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Guest  
Speaker 

During our June 9th meeting of the High Desert Branch of 
the California Writers Club, attendees will learn how to pitch stories 
that appeal to editors and agents. Ken Rotcop, former creative 
head of Embassy Pictures, Cannon TV, Trans World Productions, 
and Hanna-Barbera, is this month’s HDCWC speaker and will pre-
sent, "Pitching Your Story Perfectly." The meeting will be held 10:00 
a.m.– noon at the Community Church at Jess Ranch. Admission is 
free, and the public is welcome to attend. 

Rotcop, also a screenwriter, is best known for his TV movie, 
"For Us, the Living: The Story of Medgar Evers," which starred 

Laurence Fishburne, and won the Writer’s Guild Award, the 
Image Award, and the Neil Simon Award.  

Presently in bookstores are Rotcop’s As I Remember It: 
My Fifty Year Career as an Award Winning Writer, Pro-
ducer and Studio Executive, and his new release, Re-
membering Marvin Kaplan: A Prince of Comedy Creativity 
and Kindness.  Rotcop has just signed a contract to write 

Remembering Monty Hall, and Hall was his first boss when 
he came to Hollywood. 

Attendees will be able to personally meet Rotcop and pur-
chase his books during the meeting. 

   ~~  Sheryl  Thomas-Perkins, PR 

June 2018 

Ken Rotcop 

Enjoy our collection of Father’s Day memories of 
photos, short wssay and poetry ... 

Happy Father’s Day 
 

Learn How to Pitch Your Story 
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High Desert Chap-
ter of  
California Writers 
Club 
Board of Direc-
tors  
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2018. 
 

President 
Rebecca Kosko 
RKosko@icloud.com 

Vice President 
Shalechia Hunt 
shalechiar@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Elizabeth Pye 
lizpye@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 
jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 
lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 
Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 
LoralieKay7@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

Assistant Newsletter Editor 
Mary DeSantis 
MaryMinutemaid@hotmail.com 

 Remember we now 
offer PayPal as a 

payment method for 
dues and purchases. 

CWC’s Literary Review Magazine  
Submissions have been reviewed and 
magazine may be in the mail by July. 

Our Slate Of Officers for 
Election — June 9th 

IN MEMORIAM:   Evelyn Blocker 

HDCWC members in attendance for the regular 
meeting May 12th honored the writing life of long-
time member Evelyn Blocker. 

A memorial service followed the meeting in the 
chapel where the Blocker family had made ar-
rangements to meet other authors and friends. 

President — Rebecca Kosko (incumbent) 

Vice President — Lorelei Kay 

Secretary — Roberta Smith 

Treasurer — Jenny Margotta (incumbent) 

Any member in good standing may run for any office 
prior to the vote casting June 9th. When called up-
on, any prospective candidate should let the Elec-
tions Chair know of their intentions. 
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Photos by Roberta Smith, Mike Raff,  and contributors 
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Daddy: Our One and Only 
                                                                    

by  fumi-tome ohta  

      Daddy was a feral tomcat living 
on a nursing home property in the 
eastern sector of Los Angeles.  Dad-
dy was originally known as Mr. Big 
because of his intimidating size but in 
time, we in the social services office 
named him Daddy because we teas-
ingly said that he was the father of all 
the kitties in and around East Los An-
geles.  

      Daddy's ears were torn and 
chewed and his face scarred from the 
many encounters of male cats com-
ing onto his territory, a territory inher-
ited from his father. Daddy's father 
was called Big Neck because of the 
threatening thickness of his neck. 

      Whenever cats or adolescent kit-
ties were regularly trapped, the fol-
lowing morning the wire trap was set 
to the side of our social service office 
in readiness for the kitty to be taken 
to the vet to be spayed or neutered.  
Daddy would chance upon the trap 
with a terrified kitty inside. It was no-
ticed that Daddy's presence seemed 
to calm each kitty by him sitting next 
to the wire trap with the kitty inside 
sitting against Daddy's warmth.   

