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An Honor for 2017 
SEEKING a BLUE RIBBON PANEL 

Continued on Page 3 

Mary Vensel White is the author of The Qualities of Wood, 
the first ebook published by Authonomy, a digital imprint of 
Harper Collins Publishers, and later released by Harper 
Collins 360 as a global print version.  

If you have questions about your own self-editing and pro-
cesses in ebooks, bring them to our regular meeting this 
Saturday, Jan. 14 

White’s novel, The Qualities of Wood is about secrets. 
Family secrets. Community secrets. And secrets between 
lovers, past and present. And all of these secrets have 
their price. 

The house brought them together, but secrets will tear 
them apart.  

HD Branch To Discuss Self-editing 

with First eBook Author by Harper Collins imprint, 

Authonomy 

Guest  
Speaker 

Mary Vensel White 

HDCWC  Members Selected to Serve as Scho-
lastic Art & Writing Award Judges 

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers which con-
ducts a national contest for Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards each year has selected our High Desert 
Branch to supply a special Blue Ribbon Panel of 
judges to serve in early 2017. 

A panel of about two dozen qualified and distin-
guished writers will serve on this special Blue Rib-
bon Board of judges and alternates under the lead-
ership of HDCWC President Dwight Norris. profes-
sional editor and club treasurer Jenny Margotta, as 
well as critique co-chairs, Marilyn Ramirez and Mary 
Langer Thompson. 

The kick-off informational meeting was held on De-
cember 28 at the Apple Valley Chamber of Com-
merce where selected judges, all members of the  

HDCWC, were walked through the process which will 
require approximately eight to ten hours between 
January 7 and 20 to judge submissions for the huge 
annual contest. 

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, a nonprofit 
organization, identifies teenagers with exceptional 
artistic and literary talent and brings their remarkable 
work to a national audience through The Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards. The Awards have an impres-
sive legacy dating back to 1923 and a noteworthy 
roster of past winners including Andy Warhol, Sylvia 
Plath, Truman Capote, Richard Avedon, Robert Red-
ford, and Joyce Carol Oates.  

Our Blue Panel members will be photographed in an 
event photo session Feb. 26th, including other com-
mittee volunteers. 

See Page 5 for photo session details. 
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Submittorious Awards  

Begin for 2017 

It’s that time again for the Submitorious 
Award. Just one very productive, creative, and 
consistent member in good standing will win 
the annual cash award of $50 in our 
“Submitorious” contest. If you submit to The 
Inkslinger regularly you just may be victorious. 
Our winner will be revealed in Jan. 2018. 

When Betty Gardiner dies, 
leaving behind an unkempt country home, her grandson 
and his young wife take a break from city life to prepare 
the house for sale.  

Nowell Gardiner leaves first to begin work on his second 
mystery novel. By the time 
his wife Vivian joins him, a 
real mystery has begun: a 
local girl has been found 
dead in the woods behind the 
house. Even after the death 
is ruled an accident, Vivian 
can’t forget the girl, can’t ig-
nore the strange behavior of 
her neighbors, or her hus-
band. As Vivian attempts to 
put the house in order, all 
around her things begin to fall 
apart. 

White was born in Los Ange-
les and raised in the High De-
sert of Lancaster, CA. She 
graduated from the University of Denver and lived for five 
years in Chicago, where she completed an MA in English 
at DePaul University. She has appeared as a panelist 
and speaker at the Southern California Writers Confer-
ence, Left Coast Crime, and Bouchercon. She lives 
in Southern California with her husband and four 
children. 

Continued from Page 1 

Advancing our branch’s benefits to a wider au-
dience, Roberta Smith took her talents to a new 
level with her latest creation of a video on 
YouTube.com   

Here's the YouTube link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCz4Y-
ENAy0&feature=youtu.be 

 After viewing, go to the Advertising Special tab 
on www.hdcwc.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com/advertising-special.html 

Be sure to let her know what you thought of it. 
Then share the links with others. 

Roberta Smith Produces  

Video Advertisement 
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What You Missed 

A salute to just a few of our honored mili-
tary service members who were in attend-
ance during our November meeting.  

