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  APRIL 2017 

A SIGN OF A HEALTHY branch 

Jenny Margotta Wins Jack London Award  

Continued on Page 3 

 As our President Dwight Norris said before 
election of our new Jack London recipient, a sign of 
a healthy California Writers Club branch is having 
numerous deserving nom-
inees. for Here is a list of 
our nominees for 2017, 
with just some of their 
contributions to the people 
of this club.  

Jenny Margotta: Treas-
urer for seven years, com-
puterizing quarterly re-
ports, set up detailed 
worksheets in Excel, start-
ed using QuickBooks for 
easy tracking. Helped 
transition the club to the 
Cloud for permanent record keeping. She has 
served as editor for our club anthologies as well as 
DCB anthologies. She has taught classes at the 
Academy for Academic Excellence and has served 
as mentor to the students. She has served on the 
Blue Ribbon Panel and go-to person for that pro-
gram’s computer challenges. She never refuses to 
help any person on any project.   

 

 

Michael Raff: Vice President for 
past four years, served on organ-
izing committee for club antholo-
gies, DCB Memoir Project as 
mentor and videographer, heads 
up Horror-Fest events with Roberta Smith, Spring 
Book Festival, Blue Ribbon Panel judge, arranger of 
food for special meetings, shopper and procurer of 
equipment needed by the club, and too numerous to 
count behind-the-scenes support activities to ensure 
that our meetings go off without a hitch. 

 

Sally Ortiz: Sets up our refresh-
ments at monthly meetings, 
working hard to display seasonal 
and holiday themes and provide 
a variety of foods, both healthful 
and sweet treats, as well as bev-
erages to keep everybody going. 

 

 

 

Mary Thompson: Pillar of the club, 
heading up the DCB Memoir Pro-
ject in 2015, driving force behind 
World Book Night, keeping the tra-
dition alive giving books away on 
Shakespeare and Cervantes’ death 
dates, April 23, 1616; and, co-
chairs and hosts critique groups 
throughout the club, arranges and 
performs speaking appointments to groups like Re-
tired Teachers Association, and Blue Ribbon Panel 
judge and organizer. 

 

 

Rusty LaGrange: Editor of our 
newsletter, The Inkslinger, and 
CWC’s statewide publication, 
The Bulletin. Both of these are 
major and time-consuming re-
sponsibilities. Serves on various 
committees to help with out-
reach, book festivals, registration 
desk at meetings. Always willing to 
help. 

Raff 

Ortiz 

Thompson 

Margotta 

LaGrange 
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High Desert Chapter of  

California Writers Club 

Board of Directors   

 
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2017. 

President 
Dwight Norris 
HDCWCPresidentDNorris@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Barbara Morrow Williams  

Secretary  
Naomi Ward 

naomiwardclark@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 

jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 

lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 
Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 
LoralieKay@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

 

Remember we now offer PayPal as a pay-
ment method for dues and purchases. 

ANTHOLOGY 

Coming fast is the deadline: April 15. 

Looking for an event to sell your book to the public?  Mi-
chael Raff and Roberta Smith are very excited to be putting 
together this year's Spring Book Fair.  

Last year's fair was not only fun, but a great success with 
sixty books sold. We think this year's event can be even 
better. 

The Spring Book Fair will be held only one day — May 
20,  at the Community Church at Jess Ranch (yes, where 
we hold our club meetings). The cost to participate is $10 
an author. This will help pay for the room and advertising 
on the radio. Authors must be a member of the HDCWC to 
sell their books and must have a resale license. 

If you have already signed up, or if you would like to sign 
up, please make out a check payable to Roberta Smith and 
mail it to her at 13040 Choco Rd.  Apple Valley, CA 
92308.   

We need to have a count of participants to set the advertis-
ing budget with the radio station. A deadline of April 
22nd has been set to sign up. 

If you have any questions, please contact Roberta 
at cwrlsmith@verizon.net  or Mike at mprseven@aol.com. 

Spring Book Fair at  
Jess Ranch Church 

Children’s book author, Suzanne, and her husband 
Willard Brumbaugh, will be having a book signing at 
Barnes and Noble, May 27, the Saturday after the 
Book Fair at Jess Ranch.  

She plans to read to the children at 10:00 and begin 
her book signing at 11:00. She would love to have 
anyone from the club stop by to see them.   

