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  FEB. 2017 

Club benefits 

Using Your Internal Resources for Maximum PR 

Guest  
Speaker 

Are you an aspiring or small-published writer and want to 
know how to promote your book, blog or short sto-
ry?  Come along and learn how to put together a basic 
campaign that is sure to get you started. 

Our guest this month is Diane Hinds who has over 
20 years experience as a freelance PR special-
ist. She has successfully secured media exposure  
across the US and in Europe. 

Hinds began her career with Arista Records and 
then went freelance, launching the career of opera 
singer Lesley Garrett, CBE. Hinds has also promot-
ed the likes of Nigel Kennedy, Anne Perry, Jermaine 
Jackson, English National Opera, Pam Tillis, Stella 
Parton, Jack Jones, Expansion Records and many 
more.  She is also behind the success of UK special-
ist classical chart-topping pianist Emmanuel Vass.  

PR Expert to Share Techniques 

Diane Hinds 

Feb. 11th 

at HDCWC 

general meeting 

We have a goal to develop a membership booklet 
chocked full of insider items, benefits for member-
ship, tools and resources that will help your writing 
career. Although it’s still in development, we realize 
that membership has its rewards. It’s intended to be 
your go-to source within the branch. 

As an aspiring author, it is for your education and 
career development that easy access to internal re-
sources gives you a step up over other writers who 
may be struggling to advance their own careers. No 
need to scream in a dark closet or spend hours 
sweating in front of a blank computer screen. We 
know people. 

For instance this month, as we delve into the realm 

of Public Relations, publicity and the role of PR spe-
cialists, we can draw again from the expertise of our 
guest speakers. This time we have Diane Hinds. Be 
sure to ask her questions that are pertinent to your 
writing journey. So many have taken the steps that 
you now take. When you create PR for yourself it’s 
different — but only in your mind. 

We are also finding that more members are taking 
advantage of collaborations. Do you write better with 
a co-conspirator … someone who offers more exper-
tise in areas that you don’t? Who can keep you on 
track with your project? A shoulder to weep on when 
things just aren’t working to your advantage? If not, 
you might consider looking for one. We have nearly 
100 to choose from.          ~~  Rusty LaGrange 
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Submitorious Award  

Begins for 2017 

It’s that time again for the Submitorious 
Award. Just one very productive, creative, 
and consistent member in good standing will 
win the annual cash award of $50 in our 
“Submitorious” contest. If you submit to The 
Inkslinger regularly you just may be victorious. 
Our winner will be revealed in Jan. 2018. 

Barbara Morrow Williams 

High Desert Chapter of  

California Writers Club 

Board of Directors   

 
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2017. 

President 
Dwight Norris 
HDCWCPresidentDNorris@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Barbara Morrow-Williams  

Secretary  
Naomi Ward 

naomiwardclark@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 

jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 

lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 
Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 
LoralieKay@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

Barbara Morrow Wil-
liams is a retired pro-

fessional librarian and 
library director. And 

now on the HDCWC 
board filling the vice 
president’s position 

vacated by Mike Raff. 
Barbara was intro-

duced to the member-
ship during our last 

meeting. 

She's a native Californian who grew up in 
Stockton, California and entered Mills College 
as a freshman during the Civil Rights Era, the 
beginning of the Second Wave Women's move-
ment  -- at a time when Betty Friedan's book 
was recently published -- and as we entered the 
Vietnam War.  

An English Literature (art history mi-
nor) graduate of Mills College, she received her 
MLS from UC Berkeley.  Professors and classes 
at both institutions inspired her social advocacy 
and honed her critical thinking and writing skills.  

Inspired by her parents to strong belief in life-
long learning, she earned a PhD in Education 
Leadership & Policy Analysis from the Universi-
ty of Missouri, Columbia (where she also earned 
a Certificate in Organizational Change) from the 
Truman School of Public Affairs. She also holds 
a juris doctorate (law degree) from Lewis & 
Clark College of Law out of Portland, Oregon. 

