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  OCT. 2017 

Panel Takes Center Stage 

Club Meeting Combines Memoir, DCB, and Cyber-Security 

Guest  
Speakers 

O nce again our own members of HDCWC will fill a panel of member-authors who have 
written and published memoirs. These are our expert authors who wish to share their 

struggles and triumphs when facing the tasks of creating and then publishing their own 
works. 

I n addition, Victor Valley College adjunct-professor and computer guru Steve Marin, will 
lead a discussion on safeguarding your writing files and avoiding lost or stolen cyber 

properties. Our meeting takes place back in the community room at Jess Ranch Communi-
ty Church, 11537 Apple Valley Road in Apple Valley, from 10 am to 12 pm. Admission is 
free and the public is always welcome to attend. 

T he meeting will also be a time of celebration of the Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project 
which began this year on September 12. Project Director Mary Langer Thompson and 

past-president Dwight Norris met with the faculty and students of University Preparatory 
School in Victorville for the first lesson. The second lesson was co-taught by Bob Isbill and 
Mary Langer Thompson on September 19. 

D orothy C. Blakely Memoir Project has two completed and published anthologies behind 
us, and is done in memory of Dorothy Blakely, and others like her, who unfailingly en-

courage others with ambitions to do good works. 

T he program provides for many volunteer hours of teaching and mentoring high 
school students in the craft of writing with an emphasis on memoir writing. 

Then the students pair up with a person over 50-years-old, interview them, and 
write a 3,500 word story about that “Memoir Star's” journey in life. After polishing 
their prose with the help of the HDCWC, the goal is to submit and publish the story 
in an anthology edited by Jenny Margotta, and published by the High Desert 
Branch of the CWC. 

P revious anthologies, Let It Be Recorded...A Collection of Memoirs and All 
Our Yesterdays continue to be available at Amazon.com. 

For more information, please visit www.hdcwc.com. 

COOL TOOLS 

In this session, learn ways to keep 
your personal information safer 
from cyber-hackers !! 
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High Desert Chapter of  

California Writers Club 

Board of Directors  

 
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2018. 

President 
Rebecca Kosko 

RKosko@icloud.com 

Vice President 
Shalechia Hunt 

shalechiar@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Elizabeth Pye 

lizpye@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 

jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 

lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 

Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 

LoralieKay7@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

Remember we now offer PayPal as a pay-
ment method for dues and purchases. 

Annual California Writers Week 
October 15-21, 2017 

Adopt a struggling first-time writer who 

needs guidance and a shoulder to look over 

Evermore Enterprises Active Seller at Fall Festival 

Michael Raff 
and Roberta 
Smith, part-

ners in Ever-
more Enter-

prises, en-
joyed an active 
day during the 
Saturday Fall 

Festival spon-
sored by Victor 

Valley Cham-
ber. 

Weather was 
good and 

sales were 
brisk in their 
booth. –photo 

credit: Roberta Smith 

Hear it First!!  Hear it Now!!  Join the MeetUp.com group 
where you can be notified of HDCWC news as it breaks.  

MeetUp.com is free to members and another essential tool to 
keep in touch with other writers. 

When news breaks, Bob Isbill, moderator of the service, and 
approving your sign-up, says “This is just another tool that is 
paid for by the branch. Log-in and receive notifications of up-
coming salons, author signings, events, changes in sched-
ules, and all those details you may miss.”  

Having MeetUp.com notices on your cell phone will also help 
you avoid missing email blasts, and tying you down to your 
home computer for current news. 

Go to: www.Meetup.com and look for CWCHD group. Scroll to 
very bottom for cell phone apps. 

https://www.meetup.com/find/
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 Continued next Page  

Photos Provided by  
Dan Madsen 

Photo Album of Our First Co-Sponsored  

   High Desert Fine Arts & Literary Festival Dignitaries — HDALF 

Jeanne Newcomer meets Mario 

Ann Miner  (right) does not get the 
last word with Robert Lovingood. 

Program Emcee was Barbara 
Morrow Williams (right). 

Entertainment provided by 
Parade of Pianos 

During the Friday nite 
presentations and 
acknowledgements, 
(above) Supr. Robert Lov-
ingood faced a standing-
room only crowd once the 
chairs were filled. 
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More deserved recognition for Roberta Smith’s 
book award and kudos from Lovingood. 