Children’s Author Offers Reading  

to Children at May 27 Signing 
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Continued from Page 1 

Submit Your Info to HDCWC Free 
Online Author’s Page 

 
 If you are a member of the HDCWC with a 
published book, you are eligible to have your very 
own page as part of our author’s section on the club 
website. To take advantage of this free opportunity, 
just send the following data to Roberta Smith 
cwrlsmith@verizon.net and put “Author Info” in the 
subject line of your email. 
 
The elements you’ll need: 
 
  * Headshot of you in jpg format 
  * Photo of your book (s) in jpg format 
  * Short bio 
  * Short synopsis of your book(s) 
  * Where your book (s) can be purchased 
  * Your author website (if you have one) 
 
 For those of you who already have a page, 
you may need an update if you’ve published addi-
tional titles.  Please look at your page and if an up-
date is needed,  send a jpg of your new book along 
with a synopsis. 
       
         ~~  Roberta Smith, webmaster 

 

Rita Wells: Served on the Blue 
Ribbon Panel for the Scholastic 
Arts & Writing Awards project, 
moving from back-up judge to 
primary. Sets up, along with 
Sally, our refreshment tables of 
food and beverages for our 
meetings. Also, brings refreshments 
to our special meetings, such as the 
Hesperia Library. Always willing to lend a helping 
hand. 

 

Mary DeSantis: Helps out how-
ever possible. Provides graphic 
design for flyers and other pro-
motional materials. Helps with 
the registration table at club 
meetings. Taught at the Screen-
writers Workshop hosted by 
Mary Ruth Hughes. Carries 
heavy equipment and helps set up 

at club meetings. With her busy family schedule, 
helps with club outreach including book festivals and 
signings. Always encouraging to members regarding 
their writing projects. 

 

Naomi Ward: Naomi has served 
as HDCWC Secretary for eight 
out of the last nine years. She 
was one of the “Fearless Four” 
who brought the club back to life 
in 2009. She edited the Inksling-
er, reviving that bi-monthly publi-
cation to a vibrant monthly news-
letter. As a voting Board Mem-
ber, she gives valuable input to 
our plans and activities. She 
supports every event and outreach pro-
gram. She gifts us with her wisdom and knowledge of 
Robert’s Rules so we stay on track. She has given 
many years of faithful service to the club. 

Wells 

DeSantis 

Ward 

In presenting Jenny Margotta with the outstanding 
acknowledgment, HDCWC president Dwight Norris 
noted that Jenny Margotta has been treasurer for sev-
en years; helped transition the club to the Cloud for 
permanent record keeping; served as editor for two 
club anthologies as well as two other Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project anthologies; taught classes at 
the Academy for Academic Excellence, and served as 
mentor to the project's students. Jenny Margotta also 
recently served as a judge on the Blue Ribbon Panel 
of the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Competition, 
and was the go-to person for that program’s computer 
challenges.  

Margotta is co-author of two books, and has personal-
ly edited over fifty published books. 

Plan Now for the 
 Spring Book Fair – May 20 
inside Jess Ranch Church 

Tables are only $10 to help 
cover ads & PR 

Get the word out through your Facebook 
friends and people you know who will pro-
mote books and authors. Contact: 

cwrlsmith@verizon.net  

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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Managing Your Writing Career 
One of the questions that comes up for new writers is wondering if writing for magazines is a good way to be-
come published. Zane Gray and Isaac Asimov are two authors who started out in short story format in maga-
zines. There is no disgrace in writing  — whether it’s general popular mags, sports, glamour, home and gar-
den or any number of publications — a good story. What matters most is the circulation of readership. 

Generally, articles give you practice, gives you a trend to follow so you’re aware of current topics, and forces 
you to work on a deadline while submitting quality work. Writers’ guidelines demand you follow directions. 

by Rusty LaGrange 
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Author’s Accolades 

Roberta Smith has published her sixth novel – her first in the young adult 
genre. Simone’s Ghosts tells the tale of an insecure teenage girl with special 
gifts. Not only can she see ghosts, she can move things with her mind and 
sometimes read other people’s thoughts. As she navigates through a new 
high school, she must learn to accept herself while dealing with bullies, 
young love, and two ghosts who want her to solve a mystery. Here’s an ex-
cerpt with Simone and Jimmy, who is a ghost by the way: 

     Curious, she tossed the blouse aside and picked up the phone. Suddenly 
Jimmy was there, his head next to Simone’s, listening in. 

“Hi girlfriend . . . not,” Jenna’s voice came through. 