      After the surgery, we would bring 
the kitty home from the vet's office, 
then place the kitty in an empty room 
overnight. Daddy would insist on be-
ing with the kitty. When morning 
came, Daddy would be found nestled 
with the kitty in the small of his arms.  
In the late afternoon when the kitty 
looked and felt better and there were 
no signs of infection. We fed them 
both then set the kitty free.   

       At times families would find 
clutches of stray kittens on their prop-
erty then bring them to us for care. 
Daddy, always in close vicinity, would 
be there to greet and welcome the 
cardboard box of new arrivals. Un-
derstandably, the kitties were terri-
fied. They would whip their ears back 
then hiss and posture a warning to 
Daddy but soon, the kittens sensed 

Hosie L. Thomas Sr. 

Best Dad Ever 
by Sheryl Lynne Thomas-Perkins 

My dear father Hosie L. Thomas Sr. loves to 
tell of how he stayed with his grandparents in Loui-
siana, when his parents and siblings moved from 
there to California. When I heard the beginning of 
the story I was outraged knowing my grandparents 
had abandoned my father. However, Dad was so 
joyful telling the story that I had to back off from 
judging my grandparents as I listened to the rest of 
it. What still makes my father happy sharing his sto-
ry is that his grandparents loved him so much they 
didn’t want him to leave, and my grandmother con-
firmed the story. 

 I kind of know how my great grandparents 
felt, because Dad is likeable and lovable.  He has 
an understated grace and wit, and an amazing 
sense of family loyalty which has made life for us 
exceptional. 

 

 Dad was always a steadfast, responsible 
and dutiful presence, with a lot of street smarts, as-
suring that our needs were met and that we were 
happy. 

 When my mother (Barbara, “World’s Best 
Mom,” May 2018 Inkslinger) and I shopped for eye-
glasses when I was nine or ten years old, I looked 
great in both a pink and a yellow pair, but we could-
n’t decide which to get.  Mom called Dad to see if I 

That smile tells it all when Sheryl’s father walked 
with her.                                            (Photo credit: Sheryl) 
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Continued from Page 4 

Daddy a friend then calmed down.  
For Daddy, although the kittens were 
not his off springs, he never con-
veyed a 'That's not my child!' attitude 
but instead, he would paw the kitties 
softly and lovingly, bring his face 
close them then meow a fatherly hel-
lo, then lower his body to the floor to 
which, the kittens would, one by one, 
meander unsteadily to nestle against 
Daddy's body as if he really was their 
daddy.   

       Daddy, being a feral cat, never 
showed any aggression to we hu-
mans.  It was known that he would 
spray his scent all over the nursing 
home property with his territorial odor, 
but when we brought Daddy into our 
office to visit or stay the night, he nev-
er sprayed inside our office nor took 
out his claws to the elderly residents 
who did not have full control of their 
hands and arms, who visited our of-
fice to be with the kitty they loved.  

      The name Daddy was perfect for 
this feral cat because he really was a 
gentle and caring soul to animals and 
humans alike, and he was everything 
that symbolized and embodied the 
name Daddy.   

          Daddy, our one and only.                                                                                              

could get both pair, and Dad’s quick response that I 
could, has mesmerized me for almost 50 years.  You 
see, while we enjoyed a solid middle class lifestyle, 
even as a child I knew how expensive eyeglasses 
were.  So, to hear that Dad-The-Provider would pay 
for two pair at the same time was almost unbelieva-
ble and I was ecstatic. After all, my father worked in 
refuse collection (as a sanitation engineer and later 
as a supervisor) during most of my life. Although 
Dad’s job paid well, I still  wondered how he afforded 
the luxuries we enjoyed, including private piano, 
dance, and swim lessons, and paid for us to partici-
pate in bowling leagues, sports clinics, and more. I 
learned that my father worked a lot of overtime 
hours to pay for all of this, and I am eternally grate-
ful. 