For the past three years after retirement, she's 
focused part-time consulting services to provide 
general NFP organization, from media relations 
to board development to fund raising to coach-
ing for individual clients. As a community volun-
teer, she's part of the organizing leadership  

Meet Our New Vice President 
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What You Missed 
 

Volunteer Rep Needed for SoCal Network 

Each branch of the California Writers Club has the 
opportunity to share ideas and network with other 
chapters in their southern or northern region of the 
state.  

We currently need a High Desert branch repre-
sentative for the SoCalWritersShowcase.com 
meetings. Their next meeting is this Sunday, Feb. 
10, in Pasadena. 

If you are interested in this position and willing to 
share the information during our branch’s board 
meetings, contact President Dwight Norris or Bob 
Isbill with your request. 

Check out : http://
www.socalwritersshowcase.com/about/ 

Gear Up for 2017 Branch Anthology 

A full announcement will be made about the next anthology 
at our Feb. 11 meeting.  

For now, I heard that community leaders will be asked to be 
the judging panel for all submissions. 

 The cost for submissions will remain the same. 

 A separate contest for cover photo. 

 Another separate contest for the title of anthology. 

Already in the works are the Anthology directors:  

Mike Raff, Steve Marin, and Jenny Margotta. 

Coming fast is the deadline: April 15 

Completed book for sale by Nov 11 

2016 Recipient Diane Neil 
(center) takes her award of 
$50. Rusty LaGrange (left) cre-
ated and presented the award. 
Dwight Norris looks on. 

“Submittorious Award for 2016 

Goes to Humorist Diane Neil 

1. Copy editing and proofing 
once thru which is more su-
perficial. 

2. Mechanical which is word 
structure, ridding of passive 
verbs, watching POV (point of 
view) and verb tense usage. 

3. Developmental which is 
the hardest to see since you 
are the creator. Use critique 
groups to help your vision and 
to see what changes will help 
define the weaknesses in your 
entire story or character. 

4. Business and marketabil-
ity which is how a publisher 
would define your finished product. They often look for 
gray pages with too much exposition; heavy dialogue, 
long and short sentences to help the reader; market 
level and other details not often share with a writer. 

As many experts say: get away from your work, change 
environments, out of your comfort zone; see new ideas. 

 

 

Be sure to write your log lines and a synopsis of your 
finished book so you can be prepared to sell it in an ele-
vator pitch or a publisher’s agent meeting. 

         ~~  Rusty LaGrange 

Mary Vensel White 

“Leave out the parts that people skip.” 

~~  Elmore Leonard 
Mary White helped us to visualize the daunting 
tasks of proofing, self-editing, and defining our 
weakest point in the mechanics of a rewrite. Not 
everyone is good when editing their own manu-
scripts.  

“If you have tried and it just isn’t working for you, 
then hire a good editor who will be just what you 
need.” She says that each chapter in your book 
should give glimmers of wonderfulness. 

It’s a big job so divide and conquer with four levels 
of editing:  

“Writers write even when they’re not.” — Mary 
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HDCWC Photo Shoot Update 
As previously announced, the date has been changed to 

 Sunday, February 26, 2017 for our photography event. 

The HDCWC will hold its special professional photography event at  

 Sunset Hills Memorial Park and Mortuary  

24000 Waalew Road in (north) Apple Valley  

Sunday, February 26, 2017 between 2 and 4 pm. 

Please arrive no later than 1:45 pm 

This is a location of beauty everywhere you look. It's a famous and historical landmark of the High Desert 
Community, and an extremely popular venue for weddings and special community events. 

Professional photographer, JC Guzman (www.jcguzmanphoto/com) will take photographs of three groups of 
our members. It is possible that one member could be in all three photographs, or only one. 

The Reel Writers Screenplay Salon of 2016 

The Blue Ribbon Panel of Judges who completed the program as of January 20, 2017. 

The published book author photograph will include all who have written and published a book at any time 
in your life. 

