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outreach and making museums come alive for 21st 
Century kids. Anton was the only educator to be so 
honored. 

As an educator for nearly 26 years, Anton and his stu-
dents host an annual Veterans Appreciation Dinner and 
the students raise the funds and serve the dinners to 
our worthy veterans. The first dinner hosted nearly 100 
veterans. Now, 22 years and 22 dinners later, this event 
has grown to serving nearly 2,000 veterans at each din-
ner. As a result, they have served nearly 20,000 veter-
ans and raised nearly $140,000 to do this. “Somehow, 
the spirit of service and honor are infectious and our 
students change lives on that special night. It is truly 
special,” noted Todd Anton in a recent interview. 

As a son of a decorated World War II/Korean War Army 
combat veteran, the late Wallace P. Anton, Todd has 
been inspired on a personal level to honor the “Greatest 
Generation.” Wally Anton raised a son dedicated to pre-
serving the stories of the men who served America in 

Continued on Page 3 

HDCWC’s November Guest Speaker, Todd Anton 

VFW Teacher of the Year 

Creator of Oral history collection involving     
stories of nearly 5,000 combat veterans 

Todd Anton has been 

a U.S. History instructor for over 27 
years, and his ability to work close-
ly with his students and World War 
II veterans has earned him national 
recognition – for an extensive oral 
history collection (nearly 5,000) 
involving combat veterans from 
W.W. I through the present. As a 
result of his nomination as VFW 
“Teacher of the Year”, legendary 
author/historian Dr. Stephen E. 
Ambrose took Todd under his wing 

and encouraged him to achieve even more.  

Anton serves on the board of Trustees for the late 
Dr. Ambrose's National World War II Museum. 
The museum has featured Anton as a speaker at 
a gala function in Washington DC honoring the 
members of Congress who served in World War 
II, and at the premiere of Steven Spielberg's docu-
mentary on his father, Arnold Spielberg's squad-
ron in W.W. II, called the Burma Bridge Busters, 
at Fox Studios in Los Angeles. Anton also serves 
as the Divisional Historian for his late father's 
World War II unit, the 70th Infantry Division – 
“Trailblazers,” and has written a history of the divi-
sion's artillery units called Distant Thunder: The 

Field Artillery units of the 70th 
Infantry Division in World War 
II.  

All of these organizations un-
derstand the importance of 
preserving the memory and 
sacrifice of the “Citizen Sol-
dier” in W.W. II, and that this 
process begins in the class-

room. They chose Anton as their ambassador. 
The famed National World War II Museum in New 
Orleans also selected Anton to be on their Board 
of Trustees and Anton advised on educational 
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High Desert Chapter of  

California Writers Club 

Board of Directors  

 
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2018. 

President 
Rebecca Kosko 

RKosko@icloud.com 

Vice President 
Shalechia Hunt 

shalechiar@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Elizabeth Pye 

lizpye@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 

jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 

lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 

Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 

LoralieKay7@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

Remember we now offer PayPal as a pay-
ment method for dues and purchases. 

Submitted by our own Amy Burnett 

W R I T I N G   F R O M   M E M O R Y 
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Let’s be realistic. Life doesn’t al-
ways go how we want it to, 
right? Does that mean that your 
life is doomed and you won’t 
achieve the success you dream 
of? Of course not. Everybody 
fails. Let me show you some 
pretty powerful examples to illus-
trate this point…  
   
Walt Disney was fired by a 
newspaper editor because "he 
lacked imagination and had no 

Andrew Lock 

Business consultant 
and web video expert 

the time of its greatest need. 
Many of these men walked away 
from careers in baseball and foot-
ball to serve a nation they loved 
more. 

Anton's books: No Greater Love 
and When Baseball Went to War 
have inspired FOX News Chan-
nel's ‘War Stories with Oliver 
North’ to produce a show dedi-
cated to baseball and World War 
II veterans, which is called “From 
the Ballpark to the Battlefield: 

Baseball and World War II.” Anton joined Boston 
Red Sox ace Curt Schilling and noted 
baseball historian Bill Nowlin as the advi-
sors for this show. You can view that at 
http://www.hulu.com/watch/68787. 

When America goes to war, it requires its 
most able-bodied citizens to join the 
fight. Professional football contributed its 
talent to the efforts of W.W. II more than 
any other sport. Among its ranks, the NFL 
counts three Congressional Medal of Honor re-
cipients, numerous Silver Stars, Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, and Purple Hearts. War heroes 
from W.W. I through the present-day War 
Against Terror, are profiled in When Football 
Went to War by Todd Anton and Bill Nowlin.  

The stories in When Football Went to War honor 
those who returned to play another day as well 
as men who made the ultimate sacrifice, includ-
ing biographies such as the tragic death of for-
mer NFL safety Patrick Tillman. Tillman turned 
down a $3.6-million, three-year contract offer 
from the Cardinals in order to enlist in the Army 
after the September 11th attacks, and died while 
serving in Afghanistan. When Football Went to 
War is the perfect tribute to the heroism of Amer-
ican athletes-turned-soldiers that will inspire 
football fans and history buffs alike. 

