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  AUG. 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

How I Came Upon HDCWC 
From the President 

Complete Article Continued Pg. 2 

Carroll to Speak at HDCWC  
Aug. 8th at Jess Ranch Church  

spread out amongst the authors and asked a lot of 
questions. The one known as Naomi focused on 
me. 

S o this is your first book?” she asked. “And this is 
self-published?” The Gentleman Host, hmm. 

W hat’s it about?” She shuddered when I told 
her. “Well, what are you doing sitting here 

doing a book signing when I have a friend who is 
legitimately published through a traditional publish-
ing company and she’s not here?” 

O h my gosh, I’ve been found out, I thought. I’m 
a pretend writer sitting here in this big book 

store and I have no business being here. If your 
friend wants to take my place, if she’s available, I’ll 
gladly give my seat up to her. 

I  couldn’t say that, but that’s what I was thinking. I 
sort of shrugged my shoulders and continued to 

pretend. 

We’re members of the California Writers Club,” she 
said. “Where do you live?” 

U h, well, I live in Apple Valley now,” I said. “Just 
moved up here in February.” 

Y ou do? Would you like to come speak to our 
club?” 

U m, when?” 

H ow about our meeting in January, next year,” 
she said. “We meet on the second Saturday of 

the month at the Apple Valley Library.” 

I  figured January of next year was so far away it 
would never arrive anyway, so I said sure. Time 

passed and I never did hear from anybody or make 
it to a meeting in the interim, but along about the 
first few days of January, 2010, I got a call from 
Naomi, reminding me about my commitment. I said 
okay, and she seemed surprised that I was still 
good for it. 

S o, sometime in the summer of 2009, I was sitting 
in Barnes & Noble in the Victorville Mall, joined 

by three or four other writers and we were signing 
our books. We were chatting amongst each other 
with the occasional curious reader approaching to 
ask a question or pick up a book. When all at once, 
three people walked quickly and with purpose into 
the store and headed right in our direction. 

I t was a little scary, but they were Naomi Ward, 
Bob Isbill, and Carol Warren. They carried note-

books and papers tucked up under their arms. They  

Whether writing historical, sci-fi, 
fantasy, or contemporary, both 
fiction and nonfiction writers can 
use these techniques to immerse 
readers into new and unfamiliar 
worlds. Discover the setting's 
ability to enhance plotting and 
characterization as well as evoke 
mood and tone. Find out the best 
ways to research your backdrop 
using both traditional and digital 

methods.  

HDCWC will host 
award-winning histori-
cal novelist Stephanie 
Carroll at our Saturday, 
August 8, meeting to 
be held at Community 
Church at Jess Ranch, 
11537 Apple Valley 
Road, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Invite a friend. 

Stephanie Carroll Continued  on Page 1 
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~~~  Your Friendly Database 

at MRMS for Your Account  ~~~ 

   Did you know, as a member-benefit, you have an 
account online in our privately-controlled Member 
Record Management System (MRMS)? 

   We encourage you to update your account, see 
access to other members’ email addresses and 
phone numbers, as well as searching for like-
minded writers. Give MRMS an update of your own 
current information 

   If you’ve forgotten your password, or need guid-
ance walking you through the sign-on, process 
contact HDCWC Systems Administrator, Bob Isbill 
at risbill@aol.com. 

  CWC Bulletin is distributed, as well as The Inkslin-
ger publication, relying on this source for every 
branch member’s correct mailing address. 

   Log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore this program 
through all the help available. It’s very easy to use. 

Reminder: MEETING LOCATION CHANGE 

Due to the temporary closure of our regular meeting place, the Newton T. Bass Apple Valley Branch 
Library, the HDCWC will continue holding its future meetings from 10 a.m. to noon at the Commu-
nity Church at Jess Ranch located at 11537 Apple Valley Road. Our next meeting is August 8th. 

Our President Dwight Norris has secured this building for our meeting place until December. 

Directions to the Church’s meeting room: the Church is located on Apple Valley Rd. less than a mile 
south of Bear Valley Rd., past Town Center Drive, on the right-hand side. It’s one of the first large 
buildings in the Jess Ranch complex and has the first driveway access off the road. 