Before I met him, my father served in the 
United States Armed Forces and was deployed to 
Korea, which kept him from being present the day of 
my birth. I am proud that he is a Veteran who safe-
guarded our national interests and protected our 
abundant American way of life. 

 No summary of why my father is dear to me 
would be complete without saying how much I re-
spect him for marrying my mother—who was simply 
irresistible—as she already had a son when they 
met. My parents marvel with how highly I regard 
that, but I do. It takes an incredible man to assume 
the role of father, to a male child who is not their bio-
logical offspring. What’s more, when we were grow-
ing up my parents NEVER referred to my older 
brother as my half brother or step brother.(I am still 
challenged to know the difference.)  He was simply 
my big brother. 

 Dad is the sage who always shared wisdom 
to help me navigate life, and finances to keep me 
afloat. After I moved to Atlanta, GA., in the late 80s 
and had to pay for housing for the first time, I found 
budgeting to be challenging. I wasn’t broke, yet, so I 
called my father for advice. He asked for a break-
down of my salary and expenses and was pleased 
that I was not squandering my earnings.  I felt better 
equipped to manage my money after Dad explained 
his financial plan, which I decided to replicate. Still, 
three days later, to my surprise, I received an unso-
licited check from my father. 

 When I returned from my trip to South Africa, 
where I saw countless people living in squalor, I felt 
badly for living alone in a large home and consid-
ered downsizing. Dad counseled me, assuring me 
that God had pre-determined my nationality, place of 
birth, and had blessed me to live as I did, so I 
shouldn’t feel badly for living well. However, I could, 

Continued from Page 4 Daddy Hosie Thomas 

If wings, to soar  

men to the moon, could hover soft  

and touch my check, then I, too,   

wish the ride be swift and, dauntless,  

carry my eyes up, too. 

And view the Earth  

through cosmic tears. 

 

The voyage in my heart 

beats strong, soon the time will tell,  

when astronauts devour skies 

beyond our Universe. 

Shuttled 
by Rusty LaGrange 
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Continued from Page 5 

he said, embrace my sense of compassion and do 
as I was led to help those less fortunate than me. 

 My favorite experience was when we partici-
pated in the March of Dimes Walk America more 
than 20 years ago. We walked through Westwood, 
CA. on a rainy day, and I wanted to stop minutes 
after we began, but Dad urged me on. Ninety 
minutes later we completed the walk and I felt a 
great sense of accomplishment.   

More recent, my father out danced me dur-
ing a New Year’s Eve dinner a few years ago.  My 
sweetie and I joined my parents for that shindig, and 
when the DJ played the remake of Marvin Gaye’s 
“Got to Give It Up,” Dad and I took to the dance 
floor.  Dad, in his late seventies then (and now 81), 
was light on his feet and showcased his signature 
gestures where he bends his elbows and balls his 
fists as he sways to the beat. Midway through this 
15-minute remix I had exhausted my best moves, 
and could barely stand. I asked Dad a couple of 
times if he was ready to stop and he assured me 
that he was fine, so we kept going.  He thought that 
I was asking because of my concern for his welfare 
when I was asking because I was pooped!  We were 
the last ones on the dance floor, and the DJ even 
called out Dad’s name as we danced, noting his 
smooth moves. I couldn’t dance the rest of the night, 
but Dad was back on the floor later, with his bride!  
This was another example of Dad encouraging me 
toward greatness, by his steadfast example. I love 
Dad, and of course I thank God for blessing me with 
His best in fathers. Happy Father’s Day Dad. 

Hosie Thomas Continued from Page 3 

Top photo — Linda Cooper and Rita 
Wells speak with Freddi Gold who 
made sure to visit with each author. 

Middle —  In her flop hat, Barbra 
Badger displayed pioneer-era fur to 
enhance her booth’s historical fiction 
book. 

Lower Photo —  Paul Apodaca 
speaks with a potential buyer. 

At Left — Lorelei takes her poem to 
performance level to entertain shop-
pers. 

