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  APRIL 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Author’s Presentation Goes Beyond a Smile 
From the President 

See Story and Photos on Page 2 

So you’ve finished your book and self-published. 
Now what? To sell books to people you don’t know, 
you have to market it. That can be a daunting task.  

If you’re on an island in the middle of the ocean, you 
can fish the tide pools and catch a couple of fish. But 
remember the ocean is at your feet, and there are 
massive amounts of fish in its depths. The ocean is 
the Internet, but to get out there and effectively har-
vest tons of fish will require guidance and coopera-
tion from others. 

I recently bought a book by Derek Murphy entitled, 
Book Marketing is Dead. An intriguing title, so I 
downloaded it to my Kindle. Derek’s approach is 
threefold. One, establish your platform so that when 
people find you, everything about you looks first 
class and professional. Your website is sharp, your 
presence on Amazon is amazing with at least ten or 
twelve reviews, your book description sizzles, your 
bio is well done, the cover of your book looks great, 
your book is well-written. People are impressed with 
who you are and what you’ve done. Without this, 
Murphy says you don’t stand a chance. 

Two, get established in social media. At first, that 
means connecting with people. Murphy says it’s 
more important to connect than to present. Use 
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter to establish relation-
ships and build trust. Don’t ask them to do anything 
with your book at the beginning. Just let them get to 
know you. Once a level of trust has been estab-
lished, then go to step three, which is to have them 
pass along to their network their trust in you and the 
liking of your book. If you have twenty-five people in 
your network based on step two, each of them may 
have several hundred contacts in their network who 
trust them, and when this is passed along to you, you 
have a chance to sell some books. I’ve heard Aaron  

Gansky call these type of people influencers. 

Mary Langer Thompson has come across two au-
thors who are in the midst of their marketing cam-
paigns. Jia Jiang is an ex-corporate executive who 
became a writer. His book is Rejection Proof: How I 
Beat Fear and Became Invincible Through 100 Days 
of Rejection. He reaches out and asks others to be-
come his Rejection Ambassadors. They tell others 
about the book, open doors for sales and presenta-
tions, and interact in the social media. It’s the same 
idea as Murphy’s book.  

The second author to come to Mary’s attention is 
Kamy Wicoff, seeking early supporters of her book, 
Wishful Thinking. She calls the early supporters Su-
per Friends, and I will be forwarding along her re-
quest for your help. For helping, you get a compli-
mentary  early electronic release of her book. Mary is 
helping both of these authors to offer her support, but 
also to learn what they are doing. Mary is a smart 
cookie, because we can all use help in this area.  

What is clear here, no matter who you’re listening to, 
is that you can’t go it alone. You need the collabora-
tion of others to recommend your book and promote 
it. Happy writing! 

Don’t miss de-
but novelist, 
author of the 
One Eyed Jack 
series, and 
2013 Shamus 
Award finalist, 
Christopher 
Lynch.  

Chris Lynch 
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Meet Our Guest Speaker:  

Christopher Lynch — Crime Author, Mountain Climber, Biographer 

Los Angeles native Christopher J. Lynch has 

written for numerous local and national publi-

cations. A lover of crime fiction, he also has 

published several short stories, and is the au-

thor of the One Eyed Jack series about a pro-

fessional blackmailer who operates in and 

around the South Bay area of Los Angeles. 

The debut novel in the series was a 2013 

Shamus Award finalist, and a 2014 Writers 

Digest honorable mention for genre fiction. It 

also was recently optioned for adaptation to a 

feature length movie with Lion’s Gate Films. 

In 2014, Christopher wrote and published an 

authorized biography of the iconic child actor 

Ken Osmond, (Eddie Haskell from the TV se-

ries Leave it to Beaver). 

When he’s not writing, Christopher enjoys 

mountain climbing and has reached the sum-

mits of Mount Whitney, Mount Kilimanjaro in 

Africa, and most recently, completed a trek to 

Mount Everest Base Camp. He once trained 

and led eleven blind hikers to the summit of 

10,000 ft. Mount Baldy, the highest point in 

Los Angeles County, and the third highest 

point in Southern California. A documentary 

film is being made of the adventure. 

Christopher’s website is http://

www.christopherjlynch.com 

 

http://www.christopherjlynch.com/
http://www.christopherjlynch.com/
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What You Missed —- 

Photos & Text 
by Rusty LaGrange 

Guest 
Speaker  

Syd Blue 

Raised in a piloting family, our guest speaker, Syd Blue, began flying as 
early as age 14 and now dedicates her air time to supporting govern-
ment contracts for surveillance and mapping. She is well-known in her 
industry. Writing about what she knows is the achievement of her years 
in flying, so creating novels woven around her lifestyle comes naturally. 