Simone held her breath. She didn’t know what to say. She turned from Jim-
my, but he came around and stuck his head to the phone again. 

“I’m just calling to let you know I’m having a party tomorrow night. No, I’m 
not putting you on the guest list. But Dalton will be there. I guess you could 
crash it, but I doubt that would be any fun for you. So sorry to mess things 
up for that little study-group-of-two date you had organized, if it could have 
even been called a date. But, you know, these things happen. Oh, and Dal-

ton asked me to break it to you. Ciao.” 

Jenna hung up. 

“How’d she get your number? Huh? Huh? Huh?” Jimmy looked pretty pleased with himself. “I 
know you told me not to come here,” he continued, then sang in a melody Simone had never heard, 
something about dropping in to see what condition she was in. 

“What does that mean?” 

“Hey! We’ve made progress. You asked me a question. You didn’t tell me to get out.” 

“Get out.” Simone turned her back to him. 

“I’m just saying. Who gave her your number? The only person who 
has it. Dalton.” 

Simone stood still, pressing her lips together and thinking. She 
tossed the phone on the bed. Yeah. How would she have her number 
unless Dalton gave it to her? 

“What are you going to do?” Jimmy asked. 

“Nothing,” Simone said. “It’s no big deal. I never asked for a date in 
the first place.” 

“Yeah, but, she shouldn’t get away with treating you like that.” 

Simone shook her head in tight little movements. “I can handle it.” 
She felt her eyes grow hot, and tears began to form. “Would you go 
away now? Please.” 

“I’ll go. But I think—” 

“Just leave me alone.” Simone wiped her eyes. When she looked 
again, Jimmy was gone.  

“Well,” she said. “Guess I don’t have to worry about what to wear.” 

 

 Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC8a-od4clQ to 
see a fun book trailer starring Roberta’s niece, Dani, as Simone. 
The book is available on Amazon in print and Kindle formats. 

Simone’s Ghosts 
Roberta Smith Publishes Her First Young Adult Novel 

 Bio:  

 Roberta Smith has been a 
member of the HDCWC since 
2009, and over the years has 
worn many hats for the club: 
Critique Group co-chair, Mem-
bership Chair, Vice President, 
and Webmaster. She has pub-
lished six novels, one book of 
short stories, and a historical 
memoir about her two-times 
great grandfather’s experience 
in the American Civil War. Her 
genre of choice is paranormal 
mystery with a splash of ro-
mance. She and fellow club 
member, Michael Raff, formed 
Nevermore Enterprises to 
bring events to the High Desert 
that promote the horror and par-
anormal genres.  

To learn more about Roberta’s 
books visit: 
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By Diane Neil 

Jo 

 Social Media 

Mo by Molly Jo       
Realy 

Social media is one of those love-hate relationships. 
There’s a lot of good buzz it can create, but there’s 
also a bitter aftertaste if a “troll” decides to attack 
your territory.  

It’s important to understand the difference between 
trolls and someone who just doesn’t like you. You 
have every right to delete inflammatory comments 
and keep peace on your pages, but be careful to not 
manipulate the system so you’re only seeing the 
sunny side of things. If a person voices their dislike, 
let them know it’s okay, and different people have 
different views.  

When those views, comments, reviews, and posts 
turn into hurt and hate, it’s time to tromp that troll! 

What’s a troll? Well, they’re not those cute little dolls 
from the 80s. No, the trolls I’m talking about are peo-
ple who actively seek out posts with the intent of 
posting, well, less than sweet comments. They start 
arguments, throw insults, and pretty much like to turn 
things sideways.  

One of the ways you can conquer these little nui-
sances is to have a comment filter on your blog set-
tings. These automatically search for words you’ve 
flagged as offensive or inappropriate. You may want 
to take it a step further and add a captcha filter. This 
requires the commenter to manually type numbers 
and/or letters they see in a small photo, to prove 
they’re not a robot or automated reply. On most so-
cial media sites, you can report inappropriate com-
ments and block users.  

Trolls can be hard to handle. It’s always a good idea 
to never respond to them. Even when you feel like 
defending yourself, clarifying your position, or just 
plain stopping the madness. Trolls feed off the chaos 
they create. If you stop responding to them, most of 
the time they’ll move on.  

With some sweet tea, a spoonful of honey, and some 
heavy Army boots, 

~ Happy writing.  