Steve Marin was our event emcee. 
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Soul is the Essence of 
Character 

In his book about counseling peo-
ple with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, titled War and the Soul, 
Edward Tick, Ph.D. describes the 
human soul as the great cry of I AM awakened in the 
individual.” Our ultimate sense of who we are as indi-
viduals resides in our souls. The soul is our core, our 
essence, out of which spring all our thoughts, feel-
ings, and motivations. These intangible things drive 
our actions and shape our lives. A person’s character 
is defined by what he says and does; therefore, no 
study of Character is complete without an under-
standing of how people tick (pun intended). 

According to Dr. Tick, the soul is: 

• “…our individual volition.” 

• “…our aesthetic sensibility, the aspect of ourselves 

that hungers for beauty and both perceives and ap-

preciates it. As such, beauty is food for the soul.” 

• “…the expression of universal principles of harmony 

and proportion.” 

• “…the part of us that loves and seeks intimacy.” 

• “…the seat of our imagination, our image-making 

and image-interpreting functions.” 

But beware! The soul has a Dark Side. As Dr. Tick 
explains, “[e]very function of the soul has its shad-
ow… The contents of the shadow are those aspects 
of us judged unacceptable by society, religion, or our-
selves. We cannot get rid of these [shadow] aspects, 
so instead we carry them with us below our conscious 
awareness, often on an instinctual level.” 

This is vital information for writers who want to create 
rounded, realistic, and powerful characterizations. It is 
essential to understand that NOBODY IS PERFECT 
and NOBODY IS COMPLETELY BAD. Good and evil 
cohabit our souls. We all have a Shadow Soul. Most 
people keep that Shadow Soul under lock and key – 
but it is still there! Be sure to give your protagonist 

Graphically  
Speaking … 

 

by Mary DeSantis 
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PART ONE 

(i.e., your main character, aka ‘the good guy’) a 
roster of undesirable traits as part of his/her Shad-
ow Soul. This is the way to create balanced, believ-
able, quirky, and sometimes unpredictable charac-
ters. How can a mild-mannered housewife sudden-
ly go mad and butcher a child molester? Answer: 
She goes to the Dark Side and temporarily resur-
rects her Shadow Soul. It can happen to the best of 
us. Our medical and legal systems recognize this 
kind of behavior aberration in normally sane people 
and have labeled it ‘temporary insanity’. If you can 
sway a judge and jury with that plea, you know it 
will work on a movie audience. 

The Shadow Soul is an amazing tool for writers. 
When creating your Character Biography, be sure 
to include several negative aspects of each charac-
ter. Reveal one or two of these negative proclivities 
early on, so that when your protagonist goes to the 
Dark Side in order to extricate herself from an im-
possible situation, it will not seem contrived or un-
believable. In fact, such deep insight into your 
characters will ensure your audience’s empathy. 
Perfectly sweet, painfully honest, law-abiding peo-
ple are not always nice. In fact, perfect people are 
annoying and not believable. We instinctively know 
that they are false; they kick puppies and knock 
down mailboxes when no one is looking. So, give 
your darlings flaws, foibles, and bad habits. They 
will be more endearing to us. We will be able to 
identify with them completely, and we will be able 
to trust the story they are telling us. 

Some people revel in the shadow aspect of their 
soul; they are the criminals, the tyrants, the evil 
ones who cause misery and tragedy to others. So-
ciety tries to keep them under lock and key. We, as 
writers, must do everything in our power to release 
these villains!!! The more devious and evil and in-
telligent and powerful our villains are; the better 
stories we will write.  
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By Diane Neil 

 From the 

 Heart  

Diane spent her unbound energy entering her po-
etry in the San Bernardino Fair as well as volun-
teering to man a booth during the two-week event. 

