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Subtly & Finesse Rule Traditional Themes & Formulas 

  APRIL  2014 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Dwight Norris 

Inspiring a Community of Writers 

Continued on Page 2 

the Wizard of Oz, and the other for Generation Xers in 
Star Wars. 

In the Wizard of Oz, Dorothy is an orphan living with 
her aunt and uncle. In Star Wars, Luke Skywalker is 
an orphan living with his aunt and uncle. In the WO, a 
big tragedy leads to a quest, and in SW a big tragedy 
leads to a quest. In WO, during the quest, the pro-
tagonist collects oddball friends who join the quest. In 
SW, during the quest, the protagonist collects oddball 
friends who join the quest. 

     In WO, Toto is Dorothy‘s faithful dog always by her 
side. In SW, R2D2 is Luke‘s faithful robot, always by 
his side. In WO, Glinda is the Witch of the North who 
guides Dorothy, the Tinman, the Scarecrow, and the 
Cowardly Lion. In SW, Obi-Wan Kenobi is the guard-
ian who guides Luke, C3PO, Hans Solo, and Chew-
bacca. 

     In WO, Dorothy possesses the ruby slippers that 
make her invulnerable. In SW, Luke possesses the 
light saber that makes him invulnerable. In WO, the 
powerful OZ is a man behind a curtain with a big deep 
voice. In SW, Darth Vader is a man behind a big outfit 
with a big deep voice. In WO, Dorothy discovers that 
she always had it within her power to get what she 
wanted. In SW, Luke discovers that he always had it 
within his power to get what he wanted. 

     In WO, there is a big ceremony near the end with 
everyone getting medals, testimonials, or degrees. In 
SW, there is a big ceremony near the end with every-
body getting medals, testimonials, or degrees. 

     Themes naturally occur in storytelling, including 
good triumphing over evil, the underdog succeeding 
after countless obstacles and challenges, a dream 
comes true, or the lost is found. Likewise, formulas 
can be woven so subtly into a story that they are not 
detected, as in the examples above. See if you can 
find a theme or formula that you can restructure into a 
story that, though extracted from old cloth, stands on 
its own. After all, nothing is new under the sun. 

 

I 
f you‘re a free spirit like me, you may not like to 
follow themes and formulas in your writing. You 
want to be original, right? Create from scratch. 

Well, look at the similarities in these two cultural 
classics—one for the Baby-Boomer generation in  

From Ruby  
Slippers to 
Light Sabers 

Long-time High Desert resident and journalist, Rene 
Ray De La Cruz, will be the keynote speaker at the 
April 12 meeting of the California Writers Club, High 
Desert Branch at the Newton T. Bass Apple Valley 
Library, 14901 Dale Evans Parkway, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. 

De La Cruz, columnist and staff reporter for the Vic-
torville Daily Press, has authored hundreds  

Rene Ray De La Cruz 
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What you missed... 

Guest Speaker   continued 

of published articles. He will speak to the members 
and guests on the future of newspapers as it per-
tains to writers today, the chances for full-time and 
part-time writing positions, and about publicity op-
portunities available for published authors.  

The HD CWC meets the second Saturday of each 
month. The public is welcome to attend. For more 
information, visit www.hdcwc.com. 

A PowerPoint presentation, when used as a market-
ing tool, can offer more information through live video 
and illustrations. Become a ―valued expert‖ by using 
other techno tools that many authors may not have 
mastered. Your audiences might enjoy different 
methods that you can design for them. 

Robert Kirk autographs his book while his wife, Vicki, 
takes in the cash. This arrangement works well for 
managing sales and book signings. A colorful table 
of refreshments (photo below) provided were St. Pat-
rick‘s Day-themed. 

We take our aviation 
history for granted, 
but only 100 years of 
safe flight for pas-
sengers have flown 
by… excuse the 
pun.  

In the early days 
passengers had to 
take all the weather 
problems, lack of 
restrooms, and 
meals on the go to 
travel coast to coast. 
Accommodations 
were sparse and 
even Harvey House 
railway stations of-
fered help with ca-
tered meals and 
stop-over amenities. 

Robert Kirk, a retired 
Vietnam pilot and 
continuing aviator, 
flew each leg of the 
journey he describes 
in his latest book 
about the early days 
of Transcontinental 
Aviation Transport — 
TAT, the precursor to 
TWA, and the 
―Lindberg Line.‖ 

Kirk found out that Oswald the 
Comedy Cat was the proto-
type of what Walt Disney may 
have used to create Mickey. Photos by Rusty 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
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With permission of the photographer: B. Lembright 

Finally Spring 
 

A ring of pink  

I think  

So radiant the hue 

I view 

That without this sight 

I might 

Think that Spring had not 

come through 

I do. 

