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  APRIL 2016 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

BOB DYLAN’S Point of View 

Scratch it Out When it Doesn’t Fit 

Continued on Page 2 

By John Forde, author of online newsletter Copywrit-
ers’ Roundtable 

S ometime ago, somebody stole a little red note-
book. It was full of chicken scratchings. Really 

tiny print, neither neat nor clean. But because of the 
contents, aficionados and collectors passed it around, 
as though some sacred lost text or holy docu-
ment.  Along with a few other papers and two other 
books from the same source, the lot of it was recently 
picked up by a foundation for a hefty sum.  

N obody’s saying exactly how much, but the num-
ber paid lands somewhere between $15 million 

and $20 million. For a pile of notes.  

A re these the lost scrolls from the Dead Sea, 
Shakespeare’s secret diary, or the blueprints for 

the perpetual motion machine? No. It’s WHAT A BIL-
LIONAIRE JUST BOUGHT. The notebook and the 
paper scraps, once probably strewn across a hotel 
room’s unmade bed or stuffed in a kit bag, are the 
song notes of Bob Dylan.  

A nd the buyer? I’m guessing there are plenty out 
there who’d pay a hefty pile of cash for anything 

Bob. The guy had a way of gathering rabid fans. This 
buyer, though, isn’t one. Rather, he’s Oklahoma’s 
richest resident, George Kaiser, a 73 year-old billion-
aire and oilman. 

S ays Kaiser, he bought the collection because Dyl-
an’s songwriting records have earned a place in 

history. Quite a place, apparently -- they’ll be housed 
next to a rare copy of the Declaration of Independ-
ence. But here’s the part that really grabbed my atten-
tion. Check out this New York Times quote about the  

archive: “With voluminous drafts from every phase 
of Mr. Dylan’s career, the collection offers a compre-
hensive look at the working process of a legendarily 
secretive artist...” And then, more importantly, this 
bit… “Dozens of rewrites track the evolution of even 
minor songs like ‘Dignity,’ which went through more 
than 40 pages of changes but was still cut from the 
1989 album ‘Oh Mercy.’” 

S ee that? More than 40 pages of changes... to a 
piece that eventually got cut from the final 

work. Now, doesn’t that make you feel a little bit bet-
ter about playing lose with your own delete key, in-
side the unseen chaos of your own developing 
works? 

Continued on Page 8 

 Pamela Samuels Young 
is a practicing attorney 
whose award-winning legal 
thrillers are known for their 
unexpected twists and 
strong female characters. 
Dubbed "John Grisham 
with a sisters twist," Pam 
ela Samuels-Young has 
penned seven novels in-
cluding her latest, "Lawful 
Deception."  

Thriller Novelist  & Attorney 

to Speak This Saturday 

Pamela Samuels-Young 
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Continued from Page 1 
 HDCWC Announces 

Nominating Committee  
The HDCWC Board appointed Bob Isbill as the 
2016 Nominating Committee Chairman, who ap-
pointed Mary Langer Thompson and Linda Boruff 
to serve on the committee. The committee was 
approved by the board. 

Members are encouraged to notify one of the 
committee members if he/she would like to be 
placed on the slate of officers to be elected at the 
June 2016 meeting by those members present 
and voting.  

Candidates willing to serve, and in agreement to 
be nominated may also be nominated prior to 
election at the membership meeting on June 11, 
2016. 

In case of two candidates running for the same 
office, election will be made by secret ballot. 

Michael Raff and Roberta Smith are spearheading a HDCWC sponsored event — "Spring Book Fair" 
— to be held April 30th at the Community Church at Jess Ranch, 11537 Apple Valley Rd, Apple Valley. 

(Yes, where we hold our club meetings).  

Select your best Spring tablecloth and signs for promoting your books. Open to the public, CWC au-
thors can set up their tables starting at 9:00 am with the public welcome from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
The cost to participate is $20 an author. This will help pay for the room and advertising on radio and 
in print. Authors must be a member of the HDCWC and have a resale license to sell their books. With 
this low cost to participate, it is hoped that first-time authors can use this event as training or spring-

board for their marketing strategies.  

Remember you must have a resale license to sell your books. Contact Jenny Margotta to verify your 
license is on file. Please contact Roberta (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) to let her know that you wish to 

participate. This program is offered by Nevermore Enterprises. 

