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When a local author begins to 
gain exposure and becomes a 
popular guest speaker in our 
desert communities, we can’t 
help but show off the fact that 
she is a member of HDCWC. 
Hazel Stearns will be our 
guest speaker Feb. 13 during 
our regular meeting at the 
Community Church at Jess 
Ranch on Apple Valley Road. 
The event is free and the pub-
lic is welcome to attend. Invite 
a guest to come along. GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Point of View 

~~ Dwight Norris 

I f you’ve been around the HDCWC for a while, you’ve 
probably heard of the merits of attending a critique 

group, how that if you want to really improve your writ-
ing, you should get involved in one. Yet, the very first 
time a new writer receives a head-on critique, it may feel 
like getting hit in the face with a bucket of water. So how 
does one survive, and even thrive in an active critique 
group? The answer is in the water. 

F irst, develop a sense of humor. You may have heard of 
my classic gaff where I had my coal miner, Johnny 

McCarthy, testing the temperature of the bath water with 
his toe, and when it was just right, he cast off his boots and 
jumped into the tub. When my faulty sequence was re-
vealed, I just laughed. How could I have done that? 

B ut most of the time, our writing is personal and seri-
ous, and it’s not always easy to shrug off criticism 

with a chuckle. My mom liked it, and so did my best 
friend, so how could these new people in this group not 
see the brilliance of my work?  

T he people in your critique group are there to improve 
their writing too. To the extent of their experience and 

expertise, they may have insights that will help you. But 
probably none teach writing in college and some may be 
more of a novice than you are. They may not have a lot of 
experience with your genre. They may not understand your 
point of view, or your intentions, or where you’re going 
with this book. So don’t take it too seriously. As a little 
time passes, you will learn more about each member and 
temper your reaction. 

C onsider also that every critique you hear may not be 
accurate. Don’t argue. Don’t run away. Don’t get de-

fensive and fight back. And above all, don’t quit the cri-
tique group and don’t stop writing. Calm down, and re-
ceive each critique in silence, with grace, gratitude, and 
thoughtful consideration.  

W hen the bucket of water hits us, the water is the part 
that is frivolous and misinterpreted. We need to let it 

pass. If the water was river-water, it probably had a little  

How to Thrive in a Critique Group 

 

sand in the bottom too, 
which got in our eyes. It 
is the irritation and an-
noyance of an attack that 
is misguided and feels 
personal. We’ll have to 
blink and work that out. 
But somewhere at the 
bottom of that bucket 
may be a tiny nugget of 

gold. It is for that truth that we came to the critique group, 
and that makes us a better writer. We just need to manage 
the water! 

Our Own Local Author 

To Speak This Saturday 

Continued on Page 2 

Hazel Stearns 
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HD CWC  Meets at Jess Ranch 

Meeting Reminder: 
 

Deadline for advertising submissions for 
the August issue is Friday, July 29, 2016. 

Capacity for advertising will be determined 
by the Editor-in-Chief. In case we receive 

more ads than can be accommodated, 
submitters will be notified of the option to 

reserve space in the next issue.    

Checks or money orders made payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads,  

must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin Marketing Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Be Seen in CWC The Bulletin; 

Gain Statewide Advertising  

 

HDCWC will continue holding its future 
meetings from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Community Church at Jess Ranch lo-
cated at 11537 Apple Valley Road. Our 
next meeting is Feb.13. 

Directions to the Church’s meeting 
room: the Church is located on Apple 
Valley Rd. less than a mile south of Bear 
Valley Rd., past Town Center Drive, on the 
right-hand side. It’s one of the first large 
buildings in the Jess Ranch complex and 
has the first driveway access off the road. 

    ~~The Editor 

 

Stearns, author of Shaping Kate, is a resident of 
Hesperia and grew up in the 1950s in the High De-
sert. Shaping Kate is a memoir about those times in 
the earlier years of her life in Hesperia when the 
town boasted 325 residents. Her book invokes 
memories of the 1950s, when times were simpler, 
and highlights the lessons that shaped a young 
girl's values. 

Though rich in local history, Shaping Kate brings 
back memories and methods familiar to any small 
town in America in the mid-20th century. The author 
has also had several columns in recent weeks remi-
niscing about her memories of an earlier Hesperia. 
She will talk about how she wrote her book, what 
she would never do again, and how she would do it 
differently if she were just beginning today. 

She is very active in the High Desert Branch and 
credits them for the motivation to complete her 
book. Shaping Kate is available at the library and on 
Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com. 

