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  JAN. 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Jan. 10 

Looking Back on an Eventful Year for HDCWC 

SEE PAGE  13 

Tom Sawyer 

Continued on  Page 2 

Tom Sawyer : Murders He 
Wrote for TV Series 

To start off the new 
year with a bang, Saw-
yer is our guest 
speaker for January 
10th general meeting. 
Invite a friend and learn 
from a writer who broke 
some of the rules to 
becoming published 
before it was called 
“self-publishing.” 

Cross Purposes is Tom 
Sawyer's new mystery 
thriller, the first in a 
series. 

W e were busy, and thanks to many leaders and vol-

unteers, a lot was accomplished. A meeting offer-

ing grant writing instruction was open to the public and 

free of charge, and was well-attended by members and 

guests alike. The board established a mini-grant program, 

kicking it off by partially sponsoring a Horror Fest led 

by our own Michael Raff and Roberta Smith. 

S alons were begun where members gather in one an-

other’s homes or other locations to discuss writing 

and get better acquainted. Sometimes we operated with a 

theme. Other times, general writing was the topic. Salons 

have caught on and have proven to be very enjoyable. As 

a means of practical improvement in writing skills, cri-

tique groups are unsurpassed. Critique groups continue to 

flourish with many of them full. Membership in a group 

is a coveted position, and waiting patiently on a list is 

often the only way to gain an opening. 

A  dozen or so attended the Dickens Festival in River-

side and had a great time. A women’s writers retreat 

was held on Catalina Island. The president of the branch 

was excluded from attending. A few of us drifted through 

the L.A. Times Festival of Books on the campus of USC. 

Later in the year, enough interest was expressed that our 

board made a commitment and reserved a booth for next 

year, so we will be represented and selling some books in 

April 2015. 

N umerous book signings were held by our members. 

A group of our writers represented us by attending 

Art at the Aspen and autographing their books. Some 

scheduled book signings at Barnes & Noble and other 

stores in the area. We celebrated our newest members at 

the October club meeting with a "meet and greet" -- and 

listening to them read from their works. Our own James 

“Grizzly” Elder wrote the lyrics to a song called HDCWC 

and actually performed it for us accompanied on his 

acoustic guitar. What a fun meeting that was! 

Reflections on 2014  

T he first DCB Memoir Project (for school year 2013-

2014) was completed, under the leadership of Bob 

Isbill, with four scholarships being awarded to authors of 

the top four memoirs, and the publication of an anthol-

ogy, Let It Be Recorded…A Collection of Memoirs. More 

than thirty high school seniors wrote about senior citizens 

they knew or learned about, then graduated from high 

school as published authors. The second DCB Memoir 

Project (for school year 2014-2015) is well underway, 

under the leadership of Mary Thompson, and promises to 

produce more scholarships, excellent writing, and a new 

anthology. 
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Planning a Writers’ Salon at your 
home or a local café? Let Loralie 
Kay help you. She’s our Salons co-
ordinator with some great ideas. 
Email  her at   LoralieKay@aol.com 

Continued from Page 1 

The April LA Book Fair held as USC campus 
is the largest in the nation. We have the opportu-
nity to share a booth with our published authors 
for a share of the $650 rental fee for two days. 

Deadline for table spaces is coming soon. Can 
you afford NOT to have better exposure? Con-
tact the editor at RustyL@Hughes.net or a board 
member to inquire. 
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~~~  Log on To MRMS for Your 

Friendly Database  ~~~ 

When was the last time you logged on to Member 
Record Management System (MRMS)? 

The HDCWC would encourage you to do so. It’s a 
member benefit, having access to other members’ 
email addresses and phone numbers as well as 
searching for like-minded writers. 

If you’ve forgotten your password, or need guidance 
to walking you through the sign-on, contact HDCWC 
Systems Administrator, Bob Isbill at risbill@aol.com. 

Give MRMS an update of your own current informa-
tion also. The CWC Bulletin will soon be published, 
and this publication uses the source of every mem-
ber’s correct mailing address. 