The photographs may be taken in any order. Please reserve that chunk of time from 1:45 to 4 pm to be there 
as called upon at the discretion of the photographer to assure you are included. 

Appropriate attire for a distinguished photograph is requested. At a minimum, Business Casual. Please, no 
shorts. 

This photograph will be used in future publicity for any and all aspects of the HDCWC in any media including 
online social networking.  By participating, you are giving your permission for such use at the discretion of the 
HDCWC. 

Time permitting (but no guarantees!) head-shots may be taken. 

All photographs will be made available to you at a nominal cost if you are interested. 

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Isbill at (760)221-6367 or email risbill@aol.com. 

For driving directions, click here http://www.sunsethills.cc/contact-us/facilities-and-directions 

 
~~  Bob Isbill 

 

Chipotle Restaurants Offer Fast Fundraiser Day 
Once our branch is registered, we can receive 50 percent of sales for the day selected at a single Chipotle 
shop for a single day. We can promote it up to the day, let everyone know we have a date selected and re-
mind all of us and our friends to say “fundraiser” to earmark each sale — the goal: receiving more funds to 
help writers learn the craft of writing and marketing. 

More details are on the way. As Bob Isbill explained at our recent board meeting, a company that can afford 
to give half of its one-day sales as a donation to an organization is pretty big. Some offer a small percentage 
or many steps to secure a bit of money. In this case, Chipotle has stepped up to the plate with an awesome 
offer.           ~~  Rusty LaGrange 

http://www.jcguzmanphotos.com/
mailto:risbill@aol.com
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  This is the official logo 
and seal of the state rec-
ognized California Writers 
Club established in 1909. 

As a member in good 
standing you may place 
the logo on your personal 
author website.  

To place a logo you will 
need to save it as a jpg or 
other photo format. 

Any changes to the logo 
are forbidden. It may be enhanced by color change 
or size. If you have questions, contact the club’s 
statewide web site: www.calwriters.org  

The California Writers Club is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  

Managing Your Writing Career 

Advice From a Writer --  
Thank you letters seldom get the credit they deserve, either personally or professionally — especially in the 
age of email. Most of us assume that a quick email is more than enough to express our thanks, but here’s 
why that idea is wrong. 

If someone has done you a favor (with, say, an informational or job interview) or spent a lot of time on 
you (say, taking several hours to cook an elaborate dinner), doesn’t it strike you that a two-minute email 
doesn’t begin to express the thanks you should offer? 

Consider that opposite: how would you feel receiving a signed note or card from someone who really appreci-
ated how you helped them? Purchase some simple “thank you” cards and keep them by your work desk. The 
opportunity will arise. 

~~  compiled from the Internet 

If you happen to write articles for publication in the print media — magazines in particular — how long should 
you wait to hear from its editor or publication owner? First, it’s recommended to study the publication dates 
they follow. Then check their deadlines. Most are published on their websites for ease of access. Then take a 
look at Writers’ Market, a compendium of publication houses. 

Study this section under your magazine’s name to find details. If the publication asks for theme-related topics, 
be sure to follow their instructions. If you just wrote a Valentine’s Day story, don’t expect a quick answer 
about it. You’re too late. Holiday issues are sometimes built a year in advance. Send your submission at least 
six months ahead, then wait about 30 days to contact the editor’s desk or the location or format suggested on 
their listing to ask what your article’s status is. Wait another 30 days and try again if you didn’t get a first re-
sponse. 

If you get an answer, follow the directions explicitly to give your article the best chance for publication. Create 
an index card or a submissions list in a folder so you can follow the status of your submissions. Keep records. 
Don’t rely on the editor to tell you when your article should publish. Most times a quick email will help them to 
remember your article is waiting in the wings. 

If all goes well, then by all means, send a “thank you” card in the mail and don’t gush about your acceptance. 
Just let them know you’re grateful and have other ideas they might consider later. 

Don’t send one article out and wait. Send as many as you can manage to a variety of publications. That’s why 
keeping a track record of your submissions, dates, rejections and acceptances, and payment is crucial. 

by Rusty LaGrange 

3 Board Members to Step Down in June 

Elections will be coming up in June. This year marks 
a major change due to three executive positions be-
ing vacated.  