Anton’s fifth book, Big Leagues...Bigger Heart, is 
dedicated to a local MLB pitcher, Don Ferrarese, 
in our High Desert area who could have retired 
in wealth but instead used his success to inspire 
students and charitable causes in the region. 

Todd Anton, 53, lives in Victorville, California with 
his wife Susan and their children, Jamie and Ja-
son, and continues to passionately teach Ameri-
can History at the Heritage School in the Snow-
line Unified School District of California. 

good ideas." He went bankrupt several times before he 
built Disneyland. In fact, the proposed park was rejected 
by the city of Burbank in California, on the grounds that 
it would only attract “riff-raff.”  
   
Andrew Lloyd Webber has had some dismal failures in 
the world of musical theater, yet no one remembers 
them.  
   
Thomas Edison's teachers said he was "too stupid to 
learn anything." He was fired from his first two jobs for 
being "non-productive." As an inventor, Edison made 
more than 1,000 unsuccessful attempts at inventing the 
light bulb. When a reporter asked, "How did it feel to fail 
1,000 times?" Edison replied, "I didn't fail 1,000 times. 
The light bulb was an invention with 1,000 steps."  
   

Albert Einstein didn’t speak until he was 4 years old 
and did not read until he was 7.  His parents thought he 
was "sub-normal," and one of his teachers described 
him as "mentally slow, unsociable, and adrift forever in 
foolish dreams." He was expelled from school.  
   

Charles Schultz had every cartoon he submitted reject-
ed by his high school yearbook staff.  
   

After Fred Astaire's first screen test, the memo from 
the testing director of MGM, dated 1933, read, "Can't 
act. Can't sing. Slightly bald. Can dance a little." He 
kept that memo over the fire place in his Beverly Hills 
home.  
   

Decca Records turned down a recording contract with a 
band called The Beatles with the fascinating evalua-
tion, "We don't like their sound. Groups of guitars are on 
their way out."  
   

A friend of mine in the music industry personally audi-
tioned a singer by the name of Reg Dwight in the 
1960s.  He unceremoniously shoved the singer out of 
his office for wasting his time. That singer is now better 
known as Elton John.  

Continued on Page 5 

Guest  
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Continued from Page 1 

HDCWC’s November Guest Speaker 
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What You Missed — Part A 

October’s HDCWC Memoir Panelists, from left to right: 

Greta Smith, Mary Ruth Hughes, Lorelei Kay, Roberta Smith,  

Winnie Rueff, and Michael Raff. 

By Mary DeSantis 

ur October club meeting featured a panel of HDCWC 
authors who have published a variety of memoirs 
and who shared their expertise about memoir writ-
ing. 

Greta Smith detailed how she and her mother became trapped 
in Europe during World War II while on vacation in 1938. Her 
book, titled Once Upon a Time in Sweden, derives mostly from 
first-hand accounts of the war years and from letters that were 
sent to and from Greta’s father back home in California.   

Mary Ruth Hughes turned a journal written by her grandmoth-
er, Jennie Phelps, into a fascinating memoir titled 
Memories of a Farmer’s Daughter. Jennie was 
80 years old in 1966 when she wrote her memo-
ries of growing up in Arkansas, her romance with 
a cowboy, and moving to the Chickasaw Nation 
soon after Oklahoma became a state. Mary Ruth 
published the journal as an heirloom for her ex-
tended family, but it has become one of her most 
popular and frequently sought-after books.  

Lorelei Kay’s memoir, From Mormon to Mer-
maid, details a series of eye-opening discoveries 

made by accident, which exposed the in-
ner workings of the Mormon Church and 
caused her to question the precepts upon 
which her faith was built, and to eventually 
break free of the oppressive control that 
the Mormon church has over its practition-
ers. Lorelei is named after a famous river 
mermaid in Germany, and she chose an 
aquatic theme to weave throughout her 
manuscript.  

Roberta Smith wrote a biography about 
her great-great-grandfather, based upon a 
diary he wrote while serving in the Civil 
War. The title of her book is A Year in the 
Life of a Civil War Soldier (The 1864 Diary 
of Frank Steinbaugh). 

Winnie Rueff’s book, Calling Nurse 
Mearns, describes how life became a bat-
tlefield for this World War II nurse. 
Through her autobiography, Winnie leads 
her readers through vicarious experiences 
that illustrate how a woman can triumph 
over the many obstacles we all meet in 
life. 