So log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore this pro-
gram through all the help available within the system. 

A different kind of memoir was published in 2014 by the 

HDCWC. Jack London in Boyhood Adventures was writ-

ten by Frank Irving Atherton, best childhood friend of 

Jack London. As you may know, the author was the grand-

father of our own Diane Neil. The family had the manu-

script in their possession for many decades. Thanks to the 

generosity of Diane and her sister, Kathleen (Kate), the 

HDCWC was able to publish the manuscript and share in 

the net proceeds from the sale of it. What an honor and 

special joy it was to make this treasure available to the 

literary world! More work lies ahead for its distribution. 

On November 1st, we hosted a quality conference featur-

ing international story consultant Chris Vogler, agent B. J. 

Robbins, and publisher, Ray Robinson, all for the bargain 

basement price of $45! When Chris Vogler said in his 

work as a story consultant that he had read 20,000 screen-

plays, we all knew we were in the right place. To access 

this level of expertise and years of experience is a rare op-

portunity, and at this price, unheard of!  

We had some great speakers throughout 2014: in January, 

Dodie Cross; in February, Todd Anton; and, in March, our 

own Robert Kirk. However, in April, we had two meetings 

— an auxiliary meeting on April 5th featuring internation-

ally-known author Anne Perry with friend and author Vic-

toria Zackheim;. And, on April 12th we hosted local jour-

nalist Rene De La Cruz. In May we continued with: James 

Brown; in June, Amy Wallen; in July we celebrated the 

history of our branch giving the floor to past presidents 

Bob Isbill, Freddi Gold, and Mike Foley. In August, poets 

laureate Mary Thompson and Thelma Reyna offered a 

workshop. In September, Aaron Gansky, followed in Oc-

tober by our new member celebration with select readings 

and introductions.  

In November, we celebrated the Jack London memoir, 

featuring Diane Neil. And in December, we finished 

strong with Paul Jacques as Charles Dickens. 

You would be hard-pressed to find another branch of the 

CWC that will bring you more inspiration, practical in-

struction, and opportunity for growth as a writer. It’s not 

possible to know all that the new year will bring, but we 

will continue to make every effort to maintain the quality 

of our outreach and offerings.  We hope you can join in. 

Come on. Be a writer! — Dwight Norris 

Not everything you do needs to be perfect.  
If you set perfection as your goal, you're  

going to drive yourself crazy.   

~~ Daphne Gray-Grant  

mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org
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What You Missed —- 

Our Branch Holiday Lunch was hosted at 
President Dwight Norris’ home Dec. 13th. 

Holiday  

2014 

To accommodate over 40 members  and 
guests, some creative table layouts filled 
four separate rooms with two buffet tables. 

The menu was a tasty Mexican-themed combo 
of chicken, rice, beans, enchiladas, and 
chocolate churros. Good food always brings 
on the friendly conversations we cherish dur-
ing the holidays.    (Photos by Rusty LaGrange) 

2015 
Happy New  

Year!! 

A big thank you goes to President Dwight 
Norris for opening his home for this event. 
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Photo credit:     
Rusty  LaGrange 

What You Missed —- 

The many faces of Charles 
Dickens  through the        
performance artistry of Paul 
Jacques, during our Decem-
ber meeting. 

Story on  
Page 7 
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They’re   

Mindblowing! 

Writ
ers’

  

 
Salo

ns 

An eager group of poets and would-be poets gath-
ered around an unlit fireplace in a back room at 
Marie Callender’s restaurant, November 19th at 
6pm. The subject was poetry and the lively discus-
sion included various types of poetry, favorite poets, 
and personal writing goals. Mary Thompson led the 
group, lending her considerable expertise and suc-
cess in the field. The writings of Edgar Allan Poe, 
Eddie Arnold, Bob Dillon, Don McClean and other 
luminaries were shared. The salon was an unques-
tionable success. At meeting’s end, a number of 
participants made commitments to join the new 
CWCHDB poetry critique group “PoemSmiths” 
which will begin holding bi-monthly meetings in 
January 2015. The first is Jan. 14th. 