For more information about the California Writers 
Club, visit www.hdcwc.com. 

Continued from Page 1 

     New for this year is a feature by our Mem-
bership Chair and Table Greeter Anita 
Holmes, who will give us updates on the sta-
tus of changes to memberships. 
     It's just January, but we already have a 
membership status change.  High Desert 
branch member Mary DeSantis has moved 
from Associate Member to Active Member. 
Way to go, Mary! 
 
As mentioned in the December 2015 Inksling-
er, anyone interested in finding out how to 
change from an Associate to an Active Mem-
ber can contact Anita Holmes, HDCWC Branch 
Membership Chair at: PennedByAnita 
@outlook.com (You can also phone her, text 
her, or contact her at the meeting - She's the 
registration table gal). 

It’s important to change your status to Active 
when you qualify. We must maintain a 51% 
minimum in Active members for the charter. 

Your Membership: 

Are You Striving for  

Active Status? 
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HDCWC ReelWriters Announce  

Screenwriting Workshop 

  

Mary DeSantis, award-winning screenwriter 
and co-chair of the ReelWriters, announced a 
monthly workshop that will take place begin-
ning in February on the last Monday of the 
month hosted by MaryRuth Hughes. 

The program, implementing the teachings of 
Syd Field, screenwriting Guru, will offer  in-
structions and motivational material including 
exercises to be done “in class” and at home. 

The goal of the course of study is to work 
through and complete individual screenplays 
by each member during the 11-month pro-
gram. 

The sessions are scheduled for 7:00 to 8:30 
pm. For more information and the location of 
MaryRuth Hughes' home, contact Mary De-
Santis at reelwriters@outlook.com. 

Boyish Charm 
                           by fumi-tome ohta  

 

Mon Ami was a pretty mallard duck.  

Mon Ami had many suitors but she found many of them 
without gentlemanly courtesies.   

On this particular morning, I happened to be walking 
along the lake and saw Mon Ami sitting in the middle of 
the lake humming to herself and preening her brownish 
feathers.  

"Bon jour, Mon Ami," I greeted her a good morning.   

"Bon Jour, Karen, comment allez vous?” (How are 
you?)  

"Merci et vous?"  (fine thanks and you?)  

"Comme si, comme ce,"  so-so I answered. 

 As we were greeting each other I saw a handsome 
mallard duck swimming toward Mon Ami.  Mon Ami saw 
him too but tossed her head to yet another suitor with ill 
manners.  

I stood at the edge of the lake and watched him swim 
toward Mon Ami in a direct line without ever taking his 
eyes off of her spellbinding beauty.  

"Humph," Mon Ami said as she looked every which way 
except in his direction even though her eyes followed 
him coyly with slight curiosity.  

I watched with fascination at what was unfolding. The 
young mallard whose name Mon Ami would later find 
out to be Put-Put was named by his father who couldn't 
quite grasp the sound of what his son was making as 
he copied the noise of a motorboat.  His father soon 
gave up in exasperation as well as pressure exerted by 
his wife who wanted a name for their son before the 
next migration.  

I watched the scenario of Romeo and Juliet unfold as 
Put-Put went into Phase 2 of his first ever courtship.    

The word fascinating keeps coming to mind but it 
was…it was fascinating…to watch Put-Put woo over 
Mon Ami without him having to resort to the more direct 
yet rather 'cut and dry' approach of going face-to-face 
and saying, "You wanna be my friend?"  

Put-Put's creative ace-up-his-sleeve was to swim round 
and round Mon Ami. He swam close to the surface of 
the water with his chest down, neck and head extend-
ed, and his mouth making sounds and bubbles like a 
motorboat.  

I thought, how clever!  

After two large circles around her, Mon Ami was capti-
vated and was now quite taken with this young man 

with the motorboat mouth. On his third circumfer-
ence around the lake, Mon Ami could not contain 
herself. She was now fluttering about in place 
showing her pure joy and exuberance at Put-
Put's boyish charm.   

Having won Mon Ami's heart, Put-Put then swam 
off toward the other end of the lake to wait for her 
amongst the serenity of the reeds while still mak-
ing motorboat sounds with his chest and lips to 
the surface of the water…swimming away with 
Mon Ami following close behind.   

I watched them leave creating those 'V's upon the 
surface of the water.  I couldn't stop cheering Put-
Put's creative endeavors. So that's the secret to 
boy-girl relationships, pliable lips and motorboat 
sounds.   

              HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY 

SEE WORKSHOP FLYER ON PAGE 5 
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A panel of authors from the High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club will present their forum on writ-
ing and publishing at the Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce 16010 Apple Valley Road on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9 at 11:00 a.m. 

The panel includes Paranormal/Horror writ-
ers and owners of Nevermore Enterprises, 
Roberta Smith and Michael Raff; prizewin-
ning screenwriter, Mary DeSantis; histori-
cal novelist MaryRuth Hughes; novelist and 
HDCWC President Dwight Norris, and 
2014 California Senior Poet Laureate, 
Mary Langer Thompson. Bob Isbill will 
moderate. 

The panel, designed to provide diversity of 
creative writing, will talk about their varying 
approaches to the craft of writing, and the 
special way they market their products.  

This will be the fourth panel presentation 
by the HDCWC. Moderator Bob Isbill cred-
its the idea evolving from an exchange of 
thoughts on the CWC Central Board Forum 
where the format of the panel came from 
former CWC Mt. Diablo Central Board Rep-
resentative Judith Marshall. 

Panel of HDCWC Authors to Speak at AV Chamber Feb. 9th 

Top: (l to r) MaryRuth Hughes, Dwight Norris, Mary Langer 
Thompson. Bottom: (l to r) Roberta Smith, Michael Raff, Mary 
DeSantis, & Bob Isbill. 

    Starting off the New Year with a bang, 
Anita Holmes hosted two salons at her 
home. She presented great ideas on or-
ganization and goal setting. Discussed 
during the salon were aspects of the most 
importance of last year, what the next year 
will be about, letting go of expectations, 
and daring to dream big.  

     Look for more salons for personal goal-
setting and self-improvement topics. 

Holmes Hosts Topics for  

Goal Setting for New Year  

In Her Home Salon 

According to studies -- 

Creative types take in data and then 

play around with it, too. They chal-

lenge the source, twist the meaning, 

look for metaphors and comparisons, 

and link time-tested ideas into some-

thing new. That’s when the real magic 

happens. 

Dickens Faire 
RETURNS TO RIVERSIDE 

M ark ye Calendars 
for the Dickens 

Festival February 27th & 28th. 

G ather ye friends, dress 
in Victorian attire, and 

carpool to the annual event. 

G o online to see events 
schedule, times loca-

tions and entry prices. 

www.dickensfest.com 

Dickens 

Invites  

You! 
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HDCWCC  SCREENWRITING  
WORKSHOP  Dates 
This course will run for a minimum of eleven months 

– February thru December 2016. 

  

Fourth Monday of each month (with the exception of December): 

February 22     March 28     April 25     May 23     June 27 

July 25        August 22     September 26     October 24 

November 28     December 19 (this is the 3rd Monday of Dec.) 

 
  

CLASS TIME 
7:00 PM - 8:30 pm 

  

  

MATERIALS  REQUIRED 
• 2 writing notebooks (1 for taking notes and 1 for home-

work assignments) 

• Pens 

• 3”x5” index cards – a minimum of 60 will be needed. 

• A STORY IDEA. 

 Students will create individual screenplays over the course of 
this workshop. Students may collaborate on a screenplay. 
Students may adapt a novel or short story as long as they 
own the copyright to the work being adapted or the work is in 
the public domain. 

  

  
  

sign up BY 
FEBRUARY 15, 2016 

  

Mary DeSantis 

reelwriter@outlook.com 

  

  

  

This is a 

F R E E 

  
course offered only to members of 

the High Desert branch of the   
California Writers Club. 

  

Join today! WWW.HDCWC.COM 

Topics  covered 
• Screenplay Formatting 

• Screenplay Structure 

• Action 

• Character Development 

• Dialog 

• Writing a First Draft 

• Re-writing and Polishing 

• Loglines, Synopses, Treatments, 
Query Letters 

• Copyrighting Screenplays 

• Table Reads of Student Scripts 
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It's just January, but we already have a membership status change.  High Desert branch member Mary DeSantis has 
moved from Associate Member to Active Member. Way to go, Mary! 
 
As mentioned in the December 2015 Inkslinger, anyone interested in finding out how to become an Active Member 
can contact Anita Holmes, HDCWC Branch Membership Chair at: PennedByAnita@outlook.com (You can also phone 
her, text her, or contact her at the meeting - She's the registration table gal).   