SOME PEOPLE SAY 
By Jemma DeSantis 

(age 10) 

Some people say 

That beauty lies in a jewel 

Grace in ballet 

Strength in metal 

Brightness in the sun 

And speed in a cheetah 

 

But there is something that has two jewels 
for eyes 

Ballet in its gaits 

Metal in its muscles 

Thousands of suns on its coat 

And a cheetah in each of its feet… 

A horse 

Jemma DeSantis, age 10, and Lorelei Kay, age 
appropriate, both won Best of Show for their 
poetry contests in Youth and Adult categories. 
See more results in our July issue.  

Congratulations to all Fair winners! 

Placing 3rd in 
the contest, 
Diane wrote 
“An Ode to an 
Ancient Cat”. 

 

 

Lorelei took a 
First Place in 
the Adult Po-
etry contest 
and went on to 
become the 
overall winner 
— Best of 
Show in adult 
level. 
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by Angie  
  Horn 

Social 

Follow Angie on Facebook, Twitter, and her 
blog sites: 
https://www.facebook.com/AngieKSH/ 
www.AngelaHorn.com &                             
KitchenSouthernHospitality.com 

Choose a Social Media Platform that Best Fits You 

According to Dreamglow.com, the top four social 
media platforms in the United States are, in this or-
der:  

1. Facebook 2,200,000,000 

2. YouTube 1,500,000,000 

3. Instagram 800,000,000 

4. Twitter 330,000,000 

Most authors set up a Facebook page, but they of-
ten feel overwhelmed by or claim to not have time 
for other social media. But look at the top four plat-
forms. There’s a fit for everyone.  

Enjoy giving how-to video instruction? Open a 
YouTube account, and go for it. Love taking photos 
everywhere you go with your cell phone? Try out 
Instagram. Don’t have much time and prefer writing 
snippets of information? Twitter is for you. 

Consider having accounts on all four of these plat-
forms. Look at the combined audience – 
4,830,000,000. One percent of that amount is 
48,300,000. Obviously, that one percent of people 
will not all be searching for your genre of books or 
interest. However, you would be broadening your 
audience.  

Perhaps, joining all four platforms would take up too 
much time. You could, however, keep your Face-
book page and add one social media platform. Now 
that doesn’t seem overwhelming, does it? 

Recently, a workshop was held at Hesperia Library 
for authors and others interested in social media. 
The workshop included: 

• the new EU GDPR information 

• Twitter tips on how and when to tweet  

• an exercise that helped authors know which 

social media platform fits them best 

If you feel overwhelmed with social media and could 
not attend the workshop, you are invited to a FREE 
30-minute social media consultation. Contact me at 
angelahornblog@gmail.com, and enter HDCWC 
Social Media-30 in the subject line.  

You asked for workshops and Angie delivered a 
condensed but comprehensive look into Twitter as 
your main social media platform, May 29th.  

Although other ways of connecting with your read-
ers and followers are numerous, Twitter has the 
flexibility of user-engagement, easy learning curve, 
and the fastest growth and feedback second to Fa-
cebook. 

She also offered her guidebook to attendees, Twit-
ter Handbook For Authors: Tips for the Over-
whelmed Author. She plans to release a series of 
handbooks dedicated to social media for over-
whelmed authors. Hesperia Library hosted the 
event. 

Angie Horn during recent social media workshop 
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Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

Students Launch Heartwarm-
ing Memoirs: 

Footprints From Around the 
World  

After countless hours and 
months of interviews, tutoring ses-
sions, and writing, 11

th
 grade stu-

dents of Victorville’s University Pre-
paratory School launched their de-
lightful memoirs collection, Foot-
prints From Around the World, 
June 5, at the Hesperia Library 
Community Room, in Hesperia.  

Footprints From Around the 
World, filled with heartwarming sto-
ries, is the third publication Dorothy 
C. Blakely Memoir Project 
(DCBMP) promoted through 
HDCWC. The Memoir Project is a 
partnership between the HDCWC 
and local schools. 

