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Guest  
Speaker 

Writing What You Don’t Know. What? 

T 
his second issue of The Inkslinger is dedicated 
to more of our own authors who have enjoyed a 
really successful year. They share their suc-

cesses — some small, others huge — as they pro-
gress on their journeys of mastering the craft of writ-
ing, publishing, and marketing. 

 We all hope this encourages you — beginners 
— who feel a bit overwhelmed when sitting at your 
blank screen and wondering how it all comes together. 

Christian Hoag  

In this life, acclaimed author and creative writing instructor Christina Hoag,  is a former 
journalist for the Miami Herald and Associated Press her extraordinary work-related ex-
periences prepped her creative juices. 

Her noir crime novel, “Skin of Tattoos,” was a finalist for the 2017 Silver Falchion Award 

     As a former journalist, Christina 
Hoag was threatened by a killer's 
girlfriend, had her laptop searched 
by Colombian guerrillas and phone 
tapped in Venezuela, was suspect-
ed of drug trafficking in Guy-
ana, hid under a car to evade Gua-
temalan soldiers, and posed as a 
nun to get inside a Caracas jail. 
She has interviewed gang mem-
bers, bank robbers, thieves and 
thugs in prisons, shantytowns and 
slums, not to forget billionaires and 
presidents, some of whom fall into 
the previous categories.  She now 
writes about such characters in her 
fiction.  
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High Desert Chapter of  

California Writers Club 

Board of Directors  

 
The following officers and appointed posi-
tions are current to the fiscal year of July 
2018. 

President 
Rebecca Kosko 

RKosko@icloud.com 

Vice President 
Shalechia Hunt 

shalechiar@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Elizabeth Pye 

lizpye@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta 

jennymargotta@mail.com 

Member-at-Large 
Linda Boruff 

lindajeanboruff@msm.com 

Advertising & PR 
Bob Isbill 

Risbill@aol.com 

Membership 
Lorelei Kay 

LoralieKay7@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Rusty LaGrange 

Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

 

Remember we now offer PayPal as a pay-
ment method for dues and purchases. 

Continued from Page 1 

for suspense, while her 
thriller, “Girl on the Brink,” 
was named to Sus-
pense Magazine’s 
Best of 2016 YA list. 
She also writes non-
fiction and co-
authored a ground-
breaking book on 
violence intervention 
that is used in sever-
al universities. 

Attendees will be 
able to personally 
meet Hoag who also 
will be available to 
sign books during 
the meeting. 

Cherie Kephart has been scheduled for our March 
meeting on the 10th. 

She’s known as an author, poet, 
and editor who writes about heal-
ing, health, wellness, spirituality, 
and being undiagnosed.   

OUR NEXT GUEST SPEAKER FOR MARCH 
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      Everyone LOVED him! Great response, he 
sold many books, good Q&A after, and many 

people asking for 
pictures with him. 
 
R. Kosko 

Lively Q & A After Performance Poet 

Chris Vannoy is a 
renown poet and 
leader in the per-
formance poetry 
genre in the San 
Diego area. He 
leads poetry 
training and 
groups, street 
performances, 
and is active in 
the college poetry 
world. 

He was our guest 
speaker January 
13th. 

What You Missed 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 4 

 

Continued on Page 7 

Our Success Stories 
2017 2017 

Do I hear a clarion of bugles? Have the skies filled with balloons on 
behalf of your latest accomplishment? No? Then you’ve come to the 
right place. Here we are celebrating our latest victories — no matter 
how small or however you achieved them — sharing them is part of 
the victorious stepping stones to your exciting writing career. 

I’m elated to share a few of the highlights from 2017—a year of blessings and 
long-time writing projects come to fruition. It started with obtaining my fantastic 
editor, Cyle Young from Hartline Literary Agency in April. In May I received three 
awards at the Blue Ridge Mountains Christian Writers Conference. My YA Super-
natural novel won second place in the unpublished category, a devotional study 
journal I co-authored with HDCWC member, Patty Schell, won third place, and my 
blog won an honorary mention. 