Upgrades New in 2016 Focus for Writing Status 

SHARE THE DATE 
We now have an online calendar of HDCWC related Events! 
Check it out! 
Keep Up With What's Going On at the HDCWC 
http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html  

     We regret to inform you that we recently learned of the passing of Norm Goyer, 89, former HDCWC mem-
ber who was a World War II Aviation Naval veteran and former editor of ten international aviation publica-
tions. 
     Goyer, author of more than 500 published articles and 200 cover photos, won the Golden Mic award for 
his coverage of the Kennedy airplane crash in 1999, and twice won Best TV Commercial, Northeast Division. 
He had sold and published several books. During his last decade of life, he was writing two columns a week 
for Internet newsletters.   
     He left the High Desert Branch for the best of reasons: he couldn't come to our Saturday meetings be-
cause he was on deadline! He loved swimming, photography, aviation and writing about airplanes and flying. 
Norm was creator of the     Website “Photo Quest” contest for the best photograph of the month. 
     Norm had, in his youth, been a student of Walt Whitman at Dartmouth University, and even ran his own 
TV show for ten years. He was a guest speaker of the HDCWC who taught about query letters, among other 
topics, and willingly shared his on-the-job experiences and tips for writing and getting things done. Norm was 
a resident of Apple Valley. His articles and books are available online.  
     We are grateful to have had you among us, Norm. Thanks for all the contributions you made to our 
Branch, and to our civilization. 

Remembering Norm Goyer 

 Isbill Appointed to Director of Advertising and Promotions  

Without objection, President David George created a new Central Board commit-
tee called, Advertising and Promotion, and named High Desert Central Board 
Rep, Bob Isbill as Chair of this new committee and Director of Club Advertising 
and Promotion. 

“It was Bob’s idea to raise additional revenue for the State Treasury through a 
nominal submission fee for our annual Literary Review,” said George. “That fee 
has contributed an additional $1,400+ to help balance our budget at the State 
level. Bob plans to expand the acquisition of ads and sponsored promotions to 
the next Lit Review. The Club has long sought a Rep (or member) who had the 
initiative and know-how to go after significant revenues via mission-consistent 
advertisements,” noted George. 

Joyce Krieg and Bob Isbill 

http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
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Local Elementary School HDCWC Member Fund-raising for Newborn Babies 

In a recent fund-raising promotion, the Victorville 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers partnered with King-
ston Elementary and donated 20 percent of all sales 
using a special promo code for the project.  

The Kingston Elementary School, in Hesperia 
launched the program, “New Books for Newborns.” 
The idea, originating in the school’s Gifted/
Enrichment Program, was to collect new baby books, 
put them in gift bags, and deliver them to local Labor 
and Delivery Departments in our High Desert hospi-
tals. Each bag contains a brochure explaining the 
importance of reading to newborns.   

According to teacher and CWC member Mike Apo-
daca, babies who are read to daily do better in 
school. They start school with a larger vocabulary. 
They understand directions and the concepts they 
are being taught. They communicate better with their 
peers and work better in groups. The first five years is when their brains grow the most. The project partici-
pants want to help new moms capitalize on this important time. National studies have supported this idea for 
years, and the County Schools program First 5 stress the early reading concept. 

Kingston teachers were able to man a table in the local Barnes & Noble Booksellers store to talk to customers 
about the importance of reading to kids. The response was overwhelming. The money donated by Barnes 
and Noble will be used to buy more books for the newborns. Over a hundred books have already been deliv-
ered to local hospitals and hundreds more will be coming soon. 

In the first year of the program, hundreds of books were given away. No one receives any remuneration for 
any aspect of this program. All volunteers contribute their time with no reimbursement. One hundred percent 
of all proceeds goes into buying books for the newborns. The New Books for Newborns program is an annual 

effort to make a difference with local families.  

Apodaca said the next Barnes & Noble Booksellers Book Fair Promotion is 
scheduled for the period of February 20th to 25th. All purchases made in any 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers store in the United States including Hawaii and 
Alaska, or online at www.BN.com using the promo code will count towards 
Barnes & Noble contributing 20% of 
those sales to the cause. The pro-
mo code to use between February 
20 and 25 is #11792371.  

The organization is not asking for 
money; only to mention the special 
promo code when buying books 
from Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
during that period. When making 
purchases online at www.BN.com, 
participants should set up a free 
Barnes & Noble account including a 
credit card and then, when making 
an online purchase, enter the exact 
promo code #11792371 accurately 
to ensure proper purchase credit. 

The local Parrot Head Club donated $300 to the program. For more infor-
mation, or to find out how to make a direct contribution, contact Apodaca.  
Email him at mrdaca.ma@gmail.com. 