Most of the students select-
ed their own Memoir Stars (senior 
citizens), and some were paired 
with Memoir Stars — who are 
HDCWC and local community 
members — and wrote their inspir-
ing and interesting stories, after 
receiving instruction from writing 
professionals and their teacher An-
na Lovato.  In cooperation with 
University Preparatory School Prin-
cipal Valerie Hatcher, nearly 100 
individuals assisted with this year’s 
project. DCBMP Project Director 
Dr. Mary Langer Thompson was 
assisted by several HDCWC mem-
bers, including Jenny Margotta, 
who, along with Langer Thompson 
edited Footprints. 

Students read excerpts and 
sign the books. Refreshments were 
served. 

Footprints From Around the 
World may be purchased at Ama-
zon.com. Student authors received 
free books during the launch. 
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Library Manager Robin Hawley accepts $300 check 
for the San Bernardino County Adult Literacy Pro-
gram presented by past president Dwight Norris from 
a mini-grant received from the CWC South. 

DCB continues 

Editor Jenny Margotta, Teacher Anna Lovato, and Co- 
manager Dr. Mary Langer Thompson receive recogni-
tion from families and students. 

(Left) 2nd place 
winner Camree 
Bonam stands 
with DCB found-
er Bob Isbill. 

 

 

 

 

(Below) Students 
stand in unifica-
tion for a project 
well done. Books 
are now on sale 
at Amazon.com 

Anna Lovato 

Aaliyah 
Jones  
family 
proudly 
looks on. 
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Our changing rules for contestants in poetry and story have always seemed a bit confusing, so when Karen 
asked a few questions about her submissions to a contest, I thought that others would be eager to see if they 
are working under the right assumptions, too. I have no legal background in copyrighting so please consult 
the Writer’s Guidelines for each contest you enter. My answers in Italics follows. 

Good afternoon, Rusty 

I want to enter the Writer's Digest 87th Writing Competition.  I'm writing to seek your guidance.  

 1)  One of the rules is that our entry must not have been published.  Are they talking about profes-
sional publication or are those works published in our CWC The Inkslinger newsletter exempt?   

 Some folks believe that if you are printed anywhere you are published. I don't agree with that. If you 
are printed in a church newsletter to a limited congregation of 200 members -- that to me is a closed publica-
tion. The Inkslinger is a closed, members-only publication, although you can read it on the chapter’s website. 
The odds of 1000s of readers finding that poem is crazy. I would go ahead and submit as never-been pub-
lished. I base my stance on the digital magazine broadcast to 1000s of subscribers in a public/commercial 
distribution. We aren't one of those — plain and simple. 

 2)  If I am allowed, I would like to submit two stories that were accepted for publication in the 
Inkslinger. What is a one-time publication right? 

 One-time rights means they will print it once if you win in their mail /hard copy publication that you 
have entered into. However, since Writer's Digest is so big and in digital format, your poem or story will be 
showing wherever their products are open to the public. They will not pay you for every instance that it may 
show up, and it will be archived with their files in all sorts of formats… Alas, if you want to compete, you sign 
the agreement. The item is still yours but it could show up elsewhere without your consent. 

 The digital world has changed the rules to printing but not to copyrighting. Once it's printed, it's copy-
righted. Period. Yet that doesn’t mean that some unscrupulous person could copy and paste it as their own. 

 3)  I don't understand this paragraph in the application form: 

     I hereby grant the Sponsoring Organization one-time publication rights to the winning entries, to be pub-
lished in a Writer's Digest publication, which may be promoted, distributed, and sold.  Writer's Digest also has 
the nonexclusive right to reproduce, display, promote, and distribute winning entries in digital form, including 
but not limited to the Sponsoring Organization's websites, databases, or as part of downloadable digital products 
associated with Writer's Digest competitions. The Sponsoring Organization warrants that it shall include in all 
uses of the Work an attribution, in house style, based upon the contributor information provided. 

(Are they saying that my stories do not belong to me anymore?) 

 No, you will keep your ownership of your entries in this contest. Consider the State-wide distribution 
of The Bulletin with nearly 2000 membership/readers, THAT I would consider a publication because it’s 
much larger and the potential of many readers is higher. Distribution goes to members, as well as other read-
ers who can share it online, send it, and view it on the website. It also includes paid advertisements that 
would entice author’s services beyond the state’s borders. 