 

… And a cake for all to enjoy. 

Our November meeting honored 
our veterans and volunteers 

Our gathering of 
writers who have 

become published 
in the last few 

years. 

Be sure to attend 
our professional 

photo session  

February 26. 

More details to 
come.  
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PHOTO ALBUM  

Our published 
authors sat for a 
photo session 
so we could 
acknowledge 
their enthusi-
asm for becom-
ing published 
as High Desert 
branch CWC 
members 

Our happy group of volunteers who help make the branch a smooth running operation each 
month: leadership, services, member/dues, critique leads, hospitality, registration, and those 
miscellaneous jobs like stacking chairs, placing posters around town, and being available to 
do  what needs to be done. 
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News You Can Use 
 

  This is the official logo 
and seal of the state rec-
ognized California Writers 
Club established in 1909. 

As a member in good 
standing you may place 
the logo on your personal 
author website.  

To place a logo you will 
need to save it as a jpg or 
other photo format. 

Any changes to the logo 
are forbidden. It may be enhanced by color change 
or size. If you have questions, contact the club’s 
statewide web site: www.calwriters.org  

The California Writers Club is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  

BIRTHDAYS IN THE MONTH OF 

JANUARY: 

 

January 4 Bonnie Minder 

January 6 Rusty LaGrange 

January 8 Angie Horn 

January 9 Anita Holmes 

January 15 Sally Ortiz 

January 22 Dwight Norris 

THREE CALIFORNIA WRITING RESIDENCIES AVAILABLE AT LAKE ARROWHEAD 
 
The visionary 1888 Center has launched a residency exclusively for Californians, and they’ve asked us to 
get the word out to our own California Writers. Surely this is right up our alley. 
 
These are “three two-week residencies in the mountains of Lake Arrowhead where the creative environment 
will nurture your craft and help carry on the tradition of the California voice. Finished work will be included in 
1888’s ‘The Cost of Paper’ anthology.” Submissions will consist of a CV or narrative bio, a statement of in-
tent, and a writing sample. The submission period is January 1 through February 29. There is a $25 entry 
fee. Judges will select three California authors and schedule residencies from April 1 through May 15. 
 
All applications must be submitted through “Submittable” at http://1888.center/cwr/ (which see for further de-
tails) once the submission period opens. 
 
As long as you’re on 1888.center, also take a look at the posted October 30th “The How The Why” podcast 
interview with our CWC president Joyce Krieg. 

The naming of this year’s 
“Submittorious Award” goes to 
Diane Neil. She is a consistent 
writer of humor, poems, and lit-
tle memoir essays that bring 
smiles to our faces. She is also 
eager to share an idea and ac-
tively asks if I need anything to 
help keep interesting items to 
read coming into The Inkslinger 
“submissions box.” 

For her good humor and enthu-
siastic support, she receives 
$50 that can be used in any way she 
wishes. The first thing she said was: 
“Oh, good! I can buy more books.” 

Annual Award for Submissions  

to The Inkslinger: Diane Neil 

Diane Neil 

The High Desert Branch of the CWC has engaged a 
professional photographer to take two group shots of 
our published authors and Blue Ribbon Panel of 
Judges on Sunday, February 26, 2017 from 2 to 4pm 
at a location to be announced. 

Please save the date for this special event. The pho-
tographs will be formal displays of our special people 
who have a published book and/or are members of 
the Blue Ribbon Panel of Judges, and other commit-
tees as defined in the announcements to come. 

Check your email daily to be kept informed of loca-
tion and any changes. 

HDCWC Photo Session Scheduled For        
February 26

th
 – Save the Date 
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 What do you think when you hear a statement 
like this? Most will assume you have adopted a child. 
I can assure you at our ages of 70 and 73 — that 
would not be the case.  

 Our adoption is another dog. At different 
times, we have had one dog or two. We definitely 
feel having two dogs is better for all. This is especially true if they must be alone for many 
hours a day which was true until I retired last December. 