Secretary Naomi Ward has filled this position sever-
al times and is looking for retirement (again) from 
her duties. 

Vice President is now filled temporarily by Barbara 
Morrow Williams until election. 

Current President Dwight Norris has gone beyond 
the call of duty, as some will say, by securing terrific 
speakers and supporting a variety of programs for 
our branch. His other career commitments are mak-
ing it difficult for him to continue after four terms. 

Bob Isbill is our Nominating Chair.  
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by co-authors Lorelei Kay and Peg Ross Pawlak 

 

The Poemsmiths of the Writer’s Club made their debut as Performance Poets in “High Desert Poetry" in two 
performances, Saturday evening, January 14, and Sunday matinee, January 15. The high-energy  perfor-
mance extravaganza was hosted by the High Desert Center for the Performing Arts and organized by our 
own Peg Ross Pawlak. 

The Poemsmiths led off the evening, followed by 
celebrity poets Chris Vannoy, Alex Bosworth, Jim 
Bolt, Ted Washington, BC Petrakos, Leon Alexan-
der, and Adam Greenfield. All their terrific perfor-
mances brimmed with enthusiasm and passion for 
poetry, rhythm, and connecting with people. A big 
thanks to Peg Ross Pawlak for her organizing this 
event and her poetic talent that brought this re-
markable program to the High Desert. 

“We thank all the most incredible people who 
graced the High Desert Center for the Arts stage,” 
Peg Pawlak said, “traveling hours from Los Ange-
les and San Diego areas. They offered the Victor 
Valley a taste of culture in the art of oral expres-
sion giving remarkable, theatrical, and soul 
wrenching performances that made us laugh, cry, 
ponder, and sigh. I feel so honored to simply be in their presence.”  

Performing were award-winning Beat poet Chris Vannoy and friends, Queen of the show Brenda Peck-
tros, Andthensome Bc, Hollywood's Jim Bolt, Adam Greenfield, dear storyteller and man of facts Alex Bos-
worth, Gentle Heart Leon Alexander, Balboa Park's workshop wizard Christopher Arrrgh, magical Ted Wash-

ington and company, as well as other special 
guests.  

 

 

 

In photo, the Poemsmiths left to right are Lore-
lei Kay, Linda Boruff, Mary Langer Thompson, 
Debbie Rubio, and Peg Ross Pawlak. Lora 
Stonebraker also participated. 

 

 

 

 

Soul-Wrenching Performance Poets Tap High Desert 

Our Own PoemSmiths From HDCWC 
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A Change in Our Board 

Continued from Page 2 

Mike Raff  (center) resigns as HDCWC VP at January 2017 meeting then 

President Dwight Norris presents "Skeleton Man" as a memento to Mike 

Raff’s latest book title.     (photo by Bob Isbill) 

Citing some health issues and making more time to write and relax, 
Mike Raff stepped down as the branch’s Vice President during last 
month’s meeting in January. He had served many terms as our VP. 

The audience of members chuckled when President Dwight Norris pre-
sented Mike with a 12-inch plastic skeleton man parting memento — a 
tease to the latest book: Skeleton Man that Mike has just released in a 
long list of horror books. 

Mike Raff Steps Down as V.P. 

team of the High Desert League of Women Voters, and she is active in American Association of 
University Women (AAUW), and a board member of the San Bernardino County Museum.  

She joined HDCWC for inspiration and rekindling her interests in editing and writing, especially es-
says and memoirs, and focusing on social advocacy for the mentally ill and for women and girls. 
She's currently a member of the Blue Ribbon Panel for the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.   

 Be sure to introduce yourself during the meeting and give her a taste of our branch friendship. Bar-
bara is married to Dr. E. Paul Williams, retired college administrator, and they have three chil-
dren, and three grandchildren. 

Mike will continue as 
an active member 
and enjoys the friend-
ships he’s developed 
over the years. 