County Museum sponsors and manager 
(above), AAUA, and business partners take 
the accolades for a successful program, in-
cluding patrons of the arts at left. 

continued from page 3 

San Bernardino County Librarian Michael 
Jimenez, (left) filled with enthusiasm, was hard 
to tie-down during introductions. 

Photos Provided by  
Dan Madsen 

Jenny Margotta (right) speaks with a sponsor. 

https://www.facebook.com/kvvb.tv/
videos/1519750544752664/ 

Try our exclusive video of the artists and 
authors from Saturday. Click the link be-
low from KVVB.tv and Shery Thomas-
Perkins. 

https://www.facebook.com/kvvb.tv/videos/1519750544752664/
https://www.facebook.com/kvvb.tv/videos/1519750544752664/
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Graphically  
Speaking … 

 

by Mary DeSantis 

The main purpose of hy-
phens is to glue words to-
gether. They let us know 
when two or more elements 
in a sentence are linked. 
Make sure you use hyphens, not dashes, and nev-
er have spaces around your hyphens. 
 
When a list of single adjectives precedes a noun, 
those adjectives are separated by commas, all ex-
cept the last adjective, which has no comma after 
it. Example: She slammed the heavy, green, metal 
gate shut. ‘Metal’ is the last word in the list that de-
scribes the noun ‘gate’. 
 
Very often we use adjectives that are double-
barreled. These are descriptions that have two or 
more words, for example dark blue, or gold plated. 
When used after a noun, these types or adjectives 
are not hyphenated. Example: The gate was dark 
blue and rust encrusted. But when placed before 
the noun they describe, these adjectives are hy-
phenated. Example: The dark-blue, rust-encrusted 
gate. Now, if the gate is dark and blue, but not dark 
blue, then you write it like this: The dark, blue, rust-
encrusted gate. 
 
Did you notice above that the adjective ‘double-
barreled’ appeared after the noun it describes, yet I 
still hyphenated it? That’s because some words 
that form compounds or common phrases are al-
ways hyphenated, although there are exceptions. 
(What would the English language be without 
those confusing exceptions to the rule?) It has now 
become popular to eliminate the hyphen from com-
pounds that express universally accepted con-
cepts—for example, ‘income tax’ and ‘ice cream’—
even when used as part of a list of other adjectives 
before a noun. Examples: Income tax records. Ice 
cream cone. 

Continued next page 

Hollywood Book Festival Banquet 
 Being awarded the grand prize in the Holly-
wood Book Festival contest was an honor for club 
member, Roberta L. Smith. To cap the contest, there 
was an awards banquet at the Hollywood Roosevelt 
Hotel. All award winners were invited to attend and 
give short speeches about their books.  It was a 
small, elegant affair with about thirty in attendance 
and twelve speakers.  

The rest of the story: 

Hollywood Banquet &  Accolades  
 After speaking with Roberta Smith, shortly 
after her winning the prestigious Hollywood Book 
Festival for her title, Simone’s Ghosts, teen book 
category and then the overall best book of the 
event, she really didn’t have many words to say.  

 At first she said she was surprised. And then 
as the details of her prize and the banquet that was 
scheduled to follow became a reality, she wasn’t 
sure what to make of the entire process. 

 “It’s kind of overwhelming,“ she said. 

Enhanced photo of Roberta giving her speech 

    “I was surprised how small and dark the 
whole room was. Just a few tables and the Holly-
wood people that consider the titles for future treat-
ments,” she said. 
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 Continued from Page 5 

 

In the above paragraph, the double-barreled adjec-
tive ‘universally accepted’ was not hyphenated due 
to the fact that adjectives ending with -ly are rarely 
hyphenated, either before or after a noun. That is 
because most -ly words are adverbs, and they mod-
ify verbs, not nouns. Example: Happily married men 
(‘happily’ modifies the verb ‘married’, not the noun 
‘men’). The rule is: When adverbs ending in -ly are 
part of a compound phrase which is used as an ad-
jective, do not hyphenate the compound phrase. 
Exceptions to this rule are words like ‘family’, which 
end in -ly but are nouns, not adverbs. Nouns may 
be hyphenated when used as compound adjectives 
like ‘the family-run business’. 
 
