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Guest  
Speaker 

“The movement flourishes in local coffee houses, youth hostels, and art galleries, where once or twice a month, street 
poets come out of the woodwork to assume the stage. They rant and rave, and point fingers at a desensitized society 
and its social ills, just as their forbearers once did,” notes the San Diego Downtown News article. 

It’s theatrical, lyrical, satiric, serious, dark, edgy, and confrontational.  

SNAP!  It’s Beatnik with an Electric Charge  

 

CHRIS VANNOY — Guest Speaker 
Chris Vannoy, recognized by his narrow face, 
piercing eyes, and trademark black cowboy fedora, 
is considered the leader of the San Diego move-
ment. He’ll be our guest speaker for our January 
High Desert CWC meeting Saturday the 13th be-
ginning at 10 am. 

It’s a calling,” Vannoy said. 
“I like performance. I like 
poetry. I like being on stage 
because it frees me. I am 
generally shy but when I go 
on stage I come alive, like 
going on automatic pilot. 

T 
his issue of The Inkslinger is dedicated to our 
own authors who have enjoyed a really suc-
cessful year. They share their successes — 

some small, others huge — as they progress on their 
journeys of mastering the craft of writing. 

 We all hope this encourages you — beginners 
— who feel a bit overwhelmed when sitting at your 
blank screen and wondering how it all comes together. 
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High Desert Chapter of  

California Writers Club 

Board of Directors  

 
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2018. 

President 
Rebecca Kosko 

RKosko@icloud.com 

Vice President 
Shalechia Hunt 

shalechiar@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Elizabeth Pye 

lizpye@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 

jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 

lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 

Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 

LoralieKay7@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

Remember we now offer PayPal as a pay-
ment method for dues and purchases. 

Continued from Page 1 

… Performance Poetry on January 13, 2018 

Chris Vannoy, from San Diego, has been writing for most of 
his life.  Promoter, editor, teacher, and tireless advocate of 
words both heard and spoken. He works endlessly to raise 
up words from page to ear and from mouth to the air.  He is 
the originator of the Poet’s Tree featured and open reading 
series, as well as editor of the Poet’s Tree Press. 

 

Chris has been published in Ghosts of the Beatnik Poets, 
City Works, The Writing Center, Tokes anthologies, Visions, 
and Step Jazz magazines.  He has participated in San Die-
go’s Quincy Troupe’s “Artist’s on the Cutting Edge” series, 
Lollapalooza Spoken Word Tent, Border Voices Poetry in 
the Park, Tearing the Curtain 3, and a poetry exchange be-
tween San Diego and Orange County.   He was one of 
twenty-five San Diego Poets featured in the Exploded Views 

CD and two CDs from San 
Diego-based group Worm-
hole. 

 

In 1998, Vannoy was pub-
lished in the Poetry Calen-
dar and JOE’S JOURNAL 
Best of the Beach.  In 
2000, he read at Mills Col-
lege in Oakland, and at 
The West Coast Regional 
slam at Henry Miller Li-
brary in Big Sur, California.   

 

By 2005, he was on the 
first San Diego slam team 
to go to the Slam Nationals 
in Seattle.  He has been 
on stage with performance 
poetry troupe “The Mightier 
P.E.N.S,” and hosted sev-

eral open-mic programs.  He is also curator for “Bedder” 
poetry reading series and the International Beat Poetry Fes-
tival in San Diego.  

 

His recent books published by Baxter Daniels Ink Press are: 
A Strange Summer (2014) where much of his performance 
poetry is compiled and The Rest of It recently released this 
year.  

A younger Vannoy 

Photo Credit:  K.B. Gressitt 

“If your ship doesn’t come in, swim out to meet it!”  
—     Jonathan Winters  
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Managing YourWriting Career 
by Rusty LaGrange 

Continued on Page 9 

A simple tool that took away a tethered cord and 
turned it into an invisible umbilical to your cell 
phone, is now the reason why thousands of users 
are addicted to their devices. 