You can also copy and paste this address into your browser to see the map of Jess Ranch: 

http://www.bing.com/local/details.aspx?lid=YN97x3490161&q=Community%20Church%20at%
20Jess%20Ranch&form=LLMP 

You will be reminded of this change through The Inkslinger issues until the end of the year. Please, 
tell other members who may not be aware of our new location.     ~~The Editor 

Continued from Page 1 — Carroll 

Continued from Page 1 — President 

Members to Continue Assembling at Jess Ranch 

I ’ve done a lot of public speaking in my life, but this was the first time I ever stood in front of an audience to 
speak exclusively about writing. Bob said it was well-received, and everybody seemed happy. I saw a pic-

ture later in the paper and noticed that I was wearing this garish orange shirt. I said to Bob, “I can’t believe I 
wore that loud and bright orange shirt.” 

“You sure did,” he said. “It’s right there in the picture.” 

And so that was my beginning with the California Writers Club. The club has helped me a lot to become a bet-
ter writer, to know more about writing and marketing, and to make a lot of friends who share the passion. 
Let’s help each other down the road to success as we continue to sling the ink!         ~~ Dwight Norris 

Finally, learn tips, tricks, and tools to grip readers 
with concrete details that will bring your settings to 
life.  

As a reporter and community editor, Stephanie Car-
roll earned first place awards from the National 
Newspaper Association and the Nevada Press As-
sociation. She holds degrees in history and social 
science and graduated summa cum laude from Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno. Her historical novel 
A White Room was featured as a Notable Page 
Turner in Shelf Unbound Magazine and named 
2013's Best Cross-Genre Title by USA Book News. 
Stephanie’s fiction is known for character-level set-
tings and gripping historical details.  

She has also been seen in opening events for casi-
nos as a fire dancer. Yes, it's true. "In addition to be-
ing an author, I am also a fire dancer!" 

~~ Bob Isbill, HDCWC Publicity  

mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org
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 “Howl at the Moon” Writers’ Conference #5 

November 7th  —What Are You Waiting For? 

 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club is extremely proud to an-
nounce the fantastic lineup of events in this year’s HATM Writers’ Conference: 

We have invited Chris to do his intensive 3 1/2 hour seminar on self-
publishing as part of our program on Saturday, November 7, 2015 right 
here in Apple Valley. No traffic, no driving hassles, free parking, and 
brought to your doorstep by the HDCWC! 

And that’s not all… We will also have a 
two hour workshop presented by “Doc 
Hollywood”, Dr. Rachel Ballon, psycho-
therapist to the Hollywood stars and writ-
ers. Rachel Ballon helps us explore the 
question, “Do you want to be a writer or 
do you want to write?” She teaches writ-
ing to heal, overcoming psychological 
blocks, and increasing creativity. 

 

Rachel’s book, Breathing Life into Your Characters: “Better than 
anyone I know, Rachel Ballon understands the confluence of good 
character writing and psychology. It’s a good thing for the mental 
health of writers and audiences that she’s set down her insights 
about how the inner, personal drama really does breathe life into 
fictional characters. Writers simply can’t write beyond the limits of 
their own psychological growth, but this book shows them how to break through 
by tapping the power of their emotions. It gives them the courage to dig deeper in 
their writing and make it more honest and psychologically solid.” 

         Our new venue — James Woody Community Room  

in Apple Valley on Navajo Road.  

 An all-day event with one workshop & one presentation 

 Early Bird pricing is just $35 until September 12. Then it goes to $50. 

 Students under 23 years of age with an active full-schedule only $25. 

 How long can these prices remain low —’til Sept 12?     
PayPal is available. 

Don’t miss this inspiring and exciting event! Early 
bird prices are now available on our website, so re-
serve yours now!  

Go to www.hdcwc.com without delay. 

Chris Lynch 

Rachel Ballon 

GO TO: WWW.HDCWC.COM for Early Bird tickets NOW! 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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What You Missed 

Bringing diverse points of view with dynamic guest speakers 
is one main benefit of joining HDCWC. Penny Sansevieri 
easily entranced the group with insider info about indie pub-
lishing and self-marketing hurdles. Penny is currently an Ad-
junct Professor teaching Self-Publishing for NYU. She said 
that over 4,500 books are published daily, with 4 million 
books on Amazon’s store alone. If your book is among the 
27,000 titles with a sales rank,  then you’re in the 1 percent 
group. A great place to be. But without active SEO (Search 
Engine Optimization) and Keyword Placement in your web 
site’s design and content, then you’re not gaining the full po-
tential of buyers on the Internet. You can also take a longer 
book of yours and cut it into a series of shorter books with 
more overall exposure as well as more revenue. For more 
tips go to: www. Amarketingexperts.com. 