 

Molly Jo 

 

Tromping Trolls 

    

 Did you watch the Golden Globes?  I 
did.  I watch all the award shows.  It’s my 
guilty pleasure.  I record them and fast for-
ward through the commercials.  We watch 
everything that way, even the news.  I think 
over the past year we’ve probably saved 
hundreds of hours. 

 I don’t care who wins or loses or even 
try to keep track of the award categories.  I 
just love the hoopla involved in the love affair 
Hollywood has with itself.  There’s more dra-
ma in the International Ballroom of the Bev-
erly Hilton Hotel than in all the movies and 
TV shows put together. 

 My husband doesn’t care for those 
shows.  He says he doesn’t enjoy the losers 
trying to act happy for the winners or the win-
ners making fools of themselves in their ac-
ceptance speeches.  Also, he hates watching 
everyone kissing and hugging and trying to 
wriggle their way through the crowded tables 
up to the stage.  I love all that, especially 
when someone trips on the train of their de-
signer dress or has a wardrobe malfunction. 

 “Who are you wearing?” the starry-
eyed reporters ask.  Then the stars must 
name all the designers and jewelers and 
shoemakers who have created their ensem-
bles.  That’s the part I like best.  This year I 
saw more startling cleavage than ever be-
fore, and noticed several nervous men trying 
not to look. 

 I can’t wait for the Oscars.  I will 
come well prepared.  If someone would ask 
me who I’m wearing, I’d say “Pajamas by J.C 
Penney, bed socks by Kmart, and slippers by 
Kohl’s.” 

FASHIONISTA 

 

"Writing is not necessarily something to 
be ashamed of, 

But do it in private and wash your 
hands afterward." 

 -- Robert Heinlein  
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Home-Coming 
by Léonie  Adams 

When I stepped homeward to my hill, 
   Dusk went before with quiet tread; 
The bare laced branches of the trees 
   Were as a mist about its head. 

  

Upon its leaf-brown breast the rocks 
   Like great grey sheep lay silentwise, 
Between the birch trees’ gleaming arms, 
   The faint stars trembled in the skies. 

  

The white brook met me half-way up, 
   And laughed as one that knew me well, 
To whose more clear than crystal voice 
   The frost had joined a crystal spell. 

  

The skies lay like pale-watered deep, 
   Dusk ran before me to its strand 
And cloudily leaned forth to touch 
   The moon’s slow wonder with her hand. 

   
  

 Born on December 9, 1899, in Brooklyn, New York, Léonie Adams graduated from Barnard College 
in 1922. 

An educator, consultant, editor, and poet, she was best known for her meticulously crafted lyric poetry, 
which fused Romantic and Metaphysical elements. In the 1920s, she served in editorial capacities for both 
Wilson Publishing and The Metropolitan Museum of Art. She then went on to teach English and lecture at 
various colleges and universities, including New Jersey College for Women, from which she received an 
honorary doctoral degree in 1950; University of Washington; the Breadloaf Writers Conference; Columbia 
University; New York University; and Sarah Lawrence College. 

Read more at: Poets.org 

 

1899-1988 , Brooklyn , NY  

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-romanticism
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/text/brief-guide-metaphysical-poets
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Mythology-based epic fantasy adventure novel ‘Ashling’ scheduled 
for publication in April 2017 

Mary Mack's award-winning screenplay has been adapted to novel format at the suggestion of the 
Irish Film Board. If the novel garners a popular fan base, the Irish Film Board has expressed an in-
terest in producing the script as an epic family adventure film. 

 

Irish author Mary Mack connects seemingly random threads from Ireland’s early history, global mytholo-
gy, dragons, elves, giants, gods and angels, geology, quantum physics, Greek literature, and biblical ac-
counts of Earth’s beginnings, and has woven them into a fascinating tale for all ages. 

The feature-length script which Ashling is based upon, won Best Fantasy Screenplay at the 2015 Table 
Read My Screenplay contest, out of nearly 1,000 entries worldwide. 

The following are excerpts from the Irish Film Board’s review of Ashling: 

“Pulling together elements of stories such as Lord of the Rings, “Game of Thrones,” Hunger Games and 
even Brave, this sprawling epic ... [is] visually stunning.” 

“Mythology-based fantasy adventure of epic proportions set in Ireland. Along the lines of Narnia, Lord of 
the Rings, The Hobbit, Harry Potter, Beowulf… Very strong heroine ... Merging of contemporary and ancient, 
time travelling-element. It has a lot of commercial elements and could be visually striking: big war/battle piec-
es, fantastical creatures, superpowers, romantic subplot, chess-style power games between groups, a ticking 
clock.” 