Are you addicted to your smart phone?  

Sure, it’s a de-
vice we can all 
use and enjoy 
in so many 
ways, but have 
we neglected to 
see it as a 
crutch to avoid-
ing personal 
relationships, 
an encyclope-
dia at our fingertips with a shady knowledge base, 
an arcade game on steroids available at 3 a.m.? 

Many of these uses have come in to play as a de-
signer-status toy as well. How much would you 
pay to get the best signal, the most storage, and 
the fastest digital camera lens?  

Now that you’re wondering take this online quiz at 
All The Tests and see if you have fallen into the 
evil clutches of cyber space. 

 

http://www.allthetests.com/quiz30/
quiz/1385722831/Smartphone-addiction-quiz 

Are You  Addicted  

to Your Smart Phone ? 

So many tools flooding the writing industry, taking 
our time to learn them, and then trying to apply 
them, can really be frustrating. We hear that manag-
ing your time is an industry in itself. I’ve purchased 
several of these software programs, but found them 
to be a bit more complex than I first thought. Eventu-
ally, I just go back to what I’m comfortable with. I’m 
sure you are nodding your head in agreement. 

 

Here’s a simple tracking tool to help keep your focus 
on word output. It can be for your own use, a way to 
monitor others, or even track a wordcount for a cli-
ent. You build it and there’s visual history to read 
and reread. 

 

Open a Word document and click on the tab 
“insert” for the pull-down menu. Select “insert table.” 
Make it five columns and 30 rows. (Different com-
puters may have slightly different instructions for 
inserting tables. Do whatever works for yours or ask 
for help.) 

 

In this example, I chose a short table and began 
filling in the data. This simple table is something 
you’ll need to fill in manually. Yes, I’m sure there are 
others on the market. This is free. Click inside each 
box across the top with these titles: 

• Give the first column the title, “date” 

• Give the second column the title, “feelings” 

• Give the third column the title, “words” 

• Give the fourth column the title, “cumulative” 

• Give the fifth column the title “remaining” 

Here is the only tricky bit. You need to calculate 
the total number of words your project will require. If 
this project is a book, let’s say that’s 70,000 words. 
Put that goal in the header with the word 
“remaining.” I even changed my top line with a dif-
ferent font to jazz it up a bit, but that’s the way I roll. 

 

OK, you are now the proud owner of a tracking 
record. Fill it in every day, tracking the date (column 
1) how many words you wrote (column 3) and your 
feelings about that writing (column 2). When you’ve 

finished that, calculate the cumulative number of 
words you’ve written to date (just add today’s 
total to the cumulative number in yesterday’s col-
umn 4). And, finally, wrap up your tracking by 
subtracting the new cumulative total from the 
number at the top of column five. Then you know 
exactly how much more work you have left to 
complete.  
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Our Success Stories 
2017 2017 

Do I hear a clarion of bugles? Have the skies filled with balloons on 
behalf of your latest accomplishment? No? Then you’ve come to the 
right place. Here we are celebrating our latest victories — no matter 
how small or however you achieved them — sharing them is part of 
the victorious stepping stones to your exciting writing career. 

Barbra Badger  
My book was self-published in Dec. of 2016, therefore it 
was January before I did any signings. I did two in one 
day here in my little town. One at the local coffee shop 
where I did a lot of the writing of it and later the same 
day a signing at the used book store.  

Several months went by, but I did two more sales/
signings at Native American gatherings. My book is 
about a Native girl/woman so it seemed like a good 
place to sell. I have a dozen or so requests for "more"! 
I'm working on it. 

I also got a short essay printed in California Writers 
Review an on-line magazine.  

All in all, I sold about 100 books throughout the year. 
Most to friends and relatives but hey! It was a good 
year. 

My next book is a brief memoir of my teaching years 
when I taught severe and profound students. 

There are about three other projects I have in the 
works and some on paper. 