Barbara Morrow Williams 
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Undercurrents ~~ 
  Another aspect of writing clubs is the abil-
ity to collaborate with another writer. This is 
similar to comedy writing teams who take 
one thought and let it go rampant  — only to 
rein it in to finalize the new product. Have 
you teamed up with another writer? Let us 
know.  

Diane Neil and me (Rusty LaGrange) 
teamed up recently when we realized we 
shared some hilarious life events that make 
great tales. 

Take a look at an excerpt from “Two Dog 
Night and Flannel Sheets”  on the follow-
ing page. 

To see the full story click on “Short 
Story” category at http://
www.socalwritersshowcase.com/  

 

~~  Rusty LaGrange, editor 

By Diane Neil 

How My Day Planner Recently Became My Best Friend 

by Molly Jo Realy 

I’m all about the social scheduling. I like the one-and-done 
apps when I can share one link and it will post about nine 
different ways or more. Especially when I can use my Smart 
Phone to get things done. I have all the social media world I 
need in the palm of my hand.  

But scheduling posts doesn’t always keep me on track. I rely 
on my memory from day to day, only to find the occasional 
overbooking has occurred with media posts and social 
events. What’s This Girl to do?  

For years I’ve carried around my Day Planner with good in-
tentions. But until recently, it was used as a diary of what 
had happened — not upcoming events. It makes for great 
coffee table talk. “Oh, I see you attended this conference,” or 
“Your book came out last month?” 

Life shouldn’t be lived in the past. Neither should our social 
media. Just as a book launch and holidays are set on a specif-
ic date yet the prep work begins much sooner, so should we 
plan our media posts.  

Of course, those instant “ohmagoodness look at this cupcake 
I’m having for breakfast!” posts offer whimsical spontaneity 
and grab the likes, but the overall content calendar should be 
plotted like a carefully constructed … well ... plot.  

Working backwards from the Big Event or just a regular 
weekly/monthly schedule, make a list of the important posts, 
and how you plan to share them. Are there sub-level items 
you want your Swarm to know? How will you take your 
readers and fans on your journey with you?  

You can share ongoing updates, book launch steps, weekly 
recipes, Bible verses, commentaries. The trick is to be con-
sistent and move forward. Have a plan, and a planner. Keep a 
To-Do List and set those follow-up alerts.  

I now use my Day Planner with month-at-a-glance and week
-at-a-glance pages. The month lists the highlights and the 
weekly pages give more room to write details. Deadlines? 
Flagged with red Post-its. Guest posts on other blogs? High-
lights and yellow stickies for the submission date, with pur-
ple stickie follow-up on the post date. 

Now when someone asks what I’m doing this holiday sea-
son, I know how much time and effort I need to set aside for 
my writing and media tasks, and how much I can invest in 
that eggnog fellowship.   

With some sweet tea, a spoonful of honey, and a back-up 
plan, 

~ Happy writing.  

Molly Jo 

    Do you have flannel sheets?  No?  You don’t 
know what you’re missing.  If you do, you’ll 
know what I’m talking about. Like my seasonal 
closet switcheroo, the beds also have summer 
and winter wardrobes. When the sweaters and 
mittens and scarves come out, so do the flannel 
sheets. There’s nothing so cozy as cuddling up 
between layers of pre-blankets, especially if 
you’re also wearing flannel pajamas. 

    Let me describe how I am thus arrayed as I 
wake up this morning. I am wearing pink flannel 
pajamas with a sock monkey design, pink and 
blue bed sox, and a blue and white knitted hat. 
Emerging from my warm cocoon, the cold air 
assaults me, announcing that it is freezing out-
side. I am tempted to dive back into the layers 
of warmth. 

    But the dawn light beckons. There’s a fire to 
be lit, coffee to be made, a day to be lived. I 
straighten the covers, grateful that another cozy 
night awaits. 