Spring Book Fair Exclusively for HDCWC Authors! 

“Classics from the 1960s,” The NY Times goes on, 
“appear in coffee-stained fragments, their author still 
working out lines that generations of fans would 
come to know by heart.” 

Maybe you’re not a Dylan fan. At least one of my 
readers drops me a note every time I mention any 
music of any kind that’s post 1900, just to let me 
know he’s not interested. Fair enough.  

But how can you not like this next bit, from the same 
piece in the NY Times: 

“The range of hotel stationery suggests an obses-
sive self-editor in constant motion.” 

And this is really the point. You can’t spend this 
much time around words without getting a little fond 
of arranging them in the right order. Just as certain, 
I’m sure you’ve never imagined that Dylan or any 
other highly lauded writer ever got there without put-
ting in the work... and then scratching it out, when it 
didn’t fit...  

Pass after pass, draft after draft, and change after 
change -- until the end product is so smooth, so 
compelling, you can’t see any of the rivets or seams 
at all. That’s a simple observation. Maybe it’s even 
an obvious one. But still, it’s one worth keeping. 

 

n. A professional writer; one who makes a busi-
ness of writing.  (bad writer): hack, scribbler; a tat-

tooist; contemptuous for "journalist," from 1870. 

Inkslinger, You Say? 

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net
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What You Missed 

LeeAnne  

Krusemark  

Story and Photos by Rusty LaGrange 

It’s always enjoyable to share time 
with noted and respected profession-
als in the field at our meetings. We 
have looked into the inner workings 
of self-publishing from many angles 
but not the depth that our guest, 
LeeAnne Krusemark, offered in 
March. 

LeeAnne adamantly wishes us to 
take full advantage of all of our skills 
and accomplishments to gain credi-
bility as a writer. From the earliest 
attempts, our writing history is useful 
in establishing our goals, talents, and 
finished projects. 

If we expect to be read and develop 
a following of readers, we need to be 
credible. LeeAnne helped to define 
the best ways to keep our credibility 
in the minds of publishers as we gain 
more milestones on our road to au-
thorship. 

“Now publishers want someone else 
to have taken the gamble first before 
they even look at your work,” said 
LeeAnne. “Expect rejection letters as 
you gain more experience. But break 
in with short creations that will help 
build credibility now.” 

Fillers, greeting cards, recipes, jokes, 
contests, news, editorials, online 
blogging, will all held establish a writ-
er’s creative muscle. 

When submitting to publishers and 
getting no response after six months, 
you’re free to submit to other publish-
ers. Define your markets by using 
resources like Writer’s Digest or 
online searches to see what writer’s 
guidelines are for each market. 

She said to stay away from antholo-
gies that you must pay to be in or 
thesis papers for college students 
where the ethics of writing for some-
one else is at stake. 

For query letters use your talent as a 
creative writer to pump up your skills 
but don’t lie — credibility is at stake. 

“No two writers will ever be like any others.” 

~~  LeeAnne Krusemark 

“Work hard on your credibility with 
publishers because the average self-
published author only sells 20 books.” 

~~  LeeAnne Krusemark 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 4 

Meeting Reminder: 

Planning a Writers’ Salon at  

Your Home  

or a Local Café?  
Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our  Salons  

Coordinator with some great ideas. Email her at   

LoralieKay@aol.com 

    Space Is Available 

Looking for a critique group? We have room –    

 Mid-week Critique, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 Weekend Critique, 1st & 3rd Saturdays from    

3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 
For more information, please contact Anita Holmes.   
mailto:pennedbyanita@outlook.com  

Holmes Hosts Two Mixed 
Genre Critique Groups 

SHARE THE DATE 

On Our New Online Calendar 
We now have an online calendar of HDCWC related 
Events! Book signing? Salon? Workshop? Post the 
dates in advance. Contact Webmaster Roberta Smith 
to enter events.  
  Check it out! 
Keep Up With What's Going On at the HDCWC 
http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html  

 What’s a Salon? 
Check Here for the Latest Salon Events,  

Book Signings Or Host Your own 

Our regularly scheduled HDCWC general meeting for 
May will not be held at Jess Ranch Community 
Church. Meet this time only at Hazel Stearns’ home. 
We ask that you call to RSVP and get directions to 
her home. You can contact Loralie Kay through her 
email for more information.  