Photos 
by 

Rusty 
La-
Grange 

Penny Sansevieri  
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High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official monthly publication for members of California Writers Club — High Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is copyrighted ©2015 by California Writers Club and may not be reproduced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an official position of, or endorsement by, High De-
sert members or California Writers Club. The Inkslinger  is published monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430, PM Box 
281, Apple Valley, CA 92307. Web page www.HDCWC.com 

News You Can Use —- 

Loma Linda University Chil-
dren's Hospital needs young 
adult (teen) books for their pa-
tients.  Many of these kids are 
long-term patients, far away 
from friends, family, and their 
favorite bookshelves. Anita 
Holmes, who can't imagine life 
without a stack of books 
nearby, is collecting books to 
donate to the hospital. These 
books may be in "New," "Like 
New," or "Very Good" condi-
tion [unmarked, undamaged, "worn but not torn"] -- 
and suitable for teen readers.  Drop off books at our 
meeting in the box marked "Loma Linda Teen & YA 
Book Donations" by our information table. For more 
information, contact Anita at our meeting or call 
(760) 954-3329.   

Teen  

& 

YA 

Books 

Wanted 

Free Room to Meet 

Free room is available to the public for group meet-
ings such as salons, small training groups, commit-
tee meetings, etc., at Valle-Hi Nissan. Contact Mar-
garita for sign-ins and availability. 

A Helping Hand for Senior Writers 

The Victor Valley Arts and Education Center, newly 
created by HDCWC member Davida Siwisa James, 
has applied for an educational grant to support writ-
ing instruction within an Assisted Living environment 
for senior citizens in the High Desert. 

The Grand Screenwriter Salon 

For those of you who study screenplays and write 
novels to be ready for screenplays or scripts, check 
out Mary DeSantis' screenplay salons coming soon. 
Her Salon will be geared more toward a workshop 
where films are watched, structure analyzed, and 
good food eaten. 

Phinal Phase of Phine Print -- 2015 Anthology 

Michael Raff continues to coordinate with writers and 
editors as the final phases of the 2015 anthology is 
aiming for a Sept. 1st completion date. Published 
anthologies will be out and for sale by November 1st 
-- just in time for Christmas gifts. You can still submit 
a photo cover and a title idea to be considered for it. 
Contact: mprseven@aol.com  

Early Bird Special 

You can still purchase your Early Bird special price of 
$35.00 for the "Howl At the Moon 2015" conference. 
Deadline is August 31. After that, the price climbs to 
$50.00. PayPal is available at the home page 
www.HDCWC.com. The conference date is Nov. 1st. 
See poster for details. 

Video Archive Project Gets Grant 

Point Man International Ministries and Orenda Foun-
dation providing veterans' support, working together 
to video archive US military stories of survivors, has 
just received a $200 approved grant from CWC-
South for their continuing project. HDCWC helped 
bring these two organizations together to support 
their worthy causes. 

No Sales Pitch Allowed 

The current contact man at Victor Valley Daily Press 
for news and events is editor Steve Hunt. He can be 
reached at S.Hunt@vvdailypress.com. Be sure to 
write your news as a "news release" -- informative, 
not sales pitches. Place as much contact info at the 
top of the page as you can. 

Quoth the Raven "Nevermore" 

Roberta Smith and Michael Raff are now owners of 
Nevermore Enterprises, a horror / thriller production 
firm in support of books, film, events, and other pres-
entations to promote the horror genre. For more in-
formation, visit http://www.nevermoreenterprises.com 
or call Roberta Smith at 760 240-4822 or Michael 
Raff at 909 645-0551. 
 
A Proper Send Off 
Hoping to follow on an idea to support fledgling au-
thors, a group of experienced authors within HDCWC 
are becoming "Author Ambassadors" -- for want of a 
better title --  to give our newbies a "proper sendoff" 
into the publishing world. President Norris sees this 
as a springboard to giving new authors the tools and 
background for a successful leap into the often chilly 
and dark abyss of the publishing and book marketing 
world. More on this later. 
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                When I Drive … 
                                                    by Karen Ohta, Fumi-tome 

I'm a volunteer shuttle van driver for the veteran's hospital. 