My gratitude to HDCWC for all the help, inspiration, 
knowledge, camaraderie, and fun in the learning. 

 

Madeline Gornell 
I don't have anything ex-
cept my new book pub-
lished in August which I think you've already promot-
ed (In the Inkslinger), but I can't remember? -- sigh. 
It's Rhodes The Movie-Maker,   

 

Roberta Smith 
2017 is a year I will always remember. Mike Raff and I, op-
erating as Nevermore Enterprises, shared a booth and 
sold books at Midsummer Scream, a two-day event held 
the last weekend in July at the Long Beach Convention 
Center. With thousands of horror enthusiasts in attendance it was a 
remarkable experience. Literary-wise, my most amazing accomplishment was 
winning the Grand Prize after entering the Hollywood Book Festival contest. I later 
found out that I had beat out more than a thousand book submissions spread be-
tween fifteen categories to take the top award. After attending a banquet honoring the 
winners, my husband fell and broke his leg. That led to a medical odyssey that tested 
all my strength. I think I am a stronger person because of the experience and am so 
grateful to say my husband gets better with each passing day. 
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Graphically  
Speaking … 

 

Continued on Page 6 

by Mary DeSantis 

PART 1 

Summary of a  
Screenplay 

“[A screenplay is] the story of 
a character who is emotionally engaging and who, at 
the beginning of the screenplay, is confronted with a 
problem which creates an inescapable need to reach 
a specific goal. The attempt to do so inevitably gen-
erates almost overwhelming obstacles which are fi-
nally overcome by the transformation and growth of 
that character.” 

—Break Into Screenwriting, by Ray Frensham 

The Hook 

Your story should start with a hook that intrigues 
your reader/audience and pulls them into the story. 
The hook should be unique and powerful. The hook 
must capture your audience’s attention and force 
them to watch to find out what happens next. It de-
mands an explanation and a resolution. Hook devic-
es: 

• Ordinary people doing unordinary things 

• Unordinary people doing ordinary things 

• Pose some question 

• The promise of more to come  

Character Drives the Plot 

The main character/characters should be intro-
duced right away. Make the audience care what hap-
pens to them, and curious about what they’ll do. If 
your audience is not invested emotionally in the main 
character, your story will be a flop. 

“Your primary goal as a screenwriter is to elicit 
an emotional response in your audience.” 

—Michael Hauge (screenwriting teacher) 

Analysis of Story 
for Screenwriters 

— a four-part series — 

Our Success Stories — continues 

Janis Brams 
 This year, the work I’ve done to further 
my writing life has lead me down trails I’ve never 
explored before and has brought me to special 
places. I was excited to have two personal es-
says, Hilda: A Survivor’s Story and Reflections 
on a Lionhearted Friend, accepted for publica-
tion in the HDCW’s Anthology, Tales Between 
the Sand and Stars.  

 Not long after, a piece dear to my heart, 
The Event: Two Perspectives, was accepted by 
the Penmen Review, an online creative writing 
journal (penmenreview.com/event-two-
perspectives). It appeared as a featured essay in 
the September issue and elicited a number of 
thoughtful responses. I had never been pub-

lished in an 
online jour-
nal before 
and found 
the experi-
ence to be 
incredibly 
inspiring.  

After The 
Event: Two 
Perspec-
tives was 
published, I 

was invited to write a guest blog post for Jenna 
Avery, a screenwriter, writing coach and founder 
of online writers’ circle Called to Write. That 
post, On Publishing Personal Essays with Janis 
Brams, appeared this December as part of Jen-
na’s Author Insights series (https://
calledtowrite.com/author-insights-on-publishing-
personal-essays-with-janis-brams).  