Poetry and Pie 
Writing Salon Hosted by Mary Thompson 

Poets eating pie and participating in the ex-
change included: 

Mary Thompson, Jeanne Newcomer, Loralie Kay, 
Mary R. Hughes, Aileen Rochester, Hazel 
Stearns, Linda Boruff, and Richard Zone. 

PoemSmiths Critique Group meets 

JANUARY 14TH (CURRENTLY FULL) 

This is a place for proofreaders! 

 Or someone needs a vacation -- desperately!  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 Rebecca Lindsey 

 Carl Williams 

“Undercurrent” 
Listing Members Willing 

To Share Their Knowledge 

Writers need resources for a variety of situa-
tions in their novels, nonfiction or memoirs. 
We have “Subject Matter Experts” — SMEs 
right here in our branch membership. Do you 
have a skill, background in or professional 
affiliation that will be helpful to others? Look 
around you! We have retired teachers, sci-
entists, engineers, salespersons, specialists 
in fields that could offer SME insight to help 
your writing. Let me know and I’ll list your 
expertise and contact info. 
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Within our local branch the So Cal representative is Anita Holmes. She and editor Rusty LaGrange will review 
all entries to the Showcase prior to submitting. Please don’t submit directly to the new web site. 

With seven active branches in our Southern District, competition is stiff, and there are no guarantees that your 
submissions will be published. Many categories to consider: news, short story, poetry, essay etc. 

Check out the different categories at http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com   

It’s a Showcase for all active members — enjoy! 

Contact: RustyL@Hughes.net to submit and type “Showcase” in the subject title of your email. 

It’s So Cal Writers Showcase time!  —  Submit Your Best 

February 15, 2015 

At Victor Valley Museum - 12:30-3:00 p.m. 
$10 admission ~~ Seating will be limited 
The presenter will be Dr. Cora Granata from the Center for 

  Oral and Public History at California State University, Fullerton. 

   Subjects covered:  
 

 Importance of oral history 

 Contacting potential interviewees  

 How to prepare an oral history 
project 

 Questions to ask 

 Recording equipment 

 Archival preservation of oral history materials 

   Send $10 to reserve a seat at the workshop to: 
 
 Rhonda Almager, VVM Facility Manager 
 Victor Valley Museum 
 11873 Apple Valley Road 
 Apple Valley CA 92308 
 

           Make check payable to "Victor Valley Museum.” Call 760-961-9343 for more info. 

Sponsored by the Mohahve Historical Society 

ORAL HISTORY 
 WORKSHOP  

Writing is not a 50-yard dash. It's a marathon. Keep yourself in shape     
so you can continue running. Without pain. Without terror.  

~~Daphne Gray-Grant the publicationcoach.com 
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 The High Desert Branch of  The California Writers Club   Presents  

 IN VIDEO FORMAT  

“SEDUCING THE VIDEO READER” 

Free Showing of the #1 Writing Video Produced By Robert Flaxman 
“Robert Flaxman is quite simply the Rolls Royce of screenplay analysts,” declared Crea-
tive Screenwriting in its “Analyzing the Script Analysts” review (Vol. 6, No. 5). Mr. Flax-
man was rated #1.  

FREE ADMISSION   ~~  DO NOT MISS THIS EVENT!  

Wednesday, January 7, 2015  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Hesperia Library Community Room  
9560 7th Avenue Hesperia, CA  

    www.hdcwc.com  

    www.creativescreenwriting.com   

         

continued from Page 4 

Okay, so he is Charles Dickens, never more handsome and alive than 
when he's performing for small groups like he did at High Desert's Branch 
of California Writers Club meeting Dec. 13. His real name is Paul Jacques 
and he takes the responsibility of acting as Dickens as an historian, per-
former, scholar, and political activist among Dickens' regular people, to the 
highest level. 