Today, I had only one passenger. He's a poet-writing veteran who I gave a 
ride to last week. I asked about his poetry. He read me several poems that 
he wrote. As I drove, he spoke of his writings, his family, and now and 
then, he would tell me of his ailments. Like many of the vets, his ailments 
were major. To make light of his malady, he mentioned that when he sees 
a white or yellow butterfly, he knows things will be okay. 

That day, as we were getting ready to head home after his appointment, 
he said he was feeling sick to his stomach. I gave him several plastic bags 
that I had in my backpack. As I was driving, he was vomiting. He said he 
was hot so I turned on the air conditioner full blast. He felt better with the 
cool air blowing on his face.  Then he got his writing pad out from his back-
pack and began writing in detail. I thought he was writing something his 
doctor told him so he wouldn't forget. After he finished writing he told me 
he just wrote a poem. I asked him if he wouldn't mind reading me his 
poem.    

He did. 

The poem was about two overpasses on the 215 Freeway that I had told 
him about. As we came upon the overpass, I pointed out two overhead 
street signs directly above the overpass. I told him that when the street 
signs were aligned just so, in that split second, to me, the signs looked like 
Jesus extending his arms out like the famous statue on a mountainside in 
Rio de Janeiro.  He told me he saw that particular statue in person when 
he was in the Coast Guard and his ship was passing about 10 miles out. 
The poem he wrote was about me, Jesus, and his family.    

Throughout his conversations, what was prevalent and utmost on his mind 
was his family…more so…his wife. 

He has Stage 4 cancer. Theoretically, he's dying. I don't think so. When I 
think of him…I see white or yellow butterflies.      

Many times when I'm driving it is only a vet and me in the shuttle van.  
Many of the vets have seen the horrors of war and for the ones I've met, 
they keep to themselves and hardly make conversation or eye contact.   

They want to be left alone.    

I respect that and I continue doing what I signed on to do. Drive. 

Sometimes in those rare instances, there's something whirling around in 
the veteran's mind or something catches their eye as we're driving along. 
Although the boisterous ones talk about the horrors of war in a bragging 
sort of way, the quiet…thoughtful ones…think about things deeper and 
closer with profound meaning.   

Once, I remember a vet sitting in the front passenger seat. He remained 
quiet and pensive then, because it was lunchtime, he uttered the word 
'tacos.' I mentioned that I liked potato tacos.  Something about tacos  

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 7 

 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 7 

 

or potato tacos clicked a light in his mind.   

He remembered a moment in time. He spoke softly … almost inaudibly. He spoke in a quiet 
reflective mood ... speaking as he remembered a moment in time. I did not interject as he 
spoke. I just listened without comment. I could feel his sorrow … his pain. He was hurting so 
badly. When we came to his house and just before getting out of my van, he turned to me … 
we locked eyes … and with a soft smile to his face, he said, 'thank you.'   I was about to ex-
press some words of compassion but he stopped me immediately with his upright hand.  

 

"No, Karen, thank you. Thank you, huh. We'll see you around, okay." He wanted no words 
from me. He was hurting too badly to accept any expressions of comfort. I understood. He 
shared something that meant a lot to him that probably was never expressed in words before 
to anyone.   

 

Veterans don't know it, but what they say stays with me long after they've left my van. I don't 
recall the details of their hearts, but what I remember are the slow, deliberate paces of their 
words. I remember the sadness in their voices and the tremendous feelings of emotion as 
words faltered slowly from their lips.  

 

I've never been to war. I've never seen action. I'm a driver. That's all … I'm just a driver.  A 
driver who sees white and yellow butterflies when I think of the vets.  

Continued from Page 6 

The following guidelines may be used by branch ac-
creditation committees to judge material submitted 
pursuant to Policy and Procedures, section VI—
Membership, subsections D.3.a-c and D.4.a-b 
(determination of active status for self-publishers and 
writers who publish material under a self-owned im-
print or electronically): 

Prima facie evidence of satisfying the requirement of 
“professional presentation” of writing style, style, and 
graphics, and “plans for distributing published materi-
als” may be demonstrated by obtaining at least 15 
points from the following point-weighted categories: 

1. Book published (print, ebook, audio): 15 cred-
its/points 

2. National Magazine/Newspaper/Literary Jour-
nal/trade magazine/Anthology (print or elec-
tronic):10 points (article, essay, newspaper col-
umn poem) 

