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  JULY 2016 

Point of View 

Continued on Page 2 

Finding Inspiration in Odd Places 
THE WHITMAN MASSACRE – You Never Know Where 
Inspiration Comes From 

 

I  must tell you a story about a story to laud the art of 
storytelling and in appreciation of this particular 
piece. No one became rich and famous from this writ-

ing. It was told out of love for the people involved and out 
of respect for their sacrifices. 

A  four-year old girl named Matilda Sager began the 
long journey from Independence, Missouri to the 
Willamette Valley, Oregon. The year was 1843, and 

the trek was long and hard. Matilda traveled with her fami-
ly, her mother Naomi, and her father Henry, along with 
five siblings, with another born along the way—seven chil-
dren in all. 

B 
etween Missouri and the Rockies, all was Indian Ter-
ritory: the road was but a trail, the rivers swift, and 
the mountains steep. The pioneers mingled with vast 

herds of buffalo and wandering bands of Indians. At times 
the settlers had to fasten canoes together and set the wag-
ons on top of them to ford a river, or unyoke cattle and 
drive them down a steep mountainside and lower the wag-
ons by rope. 

O n the way to Oregon, Matilda’s father died of 
mountain fever and was buried on the banks of the 
Green River in Wyoming. Six weeks later, her 

mother died, was wrapped in a blanket, and buried along-
side the road. The journey to Oregon took seven months 
and the Sager children were cared for by Dr. and Mrs. 
Whitman, staunch Puritans from New England, whose 
rearing of children was strict, disciplined, and loving. 
Schooling was provided, as possible, several months out of 
the year. 

T hey lived happily at the Whitman settlement in the 
Willamette Valley, southern Oregon, until Novem-
ber 29, 1847, when little eight-year old Matilda wit-

nessed the massacre of her adopted family and virtually all 
white adults at the settlement. Tomahawks and guns did 

the job. She and her siblings, along with other children 
were ushered down the river with few belongings—
some even without clothing. Fear and confusion filled 
their hearts.  

S eventy-three years later, long after the fiftieth an-
niversary of the massacre, and the building of a 
monument to the memory of Dr. Whitman and his 

fellow martyrs, Matilda Sager Delaney, at the age of 
eighty-one, wrote a wonderful, articulate forty-six page 
commemoration of a most painful part of her life. The 
events were branded on her mind, and occasionally 
when someone would dispute her recollection of a detail, 
she would insist she knew exactly how it happened.  

A nd to think, I discover and read this account al-
most a hundred years after it was published, and 
nearly a hundred and seventy years after the 

events took place thanks to finding the torn and tattered 
booklet in a dusty old cardboard box in a garage. What a 
treasure! Do you have a story you need to memorialize?       

~~  Dwight Norris 

Book publicist Paula Margulies is the 
owner of Paula Margulies Communica-
tions, a public relations firm for authors 
and artists. In addition to being a publi-
cist, she became an award-winning au-
thor in her mid-forties, something that 
she would never have believed she’d be 
doing when she was younger. Her written 
work includes the nonfiction book, The 
Tao of Book Publicity: A Beginner’s 
Guide to Book Promotion, her debut nov-
el, Coyote Heart, a short story collection,  

Publicist Margulies to Speak Saturday 
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The Bulletin Ad Deadline 

Deadline for advertising submissions for the August 

issue is Friday, July 29, 2016. Capacity for advertising 

will be determined by the Editor-in-Chief. In case we 

receive more ads than can be accommodated, submit-

ters will be notified of their option to reserve space in 

the next issue.    

Check or money order made payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads  must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin  

Marketing Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB-281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Continued from Page 1 

 2016 Election Vote Approved 

The HDCWC Election of Officers were announced 
during the last regular meeting.  

President Dwight Norris 

Vice President Michael Raff 

Secretary Naomi Ward 

Treasurer Jenny Margotta 

 

If you think you 
can do a thing … 
or think you 
can't do a thing, 
you're right.  