Jacques brought the life of early 1840s through 60s England into his expo-
sitions. A dedicated researcher, he's crafted more than just writing and 
reading lines from Dickens. Jacques’ romanticizing reads bring the audi-
ence the flavor of Old England. He can transport your keenest senses to 
the dirtiest warehouses filled with young waifs who are contracted child-
slave laborers, working off a family's large debt. Their only recourse is to 
give up their lives, hoping for a better future. 

Reading from several Dickens' classics, Hard Times, A Christmas Carol, 
Pickwick Papers, to name a few, Jacques explained the historical meaning 
of the day as Dickens trudged through the grimy streets and back alleys 
gathering story ideas. 

Jacques is a regular feature at Riverside's Dickens Festival, where he per-
forms environmental theater to strolling shoppers. In downtown Riverside, 
find the Main Street Pedestrian Mall between University and 10th Streets. 
His next performance is slated for the  opening February 22 at 10 am. 

Mr. Dickens, Mr. Pickwick, H.G. Wells, Edgar Allan Poe, Mark Twain, The 
Crummles Troupe, George Sand, Beatrix Potter, Mary Shelley, Jane Aus-
ten, Robert Burns, and Lady Paget Performances are slated throughout the 

day. Go to: http://www.dickensfest.com/dickens-festival-information/

dickensfest-schedule-of-events/ 

Story and Photos  
by Rusty  LaGrange 

The dickens, you say! 

Paul Jacques as Dickens 
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L.A. Writers’ Lab presents 
 

THE 90-DAY SCREENPLAY WORKSHOP 

Saturday, February 28th  

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce, Spirit River Center 

16010 Apple Valley Road, Apple Valley, CA 
 

A one-day workshop with 

ALAN WATT           
 

for writers of ALL LEVELS! 

Sponsored by 

The High Desert Branch  

of the California Writers Club 

 
 

Are you struggling to get your screenplay from your  

imagination to the page? 

Do you want to sell your script to Hollywood? 

Get fundamental tools to take your screenwriting to the next level. Struggling with:  

integrating theme character     structure   

 dialogue  

this workshop will provide a process that works 

An HDCWC event at less than half price!!  

Only $75 for the whole day! Limited Seating. Act now! 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT FOR The CWC! 

Al teaches this workshop in Los Angeles for $195/person.  

 

Novelists and memoirists are welcome to attend. “His method is always helpful and inspiring. Something I 
budget time and money for because, without fail, he helps me find the essential story and theme within the 
material. He’s my guy. If you take your career seriously, make him yours.” 

— Jessica Sharzer (writer/co-executive producer American Horror Story) 

“It is difficult to distill what Al Watt does in his workshops. He instills a fundamental knowing that we are 
uniquely qualified to tell our stories, that our conscious mind is a filter through which passes our creativity, 
and that the trick is to not let it get in the way but rather provide a structure under which we can create.” 

— Donna Powers (co-screenwriter of The Italian Job) 

 For more information, contact Bob Isbill (HDCWC Programs/Publicity)  

760.221.6367 or email risbill@aol.com.  

Visit www.hdcwc .com for more details and application. 

 

ONLY  

$ 75 

SAVE $120 OFF 

THE REGULAR 
PRICE!!!  

lawriterslab 

Imagine. Create. Transform. 

mailto:risbill@aol.com
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continued on Page 13 

Guidelines for CWC/HD 

Critique Groups 

1. Critique groups are for members of the CWC/HD 
who write regularly. Non members may observe a 
session or two as a guest, but not participate. 

2. The goal of critiquing is to improve writing abilities 
and, in most cases, ultimately publish. 

3. Membership is limited to eight members to group. 

4. Each group will decide when, where and how of-
ten to meet. The meeting place will rotate as the 
groups agrees. Meetings will last approximately two 
to three hours. Members are to bring their own wa-
ter to drink. Hosts are not expected to furnish re-
freshments. 

5. Before committing to join a critique group, mem-
bers are advised to attend and observe for one or 
two sessions to see the critique process at work. If 
groups are full, members will be placed on a waiting 
list until there are three new members ready to form 
a new group. 