—Rusty LaGrange 

Are Pets Really Children In Disguise? 
       By Suzanne (de Board) Brumbaugh 
 

As a long-time animal lover, I have often wondered what makes them click – their mind set, their 
emotions, why they do what they do. What makes a squawking bird, such as a parakeet, begin to sing 
when music is played? Recently, whenever I sit down to practice playing my piano, or vocalize, my 
parakeet loves to join in – not with a grating squawk, but a gentle, almost lilting harmony.  

My small paddle-tail newt became best friends with a most unlikely companion – a very large ple-
costomus. The two occupied the same aquarium castle, and you never saw one without the other. 
When his best friend died, the newt went into a severe mourning period and disappeared. When he 
reappeared nine days later, he was very thin, and had darkened in color. Gradually, he became his old, 
fun, friendly self, but he seemed changed in ways we may never know or understand.  

JT, our American Shorthair, otherwise known as a gray and white tabby, came to us, along with 
his brother and sisters, at approximately twelve days of age with a ―you take ‘em, or they die‖ request 
from a neighbor. Their mother had disappeared, never to return, so we became the proud parents to a 
litter of four beautiful kittens.   

JT is three years old now, but has not yet discovered he is a cat. Like many pets before him, he 
has learned to open the pantry door, and continues to do so even though his treats have been moved 
to a safer place. His ‗human-like‘ characteristics include knocking on closed doors, seeking admission, 
tapping on window screens then quickly running to the door, eager to be let in, and timing himself out 
when he thinks he‘s in trouble. He will sit in the corner of our room, with his nose to the wall, and his 
ears down, staring mournfully at the floor. He will stay there, occasionally glancing back at us as if ask-
ing for forgiveness, until we give him permission to leave, which, fortunately for him, is quick to come. 

Like a child, he loves to annoy his ‗big sister‘ -- Shadow, who wants nothing to do with him. Per-
haps we should get him a puppy, but with my luck, she would probably think she is a ‗people‘ too, and 
expect to be treated as such, just like her ‗big brother,‘ JT. Guard cat, loving ‗son,‘ special cat. 

Animals have always been with us, and hopefully always will be. We will love them, care for them, 
and hope they love us in return.  Wouldn‘t it be wonderful if we could exist in harmony with our fellow-
man as we do with our pets? The world would be a much happier, brighter place.  
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News You Can Use 

TO SHARE WITH CLUB MEMBERS 

 From San Luis Obispo Branch — 

SLO NightWriters 25th Annual Writing Contest  

The 2014 Golden Quill Awards 

Short Story/Memoir – 1,000 word maximum; Poetry 
– 40 line maximum 

Entries must include the words ‘Déjà vu’ and de-
pict the theme. 

Entry Fee: $15 per entry, multiple entries are al-
lowed in both categories 

Prizes: $750 – First Prize, $400 – Second Prize, for 
each category, plus Honorable Mentions 

Submissions Accepted: April 1, 2014 through June 
30th, 2014 

ALL WRITERS ARE WELCOME! 

Visit our website for more contest details 
at:  www.slonightwriters.org 

Tom Snow, Contest Director 

Contest email:  nightwriterscontest@gmail.com 

In association with The Central Coast Writers 
Conference 

www.communityprograms.net 

(You do not need to attend the conference to en-
ter) 

Counsel of Ravens, Madeline (M.M.) Gornell's se-
quel to Reticence of Ravens was runner-up (second 
place) in the 2014 Los Angeles Book Festival Genre 
Fiction awards. 

Congratulations to One of Ours! 

AAUW Art at the Aspen 

For the seventh year, AAUW is presenting the 
Art Show at the Aspen Clubhouse in Sun City. 
The show is later this year – October 25 & 
26. However, the deadline for authors to reg-
ister is July 1st. This is a large and well-run 
show, with a large attendance.   

Please let Ann Miner know as soon as possi-
ble whether or not you plan to participate. 
She will be our main contact during the lead 
time for this event. She has applications and 
lower rates that may apply to you. Organiz-
ers begin planning by saving spaces for re-
turning artists and authors. Now is the time 
to make your plans. 