What prompted her to write books? “Flying and all the kids who wrote 
me and said they are dying to fly but their parents told them they were 
too stupid, or they aren’t good at math, or all these horrible things that 
discouraged them. That’s so sad. I wanted them to know that often pi-
lots face obstacles but overcome them.”  

Her three books are available at Amazon.com. 

We celebrate 
St. Pat’s Day 
with a lavish 
spread de-
signed by 

Sally and Rita 
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"During the dead of winter, when I was just nine years old, my 
mother took me to Saint Benedict's Community Hospital, just out-
side of Evanston, Illinois. My grandfather Arthur had smoked his 
entire adult life and had been battling lung cancer for over a year. 
On top of that, he suffered a stroke which paralyzed his left side. His 
doctors told my mother he only had a short time left. She wanted me 
to say goodbye to the gentle, and kind man I'd always loved and ad-
mired. 

"Saint Benedict's had been around for decades, maybe the oldest hospital in Illinois. Everything about it appeared 
dark, bare, and lifeless. We hurried through what seemed like an endless maze of lobbies and corridors. Even at my young 
age, it occurred to me that perhaps Grandpa had been banished to the remotest part of the hospital as if, for some reason, 
the staff wanted to keep him hidden. 

"My mother ushered me to Grandpa's room, but to my surprise, she wouldn't go inside. I couldn't understand her 
actions at the time, but later on I realized if she had cried in front of me, it would have made a difficult situation even 
worse. 'Don't be frightened, Andy,' she advised me. 'Just be cheerful and try not to get upset. You can visit your grandpa for 
as long as you like. I'll be waiting for you right here in the hallway.' 

"As I inched into the room, I felt frightened and abandoned, and I didn't know what to expect. There were two beds, 
but the one nearest the window was empty and had been stripped to the mattress. The air reeked of bleach, antiseptic, and 
what I can only describe as the scent of death. The steady drone of a respirator resonated throughout the room. A heart 
monitor beeped apathetically. Two green, oxygen tanks stood in a corner like a pair of sentries. A metal bed pan and a plas-
tic urinal lay half-hidden under the bed.   

"I hadn't seen Grandpa Art for at least a month. He'd looked healthy enough back then, but as I approached, I barely 
recognized him. He'd lost the majority of his hair and his face had shriveled into a skull-like mask. His chest and arms had 
deteriorated into skin and bones. His eyes were closed, and at first I thought maybe he'd died and the staff hadn't discov-
ered him yet. 'Grandpa, ' I whispered. My voice sounded weak and, I have to admit, pretty scared. 'Are ya sleeping, 
Grandpa?' He moaned, blinked, and his pale blue eyes shot open. I'd never seen him look so confused and anxious. He 
watched me as I inched closer. There was no recognition in his eyes, just a bewildered expression and, perhaps, some pain, 
too.  

"Before I could say anything else, he peered toward the far corner of the room. His anxiety and confusion escalated 
into what appeared to be a deep-seated fear. Struggling to sit up, he uttered some grunts and groans that barely sounded 
human. 

"I looked to the area he'd been staring at. The window drapes had been drawn. Dingy towels were neatly stacked on 
a green cloth chair. But that was it. There was nothing else in the room with us.  

"I shrugged my shoulders and turned back to my grandfather. I'll never forget his terrified reaction. I could have 
sworn he was about to drop dead, right then and there. He lifted his arm and pointed at the same corner. I cleared my 
throat and murmured, 'I don't see anything, Grandpa.' 

"He picked up a pencil and a pad of paper. I leaned forward and watched as he struggled for what seemed like for-
ever, scribbling. When he finished he handed me the pad. His hands trembled, and I realized this simple task had drained 
him completely. He'd jotted down just one word, a name or a term, I had no idea which . . . but in time it would become 
something I would fear and dread.  

Gargoyles  
"That was all he had written on the paper." 

 

 

   

Gargoyles    (An Excerpt) 

By Michael Raff 

Michael Raff and friend 
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WELCOME NEW HDCWC         

MEMBERS 

Kevin Morse of Pinion Hills 

Avalynn Morse of Pinion Hills 

They’re   

Mindblowing! 

Writ
ers’

  

 
Salo

ns 

TOPIC: WEB HOSTING & SECURITY 

A web hosting salon was held at Loralie Kay’s 

home Saturday, March 28th. The group had so 

much fun eating Loralie’s popcorn that there’s go-

ing to be a second blogging salon! Taught by Angie 

Horn, the salon topics included self hosting, choos-

ing the right host, why choose WordPress, and se-

curing your site. Angie’s passion is working with 

beginning bloggers. If you want to attend the next 

blogging salon, contact Loralie. 