FLANNEL SANDWICH 
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Continued from Page 8 

“Sure. Sure. But I lived in Pioneertown in a house made of railroad ties AND no heat.” She blithe-
ly powered through as if I was too young to know what real cold was. I geared up for championship 
pontification. 

“But the dawn light beckons,” she said, with a bit of affect that even a true drama queen would 
cause to blush. “There’s a fire to be lit, coffee to be made, a day to be lived. I straighten the covers, 
grateful that another cozy night awaits.” 

    “Oh, ple-a-s-e. The nights were so icy that my carton of eggs would freeze on the kitchen table.” 

 

The following is an excerpt from a short story collaboration that can be found in its entirety at http://
www.socalwritersshowcase.com/ The Showcase is by invitation through your local branch and 
published on the Showcase site for six months. 

Two Dog Night and Flannel Sheets 

CONFESSIONS OF AN OFFENDER 
The dust is still settling from the most tumultuous presidential election we have 

ever had. Many of our friends and relatives refused to watch the Inauguration or all 
the hullabaloo before and after. I must confess I was glued to the TV throughout it 
all. After all, I reasoned, this is history in the making. I didn’t want to miss a minute. 
      Both former President Barack Obama and the new President Donald Trump 
called upon all of us ordinary citizens to do our part to heal the deep rifts in our coun-
try. We were asked to look out for one another and to be fair and honest in our per-
sonal conduct. 
  Confession time!  I didn’t make any New Year’s resolutions, but such calls to 
personal integrity tugged upon my conscience, and I decided to turn over a new leaf 
and cease my criminal behavior. 
       I have been cheating the U.S. Post Office big time. You know that media mail 
is the cheapest way to send packages. If you send books with no additional items en-
closed, you can take advantage of those low rates. As constant readers, my old col-
lege roommate and I exchange books. I show up at my local post office branch so 
often with boxes of books that I am on a first name basis with the clerks. One liked 
my use of colorful calendar pages as package wrapping paper so much that she has 
adopted the idea. 

I used to be scrupulous not to include correspondence with the books.  I al-
ways sent a separate first class card or letter. Somehow, over the years, I started in-
cluding other stuff with the books. Sometimes it was because the box I was using had 
a larger capacity than what the books required; being a thrifty, practical person I 
merely filled it up with other small items. A recent trip to the Channel Islands inspired 
my latest—and worst—offense. Along with the books and pamphlets I sent was a box 
of ROCKS I picked up on the beach, individually tissue-paper wrapped so they 
wouldn’t rattle. 

By Diane Neil 
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Continued from Page 9 

I didn’t hear from my friend for weeks. It 
turns out she was on an extended trip, and my 
package sat in her post office all that time. In the 
meantime, I was having nightmares about my 
package being opened for inspection and having 
the FBI coming to arrest me. There is a big fine 
for cheating the post office, and I’m lucky I was 
never caught. 
           But I solemnly swear I’ll never again use 
media mail to send rocks! 

 

 

Hello Dai, 
 
   Thank you so much for taking the time to write to us 
about Frank Irving Atherton's memoir of his childhood 
days with Jack London. It truly is a book filled with 
charm and adventure. 
   What the link says about how the book came to 
publication is exactly right down to the last detail. I 
couldn't believe such a treasure had been sitting for 
80 some odd years right in our midst and no one had 
gotten it into print. 
   I was very thankful for so much help in our branch 
and for many things--that Diane Neil was wanting to 
see it published and trusted us with this sacred duty, 
that there was a great interest in doing it from among 
our members, and also that Frank Irving Atherton was 
such a good writer. Some of Jack London must have 
rubbed off on him. 
   I'm also thankful that you took the time to remind us 
how special this book is. Just a little note of apprecia-
tion can make all the difference in the world. Thanks 
for picking up the book and letting us know your 
thoughts. 
 

Warm regards, 
Dwight Norris, President  
HDCWC 
             
Note: Don’t forget that our branch published this 
treasure for all to enjoy. Copies available. Letters 
from readers let us know we did the right thing. ~~ 
editor 

A Thoughtful Letter 

 to a Jack London Reader 

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers which 
conducts a national contest for Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards each year has selected our High 
Desert Branch to supply a special Blue Ribbon 
Panel of Judges to serve in early 2017. 