If you return the applications to her by April 
31, include a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope (SASE) so that Nancy Mitchell, chair-
man, can mail further instructions to you be-
fore the show.  

Contact: 

Ann Miner (Heimback) (760) 242-2923   
email: eannminer@yahoo.com 

Some members of our club have alerted our 
President to some activities we should know 
about: 

Madeline sends an email regarding Lorian Heming-
way's short story competition. I love short stories. 
We've got to get a speaker to a meeting who is 
qualified to talk on the subject. Well, the deadline for 
submissions is May 1st with an entry fee of $15. 
Pretty reasonable. The drop dead deadline is May 
15th with an entry fee of $20. Not bad. Stories can 
be up to 3500 words with no genre or theme restric-
tions.  

Ms. Hemingway is a granddaughter of Ernest He-
mingway and has a 34-year history of literary excel-
lence with this competition. Submissions can be 
sent through snail mail, or email. The link for more 
information is www.shortstorycompetition.com 

Hemingway’s Short Story Contest  

Deadline Set For May 1st 

Currently, a research attempt is being made for the 
copyright of the Jack London-themed manuscript 
through the Atherton Family heirs. It seems that 
since 1940, the tattered manuscript has survived --
several people have cared for it, copied it, and ar-
chived it, without truly owning it. As  the search con-
tinues, the true ownership will — we hope — be 
verified, which legally paves the way for publication. 
More news to come... 

Copyright Search Continues  
for London’s Boyhood Stories 

"Planning to write is not writing. Outlining, re-
searching, talking to people about what you're 
doing, none of that is writing. Writing is writing."  
             — E. L. Doctorow 
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World Book Night U.S. exists because of the ef-

forts of 35,000 volunteers personally and di-

rectly impacting the lives of 500,000 eager-to-

be readers. 

World Book Night was first 

celebrated in the U.S. in 

2012. 

Each person is dedicated to 

spreading the love of read-

ing on April 23rd. That's their mission: 70% of 

their program budget is spent on just printing 

and shipping, getting the books in people's 

hands and homes. Those books are all now at 

distribution partners’ warehouses, awaiting the 

day.  

Once again High Desert CWC volunteers who 

support the Prison Inmate Outreach and writing 

programs, will attend the book exchange at 

Barnes & Noble April 22 in the afternoon to pre-

pare for the free book hand-out at the FCI-1 

and FCI-2 prison facilities April 23. 

The passion of givers--for reading, for sharing, 

for encouraging and empowering others, and 

for the WBN program itself--shines brightly. 

Here’s just one example from a 2014 giver ap-

plicant: 

"I believe that books are magical. The people I 

plan to give my books to should be able to ex-

perience reading just as much as someone who 

can purchase books... I hope through the book I 

give, reading will become a new passion for 

them." -Amy from IL 

This one-day event, exists because of financial 

contributions to ensure that non-reading teens 

and adults have access.  

http://www.us.worldbooknight.org/ 

Spreading the Love of Reading— 

Person to Person 

As many of you may know, the work on the CWC‘s 
Literary Review magazine is voluntary thus seldom 
on top of "To Do" lists for the editors who grade and 
critique. This current publication cycle brought in 
over 200 entries, compounding these expected de-
lays. Although this is an annual affair, many with sub-
missions have asked me: "When it will be pub-
lished?" and "Will I be included?" My answers must 
be ―I don't know‖ and ―I don't know.‖ 

The magazine is published when the work is com-
plete and those who've submitted will know their 
status at about the same time. Today we are closer, 
and my best guess this morning is the end of April — 
if everything falls neatly in line — and if those who 
work on it will not be interrupted with more important 
demands. 

Authors, as a practical matter, are free to use the 
work submitted as they wish. We hold no work in 
suspense; it may even be withdrawn. We are a pri-
vate circulation of 1600 and not likely to interrupt a 
competing demand on the basis of use and/or rights. 
All authors submitting to the Literary Review continue 
to own their existing rights. Those selected for publi-
cation in the Literary Review give CWC the right to 
publish that one time and otherwise are not obli-
gated. Depending, of course, on a recipient's rules, a 
submission to the CWC‘s Literary Review should not 
preclude a contest submission, or another publishing 
opportunity. 

Dave LaRoche, Editor 

CWC Literary Review 

CWC’s Literary Review 

Editor Answers Your  

Submission Questions 

 

“I myself am made entirely of 
flaws, stitched together with good 

intentions. 