Michael Raff’s memoir, Special, is the tale 
of a young woman who was doomed to 
die a tragic death before her time. His 
book is written in the form of a tender love 
story, and is a stirring tribute to Jill Ad-
ams, the girl he loved deeply. 
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Graphically  
Speaking … 

 

Copyright and Trademarks 

Continued on Page 7 

Copyright is a form of intellectual 
property law that protects origi-
nal works of authorship such as 
literature, plays, movies, music, 
art, photographs, computer software, and architecture.  

Can you copyright your idea for a story? Unfortunately, 
the answer is NO. King Solomon once said, “There is 
nothing new under the sun,” [Ecclesiastes 1:9] and that is 
still true 2,500 years later. All ideas and thoughts are uni-
versal, and many different people think the same 
thoughts; however, we don’t all create in the same way.  

According to the official U.S. Copyright Office (USCO) 
website, https://www.copyright.gov, “Copyright does 
not protect facts, ideas, systems, or methods of opera-
tion, although it may protect the way these things are 
expressed.” In other words, you cannot claim exclusive 
ownership of an idea for a story about a middle-aged 
woman who wishes she had done more with her life and 
decides to take up serial killing as a hobby, but you can 
copyright the unique version of the story that you have 
created based upon that idea. 

Screenwriters evolved a tried and true method of pro-
tecting their ideas by copyrighting a Treatment of their 
script. A Treatment is a brief description of the entire 
story told in narrative format and containing all the key 
elements that set this script apart from others. It is typi-
cally about ten to thirty pages long. Treatments can be 
copyrighted, and many screenwriters do this before 
pitching their ideas to producers. A Synopsis is not the 
same as a Treatment. A Synopsis is a short summary of 
the story, but does not contain enough details to set the 
work aside as a unique Treatment of an idea. 

To register a work for copyright protection, submit a 
completed application form, a filing fee, and a nonreturn-
able copy of the work to be registered.  

 

 

 

Continued from Page 3 

     Imagine if any of these individuals HAD given up, 
believing they were doomed to failure, and that they 
would never achieve success.  
     Do you think they felt down or even depressed at 
times? Of course. But I can guarantee you that they 
didn’t allow a gloomy state to overtake them, to over-
power their desire to succeed. And in every case 
they did succeed, in a HUGE way, far greater than 
their wildest dreams.  
     Bad experiences can be viewed as positive in 
hindsight. They can be viewed as stepping stones 
rather than stumbling blocks. It’s your choice, but be 
determined to never ever give up. 

Andrew Lock moved from England to Utah to California. If you wish 
to follow his business and marketing advice you can go to:   

www.HelpMyBusiness.com 

By Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 

CWC South, the southern region of the California 
Writers Club (CWC), generally meets twice a year 
at Vroman’s Bookstore in Pasadena. Discussion 
topics range from mini-grants and participation in 
events such as the Riverside Dickens Festival, to 
issues that have come up at CWC Central Board 
meetings.  
 
Major CWC South projects include the website  
socalwritersshowcase.com , a monthly “zine” writ-
ten by CWC South members. “Showcase” presents 
eight categories: short fiction, nonfiction/essay, 
memoir, poetry, writer’s life, craft, interview, news, 
and conferences.  
 
Members submit directly to the editorial staff and 
also by referral from branch newsletter editors, 
who contact the site editors when they receive 
submissions that seem just right for reprint.  

News from 

by Mary DeSantis 
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CWC’s Literary Review Magazine  

 Unveiling HDCWC’s long-awaited 2017 anthology,  

 

Every two years HDCWC showcases the writ-

ing talents of its members. Submissions are 

carefully adjudicated by a select panel of read-

ers and rated according to a strict standard of 

literary excellence. 

Club members are invited to submit ideas for titles 

and cover art, with prizes given for the winning 

entries. This year, for the first time in the club's 

history of publishing anthologies, prizes are being 

awarded to the top submitters in two categories: 

POETRY and PROSE. The winners will be an-

nounced at our November 11 club meeting. 

The book’s content was formatted, laid out, and edit-

ed by our in-house professional editor, Jenny Margot-

ta, who also designed the cover. Then it was proof-

The 254-page book includes the bios of all 28 authors and 

the three judges. Sixteen additional people worked to bring 

the anthology to fruition.  

The back cover contains the following review by Steven 

Symes, author of Shadow House and Gracie the Ghost Eater, 

a Utah writer who is featured on Goodreads and Amazon: 

read by a panel of volunteers before being okayed for publication through CreateSpace, the self-

publishing division of Amazon.com. 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club presents its 4th anthology, Tales Between the 

Sand and Stars, 45 original works by 28 club members. Revisit authors you've previously enjoyed and 

discover new authors who are presenting their work for the first time in a HDCWC anthology.  

This unique composite of poetry, short stories, excerpts from novels, and true-life experiences will 

by Jenny Margotta and Mary DeSantis 
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Graphically Speaking … 

 Continued from Page 5 

It’s always exciting when someone in the writing in-
dustry recognizes our talents. Marilyn King was 
honored to receive an email from the editor of the 
Southern Writer’s Magazine, requesting that she en-
ter her book The Winds of Promise for their author’s 
page, known as ‘Magnolia Corner’, for the Septem-
ber/October 2017 edition. 