6. At least one week before the critique meeting, 
each member is to e-mail their work for review. Re-
cipients should respond back when they receive the 
member’s work with quick “Got it.” 

7. The work submitted should be 3,500 words in 
length or less. If a member submits work that is 
long, the excess is not expected to be critiqued. If a 
group wants to increase or decrease the length of 
work to be submitted, it may do so by agreement 
within the group. 

8. Members will read and analyze and come pre-
pared for each session. Members are only expected 
to review the work of members in their own group. 

9. Mark it up. Feedback will be given to others in 
writing, either directly on the manuscript or, typed 
or hand-written on separate paper. 

10. Evaluate the writing, not the writer. Areas to re-
view and critique include, but are not limited to: 
character or plot development, story structure, pac-
ing, repetitiousness, clarity, dialogue, descriptions, 
or obvious errors in grammar and punctuation. Criti-
cisms should be constructive. 

11. Someone will be chosen to lead the session. 
The leader will choose one of the member’s work for 
critique. The leader will verbally give their review 
and afterwards give their hardcopy review to the au-
thor. Then, the next person will give their review of  

 

 

 

 

 

the same person’s work until  everyone has had a 
turn. This process will continue until a person has had 
their work reviewed by every other person in the 
group. 

12. When a manuscript is being critiqued, the author 
is expected to be a good listener, to not interrupt or 
become defensive. In general, the author should not 
respond until the critique is finished or unless he/she 
is asked a direct question. Members should keep in 
mind that critiques are suggestions for improving a 
writer’s work from the viewpoint of the reader. 

13. Suggestions are just that, suggestions. They 
should be considered, but do not have to be imple-
mented. In fact, some suggestions may be in direct 
conflict with each other. It will be up to the author to 
decide what works. 

14. Start - and Stop - with the Positive. When giving a 
critique, if possible, begin and end with a positive 
comment with constructive criticism in the middle. Be 
as specific as possible, keeping comments directed at 
the work itself. 

15. When reviewing someone’s work, do not try to 
rewrite that work as you would have written it. Another 
person may have a different style and a different 
voice. Offer suggestions as opinion. 

16. If the subject or genre is not your favorite, remem-
ber each writer deserves your attention to the best of 
your ability. 

17. Strive to give each member of the group equal 
time. The leader may bring a discussion to a close  if 
too much time is being taken. 

18. If you miss a critique, e-mail your comments to the 
other members ASAP, even if you need to snail mail 
or hand the person a critique at a CWC meeting. 

19. If a group finds a member is absent a lot or is not 
doing the work for whatever reason (sometimes life 
intervenes!), members are within their rights to point 
this out, discuss it and gently ask the member to step 
up their game or drop out. 

20. If a member drops out of a group for a time, that 
person is not guaranteed a spot in his or her original 
group upon return. 

21. If a member is writing a piece that is a novel or 
novella, he/she needs to stay with that group until 
they finish their manuscript. Enter the group knowing 
you are their for the long run. 

22. If you miss more than 2 consecutive times, you 
may lose your place. If you know you have to miss  
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More on Page 11 

Most people shy away from having their photo taken. 
Maybe grandmas have it easier because they love 
photos taken with their grandkids. But as an author, 
your photo could be what draws your potential reader 
to consider what's inside. It's more important than you 
think. 

Professional mug shots or head shots -- technical 
terms for a close-up -- enhance your image as a pro-
fessional author. People have studied these statistics 
for ages trying to define what makes a buyer buy, and 
a reader read. While covers remain the strong direc-
tive to a sale, the inside summaries and outside au-
thor's bio and mug shot weigh almost the same.  

Also consider that the photo gives your reader a visual 
attachment to what you are as an author. If your au-
thor photo looks blurry and unprofessional, they might 
assume that the work inside was also left unpolished. 
Are you smiling, frowning, adrift in thought, or edgy? 