 My husband, Bill, and I have adopted a number of dogs over the years; from private 
parties, animal shelters and rescue groups. My last beloved rescue, a miniature Pinscher, 
named Foxy Lady, became too ill at age 13. She had progressive congestive heart failure 
and a tumor in her chest that was probably cancer. Yes, dogs get many of the same ill-
nesses that people suffer from. (I had another dog that developed diabetes and had to be 
given insulin shots twice a day.)  That painful decision to euthanize had to be made. 

 Our remaining dog, was also a shelter rescue and seemed to be lonely and grieving. 
At times, she would not eat for several days or only eat small amounts.  

 I began to visit the local shelters and search rescue groups in late May. While visit-
ing my daughter’s family in Delaware in early July, I saw a notice from a min-pin (miniature 
Pinscher) rescue group that met the criteria I was looking for. This included female, 2-5 
years old, and housebroken. These animals are always spayed before they are eligible for 
adoption. 

 When I returned to California, I drove to Palm Springs to meet “Tia.” She is a min-pin 
mix as she is much larger than usual for this breed, weighing almost 25 pounds, compared 
to my previous dogs weighing about 10 pounds.  When she was turned in as a stray, she 
had an injury to her eye. They were unable to save it and had to have it removed. I brought 
her home that very day to her “furever “ home. She is four years old.  

 I quickly changed her name to Love Bug as she was immediately affectionate with 
one and all. They have adjusted well to one another and Scout, our Beagle, has resumed 
her normal appetite. She is glad to have a new snuggle buddy. 

             Adopting an animal from a shelter or rescue situation is like saving two lives. The 
one you have adopted and this makes room for them to accept another animal. If you are 
thinking of getting an animal, I hope you will consider adoption. Sometimes it is hard to 
know, who rescued who; but we think we are all very fortunate.  

 Now I get my daily fix of smiles, even laughter and lots of love.  

  

 

 (if you are thinking of adoption you can contact Carol Warren at 
califcarol@verizon.net) Photo credit: www.dogs.petbreeds.com 

We’ve Adopted Again 

by Carol Warren 
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What You Missed 

Our annual Holiday Celebration was held at Hazel 
Stearns home for members only in December.  A 
catered Mexican lunch was provided so no regular 
business was conducted. 

Non-business get-togethers like this have shown to 
help new and expert authors connect with others in 
a relaxed atmosphere. 

 

It was overheard that we should do this more often. Someone else was heard to say they agreed.   
          ~~ Photos by Rusty LaGrange 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 8 

Photos by 

Rusty LaGrange 

MORE PHOTO ALBUMS  



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 9 

By Diane Neil 

 Like the Christmas ornaments my grandparents unpacked each year 

from their layers of cotton batting, memories emerge from my childhood holi-

days. Stringent times those were---most of those years we were at war---but 

mostly they were happy times. I was the eldest of three children in a family 

untouched by divorce, crime, or poverty. We were fortunate enough to have all 

four of our grandparents and several aunts, uncles and cousins, all of whom 

lived nearby. 

 But. There is always a ‘but’ if you look closely enough. I remember my childhood with mixed feelings.  

Most of my life I was unable to decide if the glass was half full or half empty.  When I was younger, I would com-

plain to friends and co-workers and whoever else would listen about what a rotten childhood I had. 

 No, I was never beaten or starved or molested, but I always envied my friends who had cheery, capable 

mothers who could be counted on to send them off in the morning with a hug and a lovingly packed lunch and greet 

them after school with another hug and questions about their day. 

 My mother never looked at my report cards. I still have them, and my father was the one who signed them 

all.  When I came home from school I never knew what to expect. If the house was filled with good cooking smells 

and the sounds of my younger siblings at play, I knew the coast was clear. A deathly quiet house, the kids escaped 

somewhere outside and the odors of Hexol and BenGay warned me to tiptoe in. If Mama didn’t call out for some-

thing, I could do my homework and perhaps see about dinner before Daddy came home from work.  

 Mama was a beautiful, lively, talented person, but she also had bouts of depression and maniacal behavior. 

She was hospitalized several times and given shock treatments, which only seemed to chip away at her liveliness 

and leave her shallow and empty. Long after her death, my sister and I decided that she must have been bi-polar 

and could have been helped with the medicines available today.      