—  Henry Ford 

Face Value: Collected Stories, and a historical 
novel, Favorite Daughter, Part One. Margulies is 
a contributor to Author Magazine, the San Diego 
Examiner, The Writers 
Edge (http://
writersedgein-
fo.blogspot.com), and The 
Feisty Writer, and has been 
awarded artist residencies 
at Caldera, Red Cinder Art-
ist Colony, the Vermont 
Studio Center, and Cen-
trum. Margulies resides in 
San Diego, California. For 
more information, please 
visit 
www.paulamargulies.com. Paula Margulies 

http://writersedgeinfo.blogspot.com
http://writersedgeinfo.blogspot.com
http://writersedgeinfo.blogspot.com
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What You Missed 
Story notes and photos by Angie Horn 

Guest speaker Ann Cleeland shared her valua-
ble writing knowledge and expertise at our June 
meeting. Her writing style may not be what you 
look for, but as a seasoned author, she has a for-
mula that works which keeps readers wanting 
more. She presented tips and examples to keep 
your writing tight and focused, including these: 

1) Hint to a series of odd happenings that will 
eventually express the story arch. Ordinary heroine 
is minding her own business. All the Sarahs (the 
bumbling waitress) in the phone book are getting 
murdered and she is next. Bewildered sequence of 
events. Anne offers mystery treasure hunts in each 
book. 

2) Next question after you figure out what the 
setup is, find out who she is or who he is. 

3) Is your book plot driven or character driven? 

4) Most Romantic suspense novels have mem-
orable characters.  

5) Try to avoid clichés. 

6) Are the romantic lead characters oppo-
nents? Like Hunger Games - opponents. Is the 
romance forbidden?  

7) Is the protagonist someone unexpected? 
Consider Margaret Mitchell novels. 

8) Everyone loves the bookworm in danger.  

9) Do they have a past? That helps. If they're 
getting together again, that makes it easier. 

10) Consider giving the protagonist a particu-
lar talent. 

11) Popular combo is warrior/rogue meets 
proper miss. Don’t always go for the easy  combo. 

12) Be sure to map out who the villain is before 
you start writing. Hero and villain must interact in a 
believable way.  Just make it plausible that it's go-
ing to work. 

“Now that we have the setup,” says Anne Cleeland, 
“putting it all together is pacing.“ She explains that 
the people have to move, go somewhere. They 
have to do something. Don't explain too much. Lim-
it descriptions. Don't explain the setup. Don't give 
the protagonist's back story. Show - don't tell.  A 

“Everything should be relevant.  

I rarely explain anything." 

Photos by Angie Horn 

continued next page 
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continued from page 3 third of the way through some big 
setback has to happen - also two-
thirds of the way through. “My 
books are usually 300 pages 
long, and I know that something 
has to happen at page 100 and 
200,” Anne says. 

Look at your first drafts and ask 
yourself “Have I described too 
much or explained too much?” 

Point of View  (POV)- putting it 
altogether: Most people do “head 
hopping” because you want the 
reader to know something that the 
character doesn't know. Stick to a 
POV. Do you want the reader to 
know who the villain is? 

Define your conflicts. There has to 
be a dark story, a storm in the 
castle... 

This list of key points is not ex-
haustive. Anne presented much 
more information, but this gives 
you an idea of the helpful sugges-
tions that keep her storyline on 
track. 

And as the photos show, Anne's 
book giveaway resulted in the 
longest lineup ever at our High 
Desert branch meetings.   

Photo by Bob Isbill 

Photos by Angie Horn 
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Planning a  

Writers’ Salon in Your 
Home or  

Local Café?  
Let Loralie Kay help you.  

She’s our  Salons  

Coordinator with some great ideas. 
Email her at   

LoralieKay@aol.com 

Check Here for the Latest Salon Dates, events 

& Book Signings   

 

Check with Hesperia’s web site for the latest news about their annual weekend at the Hesperia 
Lakes venue Sept. 17 & 18. Always a large turnout, shady booth zones, potential buyers who 
look for local talent, book signing available if you man a booth with HDCWC or rent your own 
booth. Great fun and an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors! 

If you self-publish, be sure to have plenty on hand to sell. 

HDCWC will promote anthologies and author titles if you wish us to display them. Contact Bob 
Isbill for booth rates per “unattended author.” 

 Will You Have an Author’s Booth at  Hesperia Days at the Lake ? 

Mark Your Dates  

On Our New  

HDCWC Calendar 
We now have an online calendar of 
HDCWC related Events! Book sign-
ing? Salon? Workshop? Post the 
dates in advance. Contact Web-
master Roberta Smith to enter your 
events.  