 Writer’s Guidelines are established so you can meet the basic requirements of the publication. You 
don’t need permission from a publisher to ask them to allow you to send in a poem. If your poem meets their 
needs that will let you know. Since you own your submissions, you don't need to ask me to print them in The 
Inkslinger. You only give me consent to publish one time. They still belong to you forever. 

Good luck with the contest. 

     ~~  Rusty LaGrange, editor of The Inkslinger and CWC’s The Bulletin, 
and currently graphics and layout artist for the 2018 annual Literary Review         

 

How Publishing in Contests Affects Your Rights 
Condensed Conversations with Rusty LaGrange and Karen Ohta 
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For the Love of Writing 
 

HDCWC’s  
2015 Anthology 

53 topnotch entries from 
our branch’s authors.  

 
Makes Great Gifts! 

All Our Yesterdays: 
A Collection of  

Memories  
 

A student-created 
anthology based upon 
interviews with senior 

citizens. 
 

High School students 
from the High Desert 
were mentored and 

coached by volunteers 
from the HDCWC. 

 

Amazon.com for 

Readers’ Round Up news & reminders 

Be sure to use our club’s 
copyrighted logo each 

time you advertise, share 
on Social Media, and 

work with printed materi-
als for your writing-

related business. 
 

It’s important that we  
protect our good name  

and years of creative  

HDCWC’s 
latest publication – 

 

 
A collection of gems 

from the many prolific  
authors who call our 

branch home.  

 
Available for 
purchase at: 

https://www.amazon.com/  

Founded 1909 

One of the nation’s oldest 
professional clubs for writers 

OUR OWN YOUTUBE CHANNEL  

Here's the link to the channel: 
https:// www.youtube.com/channel/

UC28XLtEK5oBNq5gW2Zy1ssg 

 

 

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD  
ADVENTURES — A document 
found stashed away in a box 
of mementos, recounts the 
downhome early years of a 
famous California boy and 
his pal. They find life full of 
serious & frivolous days of 
summer in early Oakland. 
 
First Printing now available for 
only $13.35 at Amazon.  
$13.08 at Barnes & Noble. 

www.JackLondonInBoyhoodAdventures.com 

Let It Be Recorded… 

A Collection of Memories

   

by Students of the Academy for 
Academic Excellence 

Mentored and coached by 
volunteers from the 

High Desert Branch of the 
California Writers Club 

 
~~ Anthologies For Sale ~~ 

$11.95 

Available at our monthly 
meetings and online at 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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 Do you provide a service that could benefit   
other writers? 

Send a JPEG file of your business card or ad to 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. We’ll advertise it           

free of charge! 
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Editor 

Rusty LaGrange  

Back in the saddle as your Editor. A big thanx to Mary DeSantis for her co-
production talents. She’ll be stepping down from the position and I’m on the hunt for 
another volunteer or two who wish to learn more about desktop publishing and lay-
out and proofing. Please step forward and try it — you just might like it. 

 

The upcoming annual issue of CWC’s highly-prized Literary Review is still in pro-
duction stage. It’s coming soon. Whether you helped proof the submissions or as-
sisted in other ways, volunteers make our jobs easier. And this year we also sup-
ported and submitted to our San Bernardino Fair event under Adult Poetry Contest. 
Check out the winners inside these pages. Lorelei got a ribbon. 

Submitting to The Inkslinger is easy. Use Microsoft Word, single-spaced, 11-point Arial 
font, please. The email address for submissions is Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com. Articles 
and stories between 300 to 700 words are accepted. Photos, poetry, and drawings are al-
ways welcome.  

Don’t be shy about giving me feedback on the job I’m doing. And tell me what subjects 
you would like to have covered in future issues. 

July’s deadline for submissions: June 23. August’s deadline: July 23.  