Apodaca and hospital staff person 

Volunteers with Mike Apodaca 

CWC member Mike Apodaca mans a booth at B&N 

Early Learners Grow When Read to Daily  
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What You Missed 

Photos & Text by Rusty LaGrange 

Corey Lynn Fayman 

If there’s a “gumshoe” in you and your inner detective is itching to get out 
with a series of “who dunnits”, take a few pointers from our guest speaker 
from January’s meeting, Corey Lynn Fayman. Other than writing a good sto-
ry with tight plot lines and character arcs, you’ll need to 
keep an eye on your colorful characters, extensive time-
lines, and the nuances of each scene that make the story 
come to life.  

If you don’t know your characters intimately, then you will 
have those moments when the reader becomes confused 
wondering who certain people are in the story. 

Corey has created a serial where his main character is 
full of quirky attitudes with just a many quirky friends and 
people he relies on. 

“As soon as you lose track, your readers will know some-
thing is not right,” Corey said. Use what ever tools are 
good for you and refer to them often to allow yourself the 
fun of writing the plot without a character interfering.  

Develop a Character Bible 
One trick is to keep a detailed 
book or index cards with specific 
character development while the 
story is coming to life and once 
it’s complete. A serial treatment 
only comes along once and 
you’ll want to keep particular 
traits and details under control. 
Corey recommends knowing 
voice, habits, color of eyes and 
hair, speech patterns and cloth-
ing preferences, plus how each 
interact with the others. 

Corey and his wife Marie 

COREY LYNN FAYMAN 

Award-winning mystery author 
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High Desert Branch of Cali-
fornia Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official 
monthly publication for members 
of California Writers Club — High 
Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is 
copyrighted ©2016 by California 
Writers Club and may not be re-
produced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under indi-
vidual bylines do not necessarily 
represent an official position of, 
or endorsement by, High Desert 
members or California Writers 
Club. The Inkslinger  is published 
monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 
18, Suite 430, PM Box 281, Apple 
Valley, CA 92307. Web page 
www.HDCWC.com 

Members of the High Desert Branch of the 
California Writers Club will attend and speak to 
members of the California Association of Teachers 
of English (CATE) on February 20, during the annu-
al convention held this year at the Hilton/Orange 
County in Costa Mesa. 

CATE is a non-profit organization promoting 
communication, collaboration, and educational 
knowledge among all responsible for teaching Eng-
lish and the language arts. The theme of this year's 
convention is “Inspiring Literate Lives.” Hundreds of 
teachers of English across the state are 
expected to attend. 

HDCWC President Dwight Nor-
ris, 2014 Project Director Mary Langer 
Thompson, 2013 Project Director Bob 
Isbill, and Educational Coordinator/
Teacher Charlotte Wilmeth-Street will 
present the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project to 
CATE attendees. 

 The HDCWC has twice gone into the local 
Academy for Academic Excellence, taught Advance 
Placement students memoir writing and coupled stu-
dents with senior citizens to interview and write their 
stories so that those tales will not be lost. Both pro-
jects involved about one hundred students, senior 
citizens and dozens of CWC volunteers resulting in 
the editing and publication of two anthologies. Upon 

graduation, the students became published authors 
before attending college. 

Part of the program includes scholarship 
awards to top-placing students judged to have writ-
ten the best stories, having twice been sponsored 
by the Central Board of the century-old nonprofit 
California Writers Club.  

The DCB Memoir Project's anthologies, edit-
ed by HDCWC's Jenny Margotta and published by 
Roberta Smith, titled Let It Be Recorded... A Collec-
tion of Memoirs and All Our Yesterdays may be pur-
chased on Amazon.com. All proceeds from the sale 
of these books and any private donations are dedi-
cated to sustaining the ongoing project. 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Hilton / Orange County in Costa Mesa 

Memoir Projects Get 

Center Stage at CATE 
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by Mary Langer Thompson 

Why should writers write book reviews? I’ve dis-
covered a surprising number of benefits: 

1. Writing, Reading, Thinking Practice: When we 
write, we need to think of our reader and when we 
read, we are having a mental conversation with a 
writer, so your book review will be a response to 
what you’ve read, which is a high form of thinking. 
As writers we pay closer attention anyway to eve-
rything we read, so why not put your thoughts in 
writing? I recently learned that to exercise your 
brain, reading a book summary is better than 
reading the newspaper in the morning. So why not 
be the writer of that summary, plus express your 
opinion? Have writer’s block? Start reading. 