 Check it out! 
Keep Up With What's Going On at 

the HDCWC 
http://www.hdcwc.com/
calendar.html  

CWC members will soon be receiving the exciting 2016 edition of 
the CWC Literary Review, an anthology published yearly contain-
ing stories, essays, and poetry written by Club members. This is 
the fifth Review, produced by CWC volunteers and published by 
the Central Board, providing an opportunity for member-authors 
this year to be read by well over two-thousand pairs of eyes.  

The submission window for the 
2017 issue will open on September 
1 this year and submissions will be 
accepted through November 30. 
Guidelines will appear on the club’s 
website, www.calwriters.org.  Mem-
bers may submit two items for this 
issue, the submission fee, one or 
two items, is $10. Look for submis-
sion details on the website prior to 
window opening. Those producing 
the Review encourage all members 
to submit. 

Coming: the 2016 CWC Literary Review;  

Watch Your Mailboxes After July 8th 

 
Volunteers Needed for the next Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Pro-
ject. Can you help as a mentor, reader, proofer, or editor? Con-
tact Mary Langer Thompson for current Year 2017 openings. 

mh_thompson@hotmail.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
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continued on page 10 

Photos of the “Strawberry moon,” the June moon — that the full moon occurred on the 
actual Summer Solstice, and it was actually in the sky for all the night-hours — doesn't 
always happen. The last time a full moon occurred on the actual Summer Solstice was 
50 years ago. 

It got its name because the Algonquin Indians knew it as a signal to gather ripening fruit. 
It occurred on Monday, June 20th. 

~~  contributed with photos by Bob Isbill 

 John Paul mourning dove was sitting atop a garden shed.  John Paul arched his back, neck, 
chest and wings to give a good stretch.  As he did so his back and his wings flowed together as one 
looking much like a cape of royalty while his auburn tail feath-
ers gave rise to the impression of a long majestic train.   

His beak pecked amongst the seeds before him.  He 
smiled with satisfaction knowing these were the best tasting 
seeds he had ever tasted. John Paul continued to eat with 
relish.  Then, as he leaned forward to peck at another morsel 
his eyes started to close ever so delicately until his eyes 
closed…forever.  

Time passed.  How long had John Paul been in this 
serene Zen-like pose? When looking at him he gave the im-
pression of one in pious prayer.  There was  no movement, 
but there was. What gave movement was the gentle spring 
breeze that danced around him, twirled around him, fluffing at his feathers. 

As the heavens changed places his body became rigid and lithe and though his body chemis-
try kept changing, the aura of his being remained intact.  No ants, no maggots, no desecration violat-
ed his body.   Many days later his family worried for him wondering why he had not come home.  It 
wasn’t uncommon for him to stay out but this time, they felt uneasy. John Paul loved his family with 
all his heart; he also loved the freedom and independence his wings gave him.  He loved to soar 
even for a short distance.  He loved to soar if only to a branch of a tree. If he could, he would have 
soared with eagles he told everyone, but John Paul was sick.       

John Paul, mourning dove                                                        
by fumi-tome ohta 
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“Experiences are meaning-
less until we turn them into 
stories.” 

— Unknown 

 

“You are the author of your own life.” 

HDCWC's screenwriters met for our monthly Reel Writers Workshop on June 27th, 2016. 
This three-hour class focused on how to develop powerful personalities in our writing. An in-
depth analysis of Character included topics such as: categories of characters in a screen-
play, scripts that are character-driven versus plot-driven, soul as the essence of character, 
good guys versus villains, how to convey a character's thoughts and emotions in a visual 
medium, creating audience empathy, the Character Arc, goals and motivation, and creating 
a Character Biography.  

We also learned how to write a four-page Treatment (i.e. a synopsis) of our story outline. 
Since February, our workshop has covered screenplay layout, formatting, and terminology; 
the three-act structure; an analysis 
of Story; the importance of theme 
and dénouement; and the function 
of dialog. We also learned how to 
write a four-page Treatment (i.e. a 
synopsis) of our story outline.  

There is a lot more to cover. 
This writing-intensive workshop 
series is scheduled to continue 
until Spring 2017. Future classes 
will include step-by-step writing 
and rewriting of students' individu-
al screenplays, how to write log-
lines and query letters, keeping 
tabs on the industry, copyright-
ing scripts, entering contests, to 
name just a few topics. 