3. Screenplay or Stage play: 15 points (whether 
sold or produced) 

4.   Anthology (Non-National): 5 points (points may 
accrue if published in a different edition) 

5.   Blog/Guest Blog: 3 points (one-time credit of 3 
points for having a personal blog; points may ac-
crue for guest blogs) 

6.   Contest Wins: points vary (may accrue for dif-
ferent contests) 

7.   National Writing Contest (e.g. Writers Digest) = 
5 points 

8.   Local/regional Writing Contest = 3 points 

9.   Online ‘zine: 5 points 

Nothing in these guidelines prevents the application 
of Policy and Procedures, section VI—Membership, 
subsections D.3.d or D.4.c, which reserve the right of 
the branch Accreditation Committee to determine 
whether the quality of the publication meets the high 
standards of professional writing. 
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By Rusty LaGrange 

[Reference: Annie Tucker from her Grammar Blog ] 

I've been noticing on some of the popular Grammar 
Blogs that writers have lost their educational genes 
over the years. We retain the rote laws of Math and 
English, in most cases, but then we slip into the lazy 
ways of the general public rudimentary bad habits. 

I'll admit that I need to drag my grammar books out 
to remind myself how words work together. 

Case in point, the use of certain word combinations 
that don't support each other. Here's one that was 
shared on Annie Tucker's blog recently: Do you see 
the difference? Can you pick the right one? 

“As we walked past the house, neither 

Mr. Smith nor his daughter were in the 

yard” 

or 

“As we walked past the house, neither 

Mr. Smith nor his daughter was in the 

yard.” 

The second sentence, using “was,” is the correct 
one. A bad habit trend has been the pairing of sin-
gular antecedents with plural modifiers. These erro-
neous combinations are everywhere, from TV 
shows to advertisements to books. It's not correct 
and causes confusion. 

Either, Neither, and None 

As Annie Tucker explains: “Either,” “neither,” and 
“none” are all singular pronouns, meaning “the one 
or the other,” “not the one or the other of two or 
more,” and “not one,” respectively. You’ll notice that 
the common thread in all of these pronouns is the 
word “one.” That’s your cue that any verb or pro-
noun that modifies these antecedents should also 
be singular—which is why the verb “was” in the sec-
ond sentence above is the right choice to follow 
“neither.”" 

Pairs of words can be clearly compared as a re-
minder.  Burn them into your brain: "either" is com-
paring a singular against another singular. The 
same principle applies to “none." “Either of these 
desserts is delicious” (not “are delicious”) and “none 
of these people is helping me” (not “are helping 
me”).  

A tricky way to make your brain recall these rules is to 
plant an extra word in the phrase. If you can’t tell 
which verb form to use, try rewording the sentence to 
include the word “one,” as in “either one of these des-
serts is delicious” and “not one of these people is 
helping me.” You'll automatically hear the correct use. 

AnyONE and EveryONE are Clues 

Similarly, the words “anyone,” “everyone,” “no one,” 
“somebody,” “everybody,” “nobody,” and so on are all 
singular as well. The singular syllables within them 
are your best clues. Yet even now, trending being the 
common thread, it’s become so common for plural 
pronouns to modify these terms— “everyone took off 
their coat” or “nobody likes having their secrets re-
vealed”— that most of the time you can get away with 
this kind of grammatical disagreement, especially in 
everyday conversation.  

However, if you want your writing to ring true, then be 
aware that these grammar rules apply. The proper 
match for any of these singulars is still a singular pro-
noun, as in “everyone took off his or her coat” or 
“nobody likes having his or her secrets revealed.” 

Knowing how hard it is for some folks to retrieve these 
grammar rules, Annie Tucker offers a less clunky op-
tion, if you want to avoid this mind-bender altogether. 
Simply recast these sentences with a plural, instead 
of a singular one — “All the guests took off their 
coats” or “People never like having their secrets re-
vealed.”  

I'll have to agree with Annie: 'There’s no shame in a 
work-around—as long as it works.' 

Have You Actually Lost Some of Your Grammatical Genes? 

Elected Board reprise: (l to r) Treas. Jenny Margotta, Pres. 
Dwight Norris, Sec. Naomi Ward, & V.P. Michael Raff 
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Rescued: Blind Gets Sighted Pal 
   by Sara Metcalf Leach 

    
There was a story in the news about a couple of 
rescue dogs. One was blind. The other was trained 
to be a seeing-eye dog.  The shelter hooked the two 
together, making them a team, and put them up for 
adoption by someone who would take them both. 
The video streaming on the news app was precious 
-- showing the two pals trotting along together with 
guess-who leading the way. The stuff of life is more 
fun than fiction. 
 