Author Accolades 

Read more about Marilyn’s writing and books at 
www.marilynking.net 

The USCO offers online registration through their elec-
tronic Copyright Office (eCO), accessed via their website 
with clearly explained steps. Blank forms can also be 
printed out (click ‘Forms’ on the USCO website) and com-
pleted by hand. Make sure you select the proper form to 
submit.  

To request paper application forms, call the USCO at 
(202) 707-9100 and leave a message. Questions can be 
answered by calling the Copyright Public Information 
Office toll free at 1-877-476-0778. The fee for registration 
via snail mail is $85 payable by check or money order. 
Mail the application form, filing fee, and a nonreturnable 
copy of the work to: 

Library of Congress Copyright Office–PUB 

101 Independence Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20559 

Can you copyright a brilliant title you came up with? The 
answer, once again, is NO. “Copyright does not protect 
names, titles, slogans, or short phrases,” says the USCO, 
but these things may be protected as trademarks. Inter-
national Business Machines (IBM) can’t copyright the ac-
ronym that represents their company, but they registered 
it as a trademark, which gives them the right to use the ® 
symbol and prevent other companies from using it. 

There are two ways of establishing a trademark: 

TM: This is a common law trademark. You can write it 
in superscript after your title or name. It has no legal pro-
tection, but announces to others that the trademarked 
item is a brand that represents something. 

(R): This is a trademark that has been registered 
with and approved by the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office (USPTO). This gives you federal protec-
tion of your brand. The official site for the USPTO is 
https://www.uspto.gov/. There are many websites out 
there offering to be your go-between, but be pre-
pared to pay steep fees if they register your trade-
mark on your behalf. 

Publication is not necessary for copyright protection. You 
can register a work for copyright before it is published. 
Conversely, publishing your work firmly establishes the 
date and authorship, and there is then no need to file a 
copyright; however, an official copyright provides solid 
legal protection. 

The “poor man’s copyright” is the practice of mailing 
a copy of your novel or script to yourself. The USCO 
warns that “[t]here is no provision in the copyright law 
regarding any such type of protection, and it is not a 
substitute for registration.” So, for once and 
for all, FORGET ABOUT IT! 

 

http://www.marilynking.net/
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By Bob Isbill 

Past HDCWC President and author, Freddi Gold, hosted 
a salon on promotions that included an extensive 
handout of possible ways suggested to promote yourself 
as an author.  

The salon, held on October 24, was attended by Lorelei 
Kay, Mary Ruth Hughes, Liz Pye, and Bob Isbill. At-
tendees agreed unanimously that the meeting was an 
enthusiastic, informative, and worthwhile salon.  

Thanks to Freddi for arranging this salon and hosting 
fellow members. 

For further information, or if you would like to host a sa-
lon, contact Lorelei Kay, HDCWC’s Membership Chair, 
at loreleikay7@gmail.com. 

 

Promotions Salon attendees, L to R: Freddi Gold, 
Lorelei Kay, Liz Pye, and Mary Ruth Hughes 

L to R: Liz Pye, Mary Ruth Hughes, Lorelei Kay, and salon 
hostess Freddi Gold. 

Photos by Bob Isbill. 

Continued on page 10 

By Freddi Gold 

At a salon I recently hosted, a group of fellow 
writers met to discuss ideas for promoting our 
books. We talked about optimizing promotion 
tools and methods that are available to us.  

Ideally, your pre-launch promotion steps 
should include: 
1) Hire an Author Assistant. There’s a lot of work 

involved, so find a volunteer, if you can, or 
maybe a college student majoring in English 
or your book’s subject, or pay someone. 

2) You need to set up a website. 
3) Start a blog. This establishes your presence 

online, and attracts people interested in the 
subject matter of your book, which in turn cre-
ates a ready-made audience to market to. A 
blog is an online journal which you write on a 
regular basis and that is accessible by inter-
net users around the world. Blogs can include 
photos and videos, as well as text. 

4) Build a mailing list & auto response to wel-
come new readers. 

5) Write and practice a killer elevator pitch. 

Brainstorming ideas for a  
successful launch 

The first in a two-part series on Promotion 

mailto:loreleikay7@gmail.com
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Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

High Desert Celebrates Writers 
Week with Al Watt Workshop 

On October 1st 2017 the HDCWC hosted ‘The 90-Day Novel’, a six-hour 
workshop on writing taught by Alan Watt, best-selling author of Diamond 
Dogs. The event was held at the Motel 6 conference room in Hesperia. At-
tendance was limited to twenty-five people so that everyone could benefit 
from Al's personal attention. 