I love triple- and quadruple-barreled adjectives like 
‘non-life-threatening injuries’ and ‘twenty-five-year-
old marathon runner’.  
 
This brings up two other rules of hyphenation:  

1. If using a multi-word noun like ‘marathon run-
ner’, don’t make the mistake of treating the 
first word of the phrase as though it is an ad-
jective; i.e., since ‘marathon’ is an essential 
part of the noun, it is not preceded by a com-
ma. Other examples of multi-word nouns are 
‘barn door’, ‘bed post’, ‘alley cat’, ‘house 
guest’. Both words are essential to forming the 
noun, and therefore the first word is not an 
adjective. 

 

2.   I combined ‘triple-barreled’ and ‘quadruple-
barreled’ into one complex phrase (above), but 
the phrase is hyphenated in such a way as to 
illustrate the separate components. In the fol-
lowing example, the hanging hyphen after 
‘rose’ tells readers that ‘rose’ is one of list of 
similar adjectives in a compound phrase. Ex-
ample: A rose- and lilac-infused breeze wafted 
through the open window. 

Figures of speech should always be hyphenated 
when the phrase is used as an adjective. Examples 
of such idioms are ‘over the counter’, ‘the buck 
stops here’, and ‘high on the hog’; and are hyphen-
ated as follows when used as adjectives: His 
paycheck could not sustain his high-on-the-hog life-
style.  
 
Concordia University has made available a PDF 
about rules of hyphenation, that you can download 
free of charge at http://info.csp.edu/globalassets/
academic-resources/writing-center/docs/compound-
adjectives-and-hyphenation.pdf 
 
If you answer the following questions and send your 
correctly hyphenated answers to 
mary_mack@outlook.com, your name will be print-
ed in next month’s Inkslinger! 
 

Are four foot tall penguins:  
(i) an unspecified number of penguins each of 
a height of 48 inches, or 
(ii) 4 penguins, each 12 inches tall? 
or, of course, 
(iii) an unspecified number of mutant, quadru-
ped penguins, of notable stature? 
 

The course is three nautical miles long; it is a… 
(i) three-nautical mile-long course? 
(ii) three-nautical-mile-long course? 

 
An icefield of 300 square miles is a... 

(i) 300-square mile icefield? 
(ii) 300-square-mile icefield? 

 
 

 

CWC’s Literary Review Magazine  

http://info.csp.edu/globalassets/academic-resources/writing-center/docs/compound-adjectives-and-hyphenation.pdf
http://info.csp.edu/globalassets/academic-resources/writing-center/docs/compound-adjectives-and-hyphenation.pdf
http://info.csp.edu/globalassets/academic-resources/writing-center/docs/compound-adjectives-and-hyphenation.pdf
mailto:mary_mack@outlook.com
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News You Can Use 

 

     You may have heard that Dave LaRoche who 

started the CWC Literary Review at least six years 

ago has retired from that post. The best compliment 

to him is that a team of six has agreed to produce the 

next Lit Rev! Imagine the work Dave did if it now 

takes six of us! Big shoes to follow in. Dave now 

has a well-deserved opportunity to work on his own 

pursuits. Thank you for everything, Dave. 

     So, members, polish up a story, poem, essay, or 

memoir piece, check out the guidelines at 

http://calwriters.org/publications/#submit, follow the 

guidelines, and submit, submit! Submissions will be 

accepted Sept 1 – Nov 30!  

     We have a few submissions in already but need 

MANY! As a statewide writing club, we want to be 

able to choose quality. Last year we were able to ex-

pand the publication and hope to do so even more 

this year.  

     There has been some controversy about sending 

feedback to authors, so this year we are only saying 

we may be able to return feedback. After all, we’re 

only human and we are volunteers.  

     Dust off those ideas you’ve been toying with, 

write, rewrite, share with other good writers, edit, 

rewrite and submit. (Writing is hard work isn’t it? 

But so satisfying.) 

 

Elisabeth Tuck, Mt. Diablo 

Scott Evans, San Joaquin Valley 

CWC Literary Review Editors 

To safely tend body, soul, heart and mind, join your 
CWC peers on Saturday, October 28, 2017 to explore 
varied ways of expressing your self on the page. Hid-
den strengths may come to light through a lively com-
bination of writing prompts, meditative practices and 
timed one-minute interactions with a partner.  