Email: LoralieKay@aol.com 

 

— This meeting is for members only 
— 

 
We also ask that you carpool as much as possible 
since there is limited parking at her home. Our meet-
ing will be a mix of tabletop discussions arranged in 
several rooms and social time. We meet from 10-
noon as usual. 

“&” Was a Letter in the Alphabet 
Just like in these familiar names -- Johnson & Johnson, 
Barnes & Noble, Dolce & Gabbana -- the ampersand 
today is used primarily in business names, but that 
small character was once the 27th part of the alphabet, 
according to Dictionary.com. Where did it come from 
though? The origin of its name is almost as bizarre as 
the name itself. 

The shape of the character (&) predates the word am-
persand by more than 1,500 years. In the first century, 
Roman scribes wrote in cursive, so when they wrote the 
Latin word et which means “and” they linked the e and 
t. Over time the combined letters came to signify the 
word “and” in English as well. Certain versions of the 
ampersand, like that in the font Caslon, clearly reveal 
the origin of the shape. 

The word “ampersand” came many years later when 
“&” was actually part of the English alphabet. In the 
early 1800s, school children reciting their ABCs con-
cluded the alphabet with the &. It would have been 
confusing to say “X, Y, Z, and.” Rather, the students 
said, “and per se and.” “Per se” means “by itself,” so 
the students were essentially saying, “X, Y, Z, and by 
itself and.” Over time, “and per se and” was slurred 
together into the word we use today: ampersand. When 
a word comes about from a mistaken pronunciation, it’s 
called a “mondegreen.” 

http://www.hdcwc.com/calendar.html
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In Celebration of National Poetry Month 
 

"I think a poet is anybody who 
wouldn't call himself a poet.” 

- Bob Dylan 

Looking for poetry prompts all month long? The NaPoWriMo community publishes daily prompts in April. 

 

Bringing in 
the Peeps 

by Mary Langer Thompson 

 

I tried to give them up for Lent, 

but I'm a Peep-a-holic. 

Every spring, it happens, 

the great migration of 

new-borns come hopping 

onto store shelves, 

and I am first to find 

a sacrificial one,  

a soft marshmallow   

in the hand better than 

five in a box. 

 

I never met one I didn't like: 

conjoined peeps, 

mutant peeps. 

stiff, stale 99 Cent Store peeps. 

I'm a white, yellow, pink, or 

even purple peep eater. 

Each comes rejoicing for 

my sugary soul. 

My Barnyard Boy 
 By Lora Stonebraker 

You were my little chick, vulnerable and exposed. 

I cultivated you from the moment I learned of you 

incubating, evolving within the cloistered nest 

of my body. 

My delicate, downy chick. 
 

I tended you as you matured 

into a cocky pubescent rooster, 

alternately crowing and peeping. 

Independent, yet needy, 

competing for food and crowing at the sun. 
 

You escape the confining yard to explore the farm. 

Predators lurking among rows of corn 

and howling outside the perimeters of barbed wire. 

You tangle with a few foxes, 

return to the coop bloody, weak, and furious. 

 

You skirmish with other adolescent cockerels, arrogant and haughty, 

preening, frolicking, scratching, squawking. 

You strut and crow to be heard, 

your red comb blazing atop your haughty head. 

 

Still you resent the confines of the hen-house, 

the clucking, nesting, and smothering of my maternal feathers. 

Always and always you escape, 

returning injured, broken, damaged. 

I watch you swagger across the barnyard: chest out, plumage displayed. 

And I bury my head beneath my wing, afraid for you, 

my delicate, downy chick. 

P S 

P S 

P S This symbol denotes a PoemSmith member 

http://www.napowrimo.net/


 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 6 

 

APRIL WEATHER REPORT 

  

The Argument 

Dark storm clouds gathered, 

thunder boomed my tears to fall 

alone, I shivered. 

  

The Apology 

Raindrops cleansed and cooled. 

You brought sunshine back to me. 

The rainbow shimmered. 

~~  Diane Neil   

SPRING CLEANING 

 by Diane Neil   

Piled under winter quilts 

I lost so many things: 

My grandpa's Scottish kilts, 

My grandma's Irish rings, 

 a pair of mugs from ages past, 

a wedding photo, now defunct. 

Funny how some things don't last 

and treasures turn to junk. 