1. Hire a Professional 

Invest in a professional sitting so you get the best 
exposure, lighting, and pose that is becoming of 
your look and your assets. Photographers also use 
better camera equipment than any small point-and
-shoot camera. And forget the flat tones of the 
iPhone and other convenient cameras on the mar-
ket. Even their lighting can transform your faded 
suntan or sallow complexion. You'll also be able to 
keep a high-resolution digital original that you can 
use in other PR shots, web sites, and even public-
ity shots for magazines and TV -- let's hope. 

 

2. Wardrobe Colors Shape You 

If you have a bold personality you can show it in 
the styles you choose. Try a scarf for color around 
your face and shoulders. A bold red or green 
sweater can be tempered with a pastel scarf or 
vest.  

A Quality Author Photo is  
More Than Your Image 

Barbara Kingsolver 

Toni Morrison 

Albert Camus 

Eric Carle 

Libba Bray 

Danielle Steele 

Louis L’Amour 

Andre Norton   

Anne Perry 
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wear turtlenecks just add some bling like a chain 
necklace. For men who want a professional look, try 
a suit and tie but loosen up. Instead of business-style 
go for a colorful pocket wedge and no tie. Photogra-
phers will talk you out of wearing white. Take their 
advice. Also avoid wild prints and polka dots — it 
drives the camera crazy.  

3. Consider Your Environment 

During your photo session ask to have several ver-
sions taken. If you plan ahead, you can pick out sev-
eral variations ahead of time. While indoor shots are 
always safer, take an outside shot with and without a 
background, seated and standing, jacket or sweater 
or none. Also ask for vertical and horizontal shots. 
These come in handy for alternate layouts with your 
prints and PR materials. It's also important to associ-
ate your photo to the subject you're writing about. A 
serious look for literary topics, a casual smile for oth-
ers, and even a laughing, light-hearted look for hu-
morous topics will give you a library of headshots. 

4. Always Show Some Personality 

If your smile is your best trait, be sure to show it. If 
you're a bit sassy, don’t be afraid to put your hand on 
your hip. Be who you are. Your photo is literally a 
visual representation of you, so you want to take ad-
vantage of letting your personality shine. As you can 
see in the photos represented here, many authors 
chose something personal --  a pet, a book, an 
award, a library. That decision is up to you. 

Bonus: Some Don'ts--  

Don't be afraid to break the rules, if you really 

need to.  

Don't overdo the Photo Shop trend if you 

have access to it. We all have faults and 

blemishes.  

Avoid seasonal holiday indicators because 

your book will be available all year.  

Try a generic or out-of-focus backdrop. It's 

less confusing to your prospective book 

buyer. 

(reference: Posted by Sara Chambers for She Writes network, 
December 2014) 

Continued from Page 10 

The Boiler Flash Essay Contest  ~~~    Win a Dollar a Word for Super — Short — Short Works 

The Boiler Journal challenges you to submit flash essays under 600 words. We’re open to hybrid forms of poetry, essay, and memoir. 

Two winners will receive $600 and publication in our spring issue.  Finalists will be considered for publication in our spring issue and 

other prizes. Submissions close January 15, 2015. Use the web site’s submission guidelines. A charge of $12 per each entry. 

Visit http://theboilerjournal.com/500-word-challenge/ for more information. 

A fleeting look at Christmas ... 

'Twas the Night 
By Rusty LaGrange with apologies to  

Clement Clarke Moore 

 

'Twas the night before Christmas and all 

Through the house, not a pet dog was stirring 

Not even my spouse. 

Due to a long day of shopping and avoiding the traffic, 

We had just settled down after all of the havoc. 

I could go on and on with this holiday classic 

But I think my justification for stopping is tragic -- 

You see, I've run out of time, and my patience is waning, 

My Chrismassy spirit needs mending, not delaying. 

So instead of the card and a long cheery letter 

I'll put on my nightcap and hope I sleep better. 

No need for those sugar plums  -- whatever they are. 

I'm heading to bed for a dream and a star. 

And upon the morning of Christmas Day, when all 

Of the presents are put on display. 