Bring pen, notebook, energy, and curiosity as we 
gather to reflect and write together for 90 minutes, 
engaging all four intelligences. 
 
This Discovery Writing session will be under the lead-
ership of Judith Favor, a seasoned spiritual guide, 
teacher, and published author. She learned depth 
soul-work from Dr. Ira Progoff’s Intensive Journal pro-
cess, earned an M.A. in Counseling, and an M.Div., 
served as pastor of United Church of Christ congre-
gations in San Francisco, and completed a Spiritual 
Guidance certificate at Shalem Institute. Now semi-
retired from ministry, she has been guiding people in 
the art of contemplative writing since the 1970s. She 
has given presentations at Mount San Antonio Col-
lege, Claremont Library, Wellness Works, Stillpoint, 
and Poets & Writers Inc., plus Ghost Ranch Retreat 
and Education Center in New Mexico.  
 
Judith Favor is the author of The Beacons of Larkin 
Street (2017), Silent Voices (2014), The Edgefielders 
(2013), A Spiritual Guide to Sabbath Economics 
(2008) and Spirit Awakening: A Book of Practices 
(1988). She has also published countless journal arti-
cles and book reviews.  

Doors are officially open for the latest anthology 
competition and it's all about memorable meals; spe-
cifically, meals that are shared by two people. See 
details at https://anthologytable4two.wordpress.com/ 

Submission deadline: December 10, 2017. 

As with our previous anthology contests, it’s entirely 
your choice whether the content is humorous, seri-
ous, nostalgic or bittersweet. And who says the meal 

itself has to be picture-perfect? Some of the funniest 
stories that stay in our memories are often the ones 
where everything went disastrously wrong. The prizes 
this year for the top three essayists are $200, $150 
and $100 (not bad for a registration fee that is only 
$5). 

For official rules, hop on over to   

https://anthologytable4two.wordpress.com/ 

We look forward to reading your work. 

Cheers!          Christina Hamlett, Publisher 

Hamlett Anthology Open for Submissions 

http://calwriters.org/publications/#submit
https://anthologytable4two.wordpress.com/
https://anthologytable4two.wordpress.com/
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By decree of  the Governor and State Legislature, the third week of  October 

is perennially designated as  

California Writers Week 
Celebrate the writers of California! 

Jack London Eugene O’Neill Sam Shepard Alan Ginsberg  F. Scott Fitzgerald  Carolyn See  Tom Wolfe  

Sue Grafton  Dr. Leo Buscaglia Raymond Chandler Dean Koontz Beverly Cleary John Steinbeck  Robert 

Louis Stevenson  Henry Miller  Theodor “Dr. Seuss” Geisel T. Jefferson Parker   Robert Frost   Elizabeth 

George   Norman Mailer   Julia Child   Baba Ram Dass   Mark Twain  Jack Kerouac 

D.J. Waldie Danielle Steele Gertrude Stein Ambrose Bierce Alice Walker Jessamyn West T.C. Boyle Ray 

Bradbury  Joseph Wambaugh Marianne Williamson  Richard Henry Dana  Allen Drury  Isadora  Duncan  

Lawrence Ferlinghetti  Lisa See  Gertrude Atherton   Joan Didion Ken Kesey  Joe Eszterhas  Annie Lamott  

Robert A. Heinlen  Richard Vaughn   Gary Zukav   Dr. David Viscott   Richard Boyle   Raymond Carver   

Clive Cussler   Jack Canfield  Richard Ford Wallace Stegner   Yusef Komunyakaa   Whitney Otto   Alice 