Our Anthology  

Needs readers 

Folks, 

 We have collected the work for the 2015 anthology 
and now need readers to review and comment on 
the work. If you did any work on the DCB  Memoir 
project, this will be very similar. If you are interested 
in reading for the project please contact me at 
hdcwcspecialprojects@gmail.com 

 Thanks 

 Steve Marin 

(Readers receive submissions via email through an 
anonymous process managed by Steve.) 

Loralie brought in a bit of entertainment to the salon 
with the addition of a Popcorn portable cart. What a 
great way to break the ice and  generate some con-
versations. (photo by: Angie Horn) 

If you think your poems have punch, enter soon for 
the County Fair. 
Guidelines: 
Two entries per person in this contest. 
Must have each page in a clear page protector with 
multiple pages clipped together. 
If the poem(s) address the 2015 theme, "Fun Starts 
Here!" [Meaning, fun starts at the San Bernardino 
County Fair], be sure to mark "Theme" on your entry 
form or in the description section when entering on-
line at www.sbcfair.com 
 

Division 18 -- Poetry Contest 
Classes 
1. Diamante 
2. Free Verse 
3. Haiku 
4. Sonnet 
5. Verse 
6. Any Other (Describe) 
 

Download the entry form here at http://
www.sbcfairevents.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/
Competitive-Exhibits-Entry-Form.pdf  or enter online at 
http:// sberna.fairmanager.com/ 
 

Friday, April 17, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. is last day to turn in 
entry forms into the office and/or online. 

Friday, May 1, 2015 (2 p.m. to 7 p.m.) and Saturday, May 2, 
2015 (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) entries received at the fairgrounds Sat-
urday, May 23, 2015 through Sunday, May 31, 2015.   

2015 San Bernardino County Fair is closed Tuesday May 26 and 
Wednesday May 27. Additional fair resources may be found at  
 
http://www.sbcfairevents.com/2015-competitive-exhibits-
department/ 

SB County Fair Holding Poetry Contest   

mailto:hdcwcspecialprojects@gmail.com
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I've heard it said 

until you're dead 

the record's writ 

but never read. 

Pre-obituary 
 

by Diane Neil                             

MORNING PASTICHE 
by Diane Neil 

  

Sunlight streams through our shutters. 

We throw off the quilt, shuffle into slippers  

and rise to greet the day. 

We go on our appointed rounds. 

He makes coffee, 

dons his knee brace 

and walks the desert 

alive with darting critters. 

I scatter scraps for the ravens. 

Like nuns in black habits 

they flock to morning matins. 

My creaking knees pump the exercycle 

while the TV blares the news 

of who shot who overnight. 

The big yellow bus swallows up the school kids 

to disgorge them, hopefully lessoned, 

in the afternoon. 

By Diane Neil 

(With apologies to William Faulkner) 

  

As I lay dormant on the writer's stand 

I wonder what has stayed her hand 

that she has left me tattered and undone. 

Did she ditch me for more frivolous fun? 

The lines she wrote in feverish haste 

she slashed and cut and laid to waste. 

Oh! Cruel fate to be left to die 

before dazzling even one loving eye.  

THE UNFINISHED POEM 

How to Write a Poem 

WHAT IS A DIAMANTE POEM? 

A diamante – pronounced dee-uh-MAHN-tay 

– is an unrhymed seven-line poem. The be-
ginning and ending lines are the shortest, 

while the lines in the middle are longer, giv-
ing diamante poems a diamond shape. 

“Diamante” is the Italian word for diamond, 
so this poetic form is named for this diamond 
shape. 

 
Believe it or not, the diamante was invented 

just 40 years ago. It was created by an 
American poet named Iris McClellan Tiedt in 
1969, and has become very popular in 

schools. 
 

Also known as a “diamond poem” because of 
it’s shape, there are two different types of 
diamantes; synonym diamantes and antonym 

diamantes. 

 Continued on page 7 
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News You Can Use —- 

THE RULES OF A DIAMANTE (DIAMOND) 

There are just a few rules to writing a dia-

mante poem: 
 

Diamantes are seven lines long. 
 

The first and last lines have just one word. 
The second and sixth lines have two words. 
The third and fifth lines have three words. 

And the fourth line has four words. 
   Lines 1, 4, and 7 have nouns. 

Lines 2 and 6 have adjectives. 
Lines 3 and 5 have verbs. 