2. Connections: If you read books in the genre in 
which you’re writing or thinking about writing, you 
might even find a publisher for your book. I review 
books for Middleweb.com, an educational online 
magazine. When my first review was posted (with 
by-line and picture), I found the author and told 
him I had enjoyed reviewing his book. We are now 
friends on Facebook. I looked at the publisher’s 
name and asked my new friend what it was like 
working with this tradi-
tional publisher. He gave 
me a first name, and 
said he was “great to 
work with.” I contacted 
the publisher and he 
said I sounded like I 
would be good to work 
with as well, and he’s 
now reading my outline. 
I have corresponded 
with some famous au-
thors this way, too. Most 
authors are friendly and 
accessible, especially 
after you have thorough-
ly reviewed their work. What if your review is not 
that favorable? As writers, we know how hard it is 
to write a book in the first place, so always find 
some positive things to say. You have to be hon-
est, but then only you can decide whether or not 
you want to start a conversation about the book. I 
only contact the authors of my most positive re-
views, and not just because I want something in 
return, but because I know how sensitive we all 
are about our own work. Every once in a while one 
of these authors will contact me to write a blurb for 
a new book or to write another review. 

 

Build Up Your Platform with Book Reviews 

 

3. Publication: A book review is a publication 
which will show up in Google. I once had a two 
hour phone conversation with a publisher, and 
although she passed on my memoir, she said “I 
was going to dismiss you right off, but then I 
googled you and saw how much writing you’ve 
done. Some of those entries were book reviews. 
Also, you can easily share  reviews on other so-
cial media (Twitter, FB, Pinterest). 

 Create More Sales 

You can publish your reviews on Amazon and 
Goodreads, which are good places to start and 
may even create more sales for writers, but there 
are also other venues. I applied to review for both 
Middleweb and San Diego Book Review. Both 
have strict guidelines in terms of number of words 
and what to include, so if you aren’t sure how to 
write a book review, following guidelines will be a 
good learn-by-doing exercise.  

Keep a  Book as Payment 

Some want personal anecdotes or examples. 
Others want you to stay objective and not use “I.” 
Don’t forget to read other reviews as models. I 
never read a review about the book I’m reviewing 
because I don’t want to even unintentionally pla-
giarize. They may edit your review or send it back 
for revisions, so you are working with profession-
als. With both of these venues, I choose the book
(s) I want to review, they send them, and I get to 
keep the book as payment.  

Some are expensive. If it’s a book I like but won’t 
be returning to, I pass it on to someone who can 
use it and tell them they might want to write a re-
view to help out another writer. You can also ap-
ply to San Diego Book Review to write for pay. 
Also know that whether for pay or not, most of 
those asking for reviews have deadlines. Don’t 
make yourself crazy and get too many. 

 Write 
Reviews 
That Help 
Your  

Skills 
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Welcome to Social Media MoJo. I’m your social media 
ninja, navigating you through the cyber-world with all its 
twists, turns, and rabbit holes.  

This month’s topic: The Buzzing Be’s. 

Here’s a short list of social media behaviors that can help 
draw people into your hive and create some positive buzz 
for you and your books. 

1. Use your (key) words. Ask yourself: Who will my audi-
ence be? When you post online, direct some of the con-
versation to their attention. Writing a cookbook? Use 
#recipe. Quote a sentence or two from your manuscripts 
or reference a character trait. Your hive will fly to your side 
and bring friends with them. 

2. Connection is a two-way conduit. The Three R’s: 
Reach, Respond, Reply. Whether it’s a like, share, or 
comment, your swarm is more likely to help create a buzz 
if they know they’re appreciated. Keep the honey flowing.  

3. Forget you’re a writer who needs readers. You are also 
a person, pet owner, coffee drinker, snowboarder, check-
ers champion. Whatever other things that go into making 
you you, don’t forget that your readers are also multifacet-
ed. An honest online relationship is more than just market-
ing. Share those bits and bites of your life, and the next 
time one of your bees posts about their day, simply sup-
port them. They’ll think of you sweetly. 

4. Share the sweet struggles. Writing isn’t always easy. 
Take your swarm on the journey with you. It’s okay to ad-
mit writer’s block or a belligerent character. Those behind-
the-scenes moments are the extras readers like to experi-
ence with you. Just make sure you put your stinger away 
when venting.  

5. Share the sweetness. Writing is a beautiful adventure. 
Give your swarm a reason to spread the buzz and share 
the honey. Offer freebies and discounts on your books. 
Swarm Swag like bookmarks and free downloads are ter-
rific gifts to say thanks to those hard worker bees who 
spread the word for you. 