Yet the story continues with a pair of lost souls in 
the retirement home, and I will tell you why I enjoy 
that dog rescue story so much. You can probably 
see where this is going.  
 
Most often seen together in the dining hall are these 
two "old dogs." One of them has lost her way and 
when out in the hallway she asks all of the 
passersby where her room is.  The other sits in the 
multipurpose room napping undiscovered.  
 
But sometimes they hook up together. 
 
Recently, I was showing our minister our apartment 
in the retirement center, and there they were to-
gether; one was napping while the other patiently 
kept vigil. The napper was Ruthie.  She wears flow-
ing, colorful smocks, and fun knitted hats. She could 
walk out on stage and get a sympathetic laugh just 
for her innate, innocent playful look.   
 
The other "lost dog" is Janie.  She is said to have 
wandered stark naked into the wrong room early 
one morning. Whether or not that's true, doesn't 
matter, because the story describes Janie as well as 
any I could make up. These two friends are deeply 
connected.   
 
One day, Janie was whisked away with a mysteri-
ous emergency. Ruthie cried and napped fitfully all 
day.  She suffered with the same open countenance 
we were familiar with when she was happy.  So our 
pain for her was relieved when Janie returned safe 
and sound.  
 
From my first story you could guess what the ending 
will be, but I want the joy of telling it. I get to see it 
every day. Somehow these two run into each other.  
Either Janie accidentally wanders into the library 

where Ruthie is asleep, or it's mealtime and people 
steer Janie to her spot at the table where Ruthie sits 
waving to everyone who looks her way. When they 
finish eating, it's Ruthie's turn to be watchful. She 
calls to Janie to catch up and follow her.  Thusly they 
tag along through day-after-day — Janie, about four 
steps behind.  

And, I long to know their pure joy.  

Buzz, a Staffordshire Bull Terrier, acts as a guide dog 
to Glenn, who is blind.   Credit: ITV News, England 

SEVEN MIRROR IMAGES OF A WOMAN 
by Diane Neil 

Gleaned from the Internet  

    Age 3:   She looks at herself 
in the mirror and sees -- a 
Queen! 

   Age 15: She gazes into the 
mirror as she changes clothes 
four times.  Turning this way 
and that, she sees a cheer-
leader and practices a dazzling 
smile.  Or is that a girl with FAT 
-- UGLY -- PIMPLES!  "Mom! I 

can't go to school looking like this!" 

   Age 30:  She looks in the mirror, seeing too fat/
thin, too short/tall, too straight/curly.  But she is 
"working on It."  Armed with lotions and creams, 
scissors, and curling irons, she puts on her war paint 
and goes out to conquer the world. 

   Age 45:  She takes a quick glance, fluffs up her 
hair, slaps on some wrinkle cream, throws on her 
jacket and bolts out the door. 

   Age 65:  When she happens to notice herself in 
the mirror, she is reminded of friends who haven't 
made it even this far.  Behind her wrinkles, she sees 
wisdom and humor and goes out to enjoy the day. 

   Age 80:   Doesn't bother to look.  Just pops on her 
red hat, smirks, and goes out to join the world. 

   Age 90:   She peers at herself in the mirror and 
sees -- a Queen. 
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 How Can a Writer  

Make Money Blogging? 

A blogger’s column  
by Angie Horn 

Happy Blogging ~~ Angie     

Part 2 - Writing Skills 

The skill of writing helps tremendously. You, a mem-
ber of the High Desert branch of California Writers 
Club, are already an experienced writer, author, and/
or member of a critique group. You are instructed by 
phenomenal writing instructors at our annual confer-
ences. If anyone has expertise in writing, you do.  

You will soon discover that when you research blog-
ging, the phrase “content is king” is an important con-
cept in blogging. Keep in mind that when you write a 
blog post and click on “publish”, you are a published 
author. By selecting the type of topics that readers 
want to know about, you’ll attract readers by publish-
ing helpful content that will draw them back to your 
site continually.  