 Now I know that stuff is hexed. 

I'm putting up a sign: 

YARD SALE Friday next. 

I'll leave the past behind. 

Twenty Percent Chance 

By Rusty LaGrange 

 

Strip them. Strip them all of their  

Meteorological Certifications! 

They know no better than any 

stone wrapped in leather hanging  

from a gnarled stick. 

If it’s wet – it’s raining 

If it’s moving – strong winds 

If it’s white – well, I’ll be! 

It snowed to four thousand feet. 

This antique Easter card is hand-painted and belated for this 
worldwide commemoration. 

P S 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 7 

 III. 

Foundation 

In the raw sunlight of day. 

I release and relax into the unknown, 

lowering my shield with brave shaking hands. 

I disengage from my battle with the darkness. 

I simply observe, allowing it to exist. 

Acceptance. 

The clouds disperse. 

My vision clears. 

The monsters are paper. 

 

My heart defrosts. 

It melts into freedom 

to resume its dance with the universe. 

 

My Dance with Darkness 
By Lora Stonebraker 

I. 

Freedom 

I release my heart 

from the chains of thought, 

from the shackles of judgment. 

to dance with the universe. 

 

The stuff of life: 

mundane pains 

perceived rejections 

flow through and around me. 

 

But like puffs of dandelions, 

they float away to another place 

and are gone. 

 

Leaving a space in my chest 

for my creator's love to fill. 

II. 

Fear 

Devil dark clouds of fear 

cluster in my chest. 

My spirit freezes. 

Its dance immobile. 

 

Whispers of dread 

creep through my center, 

wrap around my soul. 

They strangle that ribbon of light 

which illuminates my essence. 

 

They darken my vision so I can't see clearly. 

My world is gray. Ominous. 

Monsters inhabit my slumber, 

and beat through the curtain of consciousness. 

They continue their attack 

 

Smiles! 
 

Smiling is infectious, 
you catch it like the flu. 

When someone smiled at me today, 
I started smiling too. 

 
I passed around the corner, 
and someone saw my grin. 
When he smiled I realized 

I’d passed it on to him! 
 

I thought about that smile, 
then I realized its worth. 

A single smile just like mine 
could travel round the Earth! 

 

Unknown  

P S 
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Her thriller, "Anybody's Daughter" won 
the 2014 NAACP image award for out-
standing fiction and was a top pick by "In 
the margins," the best books for at-risk 
teens. Pamela has achieved a successful 
writing career while working as managing 
counsel for labor and employment law for 
Toyota. A former television news writer and 
producer, Samuels-Young is a die-hard 
member of Sisters in Crime Los Angeles, 
an organization dedicated to the advance-
ment of women mystery writers. 

Be sure to join us Saturday April 9th and 
invite a friend. 

Continued from Page 1 

Our Saturday 
Speaker 

(Sing it to “Beep Beep, the Little Nash Rambler”) 
  

He bought it off the showroom floor, 
to climb the rocks and hills. 
Though that was several years ago 
adventures beckon still.                     
  
The test between machine and rock 
men always like to try. 
Exploring every mountain trail 
before their engines die. 
  
Beep beep, beep beep. 
His Jeep goes beep beep beep. 
  
The big rock piles say “Come climb me!” 
A manly feat to own. 
Scenic mountain vistas pull 
at male testosterone. 
  

A stock wheel base ain’t long enough 
extending is a must. 
And thirty-three inch tires won’t do, 
his Jeep must have real guts.  
  

Whroom whroom. 
His Jeep goes whroom whroom whroom.  
  
But axles, tie-rod ends, U-joints 
control arms and springs break. 
And crank position sensors die  
and steering boxes bake. 
  
A skid plate, rocker guard, can smash 
across a bulging boulder. 
The license plate ain’t looking good; 
it’s dangling from its holder.  
  
Clang clang, clang clang.  
His Jeep goes clang clang clang. 
  
Electric wiring ends up smashed 
against a transfer case. 
Now it needs new brakes and gears, 
backordered ninety days. 
  
My man does dearly love his Jeep, 
his toy in disguise. 
But as he climbs those rocks and trails,  
his money waves bye-bye! 

 ~~  Loralie Kay 

Ballad to the Jeep  
and the Men Who Love ‘em 

Happier There Than Here? 
 by fumi-tome ohta 

 

When you’re not with me, 

where do you go? 