Here’s an easy way to visualize all three rules: 

Noun 
Adjective, Adjective 

Verb, Verb, Verb 
Noun, Noun, Noun, Noun 

Verb, Verb, Verb 

Adjective, Adjective 

Noun 

Ways to Protect Your Creative Works 

Are you worried about someone stealing your writ-
ten works? Have sleepless nights? Here’s some sim-
ple ways to make it harder for people to take your 
words and covet them as their own. Although copy-
right laws do protect the written word automatically 
— as soon as they are written —  you can use the 
copyright symbol to deter them from snatching your 
work without considering the consequences. This 
symbol [ © ] is easy to use and right at your finger-
tips. On your keyboard, hold down your ALT key 
while pressing numeral keys 0169. This is a keyboard 
shortcut to create the symbol. 

Take time to get familiar with ALT +  0169. This is 
your shortcut to make your copyright clear all over 
the web. But don’t overuse it. No one wants to read 
© on the end of every page or salted within the chap-
ter headings of your book. Use your online readers to 
your advantage by letting them spread your words 
around. One copyright takes care of your creation. 
Add it to the end of your blog posts. Alternatively, 
consider installing a plug-in, like WordPress’  “Add 
Link to Copied Text”. This tool will add a message 
and the link of your choice to any text which gets 
copied and pasted from your site. 

Of course, if you really don’t want anybody stealing 
your prized copy, you could consider a more serious 
plug-in, like WP-CopyProtect. This little thing will 
render all of the text on your website entirely uncopy
-and-pasteable. Copy thieves will not be able to grab 
them. There is a potential problem with this – it 
makes it harder for the good bloggers and sharing 
folks of the web, too. Since digital links depend on 
share-ability, this cuts you off  from all the good 
things links can do. The level of copy protection you 
use will ultimately depend on how strongly you 
don’t want your content stolen and how keen you 
are to promote yourself on the web. It’s a balancing 
act. Sharing can be better than worrying that you 
can’t grow your visitor’s list. 

© 
Looking for more about protecting your wonderful 
words online?  Here are some shared (not stolen) re-
sources which are full of information:  

1) Copyscape.com will help you check the Internet 
filter for plagiarism and give you some handy tips 
too. 2) The Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 
(DMCA.com) will give you a shiny badge to dis-
suade potential copy pilferers. 3) ipWatchdog.com 
has a pretty thorough, technical guide to help you 
get a better understanding. 

Continued from Page 6 

Election of Officers coming in June. Get on the 
slate now. Contact Richard Zone, Nominating 
Committee Chair, if you wish to run. 

 

Wouldn't it be great if we could put 
ourselves in the dryer for ten min-

utes, come out wrinkle-free and 

three sizes smaller? 
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How to Create a Writer’s Blog        
That Brings Readers 

A new column  
by Angie Horn 

     Learning to set up a blog can be overwhelming. 
Choosing the best domain, platform, and web host-
ing company takes time, especially if you’ve never 
blogged before. The Internet is loaded with blogging 
information. Purchase a book on how to set up a 
blog. Once you’ve done your research and set up 
your blog, discipline yourself to sit at your computer 
and write. A blogger can become so caught up with 
making a blog look right that the purpose for having 
a blog, simply writing about your passion, is pushed 
aside.  

     It is true that blogging and marketing go together. 
But you, an author, already know that to find read-
ers, you must market what you’ve written. So it is 
with blogging.  

     Purchase your domain (that's the address of your 
new web site), decide on the platform like Word-
Press.org or Blogger.com (that's the method of plac-
ing your text and photos into a blog), choose a good 
hosting company (like Hostgator.com or Blue-
host.com as an example), and start blogging.  

     While you're learning how to be creative and effi-
cient in your blogging, take a WordPress basics 
class so your pages will look as good as you write. It 
takes time to learn this new software, so be patient 
with yourself. 

     Network. HDCWC writers have an incredible net-
work. Look around you and connect with fellow writ-
ers. Exchange business cards. You'll find that many 
authors are now becoming bloggers to keep their 
books available for public sales. Visit the websites 
you collected from business cards. Subscribe to 
HDCWC members’ blogs and make comments. 
That’s networking. We support each other at our 
meetings and buy each other’s books, too. Imagine 
how we could connect with the world through sup-
porting one another’s blogs.  

Keep blogging! 
 