Born in England and raised in Ireland, Mary Mack now calls California home. Her career background in-
cludes journalism, editing, graphic design, and desktop publishing in the aerospace industry. Professional 
memberships include the International Screenwriters Association and the California Writers Club.  

Summary of the novel: 

A freak hang-gliding accident plunges a young woman through a rip in the fabric of Time and catapults 
her into Ireland’s past, where Fomorian Giants are battling Elves of the Tuatha Dé Danaan for lordship over 
the downtrodden, enslaved Humans. 

All Ashling wants is to go home, but the only way back is through the inter-dimensional travel hub on 
Mount Olympus, which is jealously guarded by Fallen Angels—the all-powerful and violent gods of mytholo-
gy. The transplanted university student gathers together a band of misfits, repels an invasion of Giants, res-
cues a besieged Elf princess, masters a ferocious dragon, and sparks a Human revolution. 

—and Ashling must race against Time and Fate to reach the quantum portal before it closes forever. 

Ashling will be available for purchase at  

https://www.createspace.com/645621, also at amazon.com, Amazon Kindle, Amazon sites worldwide, and 
wherever books are sold. 

Email:  
mary_mack@outlook.com 

Phone: (760) 949-1667 

https://
www.createspace.com/6456
210 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 9 

 

Outside of those wonderful Ken Burns documentaries, 
most of us have no personal recollection of World 
War II, the Great Depression, or the pervasive dust 
bowl storms that covered much of the nation in the 
thirties. 

However, those participants on the “Golden Girls” 
Panel (and even some of the nonagenarians in the 
audience) did have personal memories of those earli-
er times. Some have even written about them. 

On Saturday, March 25, Evelyn Blocker, Amy Burnett, 
June Langer, and Diane Neil made up a panel of story
-tellers that captivated the Hesperia Library Communi-
ty Room audience. Mary Langer Thompson spoke on 
behalf of Winnie Rueff, reading a section of her book, 
Calling Nurse Mearns. 

President Dwight Norris led the panel discussion, in-
troducing and interviewing each participant. 

Following the panel's official discussions, the ladies 
pulled off a hilarious reading of famous lines found on 
the Internet attributed to actual Southwest Airlines  
stewards and stewardesses. 

It was a PR team support. The event was video-
recorded by Joan Rudder-Ward, and her assistant, 
Joshua, with extra photography done by Dave 
Thompson. Jenny Margotta created the flyer, Vice 
President Barbara Morrow Williams assisted with pub-

“Golden Girls” Panel of “You're Never Too Old” a Success 

Hesperia Library Event Attracts New Writers Who May Not Have Considered a Book Now 

Panel: (l-r) Evelyn Blocker, Amy Burnett, June 
Langer, Diane Neil and sitting for Winnie Rueff is 
Mary Langer Thompson. 

licity, and Hospitality co-chair, Rita Wells, provid-
ed refreshments. Judi Isbill and daughter Alicia 
Hoy crafted the oxygen masks and flotation vest 
“props” for the Flight Attendant skit. 

President Dwight Norris kicked off the event with 
panel introductions 

Audience was entertained with a skit and panel. 
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Piddle paddling 

proper necks bobbing 

biting bait 

 

bowing 

below the surface submerging 

and emerging 

 

shaking water off its beak 

leaving rippling streams 

behind 

 

Determined head held high 

with a sense of direction-- 

a will to try-- 

 

A duck cannot deny its destiny 

then how much more  

should I? 

 

Duck Determination 
by Debbie Rubio 

Our CWC past speaker and poet, Don Kingfisher 
Campbell, invited Lorelei Kay (Loralie Palotta)  to 
be the featured poet, and Mary Langer Thompson 
to present her Found Poetry Workshop on Satur-
day, February 4th,  at the Santa Catalina Branch of 
the Pasadena Public Library. Mary had previously 
taught Found Poetry to Don’s Alhambra High 
School class. 

 

Loralie read 
several of her 
poems to an 
attentive audi-
ence of about 
25 people, 
and Mary 
brought her 
“word box” of 
cut-out words 
and phrases 
and let the 
members of Don’s group work their magic and 
arrange them into poems.  

 

Several members, including Don, wrote several, 
and the evening ended with a reading. Several 
“jazzed up” their poems by performing them in hip
-hop or reading dramatically, and everyone had a 
great time.  