Wherever you go, 

wherever you are, 

are you happy? 

If you’re happy there 

than here, 

stay there. 

I’d rather you be there 

than here. 

You know what? 

I’m a liar. 

I want you here 

not there. 

So if you’re there 

and I’m here, 

I have to ask you… 

Are you really happier there than here? 

P S 
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 Instead He Looks Away  
  Ekphrastic poetry 

 
I rest my hand  
on the balcony’s railing  
to still my trembling fingers 
as I recall the soft kisses 
he used to shower  
on my neck. 
  
Tonight I’ve covered 
myself with strands  
of soft-white pearls 
that enhance 
my delicate skin. 
  
But neither my necklace  
nor my elegant Paris gown  
catch his gaze.  
  
Neither do his hands seek 
my fingers for tender caresses 
as they did in days gone by. 
  
Instead he looks away, just 
as he turns from my body,  
which no longer flutters  
his heart.  
  
My lips attempt a smile.  
I must continue this act  
that our life together 
is fine as the delicate  
lace at my wrists. 
  
But the tiny holes, 
which 
let through the 
light,  
betray me. 

 
  
~~  Loralie Kay 

    Stars in Your Wallet 

               by fumi-tome ohta 

 

I never knew this about you. 

I thought you a pushover 

  someone soft 

    easy to dismiss 

      someone without substance or forbearing. 

But today 

  I saw another side of you, 

   a side I never knew you had. 

    You're kind of rigid — 

      an iron-clad persona incognito. 

An agenda came to light this morn: 

  the situation studied 

   parameters drawn 

    a decision set…now in cement. 

You're like a four-star general. 

  I looked you all about  

    and now I'm puzzled 

      and now I’m curious. 

 I have to ask… 

Where do you keep your stars?   

Do you keep them in your wallet? 

Dylan’s experimental novel, Tarantula, 
was published in 1971.  

More Dylan Nuggets of Truth 

Dylan’s first draft of “Like a Rolling Stone” 
was six pages long.  

The Pulitzer Prize committee gave Dylan 
a special citation in 2008 for “lyrical com-
positions of extraordinary poetic power.”  

After seeing Rebel Without a Cause, Dylan 
became obsessed with James Dean.  

Aside from song-writing, Dylan is also a prolific painter. 
The cover of his 1970 Self Portrait is his own painting.  

P S 
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High Desert Branch  

of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official 
monthly publication for members 
of California Writers Club — High 
Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is 
copyrighted ©2016 by California 
Writers Club and may not be re-
produced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under indi-
vidual bylines do not necessarily 
represent an official position of, 
or endorsement by, High Desert 
members or California Writers 
Club. The Inkslinger  is published 
monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 
18, Suite 430, PM Box 281, Apple 
Valley, CA 92307. Web page 
www.HDCWC.com 

Deadline for advertising submis-
sions for the August issue is Fri-
day, July 29, 2016. Capacity for 
advertising will be determined 
by the Editor-in-Chief. In case 

we receive more ads than can be 
accommodated, submitters will 
be notified of their option to re-
serve space in the next issue.    

Check or money order made  

payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads  

must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin Marketing Depart-
ment  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Be Seen  Statewide in  

The Bulletin 

FMA 

The Unreliable Narrator 
We are always yearning for new ideas or new applications of 
old standards to enhance our work. I found a interesting con-
cept using the tried-and-true narrator with a distinguishing fea-
ture — he cannot be trusted to give you the truth about himself 
of the story he’s sharing. 

An unreliable narrator is a narrator, whether in literature, film, 
or theatre, whose credibility has been seriously compromised.
[1] The term was coined in 1961 by Wayne C. Booth in The 
Rhetoric of Fiction.[1][2] While unreliable narrators are almost by 
definition first-person narrators, arguments have been made for 
the existence of unreliable second- and third-person narrators, 
especially within the context of film and television. 

Sometimes the narrator's unreliability is made immediately evi-
dent. For instance, a story may open with the narrator making 
a plainly false or delusional claim or admitting to being severely 
mentally ill, or the story itself may have a frame in which the 
narrator appears as a character, with clues to the character's 
unreliability.  