Next time we’ll share tips on email etiquette. Until then,  

~ Happy writing.  

Jo 

 Social Media 

Mo by Molly Jo       
Realy 

"AN AFTERNOON WITH  

SARA KARLOFF" 

PRESENTED BY 

NEVERMORE ENTERPRISES 
If you missed "An 
Afternoon with Sara 
Karloff," last Decem-
ber 13th at the Holi-
day Inn, you missed 
an extremely enter-
taining, enlightening 
event. For over a 
year, Roberta Smith 
and Michael Raff, co
-founders of Never-
more Enterprises, 
and two longtime 
HDCWC members, had been in contact with the 
only child of late horror icon, Boris Karloff. The 
much beloved actor is most famous for his tragic 
portrayal of the Frankenstein Monster, not to 
mention the original Mummy and countless other 
roles. Since Sara is always booked during the 
Halloween season, and couldn't attend Smith 
and Raff's Horror Book Festival, it was Sara who 
suggested this particular event. 

A wealth of information about her celebrated fa-
ther, Sara presented rarely seen home movies, 
which included Karloff made up as the monster, 
mugging for the camera. If this wasn't enough, 
she also presented some amazing highlights of 
his five decade long career, and his last televised 
interview. A highly informative question and an-
swer period concluded the event.  

Guests were able to hold Karloff's only Emmy 
that he won 
for his role in 
the animated 
TV classic 
"How the 
Grinch Stole 
Christmas." 
Also, availa-
ble were auto-
graphed pic-
tures and 
books. 
Guests could 
even be photo-
graphed with a repli-
ca of the Frankenstein Monster.  

The event was emceed by HDCWC's own presi-
dent, Dwight Norris, who did a fantastic job. This 
was definitely not a horror event, but a retrospect 
of a very talented actor and gentleman.     

Sara Karloff with Smith 
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A Reminder for Advertising  
Opportunities  

Available in The Bulletin 
Promote Your Book to 2,000 Readers 
    The first 2016 issue of the new electronic 

CWC Bulletin will be coming out in February. 

The next deadline for submitting advertising is 

July 29, 2016. 

    This is a way for CWC members, authors, 

and guest speakers to reach a large targeted au-

dience of writers in a state-wide publication that 

goes out to nearly 2,000 writers. 

The cost is very reasonable: Just $35 for a 2x3.5 

business card size ad; a 3x5 Index Card size for 

just $60, and a 5x7 for $90. Full details can be 

obtained by visiting http://calwriters.org/

advertising-in-the-bulletin/  PayPal is now 

available, too.            

If you have a book or writing service to pro-

mote, hesitate no longer! The Bulletin is an ex-

traordinary way to get the word out to others 

with an interest in writing, publishing, and mar-

keting. 

Karen Ohta 

Receives Cash 
Award for Quality 
Submissions to 
The Inkslinger 

during 2015  

Photo by  

Steve Marin 

Phone Calls 
 

      by fumi-tome ohta 

 

When “kiddo” was little  

     she used to call me whenever she got to her 
destination 

when kiddo got older and on her own 

   she used to call me when she got home 

kiddo has a family all her own 

    about those phone calls… 

     she doesn't do either. 

 

I told my husband about those phone calls from 
kiddo that I was missing  

out of my life. 

He would avert his eyes from the newspaper and 
look at me through the top of his glasses and say, 
‘Ijyanai.'   

Loosely translated from the Japanese 'iijyanai' 
means, 'what the heck, it's okay, isn't it?' 

 

I would then look at him with that certain look he 
knows so well and I  

would repeat back to him.  "Iijyanai?  You think it’s 
iijyanai?" 

 

Lines would furrow across his forehead and he 
would gulp as if life, as he knew it, had been sucked 
out of him as he turned an unbecoming  

shade of gray.  It would be then that he would know 
immediately that he  

had said the wrong thing  

and life would be miserable for him  

for quite a while.                                                                                                        

“I do not over-intellectualize the produc-
tion process. I try to keep it simple: Tell 
the damned story.” 
  —Tom Clancy, WD  

http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
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A Personal Note: 

Thank you so much to all 
of my writer friends who 
sent condolences. It’s 
been a difficult time for 
me and my family in Tex-
as. 

I’m back in California 
and ready to be your His-
torian for 2016. 

~~  Angie Horn 

News You Can Use 

Your Central Board members and 
branch reps can now have live confer-
ence calls online. The CB has pur-
chased a subscription to 
“GoToMeeting.com.” 