Hosted by Mary Ruth in her home in Apple Valley, members in the photo are (left to right): Joan Rudder-
Ward, Anna Carey, Larry Johnson, Mary DeSantis, Donna Sandoval, Pauline Vergara, and Tina Newell. Not 
pictured: Barb Schneir. All are HDCWC members.   

Screenwriting Focus Group Now in Its 6th Month; 

  Intensive Workshop Plans Stretch to 2017 
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High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official monthly publication for members of California Writers Club — High Desert 
branch, a registered non-profit corporation. All material is copyrighted ©2016 by California Writers 
Club and may not be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed under individual bylines do 
not necessarily represent an official position of, or endorsement by, High Desert members or California 
Writers Club. The Inkslinger  is published monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430, PM Box 281, 
Apple Valley, CA 92307. Web page www.HDCWC.com 

 

GOING IN STYLE 
by Diane Neil 

 

  

My granddaughter and her husband roared down on their Harley to visit us over the Memorial Day 
weekend.  Months of planning and anticipation had preceded their visit, and because my husband's 81st 
birthday fell on that Saturday, Kimberlee generously offered to bring all the groceries, cook meals, and take 
us out so we wouldn't have to do anything.  Of course, we put the kibosh on that offer and launched into our 
own preparations.  We laid in enough groceries for a week's visit, cleaned every nook and cranny, scrubbed 
and scoured and dusted and vacuumed and stepped back to admire our handiwork. 

     Craig and Kimberlee both have busy careers and rarely get enough time to indulge in their favorite 
mode of travel, and we were touched that they chose to spend the holiday with us.  Of course, as with our 
other grandchildren, there was the unspoken thought that each time they see us could be the last time. 

     I think we surprised them.  Even though we've both had our share of injuries and health problems, 
we're doing pretty well for a couple of old duffers.  We held up nicely over the busy weekend, and we even 
amazed ourselves that we were able to spend five hours at the county fair on Saturday, walking around look-
ing at all the exhibits and animals, even riding on the Ferris Wheel.  Although the next day, when Craig and 
Kimberlee rode their Harley up to Bear Mountain, we took advantage of their absence to rest up and take a 
long nap.  We did greet them with a nice dinner when they came roaring down from the mountain, and we all 
stayed up long into the evening confiding about various family problems.  We are flattered that they sought 
our counsel.  In turn, they did their best to impart their cellphone expertise to us old people still fumbling with 
ours. 

     On Monday morning, we all were up at the crack of dawn and went to Molly's for breakfast.  Many 
people had the same idea, but we arrived before most of the crowd.  We were proud to share a booth with 
our biker grandkids, and when we were saying goodbye in the parking lot, their flashy Harley drew admiring 
glances.  As they rounded the corner to the main highway, we waved them out of sight.  They plan to visit 
again next year to do all the things we didn't get the chance to do this weekend. 

     Sigh.  Perhaps we were all thinking 'if there is a next time.'  One never knows, and a lot can happen in 
a year.  To anyone.  But we'll see them in less than a year.  In two months we're expecting a baby grand-
daughter to arrive, and we'll be heading up to the Bay Area, near where Craig and Kimberlee live.  We'll be 
sure to visit them for a brief afternoon. I'm sure they'll check on our cellphone progress. 

     Of course, we won't be riding up on a Harley.   

We'll take our old duffer's car, and we'll take two days to 
make the trip.  But I've changed my outlook a bit about my 
mode of travel for the last conveyance from this earth.  I'll 
settle for nothing less that to be driven to heaven by an 
angel who looks like Queen Latifah coming to chauffer me 
there in a Lamborghini. 

 

End 
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unoccupied — waiting in a line or riding 
public transit, for example — pull it out 
and start reading. It will amaze you 
how much you can read during times 
like these. 

4. Track your read-
ing. I don’t have a 
terrific memory 
(and, trust me, it’s 
become worse as 
I’ve aged) so I’ve 
always kept a book 
journal. In it, I 
note: 

o the name of 
the book, 
the author, the year the book 
was first published 

o the first sentence or two (I just 
transcribe them word for word – 
this quickly conveys the style of 
the author) 

o my feelings about the book in a 
sentence or two 

o the date I finished reading it. 
(Now that I list it on my comput-
er it takes me only a couple of 
minutes. It’s also delightfully self
-reinforcing — the more I read, 
the more I want to read.) 