Sebold  Carlos 

Castaneda   Suzanne Forster   Jane Futcher   Ina Coolbrith   Catherine Coulter   Mary Austin   Amy Tan   
Thomas Harris Tobias  Wolff   Phil Arnot  George Sterling Yolanda Nava   Thomas Pynchon   Raymond Bar-
rio   Upton Sinclair  Alyson Noel John Gray Jennifer Ann Kogler Herbert Gold  Martin Cruz Smith  John Blu-
menthal  Michael Chabon  Helen Hunt Jackson  Jessica Barksdale Inclan  Dashiell Hammett   Barbara 
Seranella   Susan Vreeland   Mike Blake   William Saroyan   Molly Dick   James Dalessandro   Michael DiLeo   
Robyn Schneider   Delilah Beasley Herb Caen  Devid Meltzer Anna Deavere Smith   Jim Dreaver   Rich-
ard Alan Bunch   Molly Giles  Rhys Bowen Andrea  Siegel   Barnaby Conrad   Ashley Wolff   S.I. Hayakwa   
Peter S. Beagle  Jonathan Kellerman Alan Rifkin Gayle Brandeis Susan Kelly-DeWitt Oscar Zeta Acosta 
Adali Isaacs Menken Joaquin Miller Dan Millman  Terry Black  Jack Hicks  April Halpri Wayland   J.S. Hol-
liday  Anh Do   John Muir   Michael Scott Moore Carolyn Follett Carl Reiner Victoria Silva Audrey Wood Don 
Miguel Ruiz Rebecca Solnit Isabel Allende M.F.K. Fisher   Firoozeh Dumas   Lisa Alpine   Steve Martin 
Khaled Hosseini   Edward Humes   Faye Kellerman Susan Ito Pico Iyer Freeman House D.P. Lyle Eric 
Shapiro Bonnie Domrose Stone Sharleen Cooper Cohen   Victoria Zackheim Kathleen Sharp   Joe Quirk  
Ross Macdonald   Lynette Brasfield  Gail Tsukiyama Jo Anne Van Tillburg Bret Harte K.C. Cole June Dutton 
Alexandra Haslam   Elizabeth McKenzie Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni Deanne Stillman Jessica Mitford Ray 
Berry Patt Morrison Rupert Hughes   Hughes   Thom Gunn Susan Straight  Rayn Roberts Randy Shilts Peter 
Richardson Veronique de Turenne Ursula K. LeGuin Tony Lazzarini Peter Lefcourt  Raymond Strait  Percival 
Everett Yone Noguchi   Wylene Dunbar   Vladimir Lange   Tony Johnston   Malcom Margolin   M.L. Malcolm 
Michael McClure   Ruthanne Lum McCunn   Lucille Lang Day   Oakley Hall Nik C. Colyer   Robyn McGee   
Kelly Lange  Tamim Ansary Nancy Huebotter Mark Coggins Kathi Kamen Goldmark   John Gregory 
Dunne  Alan Epstein Thomas Steinbeck Theodora Kroeber  Alan Clements devorah major   Joie  avidow 

John Lescroat Linda Palmer Robert Haas Louis B. Jones Sylvia Boorstein Susan Dunlap  Robert de Heer  
Leora Krygier  John Grissim   John Gilmore   Keith Bailey   Robinson Jeffers   Molly Fish   Kathryn J. Abajian 
John Forbes  William O’Daly   Shirley Ann Parker   Maxing Hong Kingston Wardlaw Lee John Collins  Penny 
Warner Taylor Smith   Ruben Martinez   Peg Bracken   Joe Gores   Jean Harfenist   Lee Lofland   Paul Erd-
man   Ona Russell Shesshu Foster 

Molly Katzen   Mikel Dunham  Laurel House Jean Ardell   Judy Reeves   Melba Beals   Robert A Davies   
Rick Wartzman Marybeth Bond Judith Greber  Dora E.H. Crow  Ann Bastian  Jack Hirschman  Edwin Mark-
ham  Donald DeNevi  Ishmael Reed  David Masumoto  Andrew Sean Greer Floyd Salas Jimmy Hopper Tillie 
Olsen   Stewart Emery  Michael Parenti Jerimiah Abrams   Jean Simonda Bolen  Fanny Osbourne  Daniel 
Handler Frank Chin  Julie Williams Lacey Fosburgh   Kevin Starr   Julie Wallace  Francisco Garces Evan 
Connell Daniel A Olivas  Anthony Marais  Marc Allen   Louise Steinman   Mary Mackey   Louise Clappe   An-
thony Arnold   Al Young   Ernest Callenbach   Richard Rodrigues Erik Erikson   Aimee Liu   Reyna Grande  
Stewart Brand  Regina Louise   Helen Benedict  Dana Gioia Elliot Feldman   Jaime de Angulo   Hector 
Tobar  Gina Berrault  Ellen Sussman  Curt Gentry   Eric Stone  Elizabeth Stromme Maria Espinosa.... 

and the list goes on 
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by Nels “Chip” Pearson 

 My daydreaming was interrupted by ten firm digits poking into my lower ribcage in plac-
es only one person in the world knew to be my most ticklish areas: Mylah. "Stop, stop, stop." I 
begged into those deep, green eyes hidden within a wild mane of auburn hair.  