Among our local attendees were several CWC members from other 
branches, including the Inland Empire and San Fernando Valley. The 
HDCWC made a special arrangement with Watt to provide a specially dis-
counted price of only $65 for CWC members, which was an incredibly 
good price for an all-day workshop with a writing coach of Al's caliber. 

Story and workshop photo by Bob Isbill 

By Bob Isbill 

The HDCWC continued with their Dorothy C. Blakely 
Memoir Project, a ten-month-long program called 
‘Memoir Stars’ in which members of our club volun-
teer to mentor students at local area high schools. 
Classes are taught on an regular basis, covering top-
ics that the students will need to learn prior to writing 
their memoir of a person 55 years or older.  

Los Angeles-based writing 
coach Alan Watt has au-
thored two instructional texts 
for writers, titled The 90-Day 
Novel and The 90-Day 
Screenplay.  

He also wrote, directed, and 
produced an indie film which 
is slated to be released in 
January of 2018. Interior 
Night has already won five 
major awards at international 
film festivals, including the 
2017 Breckenridge Film Fes-
tival. 

To contact Al, or to sign up 
for his instructional and en-
gaging newsletter, go to 
http://lawriterslab.com. 

Mary Langer Thompson, Project Director, was 
able to secure the feature article writer, Rene De 
La Cruz, of The Daily Press (our local High Desert 
newspaper) to teach interviewing skills and tech-
niques to the students.  Rene was so popular with 
the students that he was selected to be a memoir 
star! His memoir story, along with all the others, 
will be published in the 2018 anthology, which will 
be produced and published by the HDCWC. 

The High Desert Branch will again participate as 
judges in the national Scholastic Arts and Writing 
Awards contest, administered by the Alliance for 
Young Artists and Writers in January of 2018. 
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Continued from Page 8 

6) Print advanced copies of your book (aka beta 
copies) to give to reviewers. 

You should research and embrace Social Media, 
since this is the main way people communicate and 
advertise nowadays.  

1) Research how to convert your paperback into an 
E-book that can be made available to the instant-
gratification generation of today. If you don’t al-
ready know it, a huge majority of people around 
the world are now opting to read books in elec-
tronic format. While physical books are not obso-
lete by a long shot, authors need to tap into that 
vast online audience by making their books avail-
able to download to E-reader devices. This is a 
service that an Author Assistant 
could help with.  

2) Establish your book on websites 
like Good Reads, Barnes & No-
ble, and BookBub, where mil-
lions of readers share reviews 
and research their next book pur-
chase. 

3) Make full use of the social media 
outlets Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, Pinterest, Tumblr, Google, 
Linked-In, and About.me. 

4) Create a video blog. Upload 
small videos to YouTube. Imbed 
each video in a blog post. Videos 

can answer fan questions, you can partner with 
another author for interviews, list book recom-
mendations, do a teaser about an upcoming title 
release, and you can read a short extract from an 
upcoming book release. 

Optimize your promotion efforts by cross-
promoting your book in the back matter (i.e., the 
extra pages at the end of your book) and your cover:  
1) List the titles of any other books you have written. 
2) Include an excerpt from those books. 
3) In your E-book, include the first chapter of a new 

book, and a link to purchase it or get on a wait-
list. This also adds to your mailing list. 

4) On your Amazon Author Page, encourage people 
to sign up on your mailing list. 

5) In Your Book description, include a quote from a 
relevant author, mention awards you’ve won, and 
use language that caters to your audience. Ex-
ample: “If you like thrillers (mystery, romance, sci
-fi), don’t miss . . . blah blah blah.” 

6) Make books available globally (do this on Ama-
zon). Reach out to bloggers in relevant areas. 

Prepare a killer Elevator Pitch that you are able to 
give to anyone at a moment’s notice. This should in-
clude: 
• What the book is about 
• What readers will be immersed in 
• Why they should care 
• Any accolades that the book/author has received 

Submit your book as an award contender in con-
tests such as the IPPY Award, the National Indie 
Excellence Award, and the Writer’s Digest Self-
Published Book Award. There are many more availa-
ble and you can research this online. 
 
Other Ideas 
• Get reviews before the book is published  
• Do book giveaways on blog tour or Facebook page for 

your book 
• Give fans a gift of the book 
• Ask readers to review the book matter ahead of publish-

ing – and get vital feedback 
• Submit book to relevant editorial re-
views 

Help! 

Freddi Gold holds a PhD in Human Be-
havior and a Masters in Clinical Psychol-
ogy. She is the author of the Dimension 
Norraena trilogy—a science-fictional, 
thriller, romantic suspense series pub-
lished by Dog Ear.  