5. Remember that holidays offer an 
excellent time to “catch up.” Truth be 
told, I almost never read a book a 
week. But when I’m on holiday I fre-
quently read five (or more) books a 
week. I also pay extra attention to the 
books I take away with me on holiday, 
ensuring I have a good selection of ti-
tles that I’m likely to love. 

Reading is the best hobby there is. It’s 
inexpensive (particularly if you make good 
use of your local library), it reduces stress, 
it’s fun, and it improves our analytical think-
ing. Best of all, it helps make us better writ-
ers.  

If you want to be a writer, you need to be 
a reader, first.  

— From Daphne Gray-Grant, blogger, writer, and-
www.publicationcoach.com 

How to Read More Books 
After I published last week's blog post about 
the books I’ve read so far this year, 
emails started flooding my inbox. “How do 
you possibly read so much?” people won-
dered. “Where on earth do you find the 
time?” 

While my semi-annual “books” column is 
always one of my most popular, this was the 
first time so many people had expressed in-
terest in the “how” of my reading. 

Glibly, I could say that I manage it because 
my standards of housework are exceed-
ingly low. But I know that won’t help you 
very much, so let me be more specific. We all 
have limited time on this earth. Here’s how to 
fit more reading into your schedule, no mat-
ter how busy: 

1. Choose your material carefully. 
Don’t regard reading as a vegetable 
that you have to choke down because 
it’s good for you. Make it cheesecake 
by focusing on books that you LOVE. If 
this limits you to Harlequin Romance, 
so be it. Once the habit is established, 
you can stretch yourself to other gen-
res but get the habit nailed first. I love 
books that get me so engaged I feel as 
though I’m watching a movie or, bet-
ter, as though I’m a fly on the wall in 
someone else’s really interesting life. I 
fear that when I close the covers I’m 
going to miss something. This is what 
brings me back to reading. 

2. Give yourself a daily goal. When I 
get a book I usually check the number 
of pages and then divide it by seven to 
see how many pages I need to read 
per day to finish it in a week. Of 
course, it’s a “soft” goal — not a court 
order — and life frequently intervenes.  

3. Make reading your default posi-
tion. We all eat several meals a day, 
brush our teeth and get six to nine 
hours of sleep. Some of us even man-
age to work in regular exercise. Put 
reading in these same categories! 
Make reading something you do with-
out thinking about it. Always carry a 
book with you (this is especially easy if 
you have an electronic reader like a 
Kindle or Kobo) and whenever you’re 
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 How Can a Writer  

Make Money Blogging? 

A blogger’s column  
by Angie Horn 

Happy Blogging ~~ Angie     
Angie Horn is a blogging coach and author. 

Contact her at hdblogging@gmail.com. 

How Often Should You Blog? 

Beginning bloggers, intending to use their blog as a 
part of a business marketing strategy, have a few 
options. The intension is to capture and keep atten-
tion while promoting a service or product. To keep 
attention, and share tips with prospective clients, 
there are many opportunities. Each promotes a 
blogging schedule: 

1) blog every day 

2) blog multiple times per day 

3) blog a few times weekly 

4) blog once weekly 

5) blog once monthly 

First, determine whether 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 fits you best. 
Truthfully, the every day option will make your mar-
keting funnel productive, quicker than the other 
three.  

Remember High Desert CWC's speaker, Bill Be-
lew? Statistics show that "92% of the companies 
that blog multiple times a day have acquired cus-
tomers through their blog" (http://billbelew.com/
blog/how-often-do-i-need-to-blog-to-be-
successful/). Bill's advice is blog at least daily to 
have a successful blog. 

Darren Rowse with problogger.net (http://
www.problogger.net/archives/2008/06/11/what-is-
the-ideal-post-frequency-for-a-blog/) blogs two to 
three times a day.  

Belew and Rowse are successful and have estab-
lished blogs. Once your blog is established, you 
may find it unnecessary to post every day.  

 
But what if you don't have the time to write good 
content multiple times a day or once a day? Then 
blog a lengthy post once weekly. If that's absolutely 
impossible for you, try publishing at least a 1,000 to 
2,000 word article per month.  

These are suggestions, and only you can determine 
how often you are able to blog.  

If you are limited on time, consider joining a blog 
network so that generating traffic won't be a priority. 
Or you can start a blog and hire a professional to do 
your blogging for you (check with members of your 
writers club for available bloggers). This strategy 
gives you more time and fulfills the blogging expo-
sure your business will need. 