Angela Horn is the author of highdesertblogging.com, kitchen-
hospitality.com and organizer at meetup.com/High-Desert-
Bloggers and meetup.com/High-Desert-Entrepreneurs. Direct 

your blogging questions to her at angelahornblog@gmail.com. 

~~~  Log on To MRMS for Your 

Friendly Database  ~~~ 

When was the last time you logged on to Member 
Record Management System (MRMS)? 

The HDCWC would encourage you to do so. It’s a 
member benefit, having access to other members’ 
email addresses and phone numbers as well as 
searching for like-minded writers. 

If you’ve forgotten your password, or need guid-
ance to walking you through the sign-on, contact 
HDCWC Systems Administrator, Bob Isbill at ris-
bill@aol.com. 

Give MRMS an update of your own current infor-
mation also. When the CWC Bulletin is published, 
as well as this publication, both rely on this source 
for every branch member’s correct mailing address. 

So log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore this pro-
gram through all the help available within the sys-
tem. It’s very easy to use. 

Every other year, each CWC branch may nominate 
one member to receive a Jack London Award in rec-
ognition of outstanding service to the organization. 
 
The award honors a member whose service to the 
CWC and/or a branch has been exemplary. The 
merit of the award is in the service, independent of 
writing accomplishments. It is not mandatory that a 
branch designate a recipient simply because the op-
portunity exists. 

Past High Desert Jack London recipients include: 

2013: Roberta Smith; 2011:  Carol Warren;  2009:  
Bob Isbill; and 2005:  George Grazyk. 

The award is a once-in-a-lifetime occurrence. Previ-
ous winners cannot be nominated.  

A Jack London Award Committee will be appointed 
and chaired by Richard Zone, and the committee will 
consider all nominees and select the 2015 recipient. 

You are encouraged to submit your nominee with 

reasons why you believe they deserve the award. 

Send your name(s) and reasons to Richard Zone via 

email at retiredzone@aol.com 

Jack London Award  

Committee Forming 

mailto:risbill@aol.com
mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org
mailto:retiredzone@aol.com
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Will you be “Submittorious” this year?  A challenge I mentioned last issue now al-
lows all submissions to The Inkslinger to be considered for a $50 award or one free 
year of dues (worth $45). If you submit an article, short story, poem, or essay, and it 
is published from January 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015, you are automatically en-
tered into the challenge. Easy! You don’t have to do a thing to enter!! As editor, I will 
collect all submissions and review them, along with my selected minions of judges, to 
determine who gets the “Submittorious” cash award at the end of the year. 

Called "Submittorious" -- I love 
making up words. If you submit, 

you may be victorious.   

However, you must be a current member in good stand-
ing with HDCWC. All judging of entries are final. No other 
cash awards are given. Only a single entry will be chosen 
from all entries collected. Winner to be named Jan. 2016. 

WRITERS OF KERN ANNUAL SPRING WRITING CONFERENCE  

APRIL 25, 2015  
CLARION HOTEL AT 3540 ROSEDALE HWY, BAKERSFIELD  

8:30 --‐ 9:00 Sign--‐in, Social Time, Snacks  

9:00 --‐ 9:15 Welcome. 

All day Door prizes, book sales and signings, networking, etc. 

9:15--‐10:15 —--‐ DAVID CONGALTON, --‐ “The Writer’s Journey: Rules of  the Road”. is a screenwriter, nonfic-
tion author, freelance writer, and radio talk show host.  

10:35--11:35----TONI LOPOPOLO, Editor, Agent --“Mastering Editing Skills ”Techniques that help  

the writer learn the all-important skill of self-editing. 

11:40--12:30 LUNCH 

12:35--1:35--ALLISON CROTZER KIMMEL, Middle Grade Author -- “Finding Your Fiction: Building Blocks 
of a Great Story.”  

1:55--2:40----HERB BENHAM, Columnist--“That was Easy” Favorite stories through the years, the great 
people I've met, the balancing act of writing about one's family, and some “million dollar”-writing tips.  

2:45--3:00 —-  Wrap-up & Acknowledgements 

 

REGISTRATION: 

$50 for members/non-members, $25 for students. Catered box lunch by Sequoia Sandwich Com-
pany, 

add $5.00. Seating is limited. -‐ Register today at www.writersofkern.com 

Catered box lunch by Sequoia Sandwich Company,  
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
      Did you submit work to our Club’s Anthology? Mike Raff re-
ports we have 53 entries. Our anthology still needs a title. Win a 
free copy if your title is selected. 

 See Page 9 for the new Submittorious contest “Best Sub-
mission” to The Inkslinger during this calendar year. The winning 
prize is a free year’s membership or a cash prize.  

 As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial 
font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. Contact phone: 760-646-2661. 
I have a new email address: RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Some 
members were having trouble with my mail service. 

 May’s deadline is April 23rd.   June’s deadline: May 23rd.     

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
Look up older articles online  from The 
Inkslinger . Just go to:www.hdcwc.com /
Newsletter Page. Use a past issue to se-
duce a new writer to join us. We've made 
it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