"How will you ever pass the Rogue initiation if anyone can sneak up on you like that?" 
Mylah snickered as she danced away from my counter-tickle attack.  

"Ah, I heard you when you stepped on that twig coming up the path," I lied.  

"Liar, liar, liarrrrr," she taunted as she danced around me flowing through her Sornothi 
forms. Mylah had the most amazing style and grace of anyone I had ever met and would be 
the best Rogue initiate ever. My thoughts may have been a little transparent though, as she 
stopped in mid-pose, leaped across the bench and entangled me in a most unrogue-like em-
brace. It was probably my smile that gave me away. Not just any smile, a special smile just for 
her and she knew that one by heart. 

 Once I caught my breath and disengaged myself from a most delightful entanglement, I 
tried to put on my most serious expression, which at the moment, took a degree of focus that 
Marthus would have been proud of. "Mylah, I have been thinking, well, pondering mostly."  

"And you actually came up with a thought?" she giggled, as she rapped me on the fore-
head. "Ow, come on Mylah, I'm trying to be serious," I stood up and faced away from her to 
minimize the distractions she presented. Surprisingly, no tickle attack came upon my unpro-
tected back. Mylah's insight was also second to none. Just another reason why I loved her and 
why this was going to be painful. "You know that the Time of Choosing will be tomorrow." I be-
gan my practiced oratory. "And that initiates will spend that next three years traveling and train-
ing with their cohort." The silence behind me was a little unnerving but I kept on going. "What 
you may not know is that I have decided to become a Ranger." The faint gasp told me all that I 
had suspected, but never voiced.  

"But why?" Mylah asked in a quiet voice.  

"The Boundary," I said, turning now to face her. "I have been reading the ancient lore 
and I believe that the Silent Wraith has followed the Kiri to Terminus." I held up my hand as 
she was about to voice an objection. "Let me finish. This is not easy." Taking a deep breath, I 
continued. "You have the ability to become the most formidable Rogue the world has even 
known and I would give the world to be with you on that adventure. But, I had a whispering in 
the forest today that indicated my adventure lay on a different path." The tears in her eyes 
were almost too much to bare, but she knew me well enough that my mind was made up.  

"Well, Ranger, may you keep a song in your head, a dance in your step, and -- ", em-
bracing me in a kiss that seemed to go on forever, "-- keep me in your heart."  

Opening my eyes, she was gone.  

 ".. ‘If you are truly looking for a home, I compel you... Go searching for it,’" the Keeper 
had said, and so I will and I must, just as soon as I shed the last of the tears from my eyes. 

 

Editor’s Note: take a glimpse into a sci-fi romantic scene by new member, Chip Pearson... 

end 
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Managing YourWriting Career by Rusty LaGrange 

 Story & Photos  
by Rusty LaGrange 

Sweet Tweets Attendees Learn Basics 

Angie Horn held a salon hosted at Lorelei Kay’s 
home in Hesperia. With eleven attending this free 
salon, Tweeters received the beginner’s instruc-
tions so they could use Twitter feeds for their So-
cial Media platform as they developed  a wider 
exposure for their books and projects. 

“Media options like Twitter help our writers gain a 
better understanding of marketing to potential 

buyers,” Angie explained. 

“I’m not much into Twitter but I see that others 
use it all the time,” noted Barbara Parish. “If 
it’s easy enough, I can do it.” 

Angie plans to offer more classes on Face-
book, Twitter, and other platforms later on. 

If you have a specific skill you can share in a 
salon, sign up with Lorelei Kay. Salons are get
-togethers, free, and held in member’s homes, 
unless noted. You must be a member to visit. 