 Finally, I’ve had the pleasure of facilitat-
ing our HDCW’s Wise Women Writers’ Work-
shop. The participants in this group are all 90-
plus, a requirement established by the current 
workshop members, and the time I spend with 
them is their gift to me. I love reading their sto-
ries, both their slices of life and their fiction. I’m 
thankful for all the people I’ve met who also pos-
sess this passion to write and for the opportuni-
ties I’ve had in 2017 to share what I’ve written 
with others. 
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Part 2 begins in next issue 

 Continued from page 5 

“Drama is when the audience cries.” 

[as opposed to the actors doing the crying] 

—Frank Capra (director) 

It is the main character’s motivation which drives 
the plot, NOT the action, or the conflict, or the ex-
citement of the journey. Audiences always want to 
know why a character does what he does. We 
want to know the reason behind the actions. Out-
er Motivation is defined by action. It must be 
clear, evident, and visual. Inner Motivation is in-
visible, determines the character’s growth, and is 
revealed through dialog and subtext. 

The main character’s struggle provides the dra-
matic action for the plot. ‘Character’ deepens, 
enriches, influences, complicates, and alters the 
main storyline. Character engages the audience 
and drives the plot. A movie is not just a story 
about a jewel heist, or an historical event brought 
to life, or a great chase. Rather, it is the story of 
how the characters affect, or are affected by, the 
plot. The real story is how the characters interact 
with the events that occur, how they grow, and 
what they learn about themselves. 

 

Conflict 

Conflict is the essence of drama.  

A dramatic conflict must arise in the first ten 
pages of your script. It must be something that the 
main character is forced to deal with. This pushes 
the action and forces the main character to seek a 
solution or answer. The dramatic conflict results in 
an inciting incident, which sets the character on 
his/her journey toward resolution of said conflict. 
The inciting incident usually occurs in the first 10-
15 pages. The main character is reluctant to be 
rooted out of his/her life, and thus must be forced. 

Obviously, the more extreme the dramatic conflict, 
the higher the stakes, the more powerful the oppo-
nent, the more forceful the inciting incident, and the 
more desperately the main character struggles 
against taking action; the more exciting and capti-
vating your story will be for the audience.  

The sooner you introduce conflict into your story, 
the stronger your story will become. Conflict can be 
external or internal, emotional or physical. It is im-
portant that each conflict or obstacle be greater 
than the one before it. Each time, the stakes must 
be raised higher, with more at risk each time, to re-
quire more effort and character growth to overcome 
them. Each obstacle should be different from the 
previous one (e.g. physical, emotional, psychologi-
cal, etc.). In order to maximize the dramatic effect of 
each conflict, you need to have a setback after the 
climax. There should be at least three major set-
backs during the course of a feature film. They pro-
vide emotional intensity…a roller-coaster ride. Each 
setback should be worse than the one before it. 

 

The steps that the character must take to resolve 
the dramatic conflict have been likened unto a jour-
ney. Joseph Campbell called it ‘The Hero’s Jour-
ney’. The hero must go through several stages 
along this journey, whether an actual, physical jour-
ney or an internal one. You must not make this jour-
ney easy for the hero. The more difficult the chal-
lenge, the more deadly the opponent, and the 
tougher the obstacles; the more the main character 
is forced to continue on his/her journey, make diffi-
cult decisions, alter his/her goals, and grow/mature 
because of the struggles. 

 

“Push your hero to the limit.” 

—Ray Frensham 

Michael Raff    
This last year, Michael Raff helped organize HDCWC's Spring Book Festival, which sold over 
60 copies of our members’ books. He was also on the Steering Committee for the branch’s 
fourth anthology, Tales Between the Sand and Stars. His story "Samaritans," tied for first place 
in the anthology’s competition. He sold his story "Gargoyles" to the online magazine Inner 
Sins, which qualified him to join the Horror Writers Association, a prestigious national organiza-
tion. He has been selling his books at the HD Art and Literary Festival, The Midsummer 
Scream Fest, the Victorville Fall Festival, and the Desert Rocks Film and Music Event. He re-
wrote and republished his first book, Special, a romantic memoir, polishing the narrative, add-
ing photos and a new cover. Even though he is still a young man, as of March, Mike became a 
great-grandfather to the extremely radiant and intelligent Emma, who most likely will be a fu-

ture Nobel Prize winner for literature.  mprseven@aol.com 

Our Success Stories — continues 
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COOL TOOLS 