A former licensed psychotherapist with 
experience as a television and radio 
host, she currently teaches Family and 
Intercultural Communication at Victor 
Valley College. Freddi is a former presi-
dent of HDCWC.  
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Our second speaker was Steve Marin, who teaches college classes 
and has a depth of knowledge in technical computer security. He 
shared some key points about keeping your documents and manu-
scripts safe. He recommends that all copies be held in three separate 
locations: 1) backed-up on a flash drive or external drive, 2) backed-up 
and stored in a protected place like a safe, 3) stored in an off-site serv-
er like iCloud, OneDrive, or many other free or paid services available 
today. Some secure way of keeping your precious stories from being 
lost will keep you from worrying about them if there is a major disaster, 
fire, break-in, or zombie apocalypse.   

He also suggested changing your passwords often and make them 
longer, write them down in a small notebook, if needed, and never 
share them. Be very wary of callers asking for personal info. 

What You Missed — Part B 

Steve Marin 

By Rusty LaGrange 

Serious Business, this 
Chomping & Chatting 
Members enjoyed a break with Halloween 
festive desserts and munchies while taking 
a few moments to chat 

Taking On the Latest Trend in Video Clips 
 

You see videos in Social Media and websites all the time now. You don’t have a video camcorder? 
Maybe using canned videos will help you explain something you are doing without having to buy anoth-
er piece of equipment? Check out www.VideoBlocks.com and peruse their many subjects for a visual 
aid in describing just what you were hoping to find. They offer several different priced packages and 
even free for the lowest tier. 

 

If you use “infographics” in your business or website, another service that creates generic graphics from 
a library of researched topics is called www.venngage.com with a price per month use fee.   

Speaking for Tech Security 
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 Don’t Call Him a Hero 
 

He is old and stooped and tired, 

halt of foot and dim of eye. 

He passes unnoticed on a crowded street. 
 

But stop a minute to talk 

and he will tell you tales 

of ships and guns, of pain and loss. 
 

You may thank him for his service 

to his country and his fellow man. 

But do not call him a hero. 
 

“Heroes,” he will tell you,  

“are the ones  

who did not come home.” 

 

~~  Jenny Margotta 

Honoring Our Military 
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  by Barbra Badger 

Squeaky floors and sticking doors, 

lace curtains, glass knobs, 

beveled windows, 

a cat or two or maybe a dog -- 

when the floor speaks it is responding to the presence on it. 

It speaks of the faith it has in its own strength.  

It speaks its own language and is familiar with all within. 

Below it -- probably a cellar -- not a cold concrete slab. 

You are standing on planks laid perhaps last century with care, 

beneath those planks -- only air. 

Built into the wall attached to the speaking floor, 

there stands a sticking, not-quite-closable wooden door. 

Another feature of the 'living' nature of a beloved old house. 

 

The door won't be fixed ‘cause no one cares any more 

and they know it makes the house 'alive.' 

Quirks are something to live with -- we all have them. 

Adapting is a human skill; so is procrastination. 

Merely one drop of oil will silence the voice of the door’s whiny hinges. 

but after a time -- like the people inside standing on the speaking floor,  

we tend to accept well-earned twinges. 

We leave the door squeaking -- the floor groaning (a good burglar alarm). 

To older people, an old house that can speak is a part of its charm. 

 

Even more nostalgia 

waves over those who recall the smells of turkey  

baking, Christmas trees adding some pine, 

colored lights and candles, holly sprigs, 

a table set with silver, crystal, and linens so fine. 

Closing our eyes, we can see 

a grandmother with snow white hair 

or a beloved uncle in his special chair 

sharing their memories of holidays past. 

 

Oh, dear, young ones -- drink it all in deeply to make it last. 

Build your own memories of these times, 

so swiftly will the years pass, 

settle now on the squeaky floor, 

listen to the moaning door, 

gaze through the beveled window, 

stroke the delicate lace. 

Drink it in now -- and when it all disappears, 

you can with perfect memory, find this place 

nestled in your heart to see in your mind’s eye 

to tell your grandchildren of days gone by.  

Squeaky Floors and Sticking Doors   
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by Melissa Holy 
 

I t was almost Christmastime again, but this year, life felt com-
pletely different. My Dad had suffered a stroke, along with an 

ongoing battle with cancer. My parent’s entire world had changed. At the age of 86, they closed up their 
home of 37 years in a small Washington farming community, and transitioned into assisted living, 100 miles 
away. It was a true test of their faith as they adjusted to new surroundings, far from family and friends.   

M y gratitude deepened at simply hearing their voice on the phone each day, and I made every effort to 
visit often from California. Each trip brought more awareness of their shifting routines and the many 

challenges they faced. They were in a tiny one-room apartment with few of their life belongings, yet they re-
mained hopeful for better times ahead. 

I  marveled each time I stayed in their apartment with them and stepped into their world. My heart was 
stirred with compassion as I viewed other residents who seemed so lost and lonely. I watched their 

neighbors slowly wander the same hallways day after day. They made their way to the dining room in wheel-
chairs or on walkers, and then returned to their small spaces. I felt their loss as I listened to their stories and 
memories of their lives past. Good or bad, those times were gone now and had disappeared so quickly. Eve-
ry smile and hug was cherished as their most important moment of the day.   