 

Mary and Loralie were happy to connect with this 
group of talented poets and to tell them about our 
High Desert California Writers Club and our poet-
ry group, the PoemSmiths. Both Loralie and Mary 
were published in Spectrum 8 (“What’s Your 
Heaven?”) and Spectrum 9 (Ekphrastic Poetry), 
anthologies edited and published by Campbell 
and open only to southern California poets. 

 

PoemSmiths Present in Pasadena 
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The Second Annual 

 
highdesertbookfest.org 

 

Saturday, October 7, 2017- 9a.m.-4p.m. 

Victor Valley Arts and Education Center sponsor 

A “street-fair” venue on Civic Drive 

As part of the  

 

After the success of our first book festival, 
we are doing it again! 

Sell direct to HD readers!! 

We invite authors interested in being exhibi-
tors to email us at hdbookfest@gmail.com 

with details about their books and requesting 
information about registration. Hope to see 

you there!              

  It’s    
both in 

one event 

Email for deadlines & booth rates 

 

 

Not just a fence 

but a fence where family         
and friends hang 

    to cheer you on 

      give you support 

        and watch you grow. 

   Not Just a Fence                                                                by fumi-tome ohta 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories   

   by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

All Our Yesterdays: A Collec-
tion of Memories is the latest 
student-created anthology 
which focuses on interviews of 
senior citizens,  

Amazon.com for $11.99 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

 

 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

Stashed away in a box of mementos, 
it’s the first printing of this treasure 
now available for only $13.35 at Ama-
zon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 Gear Up for 2017 HD Anthology 

Pull your best essays, short stories, and po-
etry for the next call for submissions to our 
branch’s anthology.  

This time we’ll be asking community leaders 
to be the judging panel for all submissions. 

 The cost for submissions will remain the 
same. Just $15 to help offset publishing 
costs. 

 A separate contest for cover photo. 

 Another separate contest for the Title of 
this anthology. 

Already in the works are the Anthology direc-
tors:  

Mike Raff, Steve Marin, and Jenny Margotta. 

Coming fast is the deadline: April 15. 

Completed book for sale by Nov 11. 

Refunds will be provided to entries not ac-
cepted for publication. 

Come Over to The Dark Side 

  . . . sort of 

The critique group, The Dark Side, (which 
isn't all that dark), is open for one, possibly 
two more people. The genre is primarily, 
Sci-Fi, Horror, Paranormal -splash of Fan-
tasy. 

 We meet once a month on Sunday after-
noons at 1:00 at one home or another. We 
send our work (roughly 11-18 pages usu-
ally) ahead of time, make our comments 
on the paper, and bring it to the next 
meeting to ask questions and discuss.  

 Please e-mail one of us if you would like 
to sit in on a meeting to check us out. 
Freddi: docaurum@aol.com; Mike: 
mprseven@aol.com; Steve: stevenfred-
marin@gmail.com 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
      Thanx for your submissions. I probably don’t say that enough. It’s 
an important part of our benefits to membership. I’ll be highlighting many 
of the benefits available that some members may not know about. To 
share your creativity with the rest of the branch, send your entries to: 

          The Inkslinger. Use Arial font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. 
My email address for submissions is Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. 
Try to aim for articles and stories between 300 to 700 words. Photos, 
poetry, and graphics are always welcome.  

 Have a new book? Let me promote your book here with your cov-
er, your bio, your mug shot, and book highlights. This package can also 
be used in The Bulletin for $90 — but here it’s free! 

       May’s deadline: April 23.  June’s deadline: May 20 ( a few days ear-
lier to accommodate our election announcements) 

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2017 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Highlight YOUR Book Cover 
Only $10 

For 3 months 
 

Web site URL included 
(write a free synopsis  

for Inkslinger pages inside)  
 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Services 

KEEP THEM  

WANTING MORE Under New Management: 

HighDesertBlogging.com 
Regional News, Events, Post Your  

   Book Signing, Free Guest Blog Entry as 
a Guest 

Just call 760.646.2661 or text, or 

email to Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

AUG 

Volunteer to Network as new SoCal Rep  

Each branch of the California Writers Club has the op-
portunity to share ideas and network with other chap-
ters in their southern or northern region of the state.  

We currently need a High Desert branch representative 
for the SoCalWritersShowcase.com meetings held in 
Pasadena.  

If you are interested in this position and willing to share 
the information during our branch’s board meetings, 
contact President Dwight Norris or Bob Isbill with your 
request. 

Check out : http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com/
about/ 

{ { 