Mary Langer Thompson 
The best event of the year for Mary Langer 
Thompson was the High Desert Arts and Lit-
erary Festival. Not only did my children's 
book, How the Blue-Tongued Skink got his 
Blue Tongue sell well, but I received calls af-
terward for those interested in the book. The 
best call was from the Redlands County Mu-

seum. They 
have a real-
live skink 
named 
George who 
is popular 
with children, 
and they 
wanted them 
to be able to 
buy my book 
in the muse-
um store. I 
met George 

recently when placing my books 
there.   

By Diane Neil 

From the 
Heart  

 The older we get, the more friends we lose. 
Every year when we send out Christmas cards, the 
list gets shorter. We lost one friend this year whose 
loss was especially painful to us.  Old Dell was actu-
ally living with us and had been for several years. 
He’d been ailing for months, and we kept taking him 
to Dr. Geek for infusions and nostrums.  Finally, we 
were told we’d have to take drastic measures to 
keep him alive. So we opted to have the recom-
mended surgery. We actually had to sign a waiver to 
permit the operation. 

 When we went back to pick him up, we were 
given dire news: Old Dell did not survive the proce-
dure and was totally brain dead. So we brought him 
home to die. We pulled all his plugs and wires and 
put his poor carcass in the hallway to haul to the 
computer graveyard. 

 In the meantime, we took the carcasses of 
other old friends out of the dank recesses of the 
shed where they’d been stored. In all, we had three 
modems, one 40-year-old computer, and all their 
plugs, connections, and wiring. Quite a pile. The 
hardest thing was digging out their brains and 
smashing them with a hammer. 

 We took the body parts to HazMat, signed a 
release, and remained in our car while gloved and 
suited attendants removed the carcasses. As we 
drove away, we could almost hear a creaking, grind-
ing moan. I thought I saw a faint red reset light flicker 
in my rearview mirror. 

Cool Tools returns this 
year with ideas from our 
writers, new apps availa-
ble for laptop and home 
desktop uses, and a cruise 
around the Internet for 
free stuff that any writer 
might wish to try. 

None of these Cool Tools 
will be endorsed or sup-
ported by HDCWC mem-
bers. Just sharing info. 

Our Success Stories — continues 

Marilyn King  
2017 has been a great year for 
my writing life. I finished the 
last book for the Winds of Love 
series, The Winds of Redemp-
tion, and also published my first 
children’s book based on a true 
story, Tony Finds A Home. 
Southern Writer’s Magazine 
invited me to the Magnolia Cor-
ner to share author comments 
in October, and in November I 

shared my point of 
view as an inspira-
tional writer along 
with four other au-
thors in the Social 
Christian Voice. This 
piece was written by 
our own Mary Langer 
Thompson. All in all I 
feel 2017 was very 
productive. 
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 by fumi-tome ohta 

 Norton was a kitty who loved his humans and 
showed his love and affection by thanking them in the 
only way he knew how…by meowing. 

 His humans found his meowing annoying so 
they had his voicebox removed.  From that point Nor-
ton was not the same kitty.  There was now some-
thing different about him. He looked the same but his 
spirit was gone.  Then, a few weeks later his humans 
moved everything out of the house, pitched the kitty 
out the door then drove away.  Norton watched them 
drive away.   

  He waited for them to come back.  

  They never did. 

