improve their aca-
demic skills and social behavior. He guided parents to become advocates for their children’s 
education and helped teachers improve their skills. 

 As a writer who teaches, Robert writes to help parents understand the realities of the 
educational bureaucracy in our public school system. It is his belief that the quality of the 
teachers a child has throughout their years in school can lead them to be a success or failure 
in life. This book is meant to create critical thinking about the many assumptions our society 
has about our public school system. 

How HD CWC helped Robert with his book: 

The Wordsmiths, a critique group of the HD CWC, gave much appreciated advice and en-
couragement while I was completing this book. HDCWC provided information and speakers 
who enriched my learning of writing skills. I wanted to let you know that my book is published 
through CreateSpace. My book is now for sale through Amazon. Thank you, Bob Foster 

Does Your Child’s Teacher 

Measure Up? 

New CWC Author’s Title 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
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Want to advertise in the July, August, September 2014 

issues of the Inkslinger?  

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                                 $80 

Submit your ad along with payment to Roberta Smith 
(cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by June 14, 2014. Provide 

them at the HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Services 