If you blog once a month, they will forget about you. 
Blog once a week, and they may go elsewhere to 
find the information they are searching for. Blog daily 
or at least a few times weekly. Offer writing advice, 
writing samples, contests, interviews, and invite 
writer friends to submit guest posts so you’ll have 
engaging content and a variety that readers will ap-
preciate. 

Long or Short Content? 

There is no perfect answer to this question. Both 

long and short content work. Under 500 words is 

short. A good rule of thumb is if the content is pro-

ducing desired results such as comments, product 

sales, and newsletter subscriptions, etc., then the 

content is working. You’ve hit the sweet spot. 

Try both long and short blog posts. See what works 

best for you. The longer a post is, however, the more 

likelihood that it will get shared on social media. Also 

add photos — that strategy always catches attention. 

 

 

 

Angie Horn is a blogging coach and author of HighDe-
sertBlogging.com. Contact her at hdblogging@gmail.com. 

Two High Desert writers will host 
Julie Adams, star of “The Creature 
from the Black Lagoon,” at the 2015 
Horror Book Fest planned for Satur-
day, October 3, 2015, at the Court-
yard Marriott, 9619 Mariposa Road in 
Hesperia from 2 to 5 pm. 

Award winning and Emmy nominated writer, E. Van 
Lowe aka Sal Conte, will share readings from his 
popular books. 

The event will also feature two short videos, 
“Norman's In Love” and “Spider and the Fly,” written 
and produced by Roberta L. Smith and Michael Raff, 
co-hosts of the book fest. Smith and Raff, creators of 
Nevermore Enter-
prises, hope to pro-
mote the Horror/
Paranormal genre.  

The High Desert 
Branch of the Cali-
fornia Writers Club, 
a branch of the 106 
year-old non-profit 
organization with 
over 1800 mem-
bers statewide, will 
help sponsor the 
program as part of 
its mission state-
ment to educate 
writers in every 
level — to write, 
publish, and market 
their works. 

Both promoters are published authors of such genre 
books and anthologies as well as movies, plays, and 
memoirs. 

Admission for the general public is $8. Published 
Horror genre authors are encouraged to reserve a 
table for $20 to sell their books at the venue . 

For more information, visit www.horrorbookfest.com 
or call Roberta Smith at 760 240-4822 or Michael 
Raff at 909 645-0551. 

Horror Book  

Festival Invites  

Local Authors  

of Paranormal/ 

Horror  

http://www.horrorbookfest.com/
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Writing Salon for the Screenwriter 

In their June 10 salon, Mary Ruth Hughes 
hosted those interested in Screenwriting. 
The group presenter was Mary DeSantis.  

Although not typical of every salon, a tasty 
event with chicken salad croissants, dev-
iled eggs (with fresh eggs from Hughes’ 
own chickens), potato salad, and home-
made cake with blueberries and cream for 
dessert was offered.  

Attending were: Patrick Nye, Mary D., 
Loralie Kay, Mary Ruth, Molly Jo Realy, 
Bob Isbill, and Roberta Smith. 

(photos by Molly Jo Realy) 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bag+of+french+fries&view=detailv2&&&id=FBDC158D85B75B3BE118EA28C31160686716C2F4&selectedIndex=4&ccid=xQrv77Xg&simid=608050980418356011&thid=JN.VbLL7pkpsYr6fIVqhapzYw
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Academy for Academic Excellence  

Honors Published Authors 

 

The High Desert Branch of the 
California Writers Club will pre-
sent scholarship awards to re-
cipients of its 2015 Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project on 
Tuesday, August 11, at the 
Hesperia Library Community 
Room, 9650 7th Avenue, from 
5 to 7 pm. The public is invited 
and there is no admission 
charge.       

The students will read excerpts 
from an anthology of the mem-
oir stories of High Desert senior 
citizens that the students au-
thored as part of an exclusive 
program created and facilitated 
by the local branch of the 106-
year old California Writers 
Club.  

Photo courtesy of Michael Fosse 

The HDCWC created an educational program for the students at the Academy for Academic Excellence in 
Apple Valley in order to have the young people preserve the stories of their elders so that those stories would 
not vanish.  The HDCWC named the program the Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project in honor of the late en-
thusiast who inspired and encouraged the idea. 

 
Each of the students is paired with a senior citizen that the project calls “Memoir Stars," most of whom are 
residents in the area. During a five-month program of two hours per month from August through December 
2014, the Branch members taught a curriculum of memoir writing in the classroom at the Academy. Between 
August of 2014 and March of 2015, these students each wrote a 3,000 to 4,000 word memoir story about 
their “Memoir Star," and then submitted them to the HDCWC for review and critique. The students had an op-
portunity to rewrite their stories, and re-submitted them to the HDCWC for publication.   