W hen it came time to leave, I would kneel down in front of Dad’s wheelchair to hug him goodbye. He 
wasn’t  able to speak through the tears, and it broke my heart. When the moment came to let go of his 

hand to leave, those few steps to the shuttle van were some of the most difficult moments in my life. I felt 
numb, knowing it may be the last time I would see him, and it took everything in me to stay strong.  

A s Christmas approached, I knew my greatest wish. I not only wanted to be with Dad and Mom, I wanted 
to make it the most special and meaningful Christmas ever. They had worked so hard through the years 

to create such beautiful Christmas memories for our family. I asked the Lord to show me how to make this 
Christmas wonderful for them, in His perfect way. I wanted to bring them joy and comfort in the midst of their 
trials, and for us all to find that true spirit of Christmas in our hearts.  

A lmost immediately, God’s answer filled my mind. The greatest gift for my parents was not in what I could 
give or do for them, but in what they could give and do for others. Together, we set out on a mission of 

love to find any residents that would be alone on Christmas, and we began preparing a great surprise. We 
wanted them to see how much others cared for them. There was such joy in focusing on how this small ges-
ture would impact each of them on Christmas morning. Mom shopped for gifts, Dad filled candy bags, and I 
designed decorations. On Christmas Eve, Mom and I tip-toed through the quiet hallways of the building and 
carefully set up the array of sparkling goodies at each of the seven doors. In front, we carefully placed a spe-
cial framed poem with a heartfelt message, telling them they mattered to our family. 

O n Christmas morning, those doors opened to unexpected love, and a sweet memory to hold for many 
days to come.  A deep joy and peace filled each of us, regardless of present circumstances, illness, or 

being 100 miles from home. We had experienced God’s precious gifts to us, the true meaning of Christmas, 
and the healing power of compassion. 

L ittle did I know that it would be the last Christmas with my beautiful parents, as they passed away eight- 
weeks apart in 2016. I will forever cherish the memories of that special day, and all the lives that were 

touched so deeply, including mine.            

If you would like to share a Holiday memory 
for our January 2018 issue coming out about 

the 8th of Jan. 

please submit this month to 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 
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Imagine getting an e-mail after our High Desert 
Arts and Literary Festival saying that a museum 
wants to carry your book! That’s exactly what 
happened to Mary Langer Thompson after our 
September event. Because her children’s book is 
about a blue-tongued skink, a real animal native  
to Australia, a representative of the San Bernardi-
no County Museum in Redlands contacted Mary 
saying they have a popular live blue-tongued 
skink that children adore, and they want to have 

Mary’s book about 
Dinky the skink in 
their museum store. 

So Mary and husband 
Dave knew they had to 
meet George, the real 
skink. His markings are amazingly like what her illustrator captured for Dinky. 
George is 21, so he is old. The life span of most blue-tongued skinks is 20 years, 
but George is safer in captivity and is enjoying a longer life while children pet him 
and watch him get fed. His blue tongue is his only defense to scare away preda-
tors, so his main enemies when not in captivity are lawn mowers and cats that 
sneak up on him. Occasionally, however, he sticks his tongue out for the kids. 

So now you can add a field trip to a close museum to the high desert when you 
buy Mary’s book, How the Blue-Tongued Skink got his Blue Tongue, available in 
both English and Spanish. If you buy it from her personally you will get a blue 
Tootsie Pop so your own tongue will turn blue while reading.    

Dinky Meets George; 

Museum Asks for Books 

Real skink in terrarium and Dinky on the cover 

Mary Langer Thompson on the real 

steps of County Museum with Dinky 

 

My thanx goes out to Mary DeSantis, who jumped in to help de-
sign and paste up ten pages of The Inkslinger this month, and 
will step in to help with other issues in the coming year. We 
may switch as co-editors, as well. 

If you like the changes you see, please let us know. 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com or MaryMinutemaid@hotmail.com   
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Slogan’s Heroes 
 

News You Can Use 
 

Haiku with Science in mind 

I don’t know who would have this much time on their hands but they made an impression on me and the 
ability to know all of these elements in the Periodic Table – then take that giant step to create a Haiku 
(Japanese form of poetry) for each and every one of them. Amazing! 

http://vis.sciencemag.org/chemhaiku/ 

 

by Sheryl Lynne Thomas-Perkins 

            Although I can’t recall the exact year that I won my first writ-
ing contest, I assure you that it was a very good one.  It was the 
year California committed to significantly improving its recycling 
efforts.  Likewise, the City of Los Angeles joined in these noble ef-
forts to ensure that we leave the least possible carbon footprint for 
future generations.  A slogan contest was aimed at reducing paper 
use and waste for City of Los Angeles personnel. I was employed by the City of Los Angeles at the time. 