Mama tried. When we were small, she made us Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls, and we always had dogs and 

cats. She had a lovely singing voice and accompanied herself on the piano. She painted and sewed and started an 

ambitious dollhouse which she worked on most of her life and never finished. 

 My friend, Loraine, had the sort of mother I envied. She made big families of handmade dolls, and her 

cheery home was always awhirl with the sound of her sewing machine. I must have mentioned those dolls to Mama, 

for she took it upon herself to make a beautiful doll for me.  Like all her personal art projects, she designed a muse-

um quality showpiece of a doll. Nothing mundane like poor old Raggedy Ann, who got pummeled and punched and 

barely survived our childhood. 

 Priscilla sat on a shelf in her pink pinafore and lacy pantaloons and hand-blocked straw bonnet. But it was 

her shoes that got the most notice. On her white cloth feet she wore black shoes Mama had lovingly stitched from 

the leather of black kid gloves. Tiny straps fastened with real shoe buttons. Priscilla was taken down and dusted on 

occasion but never cuddled or played with. She became a bit faded over the years --- who doesn’t when we hit our 

seventies? Although she’s been passed on to one of my daughters, I’m sure she’s still in great shape and not a yellow 

yarn strand of her hair is out of place. 

 I know Mama meant for Priscilla to be a Christmas surprise, but it was a surprise awaited for a year or 

more, given the pace of Mama’s often stalled projects. I’m sure I heard whispers and knew a doll was in the works. 

Still, when Priscilla came to be mine, I had the sense to be grateful for all the work Mama had done and knew she 

was very special. 

 I wish Mama were here today so I could tell her how much I appreciate all the love she put into the doll. 

Only as an old woman myself do I understand how hard it must have been for her to just get on with daily life and 

to try to make it beautiful. 

 I no longer complain about the difficulties of my growing up years. If asked, I would say I had a happy 

childhood, and I choose to look at my glass as more than filled to the brim.    

Priscilla 
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Managing Your Writing Career 

by Suzanne de Board (Holbrook-Brumbaugh) 

You have written the perfect picture book, but you don’t have an artistic bone in your body, or perhaps you 
just don’t have the time to do your own artwork, and need an illustrator to finish your book. Who to choose, 
and what to do? Beware, lest you fall into the same trap I did.  

Like many authors, I had written numerous potential picture books. However, as a substitute teacher, I had 
little time to write, and what time I did have, did not lend itself to illustration. One day, I was sharing with a 
school librarian my need for an artist to illustrate some of my books, and prepare them for publication. 

“My daughter is graduating from art school in June,” she said. “Why don’t we meet and see how it goes?” 
Red flag.  

Rule # 1  Be extra cautious when dealing with friends or family.  

So, we met, and the young artist seemed to be quite talented. She told me her price, and picked out a couple 
of stories she would like to illustrate. 

Rule # 2 Always get it in writing, so everyone knows what page they are on. A verbal agreement is 
okay, as long as you make it clear that he/she is a work-for-hire, and have it written down somewhere, such 
as in an email to the illustrator so that he/she is well aware that the completed project, as well as all files, be-
long to the author, and not the illustrator, upon being paid for their work.  

Rule # 3 Set a reasonable time framework for the project to be completed. My illustrator thought she 
had all the time in the world to complete the project. Not so. 

Rule # 4  You may, or may not, choose to have your illustrator’s name on the front cover. In general, 
it is always best to give your illustrator that recognition; but on the copyright page, your name only should 
appear.  Even though it is not necessary to register your book with the Copyright Office, as your book is cop-
yrighted from the moment it is penned, it is wise to do so, for your protection. There are unethical people out 
there, as mine turned out to be. Protect yourself. Many authors and illustrators do not realize that when a 
work is done for hire, that work belongs solely to the author/employer, including all of the files/illustrations for 
said book. 

 My sad story: My first picture book went rather well. I only had to assist her with an occasion-
al mistake. I told her what I wanted and where, and she did relatively well in complying. The book was fin-
ished in decent time and was published. 