I'll get out my laptop and write you a story 

Of the time I refrained from all of this flurry 

And devoted a moment to the heavens on high 

Recalling the reasons of why we must try, 

And nodding my head to affirm of the truth, 

I laid my hand on top of the wreath, 

I vowed to resist the fashion of clothes, the purse of the week, 

Shoes of the bargain, furry-topped collar of the wool cardigan. 

Just knowing I have family and friends far and wide, 

Will last me the year -- and truly beyond. 

So be of good cheer this holiday season and remember the love 

... and the infinite reason. 

http://trivalleywriters.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abc8723dbe60f917548524dcb&id=938e8c512b&e=e5040b08cd
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Pedestrian Down  

By Marie Reeves 

 

Going home   

Apple Valley Road  

Car on side of road 

Wheelchair outside 

Young man outside  

Person inside  

Waiting  

Young man seeking help 

Crossed road 

We made U turn 

Came back 

Parked behind 

Man on oxygen in car 

Dialing phone 

Young man pivoted 

Saw help arrive 

Turned to come back 

Waited for one car 

Didn’t see second car 

Stepped out  

Nanosecond 

Dull heavy body THUD 

Glass shatters 

Tires screech  

Cars stop 

Ambulance called 

Young man sprawled 

Body motionless 

Person from his car 

Rushes across road 

Oxygen pack on back 

Kneels by him 

“Please breathe” 

“PLEASE BREATHE” 

“Oh, God, let him breathe” 

Three men join 

(“He’s my son”) 

Check young man 

Bleeding, head injury 

Facial injury 

Neck injury 

Semi-conscious 

Woman prays 

“Oh Lord” 

“OH LORD” 

“Please Lord” 

Crying, begging 

Sun so hot 

Dirt so dirty 

His shoes  

One farther back 

One in the gravel close 

Shoelace still tied 

Firetruck lumbers 

Paramedics here  

Start IV 

Ambulance arrives 

Moved to back board  

Treated gently 

Rear doors slammed 

Siren red lights leave 

Anguished man 

Driver of other car 

Shattered  

In need of comfort 

Pray for his peace 

Witnesses confirm 

Impossible to avoid 

A tragedy 

For which all 

Grieve 

Our CWC’s Central Board 

Searches for Web Master 
  

 The CWC is looking for our next state web-

master. Duties include: software maintenance 

of the CWC and CB Forum websites; manag-

ing the domain name license (s) and hosting 

account; changes to site branch links as di-

rected, addition or removal of special notices, 

and removal of outdated material and links as 

specified by the PR Director; regular data se-

curity, backup, archiving, and recovery; soft-

ware updates to be completed within six (6) 

months of availability; and brief quarterly writ-

ten activity reports submitted to the PR Direc-

tor. Any needed major redesigns or changes 

will be separately contracted. 

  

In terms of skills, they need somebody who 

has the ability to follow directions, to work co-

operatively with others as well as independ-

ently, the ability to solve technical problems, 

familiarity and experience with Word Press, 

general knowledge of 'Dynamic Webpage' ar-

chitecture, and familiarity with web technology 

(HTML, FTP). Experience and familiarity with 

CSS, mySql, and PHP is a plus. 

  

Contracted monthly compensation will be de-

termined based on experience, skills, and the 

Club's ability to pay. The estimated workload is 

2-4 hours per month barring (separately nego-

tiated) major upgrades. 

  

Interested web masters should contact Ray 

Malus at rmalus@roadrunner.com. They look 

forward to hearing from you.  

Deadline: February 15. 
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— Guidelines 

a couple of times, you should inform the leader of 
your group that you won't be attending. If you miss a 
meeting after that, then you may lose your place. 

23. If your group submits work ahead of time by e-
mail, don't revise and send again before the group 
meets. 

24. If you leave the group and want to come back, 
you will need to wait until there's an opening. 

25. We ask that you stay objective. Not all pieces will 
come to the same conclusions, use the language you 
would use, or express your religious, political or other 
viewpoints. 

26. Do not ask the host or hostess of the group to 
resolve conflicts you have with someone else's writ-
ing or personality. Deal with the person one-on-one, 
respectfully. 