 

The HDCWC then compiled a collection of the best of these stories and published them in an anthology enti-
tled “All Our Yesterdays." It is the second year in a row that the HDCWC has sponsored the DCB Memoir 
Project, which is partially funded by the Central Board of the California Writers Club. About two dozen mem-
bers of the branch, all local writers, volunteered their time and talent to complete the 2015 project. The club 
will present cash awards to the top four students.  

For more information, visit www.hdcwc.com  

~~ Bob Isbill,   Outreach Director 

HDCWC to Host 2nd Scholarship Award Program for Teen Authors  

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
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Guidelines to Judge Works  
for Active Member Status 

The following guidelines may be used by branch ac-
creditation committees to judge material submitted pur-
suant to Policy and Procedures, section VI— CWC 
Membership, subsections D.3.a-c and D.4.a-b 
(determination of active status for self-publishers and 
writers who publish material under a self-owned imprint 
or electronically): 

Prima facie evidence of satisfying the requirement of 
“professional presentation” of writing style, style, and 
graphics, and “plans for distributing published materials” 
may be demonstrated by obtaining at least 15 points 
from the following point-weighted categories: 

1. Book published (print, ebook, audio): 15 
credits/points 

2. National Magazine/Newspaper/Literary Jour-
nal/trade magazine/Anthology (print or elec-
tronic):10 points (article, essay, newspaper 
column poem) 

3. Screenplay or Stage play: 15 points 
(whether sold or produced) 

4. Anthology (Non-National): 5 points (points 
may accrue if published in a different edition) 

5. Blog/Guest Blog: 3 points (one-time credit of 
3 points for having a personal blog; points 
may accrue for guest blogs) 

6. Contest Wins: points vary (may accrue for 
different contests) 

7. National Writing Contest (e.g. Writers Di-
gest) = 5 points 

8. Local/regional Writing Contest = 3 points 

9. Online ‘zine: 5 points 

Nothing in these guidelines prevents the applica-
tion of Policy and Procedures, section VI—Membership, 
subsections D.3.d or D.4.c, which reserve the right of 
the branch Accreditation Committee to determine 
whether the quality of the publication meets the 
high standards of professional writing. 

Are you diligently working on your 
first book? Do you spend nights won-
dering if anyone knows how much 
energy goes into the process? Now’s 
the time to share your progress with 
us. We would love to know how you 
are coming up with your inspiring 
story, your creative characters, and 
magical scenes. 

Best of all, we know that your market-
ing starts as soon as you’ve created a 
title. Don’t wait until the book is pub-
lished. Promote the heck out of it to 
keep us all eager to see it. Let the 
world know that your work-in-
progress is a viable project. Share 
your enthusiasm with us as you reach 
a new phase of your story. 

The momentum you create now can 
keep you running forward. To help 
you, write a short synopsis of your 
story, or several “log lines” of the 
story’s core idea, or even an “elevator 
pitch” that you’ve perfected. We'll 
print it in The Inkslinger. 

What? You haven't done that yet? 

Write one and share it here at “Work 
in Progress”  — the newest column 
available for new and experienced au-
thors. All we ask is that you write 100 
words or less about your newest 
work.  

We can’t wait to hear about it. 

       ~~Molly Jo Realy, PR & Social Media  

Teaser Alert ———-  

Work-in-Progress 
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
      Is it me or are the flies invading our High Desert homes like 
miniature Star Wars battle cruisers? I can’t even get through the 
doorway without 20 little friends coming in with me. I sit at my com-
puter typing with one hand while swatting with the other. This has 
got to stop! While you’re swatting, check out our newest column: 
Work-In-Progress, and send in a hint of what you’re doing. 
  

 As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial 
font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. Call if you have a new idea 
to share: 760-646-2661. I have a new email address: RustyLa-
Grange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories between 
600 to 800 words. Photos and graphics are also welcome. 

 September’s deadline is Aug. 23rd.   October’s deadline: Sept. 23rd.     

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
Look up older articles online  from The 
Inkslinger. Just go to: www.hdcwc.com /
Newsletter Page. Use a past issue to se-
duce a new writer to join us. We’ve made 
it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