 My second book . . . oh, dear. Numerous problems from beginning to end. By now, she had decided 
she was in control, and not me. When I tried to explain various problems with what she was doing, she told 
me that she liked it her way and she wasn’t about to change it. She would not read the entire book, so made 
many content/picture mistakes, which had to be corrected. She complained constantly about knowing noth-
ing about grammar, or editing, so I corrected all her mistakes and emailed them back to her, to copy and 
paste. Then I found out she minored in English. 

 After a year, when it was finally completed, by her standard, the publisher would not accept it, since 
some of the pictures were too close to the edge – ‘dis-allowment for trim size’ (something of which I had tried 
to convince her, but in vain). She called their specifications stupid. In order to complete the book, I called the 
publisher, and they told me to have her call them. Two little problems and the book would be publishable. I 
emailed her the information, and a couple of days later, she emailed me back saying she had taken one 
word off my title, got her own ISBN numbers, and submitted my book, without my permission. Copyright in-
fringement! Big time. 

 Soon after my first picture book came out, the illustrator’s mother put a lovely review on Amazon. A 
month ago, or so, the review was edited, by mother or daughter, I’m not certain.  However, the review now 
implies that the illustrator is the sole author/illustrator, of my book. Major infringement. This will be addressed 
right after Christmas. I’ll keep you posted on the outcome. So, beware. Choose your illustrator carefully, and 
above all protect yourself and your creation.  

Happy writing.  

  (Note: For those of you who are not aware, copyright infringement is major,  

  and can carry fines up to $150,000 and/or jail time. ) 

When Your Illustrator Goes Rogue 
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PoemSmiths cri-
tique group has 
been asked to 
participate in this 
new presentation 
of performance 
poetry coming up 
this weekend.  

Come and sup-
port your local 
poets during this 
one-weekend of-
fer. Only $10 per 
day. Saturday 
evening at 7:30 
pm and again on 
Sunday for a 
Matinee at 2:30 
pm 

PoemSmiths 
Mary Langer 
Thompson, Lo-
ralie Kay, Debbie 
Rubio and Lora 
Stonebraker are 
participating.  

Peg Ross Paw-
lak has helped to 
bring these rec-
ognized “Beat” 
poets up to the 
High Desert. 

They’ll be at 
High Desert for 
the Performing 
Arts in Victorville. 

Beat Poets and PoemSmiths to Entertain 
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Writers Club members cel-
ebrated the Second Annu-
al Christmas Salon at the 
home of Lorelei Kay on 
December 7. Attendees 
enjoyed an array of magi-
cal sweets—including 
chocolate wine—and 
shared their favorite writ-
ten words around a blinking Christmas tree. 
Word of the festivities apparently spread clear to the 
North Pole because Santa Claus came to join in the fun. 
He invited everyone to tell him their Christmas wish be-
fore producing gifts from his velvet bag. We’re not sup-
posed to tell, but just before he left we caught him kiss-
ing Mary Thompson under the mistletoe! 
If you happened to be out Christmas caroling that night, 
you may have heard the jingle of sleigh bells as Santa 
took back to the sky. And if you listened very carefully, 
you may have heard his shout, “Ho ho ho! Merry Christ-
mas to all! And to all—I hope to see you at next year’s 
Third Annual Christmas Salon!” 
(Pictured left to right above are Linda Boruff, Bobi Sulli-
van, Jeanne Newcomer, SANTA, June Langer, Mary 
Ruth Hughes, Hazel Stearns, and Barbara Schneir. 
Front, left to right, are Mary Thompson, Jenny Margotta, 
and Lorelei Kay. Center, Molly Jo Realy. 

 
~~  Lorelei Kay 

Above: Santa 
gives Mary Ruth 
Hughes a hug. 

To Left: We be-
lieve that Mary 
Thompson and 
her mom, June 
Langer, know who 
Santa really is. 

To Left: Hazel 
Stearns cuddles 
with Santa 

To Right: The 
Magic Man knows 
how to make Bobi 
Sullivan smile. 