I spent a couple of days working on my slogan entry, focusing on writing something short and to 
the point. The week after the entry deadline, I received mail indicating that I was the second-place slogan 
contest winner, although of course I thought that my slogan  was better than the grand prize winner's, and 
my friends supported this notion. 

Second-place win aside, inasmuch as most people use some form of paper most days, writing or 
drawing on it, reading it, or printing something onto it, the need to reduce our consumption of paper is as 
worthwhile a quest now as it was more than 20 years ago when I wrote the slogan.   

            Just in case you didn’t understand the directive immediately after reading the title of this piece, my 
winning slogan, the intent is for everyone to use both sides of paper, when possible.  This could involve 
writing on both sides of paper — or on the back- or second-side of paper if something is already on the 
front — or printing on both sides of paper.  This reduces consumer waste, helps maintain and, in some 
cases, save our forests and trees, and assists our efforts to leave the planet better than we inherited 
it.  Please consider heeding it if you can. If you’re already a committed ‘Second Sider’ as I refer to people 
who utilize both sides of paper, I applaud and thank you for your environmental soundness. 

            My winning entry was simply, “Before you’re through, use side two.” You will see the graphic on my 
slogan flyer that was created by another City of Los Angeles employee, and you may notice by my name 
as it appears on the slogan that I wrote the slogan before I married my husband who was also a “City 
Worker” in another southern California city. The flyers were copied and given to all city workers to increase 
awareness and to aid office paper waste prevention. I was also awarded a $50 United States savings 
bond, which I still have, somewhere.  That was 20 years ago, so maybe I should find it. 

CONTEST: Before You’re Through 
Use Side Two 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories  

  by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

2015 Anthology — 53 Top-
Notch entries from our Branch’s 

best authors.  

Makes Great Gifts! 

All Our Yesterdays: A Collec-
tion of Memories is the latest 
student-created anthology 
which focuses on interviews 
of senior citizens,  

Amazon.com for $11.99 

 

Readers’ Round Up news & reminders 
 

Advertising Works!  

LITERARY REVIEW DISPLAY ADS 

See ad rates at www.calwriters.org 

Be sure to use our 
club’s copyright 
symbol each time 
you advertise, 
share on Social 
Media and work 
with printed mate-
rials for your writ-
ing business. 

It’s important that 
we protect our 
good name and 
years of creative 
authorship. 

HIGHEST SELLERS - MULTIPLE TITLES 

Lorelei Kay - 15 books sold - 3 titles offered 

Mary Ruth Hughes - 15 books sold - 6 titles offered 

Ann Miner - 13 books sold - 5 titles offered 

  

HIGHEST SELLERS - SINGLE TITLE 

 Mary Thompson - 11 books -  How the Blue-
Tongued Skink Got Its Name (children's book) 

Lorelei Kay - 11 books - From Mormon to Mermaid 
(memoir) 

Anne Fowler - 9 books - The Christmas Camel 
(children's book) 

Book Sales are in From  
HD Arts & Literary Fair 

Jenny Margotta, cashier lead and treasurer for the 
one-day event, is happy to report that the total sales 
was: $1,672.00. 

And if you are curious about how the individual 
sellers did, she also broke down those stats, too. 

Motion Made for Writers Week 
Parlays Into Ina Coolbrith Award 
 

A motion originally given to honor the Ina Cool-
brith Award  of 2018 to Anthony Folcarelli of the 
Sacramento branch has been passed. In recog-
nition of his obtaining the California Writers 
Week resolution at the California State level. 
There were approximately 14 branches partici-
pating I the voting process. 

Kim Edwards, of the Sacramento branch, as 
maker of the original motion, will provide the ex-
act wording to Secretary Elisabeth Tuck so that 
she may prepare minutes. Minutes will need to 
reflect this motion for eventual inclusion in prep-
aration for the July 2018 annual CB meeting. 

  ~~  Joyce Krieg, President,  

   California Writers Club 
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 Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
This month Mary DeSantis and I shared the craft of creating and pasting 
up nearly half of the pages. I tossed her 10-pages worth and I filled the 
rest with holiday story and poem material. 

It was a nice break to be free of two deadlines in the same weeks. If we 
don’t scare her away, the rare find of a graphix person who knows how to 
writer AND can whip out pages in MSPublisher, might become a regular 
co-editor. I’m very excited to have the help. 

 Submitting to The Inkslinger is easy. Use Arial font, 11pt. with sin-
gle spacing, please. My email address for submissions is 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. (Super easy!) Articles and stories be-
tween 300 to 700 words are accepted. Photos, poetry, and graphics are 
always welcome.  

       January’s deadline: Dec. 27. February’s deadline: Jan. 23.  

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2017 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Services 

NOV 

NOV 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.  

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
document found stashed away in a box of 
mementos, recounts the downhome early 
years of a famous California boy and his 
pal. They find life full of serious & frivo-
lous days of summer in early Oakland. 

First Printing now available for only $13.35 at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