This enhancement will allow fast and 
current topics to be discussed without 
calling for a special meeting or semi-
annual meeting for business exchanges. 

SUCH A DEAL ! ! 
Any branch who generates the most advertising 
revenue in the next issue of Literary Revue will 
win a 5x7 ad to use as they wish in The Bulletin. 

 ¥Give it away as a gift 

 ¥Make an “Opportunity Drawing” of it 

 ¥Award the ad as a writing prize 

 ¥Other ideas? 

Deadline for the new Lit Review ads is May 1st. 

Please remember that when submitting items 
to The Bulletin that they must be from mem-
bers’ branch reps and not generated as a 
news release or a book promo or  commer-
cial-based. 

Our content is for the membership to become 
aware of what happens in other branches. 

Share an idea that can be replicated! 

   Our next meeting’s 
guest speaker for 

March will be Lee Ann 
Krusemark, a specialist 

in publisher relation-
ships. She knows book 

deals and how to  
negotiate. 

Our May meeting will NOT be held 
at the church but at  Hazel Stearns 
home in Hesperia. Only members 
will be allowed to attend at this 
venue. 

While plans are not finalized as yet, 
you might see networking breakout 
groups, “Round Robin” discussions 
or even a mini- workshop. 

Same time and date is scheduled. 
More information to come. 

June’s regular meeting returns to 
Jess Ranch Church.  

§ Mark ye Calendars for the Dickens 
Festival February 27th & 28th. 

   Due to limited parking, you may try carpool-
ing and ride with someone. Check with Dwight 
as he helps match carpool riders with Satur-
day or Sunday events. 

 

 World Book Night contin-
ues locally with Mary Langer Thompson 
heading the group of volunteers to pro-

mote free books to those who  
don’t have  

good access to quality books. 
  Donate one of your own self-published 
 books to a good cause for their     

Barnes & Noble booth 

April 23rd 
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Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   Sa-
lons coordinator with some great ideas. 

Email  her at   

LoralieKay@aol.com 

 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by 
Students 

~~ Anthologies For 
Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the Dor-
othy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

If you haven’t taken a tour through the SoCalWrit-
ersShowcase.com website, it’s time to be reintro-
duced. This invitation is from Donna McCrohan 
Rosenthal who leads the Showcase and has 
been known to track down writers of merit to add 
variety to those pages. Only vetted works can en-
ter Showcase.      

 “Interestingly, your branch has provided a lot for 
Showcase,” says Donna, “but it's because I see 
things in your newsletter then contact the people 
behind them, then get their permission to 
post.  But HD branch members in general should-
n't be intimidated. It represents an opportunity to, 
in a sense, blog without having to create a per-
sonal blog. I love, for instance, the fact that it has 
an Essays feature. There are no markets for es-
says these days, so no opportunity to do opinion 
pieces. Also, it gives writers a way to get their 
names out and reach a wider audience. If they 
write something that indirectly promotes their 
work, it's more publicity - e.g. a writer of historical 
fiction might write a Craft piece about how to re-
search settings for historical fiction, and cite expe-
rience ..."  

 

“If their friends and family want to see what 
they're writing lately,” she notes, “it's impressive 
to send them to an established site. Lastly, it's a 
nice website, so when editors ask writers for links 
to what they've written - particularly if the writers 
don't have wide web presence - it's an attractive 
link.”  

 

Submit directly to me or Anita and Donna will let you 
know if your work is Showcased.  Thanx, Donna. Go to: 
www.SoCalWritersShowcase.com and see what’s up. 

Take Closer Look at Showcase Made Just 
for Your Poems, Essay, Articles, and Quality  

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

     If all goes as planned, the new look of CWC”s statewide The Bulle-
tin will be in your inbox by mid-February. It’s taken several months of 
planning and idea trading to come to this phase. As a journalist, I’m 
very excited as many of you saw at our Jan. meeting.  

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is: 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also wel-
come. Our first “Submittorious” award winner is Karen Ohta. What are 
you planning to submit? 

 March’s deadline: Feb. 23rd.  April’s deadline: March 23rd.      

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2016 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

Web site URL included 
(write a synopsis  

for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Ask about your  
FREE AD here 

If you place a $35 ad  
In The Bulletin too 

Your  
Business Card Here 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

Your ads help pay our expenses 

 
This ad is free for 3 months 
cuz she placed a $35 ad in 
Feb. 2016 The Bulletin!! 