27. Only unpublished work should be submitted. If it's 
been published, self or traditionally, online or off, that 
piece has a seal of approval and you should submit 
new or old unpublished work. 

(guidelines provided by Critique Chairs: Marilyn King and 
Mary Langer Thompson) 

continued from Page 9 

January 10, 2015 Guest Speaker is Tom Saw-
yer. He will discuss TV & Film writing techniques 
that will make you a better storyteller: From creating 
protagonists we root for, to enigmatic bad guys, to 
“writing to the money,” and more – non-theory 
stuff every writer should have in the bank. 

Novelist, screenwriter, playwright, Tom was Head 
Writer/Showrunner of the classic 
CBS series, Murder, She Wrote, for 
which he wrote 24 episodes. Edgar 
& Emmy-nominated, Tom has sold 
then written 9 TV series pilots, 100 
episodes - both comedy and drama. 
He has been Head Writer/
Showrunner or Producer/Story Edi-
tor on 15 network TV series. Tom is co-librettist/
lyricist of JACK, a Musical Drama about John F. 
Kennedy, that has been performed to acclaim in the 
US and Europe. 
 
His first novel: the bestselling conspiracy thriller 
about the JFK assassination, The Sixteenth Man. 
Tom's second thriller, the bestselling No Place to 
Run, deals with the conspiracy behind 9/11.  

MORE ABOUT OUR GUEST SPEAKER —  

    TOM SAWYER 

I have always been a storyteller. I dreamed that 

someday I would see my book on a shelf in the store 

or in someone’s home. And it wasn’t until I joined the 

California Writers Club, that I had the privilege of 

seeing my dream come true. But that didn’t happen 

until I joined a critique group. And, in May of 2012, I 

saw my first title, The Winds of Grace, in print. 

In August 2009,  HDCWC members decided to form a 

critique group. We held it in my home, and once 

every two weeks up to nine members filled my living 

room. At first we were putting feelers out, trying to 

figure out the best way to go about critiquing each 

others' work. Today, you can look up guidelines for 

critique groups in the club’s website. (Guidelines be-

gin on Page 9 in this issue) 

Think about how your home critique group works: 

1. Learn accountability: The most important part of 

the group is having something written to share every 

session. Having a set date to meet will help you mas-

ter procrastination. 

2. Show up, write, share: Creating the perfect com-

plement of writers is not always easy. You have to 

choose to work at it. Be committed to writing, getting 

published, and helping others do the same thing. The 

guidelines should be simple: Show up, bring some-

thing to work on, and share what you’ve learned. 

3. Taking criticism can be tough: Bring what you 

hope is your best work. Sometimes you will feel the 

pain and wonder, "Why didn’t I see that?" What do 

you do when you totally disagree with the critique? 

Or as in some cases, you’re sick and tired of rewrit-

ing and never feeling your work is good enough. We 

each are hoping, wanting, dreaming, someone is go-

ing to say, “This is the best story I've ever read.” And 

instead they say, “This still needs work.” 

What you need to know is that your writing is not 

you. Your stories come from you, but they are not 

you. Be willing to give critiques and take them with-

out emotional involvement. Then, you too, will learn 

Iron Sharpens Iron. Go get ‘em! 

Iron  

Sharpens 

Iron 
By Marilyn King 
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HDCWC Books 

RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor Notes From the Editor --- 
New hope and inspirations are always the new signposts to a new 
adventure. What’s yours? Have a new book in the works, new strat-
egy for marketing? Happy New Year for whatever your ambitious 
project may be. Sharing with other authors and experienced mar-
keters is the best way to make new friendships in our branch. 

 

As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please.  

February’s deadline: Jan. 23rd. March’s deadline is Feb. 23rd 

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.    

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
The Inkslinger is always available on our 
www.hdcwc.com Newsletter Page, includ-
ing archived back issues. Missed a copy 
or just want to check on the HDCWC 
past history? We've made it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. CWC Branch The Inkslinger newsletter 
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