 He had no food, no water, and now he had no 
home; he was now homeless and living on the street.  
New people moved into 
the house but rather 
than to welcome him in, 
they would chase him 
away. Life on the street 
was tough. Sometimes 
he found food but many 
times he did not. And 
because food was 
scarce, the feral cats of 
the neighborhood fought 
him for any food he 
found. When he met a 
cat that challenged him, 
their eyes would lock 
and their tails would 
swish in agitation. Since 
he could not growl this 
put him at a disad-
vantage, so like a prizefighter, he struck out with the 
lightning speed of his paws.  Pfft!  Pfft!  Sometimes 
this worked, oftentimes it didn’t.  When it didn’t, he 
took a beating. Norton wore the scars of his battles 
on his face, ears and body.  His latest fight tore an 
open wound to the top of his head that oozed with 
infection making his head throb with pain.  

   One day, he chanced upon the smell of food. He 
saw something in the distance that he’d met many 
times before, an animal trap! Yet something told him 
that the sense of danger he was feeling would be dif-
ferent.  When he walked into the trap, the door 
slammed shut!  He thrashed about until exhaustion 
overtook him. He lowered his body then quietly drew 
his paws under and waited. When morning came a 
young woman appeared. Norton tried to hiss and 
growl to warn the woman away but only a funny gur-
gling sound came from his throat. Later, when the 

woman brought Norton home from the animal 
hospital, she released him into her enclosed patio 
to have him rest.   

She brought food. But he did not 
eat. 

She brought water. But he did not 
drink. 

 Each time, whenever she got close, Nor-
ton would run and hide. He had not eaten for sev-
eral days. "Kitty, you're going home tonight. 
Please, I want you to have something to eat be-
fore you go,” she pleaded. When she returned, 
the plate of food was licked clean. It was now time 
to let him go. She held the patio door ajar with a 
doorstop then watched from a short distance hop-
ing to see him charge out the open door but there 
was no charging and no kitty. The winds had died 
down by the time Norton appeared. As he was 
walking out, he saw the woman. They locked eyes 
and spoke without words. The woman's eyes 
seemed to say, ‘You take care, Kitty,' while his 
eyes said, ‘Thank you’. As they held their gaze, 

he blinked softly in grati-
tude.   

 Knowing he had to 
move on, he gathered his 
thoughts, then walked into 
the unforgiving darkness 
that had become his life's 
partner.    

 Weeks then months 
passed. It was now New 
Year's Eve. Norton came 
upon a house that looked 
strangely familiar. As he 
studied the house, a wom-
an stepped out into the 
evening air. In his travels, 
people would yell or throw 

things at him. He didn't want the same thing to-
night. With downcast eyes he turned to leave.   

The woman spoke into the shadows, 
"Kitty, is that you?" she asked as she ap-
proached and cautiously reached out to him. 
Through the softness of her touch and the kind-
ness in her voice, he knew. Because he wanted 
a home and someone special in his life, he never 
saw it until now; what he had been searching for 
was here all along.   

                        

 

Karen’s Success Story includes her passion for animal stories, 
poetry, and her Masters in Art Design. She says that from elemen-
tary school through higher education it was always art.  

NORTON 
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Continued from Page 3 

Continued on Page 10 

My Example 

 

 

 

Math is not my thing so I open the Office tool “Calculator” to tally the rows. It’s easy. 

Thanx to Daphne Gray-Grant at www.Publicationcoach.com for another great idea for those of us who like to 
manage our time or need to learn how. I admit I have several projects going at once, and while juggling those 
spinning plates, I tend to let one or two fall and shatter. By tallying my time and energy on a simple chart, I 
should be saving time from constantly cleaning up after myself. I’ll let you know how I do. Let me know how it 
works for you. Share any other tools that help get you to your goal. You can email me 
Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com And if you have any Cool Tools be sure to share those, too. 

DATE FEELINGS WORD output CUMULATIVE 70,000 REMAINING 

Dec 5 Excited 450 450 69550 

Dec 7 Research- 800 1250 68750 

          

          

          

          

          

 Taking that first step for new writers is scary. I have plenty of writerly friends who have accomplished 
different writing projects throughout their lives but haven’t published their own book until they took that timid 
step. 