Also consider that hiring a blogger will be part of 
your working expenses as your business grows. 
 
Now go do the blogging thing!  

John Paul's family found him atop a gar-
den shed looking peacefully at rest.  Thinking 
John Paul to be asleep his family called out to 
him. “Son,” his father called. “John-Paul, honey,” 
whispered his mother. “John-Paul,” called his sis-
ter. After attempts to arouse John Paul, his little 
sister grew concerned.  “John-Paul. What’s the 
matter?”  She looked at him then grew afraid. She 
did not understand.  She turned to her father and 
asked, "Daddy, why doesn't John Paul wake up?"     

It was when the golden hew of the setting 
sun illuminated John-Paul’s entire being that her 
father understood. He could not speak at first then 
through the tightness in his throat and moisture 
lining his eyes, he said, "John-Paul was sick, hon-
ey.  He's now soaring with eagles high above the 
treetops, high above the clouds.  John Paul is now 
everywhere.  He's in the wind, in the warmth of the 
sun, in the rain and in the mist of the mornings." 

They stayed with John Paul until just be-
fore the sun set in the horizon.  They knew John 
Paul had been sick and seeing him poised as he 
was in a serene and peaceful manner, his family 
took comfort in the visual image before them.  
Then just before they took flight the leaves rustled 
giving way to a burst of brilliant sunlight followed 
by a gentle whoosh from the wind so unlike 
they've ever felt before.  They looked around try-
ing to understand this quirk of nature.  When they 
looked to each other, it was then that they knew it 
was John Paul's way of saying goodbye and he 
was okay.  The leaves rustled again leaving a Zen
-like ambiance of serenity and peace. A fitting trib-
ute to courageous, vibrant, John Paul mourning 
dove.  

Mourning Dove continued from page 6 

http://billbelew.com/blog/how-often-do-i-need-to-blog-to-be-successful/
http://billbelew.com/blog/how-often-do-i-need-to-blog-to-be-successful/
http://billbelew.com/blog/how-often-do-i-need-to-blog-to-be-successful/
http://problogger.net
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2008/06/11/what-is-the-ideal-post-frequency-for-a-blog/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2008/06/11/what-is-the-ideal-post-frequency-for-a-blog/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2008/06/11/what-is-the-ideal-post-frequency-for-a-blog/
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Author’s Accolade 

 
Poem for Devyn — Sweet 16 

— John Garner 

Jenny Margotta’s 
new book, Retribu-
tion, is a fantasy ad-
venture set in early 
medieval Europe. It 
is available on Ama-
zon.com for 
$7.75.  The gripping 
conclusion, Resolu-
tion, is scheduled for 
publication in      
December of 2016.   

She is also the co-
author of the unique 
cookbook, Some 
Like It Hot! The cul-
inary adventures of 
One Hot Momma 
and One Cool Dude, 
available direct from 
the author.  

Was there a specific moment when you realized that you wanted to be a 
writer? If so, would you please describe it for us? 
By the time I was in 4th grade, I was reading on an adult level, and one of the first 
adult-level books I read was The Day Must Dawn by Agnes Sligh Turnbull. It was set 
in the late 1700s in a frontier town near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and I was captivated. I 
decided to write my own “diary” about a young girl captured by the Indians. Not only 
did I write the story, but I took some of my mom’s good stationery, soaked it in tea and 
dried it in the sun, bound the paper in a cloth covering, and hand wrote the story on it. I 
still have that “diary” in my Things to Keep box. 
There was a line in the novel about the sun shining through the overcast sky like a pew-
ter plate and I knew, right then, that I wanted to write things like that, use words in un-
usual or memorable ways to capture the attention of readers ... 

You can read the in-depth interview online where Jenny is featured author at   

www.heardnotherd.com/artists-to-watch/interview-with-author-jenny-margotta 

What inspired the plot of your most recent novel? 
I can’t actually take credit for the plot of Retribution. It was conceived the very fertile 
mind of my late husband, John, and was a project we worked on together before he 
passed away in 2012. The manuscript sat untouched for several years because I just 
couldn’t face finishing it on my own, but friends finally convinced me to rewrite or 
delete the scenes that just didn’t work, add new material, and fix all the anachronisms 
and other mechanical/technical issues. 