When writing for magazines that offer writers a paid rate 
based on their Writers’ Guidelines, it makes perfect sense to 
study their rules of publication. You might select a magazine 
that has a large circulation in the women’s health industry, 
for instance. If you do, the competition is much harder to 
break into as compared to a smaller market. 

It’s wise to go online and check each magazine’s market 
platform. Do they pay when published or right away? Do 
they need a cover letter with your publishing credits so they 
have from you some position of expertise to rely on? Do you 
receive bonus pay if you offer photos? In what format do 
they want their photos? Digital, transparencies, slides, (does 
anyone use those anymore)? How many will they want to 
see, what DPI, and what color rendering do they use? 

Basically, the best way to look professional as you gain 
more experience submitting to magazines, is to be prepared. 

Once you have a piece accepted by an editor, thank them by 
phone, card, or email, and ask her/him when the article is 
expected to print. Usually, the larger the magazine’s reader-
ship, the longer the timeline for publication. Don’t be sur-
prised to hear that your cute story about winter holidays, 

won’t be accepted until 10 - 18 months in advance. Yet, 
smaller publications could be accepting 3-6 months in 
advance of a holiday theme.  

Managing your accepted articles and corresponding with 
the company is important enough that you should have a 
timeline in place. I used index cards in a box with month 
tabs. For each article I would write down the name and 
address, the editor and publisher, the dates sent, accept-
ed and paid plus the date to publish. Once in place, the 
card would be placed three months prior to the anticipat-
ed publishing date. 

By watching three months early, I was able to see how 
things were going. A quick phone call did the trick. Did 
the article get into the edition as planned? Did the story 
get assigned its photos or not? Does the same editor still 
manage that department? You would be surprised how 
often editors move on. 

I saved my article from the “circular file” by calling to 
find out the editor had left and no one had decided what 

Continued  page 12 
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We are having a follow-up meeting called: 

"Writing the First Act"  

at the same Motel 6 on Sunday,  

November 5 from 1pm to 4pm. 

 Al Watt says:  

"Writing the first act of a novel or memoir is a challenge because we are attempting to do many things at 
once. We are introducing characters, establishing the world, setting up the premise and backstory, all while 
holding the reader's interest. There are tools we can employ to tell the beginning of our story in the most dy-
namic and compelling way." 

TESTIMONIALS 

 

“For those who have been writing for years, this may not seem important, but attending the Watt writing class 
offered clarity to many of the writing terms I have heard since becoming a member of the HDCWC. For ex-
ample, "we are always writing our story". I have heard this many times but I now understand it's meaning. 
Not because Mr. Watt explained what it meant, it was demonstrated through a class exercise. I 
strongly recommend attending any class taught by Mr. Watt. His insight to the writing effort is 
amazing and his method of teaching allows you to leave with a greater sense of knowing how 
to get the right words on paper.” 

 “Al made sense of things I had heard before but not really understood.  No secrets; no tricks.  He is 
highly effective." 

 

  Alan Watt's  

 “Writing the First Act” Workshop 

 Afternoon — 1 pm to 4 pm  

  Sunday, November 5th   

   Our price: for non-members $45 

     $35 for CWC Members 

     Limit 25 persons  

           Motel 6 Conference Room -- 9757 Katalba Rd. Hesperia  

    Act now to reserve your place!  
          

 

 

 

 

Contact:  Bob Isbill 

hdcwc@aol.com  

CWC MEMBERS - $35 

  

NON CWC MEMBERS - $45 

  

The Same large and comfortable 
conference room as before 

I’m back 
for 1st Act 

to help   
you get 
started. 
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Continued from Page 10 

 

What You Missed 

stories were running. I firmly explained my position, the date was crucial to the timing of an event related to the arti-
cle, and I had terrific photos. They liked what I said, and I received an 8-page spread with plenty of photos for the in-
ternationally-acclaimed Four Wheeler Magazine. My payment helped me purchase a large, oak, work station for my 
home office – one I sit at today as I wrote this article. 

It pays to manage your writing business with a better understanding of how the publishing half of your career behaves. 

Note: Writers’ Digest offers a digital and printed reference book for researching magazine firms. 

Bob Isbill gave a presentation on 'great 
endings’ using the character wheel.  