 So, what makes writing down your thoughts any more frightening than submitting a term paper in 
school or a diary entry in your journal? 

 Personal accountability. You are exposing your soul to the public. It’s one of the toughest jobs you’ll 
ever choose to do. It’s you in the raw. It’s your insides exposed. It’s just plain scary. 

 The only way you can call yourself a writer is to do it, then share it. Lousy first attempts or not. You 
must write and have something to show for it. Closet writers must crack open the door. I recently spoke with 
a new member who had visited several writing clubs but had not been comfortable enough to feel wanted. 
He knew what he was looking for and avoided those with completive atmospheres or not as open to begin-
ning writers. “I feel like I’m home,” he said after enjoying our hospitality. He and I were beaming with under-
standing that is part of opening the closet door. 

 Just ask writing course trainers like Mike Foley, “Good to hear from you. I think you've got a wonder-
ful group in the High Desert. And you're right -- those first few timid steps are important. And if a person is 
willing to take them, it pays off in the end.” – Mike Foley. 
 Then … once that hurdle has been jumped, you are now open to the studies of style, genres, dia-
logue, scene and character development … a magnifying glass ready to burn a hole through your timidity. 

Should you invest in writing courses? 

http://www.Publicationcoach.com
mailto:Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com
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Continued from Page 9 

 Once you go public with your plans to become a writer, fresh air swooshes through your brain. You’re 
dizzy! You buy printed business cards declaring that you are a WRITER. 

 Congratulations! Welcome to the pack. 

  Then there is the OTHER phase – becoming an author. 

 You see, not every writer is an author. That’s my opinion. 

 I have written all of my life. Working toward a journalism degree got me closer to being published in 
newspapers and magazines. Joining a writing community got me closer to being printed in anthologies and 
ready to submit to online contests. Taking the steps to becoming a writer of quality prose and poetry placed 
me in a better position to share my knowledge and expand my writing expertise. Becoming a ghostwriter es-
tablished my abilities to publish for someone else. 

 Although the Internet has propelled the print industry to reconsider self-published authors as legiti-
mate, I don’t fully agree with the assessment. I believe that a writer becomes an author with a published book 
for sale to the masses. Whether published through a traditional publishing house with a contract, or self-
published by means of a printing provider, or having footed the bill entirely on your own with your personal 
publishing company, each of these methods should put the book into the public’s hands. Sell a few hundred 
titles. Now you’re an author. 

 Back to my question. Any writing course that helps you attain better understanding of your genre 
(check), pushes you out of your comfort zone to become a richer writer (check), and courses that help you 
define a better way to break down writing barriers (check) – these are the stepping blocks to becoming a po-
tential author. 

~~  Rusty LaGrange 

Author Speaks Out Thru Her Recent Book  

Chronicles of an Occupational Prostitute 
Editor’s Note —  Since the sudden rush of complaints and lawsuits exposing behind-the-scenes sexual attacks in Holly-
wood and beyond, author Robin Gigoux, who had a display ad in our state-wide Bulletin, wished to get the word out 
through emails and other networks that the workforce is riddled with female employees that must dare to step from be-
hind their desks and bring their accusations to light. 

     A relevant elephant is missing from today’s media attention to sexual abuse victims on the job: the millions 
of underserved and virtually invisible individuals who work for small businesses, with fewer than 100 employ-
ees and shallow pockets. Most of these victimized employees have no recourse but to like it or leave. Attor-
neys shun their cases because there are insufficient assets to make it worth their while.  Consulting the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission has its shortcomings.  

     Following my sexual assault on the job among other abuses, it took me years to publish Chronicles of an 
Occupational Prostitute, a Workplace Survival Story — to cast off my psychological shackles and possibly 
help others. 

     The story, written and published before the Weinstein fallout, reveals why my protagonist remained on the 
job, how it affected her, and what she did to achieve just resolution; and, in the process, illustrates the legal 
risk employers take when they create or condone a hostile work environment*; the health risks employees 
assume when they endure; and the flawed but no-cost opportunities for resolution via the EEOC, state Fair 
Employment agencies, and the Workers Compensation Appeals Board. 