A panel of about two dozen qualified and distin-
guished writers will serve on this special Blue Rib-
bon Board of judges and alternates under the lead-
ership of HDCWC President Dwight Norris, profes-
sional editor and club treasurer Jenny Margotta, as 
well as critique co-chairs, Marilyn Ramirez and 
Mary Langer Thompson. 

The kick-off informational meeting was held on De-
cember 28 at the Apple Valley Chamber of Com-
merce where selected judges, all members of the 
HDCWC, were walked through the process which 
will require approximately eight to ten hours be-
tween January 7 and 20 to judge submissions for 
the huge annual contest. 

Amy Burnett, Marie Bellew, Barbara Morrow Wil-
liams, Barbara Sullivan, Bonnie Watts, Ann Miner, 
Jenny Margotta, Loralie Kay, Rebecca Kosko, DG 
Spillman, Elizabeth Pye, Michael Raff, Sherry 
Thomas-Perkins, Mary Langer Thompson, Rusty 
LaGrange, Marilyn Ramirez, Rita Wells, Bob Isbill, 
Linda Boruff, and James Jones participated.  

Now that the program has concluded, the organi-
zation has thanked our branch with the high con-
sideration to join them again next year and the bal-
ance of the cash award for our services. 

HDCWC Selected Members Serve as 
Scholastic Art & Writing Award Judges 

San Joaquin Valley Writers 

New Chapter Joins CWC 

Confirmation was just made in the Central Board 
meeting held in January 28, that recognizes San 
Joaquin Valley Writers as our newest branch in the 
statewide organization. 

Welcome! As they get organized and most likely 
will have a branch website, you can connect with 
them on Facebook.com/
SanJoaquinValleyWriters.com 

Yes, that makes 22 branches. Write on! 
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Submit Your Info to HDCWC Free Online Author’s Page 
 

 If you are a member of the HDCWC with a published book, you are eligible to have your very own 
page as part of our author’s section on the club website. To take advantage of this free opportunity, just 
send the following data to Roberta Smith cwrlsmith@verizon.net and put “Author Info” in the subject line of 
your email. 
 
The elements you’ll need: 
 
  * Headshot of you in jpg format 
  * Photo of your book (s) in jpg format 
  * Short bio 
  * Short synopsis of your book(s) 
  * Where your book (s) can be purchased 
  * Your author website (if you have one) 
 
 For those of you who already have a page, you may need an update if you’ve published additional 
titles.  Please look at your page and if an update is needed,  send a jpg of your new book along with a syn-
opsis. 
          ~~  Roberta Smith, webmaster 

Set in the mountains of San Bernardino, a 

pretty college instructor spontaneously teleports to 

another dimension. Her discoveries send shock 

waves through the corridors of U.S. Intelligence and 

criminal cartels alike as she deals with suspenseful 

romance there and at home. A psychopath on Earth 

and dimensional beings of another kind are an un-

ending threat to her life.  Logic and heart battle with-

in her, leading not only to self-discovery, but as a 

key to the purpose and direction her life will take.  

A former licensed psychotherapist, television 

and radio personality, Freddi Gold holds a PhD in Hu-

man Behavior and Master’s in Clinical Psychology. She 

teaches Intercultural Communication at the college lev-

el, has been published in multiple magazines, journals, 

periodicals and blogs. This is her first foray into fiction. 

Check her website: http://freddigold.com  

Author’s Highlight 
Freddi Gold’s Final in Fantasy Trilogy Unveiled 

Dimension Norraena: Discovery — Break-
through — Vision 

Author’s Close-up  

Freddi Gold 

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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 Writers of Kern  
Annual Spring 

Conference  
March 11, 2017 ~ 

8am-4pm   Presenters 

 Dennis VanderWerff, writer, blogger, family historian  

“The Fabric of Human History: You as Primary Source”  

History is more than famous people, inventions, wars, and treaties. Family histories are important historical 
documents. VanderWerff offers compelling reasons for writing family history.  