Retribution, Jenny’s newest 

First Novel gets fea-
tured treatment online 
for Jenny Margotta 
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News You Can Use 

       The High Desert branch of the California Writers 
Club is once again organizing a Dorothy C. Blakely 
memoir project in cooperation with the Academy for 
Academic Excellence in Apple Valley, partnering with 
the school as in 2014 and 2015. The purpose of the 
project is to capture stories of the elderly written by 
the young, interconnecting generations, and creating 
published anthologies of these memoirs. 
       President Dwight Norris, Vice President Michael 
Raff, Marketing Director Bob Isbill and 2017 Project 
Director Mary Langer Thompson recently met with 
AAE coordinator, Charlotte Wilmeth-Street, in devel-
oping the latest project and will soon be meeting with 
potential volunteers to organize the 2017 school year 
commitment. 
       The High Desert CWC branch, becoming known 
as the friend of education, has had two successful 
runs of the DCB memoir project culminating in two 
different anthologies produced with stories from sen-
ior citizens who otherwise may never have had their 
stories told. The project resulted in the senior stu-
dents participating successfully becoming published 
authors upon graduation. The project supplemented 
the rewarding experience with scholarship awards 
funded primarily by the California Writers Club Cen-
tral Board with donations of $1000 each year of 2014 
and 2015. Scholarships of $300, $200, $100, and $50 
were presented to the students on awards day at 
year's end. 
       The projects, originating in 
memory of Bob Isbill’s sister, 
Dorothy C. Blakely, consisted of 
over 100 volunteers in the club 
and the community, and each 
project represented approxi-
mately $1900 of in-kind dona-
tions and volunteer time sup-
plied by the HDCWC members. 
The students created the titles 
for both books which are availa-
ble online at Amazon.com or 
Barnes & Noble and other 
bookstores. They are "Let It Be 
Recorded... A collection of 
memoirs" and "All Our Yester-
days" — both edited by HDCWC 
Treasurer Jenny Margotta, and 
published using CreateSpace  

Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project Slated 2017 School Year 

with Roberta L. Smith. 
       The projects have been widely publicized both 
in the Daily Press, and in the Apple Valley Town 
Council meetings who twice have recognized the 
projects with commemorative plaques, calling the 
effort “a contributing factor to a better way of life in 
the town of Apple Valley.” 
       HDCWC members have spoken to the National 
Association for English Teachers in both Washing-
ton DC and Orange County, California about this 
project, and have been invited to address the Asso-
ciation for Retired Teachers in January of 2017. 
They have also made presentations at local church-
es and within the HDCWC regular membership 
meetings. 
       Funding has also been accomplished by pri-
vate donations, including CWC members. Whatever 
monies are on the plus side of the ledger are put 
into the special Dorothy C. Blakely fund and re-
tained for purposes of perpetuating future DCB 
memoir projects. 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

President Dwight Norris, Vice President Michael Raff, Marketing Director Bob 
Isbill and 2017 Project Director Mary Langer Thompson recently met with 
AAE coordinator, Charlotte Wilmeth-Street. 
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July 29th Advertising Deadline for  The Bulletin  

Make A Splash — STATE-WIDE!! 
Want to increase your visibility? Sell your service? Promote your book? Increase speaker engagements? 

Pump up your web traffic? Or just send a greeting? 

Each issue of The Bulletin — published three times a year — reaches  2,000 published and aspiring writers, 

in 21 branches throughout the state. And it’s published also on the CWC www.calwriters.org website! 

Now we are accepting writing-related advertising from businesses, CWC members, and individuals who wish 

to reach our target market at reasonable prices. Yes! PayPal is now available.    

Four tiers of ads are being offered: 

 Business card size (2” x 3.5”) ads for $35. These will appear in the index section of The Bulletin.  

 Index card size (3’ x 5”) ads for $60. To be interspersed throughout The Bulletin as appropriate. 

 5″ x7″ size ads for $90 placed at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief for layout purposes. 

All of the above can be paid for by check as described below, or by PayPal (below). 

We will make available one and one only full page vertical ad (7″ x 10″) for $200. First come, first 

served, and for that reason, arrangement for this ad must be made by check and submitted by postal mail 

and by email as described below. Advertisers whose ads are received by mail too late to qualify will be noti-

fied of their option to buy a 5×7 or smaller ad and/or their checks will be returned. 

All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received.  We reserve the right to 

decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief. 

All ads must be emailed as a jpg file to advertisingcwc@gmail.com. 