     Certain legislative changes were made long ago to improve the process, but much more needs to be 
done.  Please do what you can and encourage others. 

 Robin Gigoux aka Peechi Keane 

P.O. Box 5142, Walnut Creek, CA 94596-2046 

 robin.gigoux@yahoo.com 

Member, California Writers Club, Mt. Diablo Branch 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories  

  by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

2015 Anthology — 53 Top-
Notch entries from our Branch’s 

best authors.  

Makes Great Gifts! 

 

Readers’ Round Up news & reminders 
 

Advertising Works!  

LITERARY REVIEW DISPLAY ADS 

See ad rates at www.calwriters.org 

Be sure to use our 
club’s copyright 
symbol each time 
you advertise, 
share on Social 
Media and work 
with printed mate-
rials for your writ-
ing business. 

It’s important that 
we protect our 
good name and 
years of creative 
authorship. 

Our 2017 Anthology, Tales Between the Sand 
and Stars, now available online and through-
out the year wherever HDCWC members 
meet.  Copy & paste the direct link below. 

https://www.amazon.com/Between-Desert-
Branch-California-Writers/dp/1977532756/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515084995&sr=8-
1&keywords=Tales+Between+the+Sand+and
+stars 

$12.99 get your copy now 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.  

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
document found stashed away in a box of 
mementos, recounts the downhome early 
years of a famous California boy and his 
pal. They find life full of serious & frivo-
lous days of summer in early Oakland. 

First Printing now available for only $13.35 at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 

 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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Notes From the Editor --- 
  Ahh … a new year. Time to make a few changes in the format, the  con-
tent, and the graphic layout. It was a nice mental break to have Mary De-
Santis take the reins for awhile, but as usual, I didn’t complete the tasks I 
wanted to during December. Isn’t that the way it always goes?  

  This year we’ll focus on more helpful guides and technical aspects of 
writing. Don’t worry that those creative entries won’t fill the pages, too. 
Photos, poetry, and graphics are always welcome with each of your arti-
cles and stories. I may have many email addresses to choose from but 
just stick with this one, please: Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

 Submitting to The Inkslinger is easy. Use Arial font, 11pt. with sin-
gle spacing, please. Articles and stories between 300 to 700 words are 
accepted from current members. If you have a Cool Tool to share, please 
do. And let us know how well it worked for you. 

February’s deadline: Jan. 23.   March’s deadline: Feb. 23 

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2018 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com The Inkslinger newsletter 

Editor 

News You Can Use 

OUR OWN YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
-- Here's the link to the channel  https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UC28XLtEK5oBNq5gW2Zy1ssg 

Submittorious Award --  
Each January I look back in the past 
year’s issues of The Inkslinger and select 
from my minions, one deserving, hard-
working, and prolific writer who has 
made my life easier when it comes to 
producing this newsletter — now begin-
ning my 8th year, I believe. 

I’ve selected Mary DeSantis to choose 
her award: cash or a free year of CWC 
dues. 

Says Mary: 
YAY!!!! Thank you! Wow, I'm thrilled.  

 I think I'll take the cash!  

 Thanks again. 

 

Happy New Year to you, too,  Mary DeSan-
tis. 

This December party for a change of pace, Re-
becca organized two “get-to-know-your-members
-better” games. One matched song lyric’s lines 
with others who may have had a match. Then we 
had to sing our selections. Too funny. 

The second was a writing exercise prompted by 
five holiday objects sitting on our tables. Those 
selections were then read aloud — only after suf-
fering through a series of grumblings, whinings, 
and laughter. 

In a few days I’ll have them transcribed for all to 
read on our HDCWC website. Roberta will be 
asked to post them so we can enjoy quirky, cute, 
and honest submissions written “off the cuff.” 

Impromptu Holiday Party 