Jennifer Burger, CSUB professor, “Pitches and Queries”  

Interested in pitching your story ideas to a publication, such as a magazine, literary journal, or website? 
Learn how to craft a query letter to catch an editor's attention and sell your work. The focus of this work-
shop will be on nonfiction and journalistic writing, but the basics extend to all forms of writing.  

Daniel Stallings, Master Mystery Productions  

“I Don’t Miss the Fourth Wall: Writing Interactive Media”  

Writing, reading, art, and media have become increasingly interactive in the 21st century. In this program, 
audiences will learn about, discuss, and brainstorm various interactive media from theatre to radio to the 
Internet, and how to create stories and events for those media.  

Jeremy Adams, teacher, author, “It Keeps Getting Harder (But Why It’s Worth It)”  

I will discuss the difficult and winding journey towards publication and how the definition of "success" 
keeps changing. I will explore the highs and the lows and why the journey is worth it if one passionately 
believes in the power and message of what one is writing about, and will discuss the need to embrace op-
portunity, even if it arrives in a different package than expected.  

 

 Early Bird Registration ~ NOW through February 20th  

$50 WOK & CWC, $75 Non-Members, $25 Full-time Students with ID  

After February 20th ~ Registration: $95. Full-time Students w/ID, $25  

Includes Continental Breakfast, Snacks, Lunch  

At Hodel’s Liberty Room, 5917 Knudsen Drive, Bakersfield  
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories   

   by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

All Our Yesterdays: A Collec-
tion of Memories is the latest 
student-created anthology 
which focuses on interviews of 
senior citizens,  

Amazon.com for $11.99 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

 

 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

Stashed away in a box of mementos, 
it’s the first printing of this treasure 
now available for only $13.35 at Ama-
zon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 

Is there a salon in your future? Lorelei Kay often 
generates a new salon if she believes there is 
enough interest. 

Many salons are just get-togethers away from gen-
eral business topics. If you’re interested in a subject 
and can find others who want to know more, you 
can host your own salon or let Lorelei know. 

She will be able to contact members and help set 
up a meeting time and place. 

 * The latest was Organizing  Your Writing  
  with Marilyn Ramirez  

 * others may include: 

 * PowerPoint for Marketing Your Book 

 * How to Set-Up Your Book for Kindle 

 * The Golden Girls : Publishing Past 90 

Loraliekay@aol.com 

Call For Salon Topics 

Did you know that we offer Business Card display 
ads for three (3) months for only $10.00 ? But during 
these next months before June, you can extend the 
ad for 3 (three) more months. That means you can 
get six (6) months of advertising for only $10. 

 What? 

Let me repeat myself. TEN BUCKS = SIX MONTHS 

Now that’s a deal. 

Contact 
cwrlsmith@verizon.net  

for submission  

details 

and payment  

methods. 

$10 = 

6 months 

Ads Deals you can’t refuse 

$20 bucks 
for a Year!!! 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
     One of my personal writing goals this year is to inspire and support a 
new writing friend. Someone who wishes to write but faces life hurdles 
and a lack of confidence to take that first step. Our branch goals are 
similar. Promote the support of authors who have come up the ranks 
and became published. Our newest salon is for first time writers who 
need guidance. And we also welcome our newest chapter: San Joaquin 
Valley Writers. 

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 700 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are always wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me promote your book here with bio, cov-
er, and highlights. 

      March’s deadline: February 23.  April’s deadline: March 23  

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2017 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Highlight ONE Book Cover 

Only $10 
For 3 months 

 
Web site URL included 
(write a free synopsis  

for Inkslinger pages inside)  

Services 

Buy 3  — Get 3 Free!  

6 months for the price of 3 

Your Business Card 

here for $10  
(Savings of $10 toward  

Your Marketing Budget) 

Contact: Roberta Smith 

for artwork details 