Due to a second event happening on the same day, members opted to attend the regular meeting at the re-
cently renovated Jess Ranch Church community room. (before going down the street to the HDALF festival). 
Bob Isbill ran an informative look at character development by using a large character wheel. 

Photos Provided by  
Bob Isbill 

Managing Your Writing Career 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories  

  by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

2015 Anthology — 53 Top-
Notch entries from our Branch’s 

best authors.  

Makes Great Gifts! 

All Our Yesterdays: A Collec-
tion of Memories is the latest 
student-created anthology 
which focuses on interviews 
of senior citizens,  

Amazon.com for $11.99 

 

Readers’ Round Up news & reminders 
 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.  

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
document found stashed away in a box of 
mementos, recounts the downhome early 
years of a famous California boy and his 
pal. They find life full of serious & frivo-
lous days of summer in early Oakland. 

First Printing now available for only $13.35 at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 

Advertising Works!  

LITERARY REVIEW DISPLAY ADS 

See ad rates at www.calwriters.org 

Be sure to use our 
club’s copyright 
symbol each time 
you advertise, 
share on Social 
Media and work 
with printed mate-
rials for your writ-
ing business. 

It’s important that 
we protect our 
good name and 
years of creative 
authorship. 

CWC Arranges Two New  

Discounts for Members  
1. Family Tree Magazine (for genealogical writers and 
researchers) has offered CWC members $3 off a one-year 
subscription (7 issues). Price would be $24 vs. the $27 
“standard intro price.” California Writer's Club members can 
receive a discounted Family Tree Magazine sub rate for 7 
issues for $24.00. When ordering by phone (888-403-9002) 
club members should mention source key: 87DCWC. Expira-
tion on this agreement is 6/30/18. 
 
2. Writer’s Digest has offered a discount to CWC mem-
bers. Current online cost is $21.96 for print or digital. They 
offer the same options (print and digital) to CWC members for 
$14.95 for either one. Expiration on this agreement is 
12/31/17. The link: https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/0768P/apps/
COMBO_CW2?ikey=C**W41. An opt-in box will appear read-
ing “Please send me Writer’s Digest’s and F+W's FREE 
newsletter plus exclusive offers via e-mail. You'll also receive 
special offers from our marketing partners. You can unsub-
scribe from those newsletters via the newsletters themselves. 
We will not share your e-mail address with any third party 
without your consent. For more information, please read our 
privacy policy.” Members who do not check the box to opt in, 
will exempt themselves from these offers and the discount 
would still apply. 

A Good Time to Offer a Salon 
Host a salon of your choice in your home 
with HDCWC members you know and trust. 

All it takes is a date selected, shared with 
Lorelei Kay — our salon manager —, 
choose your limit of attendees, a subject in 
which you may (or not) have talent, and a 
time convenient for you and your friends. 

Refreshments are not required, but always 
appreciated. 

 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/0768P/apps/COMBO_CW2?ikey=C**W41
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/0768P/apps/COMBO_CW2?ikey=C**W41
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
 I plan to give myself a break for December, but please do send in holi-
day-themed stories and poems. I’ll be sharing them in November’s issue and 
January’s. 

 Small business card-sized ads are free now. Take advantage of it. 
Look for low-cost listings, and book review sites that give your titles expo-
sure. Submit your titles to contests that give prize money and kudos. 

 Submitting to The Inkslinger is easy. Use Arial font, 11pt. with sin-
gle spacing, please. My email address for submissions is 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. (Super easy!) Articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 700 words are accepted. Photos, poetry, and graphics are 
always welcome.  

       November’s deadline: Oct. 23. January’s deadline: Dec. 26.  

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2017 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Services 

NOV 

NOV 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

http://angelahorn.com/
joylife-press/ 

Angie’s latest book 
is just in time for  
Summer cooking 
and Fall grilling 

Buy at Amazon for 
$18.99 + s/h/tax or 

Prime 

Our current panel of mentors for the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project consists of: Winnie Rueff, 
Michael Raff, Greta Smith, Mary Ruth Hughes, Rob-
erta Smith, and Lorelei Kay. 

Coming in November is the “meet-&-greet” of stu-
dents, mentors, and Memoir Stars with President 
Rebecca Kosko moderating. Date and time TBA. 