A physical copy of your ad must be enclosed with the postal mailed payment. Please include your return ad-

dress, email address, and telephone contact number. 

Deadline for advertising submissions for the next issue to be published in mid-August 2016 is Friday, July 29, 

2016 and for the Winter (mid-November) issue the deadline is Friday, October 28, 2016. Capacity for adver-

tising will be determined by the Editor-in-Chief. In case we receive more ads than can be accommodated, ad-

vertisers will be notified of the option to reserve space in the next issue. 

Space is limited, and appropriate ads will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulle-

tin will be emailed to advertisers upon publication. Please include your preferred email address along with 

your ad submission. Questions? Call Bob Isbill at (760) 221-6367. 

Checks or money orders for submitted ads must be made payable to CWC Central Treasury and mailed to: 

   HDCWC 

   The Bulletin Marketing Department 

   20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

   Apple Valley, CA 92307 
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Victor Valley Arts and Education Center 

Presents the First 

  
At the 

 

October 1, 2016: 10 a.m.–4 p.m.  

14343 Civic Drive, Victorville CA 92392 

DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR 

LOCAL HIGH DESERT WRITERS  

— CONTACT US FOR EXHIBITOR INFO — 

highdesertbookfest.org * hdbookfest@gmail.com  

[760] 900-6822 

Presentations by bestselling authors 

Our local High Desert published writers 

Barnes & Noble Mini Bookstore 

Victorville City Library 

Children’s Pavilion with visiting authors and story time 

INSIDER INFO:  

We know for a fact that High Desert CWC members will be getting sweet booth rates 

with permission to share booths with another HDCWC author! That makes it doubly sweet!! 

Don’t wait!    ReseRve a booth now 

mailto:hdbookfest@gmail.com
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Stu-
dents 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  
~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the Dor-
othy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

A Reminder for  
Advertising Opportunities  
Available in The Bulletin 

Promote to Nearly 2,000 Readers 
    The next 2016 issue of the new electronic 

CWC Bulletin will be coming out in August. 

The next deadline for submitting advertising is 

July 29, 2016. 

    This is a way for CWC members, authors, 

and guest speakers to reach a large targeted au-

dience of writers in a state-wide publication that 

goes out to nearly 2,000 writers. 

    The cost is very reasonable: Just $35 for a 

2x3.5 business card size ad; a 3x5 index card 

size for just $60; and, a 5x7 for $90. Full details 

can be obtained by visiting http://calwriters.org/

advertising-in-the-bulletin/. PayPal is now 

available, too.                                  

If you have a book or writing service to pro-

mote, hesitate no longer! The Bulletin is an ex-

traordinary way to get the word out to others 

with an interest in writing, publishing, and mar-

keting. Contact Bob Isbill for more info. 

Our DCB student anthology  — Let It Be 
Recorded — is now available on Ama-
zon.com in Kindle format for only $3.99. 

 Volunteers Needed for the next Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Pro-
ject. Can you help as a mentor, reader, proofer, or editor? Con-
tact Mary Langer Thompson for current Year 2017 openings. 

mh_thompson@hotmail.com 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

     Summer is always the vacation season so if you are traveling and 
wish to share some vacation pointers or begin your travel writing ca-
reer, you can post some of your adventures here.  Photos are highly 
encouraged. 

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is 
changing to Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. Try to aim for articles and 
stories between 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are 
also welcome. Have a new book? Let me promote your book high-
lights. 

 August’s deadline is July 23rd. September’s deadline: August 23rd.    

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2016 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

 
Web site URL included 

(write a synopsis  
for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Clip This Reminder List  

for Bulletin Ads 

Please double-check to be sure you have followed 

these directions. 

* Design your ad. You can scan it to a jpeg file and 

send it to advertisingcwc@gmail.com 

* Then place the hard copy of your ad in an envelope 

addressed to the Marketing Department. It is okay to 

fold the copy if you need to do so. 

* Enclose your check made payable to CWC Central 

Treasury or pay by PayPal on calwriters.org. If you use 

PayPal, please state the amount in your envelope. 

* Either way you pay, we MUST have the hard copy 

mailed to us along with your email address and phone 

contact, and please confirm the size of your ad.  (Size 

isn’t indicated on the scanned copy.) 

The Bulletin Marketing Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB-281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Services 

Gina Cruz Rider, Illustrator, Cover Artist for Hire 

JUL AUG SEP 