        — Augusten Burroghs 
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Central Board News     New Slate of Officers for 2014  

Compiled by Linda Brown  

President David George, Mt. Diablo, became a dual member of the Mt. Diablo and Berkeley branches in 
2004. In 2009, Mt. Diablo awarded him lifetime member status. Dave has held a number of board-level po-
sitions at both branches as well as the Central Board. Dave’s writing career includes short stories, poems, 
and nonfiction. He has won writing awards, most recently First Place in the CWC-San Francisco/Peninsula’s 
Jack London Annual Writing Contest.  

Vice-President Margie Yee Webb, Sacramento, is author/photographer of Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: 
Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful 
Life and Producer of FEMME: Women Heal-
ing the World. She has served as the CWC-
CB’s Vice President since July 2012 and 
has also served as the CB’s Member At-
Large. Margie is the CWC Sacramento 
Branch President. In 2011 the Sacramento 
branch recognized her ongoing contribu-
tions with their branch’s Jack London 
Award for service.  

Secretary Joyce Krieg, Central Coast, is 
the author of the Shauna J. Bogart Talk 
Radio Mystery Series: Murder Off Mike, 
Slip Cue, and Riding Gain, (St. Martin’s 
Minotaur). She joined the CWC in 2004 and 
currently leads CWC-NorCal. Joyce de-
signed the new CWC banner and brochure. 
A former newspaper reporter, TV an-
nouncer, radio reporter, and newscaster, 
Joyce became promotion director for Sac-
ramento’s KFBK News/Talk 1530.  

Treasurer Sharon Svitak, Tri-Valley Writ-
ers, has been a CWC member since 2009. 
She writes romance and is a member of 
the Romance Writers of America. Her pub-
lished works include Letters to Ethan, 
Joe’s Story; ―A Book of Memo-
ries‖ (Chicken Soup for the Soul: Grieving 
and Recovery); and ―Medical Bene-
fits” (Voices of the Valley – Encore). 
Sharon has held three positions at her 
branch and also serves as the CB’s Mem-
bership Chair, producing statewide mem-
bership reports.  

Member-At-Large Ray Malus, San Fernando Valley Branch, joined the CWC in 2009. He writes fiction, po-
etry, and essays, and published Ashes In Yonkers, 'Stories You'd Give A Shit About—If I Was Famous. Ray has 
served as branch webmaster and newsletter editor. Ray also designed and administers the Member Record 
Management System (MRMS), which makes it easy to share contact information within the branches.  

PR Director Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, East Sierra, has written for newspapers throughout California 
and several magazines, including Redbook, Cosmopolitan, and Desert Companion. She’s authored over a 
dozen books on popular culture, including The Honeymooners Companion: The Kramdens. Donna joined the 
East Sierra Branch CWC in 1998 where she been president, secretary, and program chair. At regional level, 
she chairs CWC-South. At the CWC state level, she serves as a representative on the Central Board.  

Literary Review Editor Dave LaRoche, South Bay, has published many short stories and has just finished 
the first draft of a novel. Dave has represented the South Bay Branch at the Club’s Central Board for six 
years and has spearheaded several changes greatly reducing costs. He currently serves as the CB’s Stan-
dards and Policy Chair in addition to editing the annual CWC Literary Review.  
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   Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to advertise in the July, August, September 2014 issues of The Inkslinger?  

 

Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                                 $80 

 

 

 

Submit your ad along with payment to Roberta 
Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by June 14, 

2014. Provide them at the HDCWC club meet-
ing or mail to: 

 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

LA Times Festival of Books, the granddaddy 
of them all, and the largest nation wide, is run-
ning during the weekend of April 12-13. Some 
members are considering carpooling on Sun-
day. Make arrangements early. The event is 
held on the USC campus.  

For more info go to: http://events.latimes.com/
festivalofbooks/. Carpooling? Make your plans 
now. 
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Notes From the Editor --- 
 

I find that the dreary mornings of a Spring that keep turning to Winter forces 
my Muse to join me in my recliner with a mug of steaming coffee. How does 
the weather affect your writing routines? Do you find a book in a nook or 
are you braving the chilly air for some Springtime adventures? 

 

When submitting articles and stories:  use Arial Font, 11-point type, no 
need to double-space. Attach photos and / or submissions to your email. 
Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your emails.  

 New Deadline: 23rd of each month.  

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@Hughes.net.    

     -- Rusty LaGrange 
RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net