A more dramatic use of the device delays the revelation until 
near the story's end. This twist ending forces readers to recon-
sider their point of view and experience of the story. In some 
cases, the narrator's unreliability is never fully revealed but only 
hinted at, leaving readers to wonder how much the narrator 
should be trusted and how the story should be interpreted. 

Even in real life, someone with a twisted sense of reality can 
give you a creepy, tingle up the spine. Case in point would be 
the film Fight Club. It’s mean, gruesome, bloody, and totally 
riveting. All you see can be your loss of reality. It can haunt you 
years later. 

~~  Rusty LaGrange 

Source: Wikipedia.com 
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EMAIL ETIQUETTE 

Welcome to Social Media MoJo. I’m your social media 
ninja, navigating you through the cyber-world with all its 
twists, turns, and rabbit holes.  

This month’s topic: Email Etiquette. 

In today’s world of instant gratification for questions and 
answers, it’s important to pause before you hit Send. 
Whether you’re initiating or replying to an email, here are 
few guidelines to help you maintain a respected and re-
spectable email reputation: 

FOR STARTERS: 

1. MAKE IT MEMORABLE: The joy of email is the easy 
access (almost) no matter where you are. Keep your 
login name and password simple enough to remember, 
and unique enough to protect your account. 

2. WHAT’S IN A NAME?: Your email address will be 
how people contact you online. You’ll want to convey 
who you are and what you do in a professional manner. 
“Wubbydubbybabydaddy” may be a cute nickname for 
your husband, but do you want him putting that on a 
credit application or job resume? A good rule of thumb is 
to avoid any mention of current trends. Stick with your 
name or a reference that will never change. 

3. HIDE THE NUMBERS: Don’t reveal too much about 
yourself. Many people add numbers to their email 
names, but in doing so, they could reveal a significant 
date like an anniversary or child’s birth. This is infor-
mation often used as answers to security questions for 
online accounts. Choose your name and numbers care-
fully. 

THE BULK OF IT: 

4. CHOOSE YOUR AUDIENCE: Don’t send bulk emails. 
When you’re new to email, it’s easy and exciting to 
share your world with, well, the world. But let’s be real: 
do you really need everyone knowing all of your busi-
ness? Email should enhance your personal communica-
tions, not become a public forum.  

5. RESPECT THEIR PRIVACY: If you are sending bulk 
emails (a note to all your friends or maybe an update on 
your work in progress to your Swarm), use the “BCC”  

option. It’s the email equivalent of “Blind Carbon 
Copy” and it means everyone will see the same 
email, but they won’t see who else has received 
it. You can access this by clicking “To:” in the 
address bar. This lowers the risk of information 
going to strangers.  

6. BRING OTHERS IN: Sometimes you want the 
main reader to know that others are reading the 
same email. Access “CC:” to send a carbon copy 
to those who need the information, but aren’t di-
rectly affected by the email.  

7. AVOID FORWARDS: Sending a forwarded 
email (jokes, memes, political ramblings) is okay 
if you know your audience. But most forwards 
are equivalent to the ads in Tuesday’s mailers 
that usually end up in the trash. Sending too 
many forwards can have the “Boy Who Cried 
Wolf” affect – your audience will start to gloss 
over your emails and could miss something im-
portant. If you do forward an email you received 
from someone else, make sure to delete their 
contact information so it’s not in the hands of a 
stranger. You don’t need your information going 
to your sister’s best friend’s cousin’s hairdress-
er’s dog walker, do you? I didn’t think so. 

LESS IS MORE: 

8. DON’T RAMBLE. It’s easy to start those rabbit 
trails, but you’re not having conversation over a 
Starbucks coffee. Respect your reader’s time 
and attention by getting to the point. As with all 
great writing, trust your reader to know what 
you’re saying. You can close with giving them 
the option to contact you with any questions. 

9. COLOR INSIDE THE LINES: Enhancing the 
font size, color, and even adding a background 
image can not only distract from your message, 
it can cause your email to be sent to the reader’s 
spam or “junk” folder. Keep it simple. A few 
touches here and there keep the focus on the 
email. 

10. SIGN OFF: If you use an email signature, 
include links to your social media and marketing 
sites but don’t have so many links and photos 
that your signature is longer than your email. 
And now I send you into the cyber world with a 
“happy face” emoticon and best wishes for good 
mails.  