CHRISTMAS 

SALON: authors 

enjoy being on 

Santa’s  “Good’ 

list 
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Undercurrents ~~ 
     You must work hard to avoid mistakes in 
your manuscript. Part of the problem is that 
all of our brains have an “auto correct” func-
tion. When we proofread our own work our 
brains see what we intended to write rather 
than what’s really there. Read it aloud or 
send it to a friend for a simple read through. 

New Year, New Words 

I noticed a trend on social media some years ago. Instead 
of making expect-to-break-them resolutions, people were 
claiming colors, phrases or related words to define their 
goals when a new year came around. 

I once Dared to be an Awesome Orange. Two years ago, 
I pared it down even more to choose one word. Bounda-
ries was first. The next year was Better. 

Sometimes it takes a while to discover your personal 
Word of the Year. Sometimes it comes to you as easy as 
breathing.  

Whether you choose one word or three, or go all-out with 
a list of resolutions, here are some tips to consider: 

 Set a Journey, Not a Goal: Specific goals, 
while great, aren’t always met in a timely man-
ner, or at all. This can lead to a person feeling 
like a failure instead of a success. Rather, choose 
what will help you grow incrementally. 

 Choose to be a Diamond: You are more than a 
two-dimensional object. Make your mantra re-
flect all your beautiful facets. 

 Everything Old is New Again: Don’t be intim-
idated by the “new” in New Year. It’s okay to 
enhance what you already know.  

 Can You Relate?: Is your  theme shareable? 
Keep yourself accountable by letting your fol-
lowers in on your journey.  

 Give Yourself Permission: It’s okay to tell 
yourself, “It’s okay.” It’s okay to dream, set 
goals, fail, try again, change, move, and be still.  

 Shine Like The Star That You Are: Whatever  
you choose, don’t bury it in the sand or under 
your pillow. Reach your world with your bright 
light. 

 It’s ALL About YOU: Your  resolution/word/
mantra should encompass the essence of you and 
what you want to accomplish in the next twelve 
months. Adding others to the mix can be a great 
idea, as long as there aren’t too many cooks in 
your kitchen.  

How does any of this apply to social media and writing? 
The simple answer: It doesn’t. The complex answer: 
Everything’s writing. Everything’s social. Your theme 
should amplify your personality, goals, work ethic, belief 

system . . . Anything and everything you need it to amplify 
and grow.  

Now, choose your word for the New Year, and hit the 
ground running.  

I’m choosing to be Fierce in 2017. What will you be? 

 

With some sweet tea and running shoes, 

~~  Molly Jo 

Special Salon to Take It  
To The Next Level 

  

     Do you have a book written, about to be 
written, or one you're just thinking about? 
      Are you interested in taking it to the next lev-
el of marketing and preparing a professional 
presentation where you could go and confident-
ly talk about your book and/or yourself to a vari-
ety of potential buyers? 
      Can you describe your book in just six 
words? Do you have a logline? Do you have a 
specialty other than the subject of your book? 
Are you ready to present at a moment's notice 
to a strange audience of possible book buyers? 
      If you answered "no" to any of those ques-
tions, you may be interested in what we are 
planning to do. 
     This exploratory “salon” will take place as 
follows: 
Time and Date: 6 to 7:30 pm – Tuesday, Jan. 
24th 
Location: Hesperia Library 9650 7

th
 Avenue, 

Hesperia 

Jo 

 Social Media 

Mo by Molly Jo       
Realy 
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It’s not that irresistible people don’t have 
problems — even big ones — but they ap-
proach problems as temporary obstacles, 
not inescapable fate. When things go 
wrong, they remind themselves that a bad 
day is just one day, and they keep hope 
that tomorrow or next week or next month 
will be better. 

They ditch the small talk. There’s no surer 
way to prevent an emotional connection 
from forming during a conversation than by 
sticking to small talk. When you robotically 
approach people with small talk this puts 
their brains on autopilot and prevents them 
from having any real affinity for you. Irresist-
ible people create connection and find 
depth even in short, every day conversa-
tions. Their genuine interest in other people 
makes it easy for them to ask good ques-
tions and relate what they’re told to other 
important facets of the speaker’s life. 