With some sweet tea and a big smile, 

~ Happy writing.   Molly Jo 

Jo 

 Social Media 

Mo by Molly Jo       
Realy 
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BOOK FAIR with BARNES & NOBLE 

April 23-28 

Book Fairs are in the air. The HDCWC is sponsoring 
a Book Fair with Barnes & Noble from April 23-28. 
This means that all purchases at any B&N in the 
country from 9 am to 11 pm on these dates, if identi-
fied with HDCWC, will count toward the totals.  

Our club receives credit for all purchasers who use 
this code at the register -- Voucher #11838113. The 
HDCWC gets 10% from these purchases. That in-
cludes books, Nook, café, and gifts. If throughout 
these six days, more than $10,000 was sold, HDCWC 
would get 20%! This is potentially a very powerful 
fundraiser for our club, but we have to get behind it 
and take action. 

Let’s suppose with a great united effort, $12,000 in 
sales took place on our behalf. Then $12,000 times 
20 percent equals $2,400! That’s a major fund raiser, 
and it’s not that hard to do, but it takes awareness 
and a consistent effort. We could accomplish this if 
our 100 members sent an email to 100 friends and 
family on their personal email lists. That’s 10,000 of 
our friends and relatives being notified.  

Let’s say 10% of those spent just $12 at any B&N 
during the six days of the Fair. That’s $12,000, with 
$2,400 going to our club! It’s worth the effort. We 
could maybe bribe a big-name author to come and 
speak to us. Or help sponsor an outing, or who knows 
what else? I would guess it would take maybe three 
emails to show that we were sincere and to get them 
to realize that we’re not asking them for money. But if 
they were going to make a purchase at B&N at some 
time in the near future, if they could do it during that 
week and use the voucher number, just like that, the 
club would benefit! 

So that’s what’s happening, folks. Mark the calendar, 
April 23-28. Alert those you know and be sure to buy 
for yourself during this time. The results could sur-
prise us all. 

AND 

BARNES & NOBLE  BOOK SIGNING 

Secondly, there is an opportunity for some of our 
members to participate in a book signing at Barnes & 
Noble any day from April 23 through April 28. The 
time will be from 3-7 pm. If you can't sit all four hours, 
a couple of hours will help us be represented. The 
hope is that we can have a minimum of two authors 
per day.  

If you're interested in doing this, please email Jerry 
Ellis, Community Relations Manager for B&N  at the 
Mall of Victor Valley at crm2090@bn.com.  

IMPORTANT!  

You need to leave your name, phone #, ISBN # of 
your book(s), and what day you could sit for auto-
graphs. We'll work on getting some publicity for this 
and it should be fun. 

AND 

News You Can Use:  Book Fairs Galore 

Keep World Book Night Alive! 
     In honor of World Book Night, the High Desert 
Branch of the California Writers Club sponsors a 
book giveaway. The purpose of this annual celebra-
tion of the love of reading is to spread the joy of 
reading among those who may not be regular read-
ers. Sometimes they’re called the “disenfranchised”. 
We do this by simply offering a book to someone 
who doesn’t have one. 

     The date is also April 23rd, chosen to honor the 
lives of Miguel de Cervantes, acclaimed as the 
greatest writer in the Spanish language and the 
world’s pre-eminent novelist; and William Shake-
speare, widely regarded as the greatest writer in the 
English language and playwright. Both men are said 
to have died on April 23, 1616. That makes this 
year’s event the 400th anniversary of their deaths. 

     We are looking for 20 different books, auto-
graphed by our HDCWC member authors. If you will 
donate a book to this worthy cause, please contact 
Mary Thompson who is coordinating this effort — 
760-553-1644 or mh_thompson@hotmail.com. If 
you’ll bring your autographed book to the April 9th 
HDCWC meeting, you can give it to Mary then. And 
if you can volunteer a little time to help distribute 
these books on April 23rd, please let Mary know 
that also. Volunteers are stepping forward but we 
still have more openings. And kudos to Mary for her 
diligence in keeping World Book Night alive. The 
program has not officially been promoted in Ameri-
ca for several years, but thanks to Mary, the 
HDCWC has not missed a year in giving books to 
those who would like to have them.  

~~  Dwight Norris 
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SUCH A DEAL ! ! 
Any branch who generates the most advertis-
ing revenue prior to the next issue of Literary 
Revue will win a 5x7 ad to use as they wish in 
The Bulletin. 

 ¥Give it away as a gift 

 ¥Make an “Opportunity Drawing” of it 

 ¥Award the ad as a writing prize 

 ¥Other ideas? 

Deadline for next Literary Review ads is  

May 1st. 

Our May meeting will NOT be held at 
Jess Ranch but at  Hazel Stearns’ 

home in Hesperia. Only members will 
be allowed to attend at this venue. 

While plans are not finalized as yet, 
you might see networking breakout 

groups, “Round Robin” discussions or 
even a mini- workshop. 

Same time and date is scheduled. 
More information to come. 

June’s regular meeting returns to Jess 
Ranch Community Church.  

 
     World Book Night  

continues locally with Mary Langer 
Thompson heading the group of volun-

teers to promote free books to those who 
don’t have  

good access to quality books. 
 

  Donate one of your own self-published 
books to a good cause for their Barnes & 

Noble booth. Show your support!! 
 

 This campaign has been dropped 
nationally but our volunteers haven’t giv-
en up on it. Help keep this worthy book 

give-away alive for those who are unable 
to purchase books on their own. 

See details on previous page. 

News You Can Use 
April 23rd 

Want to Help  

Spread the Word? 

Our High Desert branch of CWC is a 
member of the Apple Valley Chamber of 
Commerce.  If you’re interested in pro-
moting the Apple Valley community, net-
working with others, as well as sharing 
our branch events, you might be interest-
ed in being The Chamber meets regularly 
on the third Wednesday at 11 am. Our 
member, Anita Holmes, has enjoyed be-
ing an Ambassador for several years. 
Thanks! 

Networking For HDCWC  

Become a volunteer Ambas-
sador with the Apple Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Lunch meetings are held on 
third Wednesdays beginning 
at 11:15 am. 

Contact Anita Holmes for 
more info: 760-954-3329    
or pennedbyanita@ out-
look.com   

  Spring Book Fair 

April 30th Saturday only 

10am—3 pm 

Jess Ranch Community Church venue 

20 tables+ for HDCWC authors only 

Only $20 per table 

Major advertising on  

Radio, News & Posters. 

   Your chance to reach   

   a greater audience! 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Stu-
dents 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  
~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top-Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the Dor-
othy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
famous California boy and his pal who 
find life full of serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the first 
printing of this treasure now available 
for only $13.35 at Amazon; Barnes & 
Noble $13.08 

 

 

Anthology Round Up, news & views 

A Reminder for  
Advertising Opportunities  
Available in The Bulletin 

Promote to Nearly 2,000 Readers 
    The next 2016 issue of the new electronic 

CWC Bulletin will be coming out in August. 

The next deadline for submitting advertising is 

July 29, 2016. 

    This is a way for CWC members, authors, 

and guest speakers to reach a large targeted au-

dience of writers in a state-wide publication that 

goes out to nearly 2,000 writers. 

    The cost is very reasonable: Just $35 for a 

2x3.5 business card size ad; a 3x5 Index Card 

size for just $60, and a 5x7 for $90. Full details 

can be obtained by visiting http://calwriters.org/

advertising-in-the-bulletin/  PayPal is now 

available, too.                             

If you have a book or writing service to pro-

mote, hesitate no longer! The Bulletin is an ex-

traordinary way to get the word out to others 

with an interest in writing, publishing, and mar-

keting. 

Our DCB student anthology  — Let It Be 
Recorded — is now available on 
Amazon.com in Kindle format for 
only $3.99. 

Looking For Shops or Bookstores that will sell 
and display our Jack London book — Boy-
hood Adventures. If you have an idea or have 
visited London-themed shops promoting his 
books, let our President know. HDCWCpresi-
dentnorris@gmail.com.  

The more venues we have scattered around 
California and other states, the more re-
searchers and collectors will have access to 
this fascinating prime resource memoir. 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
http://calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

     This is National Poetry Month and we have some great submis-
sions from our branch’s PoemSmiths that meet and critique twice a 
month. This group is full for now but you can see what types of poems 
they create in this issue. 

     As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. My email address for submissions is: 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 600 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also wel-
come. Have a new book? Let me know for your book highlight. 

 May’s deadline: April 23rd.    June’s deadline: May 23rd.    

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 
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