They treat EVERYONE with respect. 
Whether interacting with their biggest client 
or a server taking their drink order, irresisti-
ble people are unfailingly polite and re-
spectful. They understand that — no matter 
how nice they are to the person they’re hav-
ing lunch with — it’s all for naught if that 
person witnesses them behaving badly to-
ward someone else. Irresistible people treat 
everyone with respect because they believe 
they’re no better than anyone else. 

They have integrity. People with high integri-
ty are irresistible because they walk their 
talk, plain and simple. Integrity is a simple 
concept but a difficult thing to practice. To 
demonstrate integrity every day, irresistible 
people follow through, they avoid talking 
bad about other people, and they do the 
right thing, even when it hurts. 

They don’t try too hard. Irresistible people 
don’t dominate the conversation with stories 
about how smart and successful they are. 
It’s not that they’re resisting the urge to 
brag. The thought doesn’t even occur to 
them because they know how unlikeable 
people are who try too hard to get others to 
like them. 

They smile. People naturally (and uncon-
sciously) mirror the body language of the 
person they’re talking to. If you want people 
to find you irresistible, smile at them during 
conversations and they will unconsciously 
return the favor and feel good as a result. 

Continued on Page 15 

Unmistakable Habits of      
Irresistible People 
Dr. Travis Bradberry 

Too many people succumb to the mistaken belief that being 
likeable comes from natural, unteachable traits that belong 
only to a lucky few — the good looking, the fiercely social, and 
the incredibly talented. It’s easy to fall prey to this misconcep-
tion.  

Some people, regardless of what they lack — money, looks, or 
social connections — always radiate with energy and confi-
dence. Even the most skeptical individuals find themselves 
enamored with these charming individuals. 

These people are the life of every party. They're the ones you 
turn to for help, advice, and companionship. 

You just can't get enough of them, and they leave you asking 
yourself, "What do they have that I don't? What makes them 
so irresistible?" 

The difference? Their sense of self-worth comes from within. 

Irresistible people aren’t constantly searching for validation, 
because they’re confident enough to find it in themselves. 
There are certain habits they pursue every day to maintain this 
healthy perspective. 

Since being irresistible isn’t the result of dumb luck, it’s time to 
study the habits of irresistible people so that you can use them 
to your benefit. 

Get ready to say “hello” to a new, more irresistible you. 

They focus on people more than anything else. Irresistible peo-
ple possess an authentic interest in those around them. As a 
result, they don’t spend much time thinking about themselves. 
They don’t obsess over how well they’re liked, because they’re 
too busy focusing on the people they’re with. It’s what makes 
their irresistibility seem so effortless. 

To put this habit to work for you, try putting down the smart 
phone and focusing on the people you’re with. Focus on what 
they’re saying, not what your response will be, or how what 
they’re saying will affect you. When people tell you something 
about themselves, follow up with open-ended questions to 
draw them out even more. 

They are authentic. Irresistible people are who they are. No-
body has to burn up energy or brainpower trying to guess their 
agenda or predict what they’ll do next. They do this because 
they know that no one likes a fake. 

People gravitate toward authentic individuals because they 
know they can trust them. It’s easy to resist someone when 
you don’t know who they really are and how they really feel. 

They find reasons to love life. Irresistible people are positive 
and passionate. They’re never bored, because they see life as 
an amazing adventure and approach it with a joy that other 
people want to be a part of. 

Nov 14, 2016   
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Continued from Page 14 

Here’s a new service that might be useful. www.AuthorsPreview.com is a new FREE website for you to pre-

view your writings, and receive critiques.  You can submit A Poem, A Short Story, or a Chapter from Your 

Book!  You will receive critiques from readers around the world! You may even include your Publisher’s or 

Agent’s email for readers to order your book.  Your bio, including a photo if you choose, is available for you 

to be listed under Writers category.   

Their press release says: Don’t be surprised if a Publisher, Producer or Director contacts you!        Writings: * 

Short Stories   * Poems    *Chapters of Your Book  

HOW-TO SUBMIT:  To contribute your Writings, select and complete the Submission Form 

at  www.AuthorsPreview.com   WRITINGS:  Contribute your Writings to showcase your short story, poem, 

or chapter of your book – and receive feedback from readers of Authors Preview   AUTHORS: Enjoy read-

ing a brief biography of the contributing authors. 

You can enjoy reading others’ writings.  Many are personal life stories – serious and funny, full of life prob-

lems – often with unique solutions, rich with history from many different cultures, countries, and religions, 

which come alive with each writer’s inner thoughts and feelings.  Questions:  email  AuthorsPre-

view@gmail.com 

Some new writers might find this anonymous critique service easier to use as a springboard before entering a 
critique group of your peers. Let us know if you tried the service and what you think. The branch is not sup-
porting or receiving any profit from this announcement.  ~~ Editor. 

Free but Untested 

They recognize the difference between fact and opinion. Irresistible people handle controversial topics and 
touchy subjects with grace and poise. They don’t shrink from sharing their opinions, but they make it clear 
that they’re opinions, not facts. Whether discussing global warming, politics, vaccine schedules, or GMO 
foods, irresistible people recognize that many people who are just as intelligent as they are see things differ-
ently. 

Bringing It All Together 

Irresistible people did not have fairy godmothers hovering over their cribs. They’ve simply perfected certain 
appealing qualities and habits that anyone can adopt as their own. 

They think about other people more than they think about themselves, and they make other people feel liked, 
respected, understood, and seen. Just remember: the more you focus on others, the more irresistible you’ll 
be. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Dr. Travis Bradberry is the award-winning co-author of the #1 bestselling book, Emotional Intelligence 2.0, and the co-founder 
of TalentSmart, the world's leading provider of emotional intelligence tests and training, serving more than 75% of Fortune 500 
companies. His bestselling books have been translated into 25 languages and are available in more than 150 countries. Dr. Bradberry 
has written for, or been covered by, Newsweek, TIME, BusinessWeek, Fortune, Forbes, Fast Company, Inc., USA Today, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Washington Post, and The Harvard Business Review. 

(reprinted from Nov. 2016) 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories   

   by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  
~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the Dor-
othy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

Our DCB student anthology  — Let It Be 
Recorded — is now available on Ama-
zon.com in Kindle format for only $3.99. 

Tell Us About  
Your Book Signing 
If you are actively selling 
and signing your books 
then we need to know. 
Space is free for an-
nouncements of your up
-coming event.  

Just send it to Rusty@ 
RustyLaGrange.com. 

Give date, time, loca-
tion, and other news. 
And photos if you have 
them. 

S 
I 
G 
N 
I 
N 
G 

 

 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

    

 A New Year! 

  A New Opportunity! 

First Writers Club Salon of 2017! 

“Getting Organized the Write 
Way” 

Monday, January 16,   5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

inside McDonalds  1920 Bear Valley Rd., AV 

Co-hosted by Mary Langer Thompson and Molly Jo Realy 

First twelve RSVP to Lorelei Kay at LoreleiKay7@gmail.com 

See you there! Bring an idea to share! 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
     A new year we face. Embrace the chance to begin a new project, pull 
out a forgotten one, or revamp a new idea for a new start. Whatever you 
decide this year, we hope you receive the encouragement to go forward 
from the support and tools you’ll receive this year. 

     If you’re hesitant, then please ask for help. You’ll be in good hands.
  

      As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me promote your book with bio, cover, and 
highlights. 

     February’s deadline: January 23   March’s is February 23. 

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2017 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

 
Web site URL included 

(write a synopsis  
for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Services 

    

 A New Year! 

  A New Opportunity! 

First Writers Club Salon of 2017! 

“Getting Organized the Write 
Way” 

Monday, January 16,   5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

inside McDonalds  1920 Bear Valley Rd., AV 

Co-hosted by Mary Langer Thompson and Molly Jo Realy 

First twelve RSVP to Lorelei Kay at LoreleiKay7@gmail.com 

See you there! Bring an idea to share! 

Free! 

Your Business Card 

HERE for 3 months 
Savings of $10 toward  

Your Marketing Budget 

Contact: Roberta Smith 

for artwork details 