In June I became the editor of SoCal Christian Voice, an online news magazine 
and a division of One Christian Voice, LLC with over nineteen other divisions 
across the U.S.  I was contacted by The SoCal Christian Writers’ Conference (this 
year June 21-23 at Biola University) to be on faculty and represent SoCal Chris-
tian Voice. 

Beckie Lindsey 

2017 has been a great year of poetry for me since my poetry has 
been published in several anthologies as well as magazines.   

My most fun accomplishment was taking home Judges’ Choices 
and Best of Show ribbons at the San Bernardino County Fair. My 
most satisfying accomplishment was having one poem, taken 
word for word from From Mormon to Mermaid, published in the 

Alta Dena Anthology.  And 
a surprise was having one 
of my poems accepted for 
a gallery in England where 
they wanted to hang a copy of my po-
em, along with a picture, in their exhibi-
tion. Too bad I couldn’t make it to Lon-
don to submit and enjoy the exhibit!  

Lorelei Kay  
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Graphically  
Speaking … 

 

Continued on Page 7 

by Mary DeSantis 

Analysis of Story 
for Screenwriters 

— a four-part series — 

By Diane Neil 

From the 
Heart  

PART 2 

Theme  

and Dénouement 

The ultimate goal of your story is NOT the 
outward destination/goal that the hero sets 
out to reach in response to the initial ‘push 
out the door’. The ultimate goal—which gives 
the audience the most satisfaction—is actu-
ally the vital lesson or insight that the hero 
gains about herself as a result of the strug-
gles and choices she has to make along the 
way. Whether or not the hero’s outward, or 
physical, destination is reached; the point of 
the journey was always to teach the hero 
something life-changing about herself.  

Your main character has a deep-seated, psycho-
logical need / underlying goal that she may not 
even be aware of. She pursues an outward goal; 
one that has the appearance of bringing her the ful-
fillment that she thinks she needs. Her actions and 
her dialog reveal immediately to the audience what it 
is that she really lacks and should be pursuing, yet 
the main character is blinded by her outward ambi-
tion and cannot see what is really causing her trou-
bles. When she finally realizes the truth, the audi-
ence experiences a deep sense of fulfillment and a 
validation of life. 

It doesn’t even matter what the hero chooses 
to do with that life-changing information. She 
could choose to ignore the lesson learned 
and go back to her previous (flawed) exist-
ence, or she could decide to embrace the 
lesson and make major, positive changes in 
her life—but what she does with the lesson is 
not important. No matter whether the protag-
onist chooses to change for better or worse, 
the audience needs to see how the character 
responds to crises, and they need to see that 
the main character is finally made aware of 

MOVIE REVIEW : The Post 

 
 
    On a recent Friday afternoon, my husband and I pulled 
into the driveway of the Apple Valley Digiplex, surprised to 
find the usually nearly empty parking lot packed.  We had 
to park far from the theater and make our way inside 
through crowds of young adults, most of them with chil-
dren.  It was the opening weekend of several cartoons 
and kid movies.  When we reached the ticket seller, we 
asked if there were still seats available for 'The Post.' 
 
     "Oh yes," the young woman giggled.  "I've only sold 
four tickets for that movie."   

     We bought our tickets and found our favorite seats, 
mystified that so few people wanted to see the film that 
we had put at the top of our 'must see' list.  Shortly before 
the movie began, one other elderly couple arrived and sat 
nearby. 
 
    Let me tell you that the movie was wonderful, even bet-
ter than we had anticipated.  You could have heard a pin 
drop.  Except for one scene near the end when everyone 
clapped and cheered. 
 
    The film stars Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks, mature 
actors at the top of their game.  But even the minor char-
acters gave sterling performances.  Without giving away 
too much, I will tell you that the movie is a true story, torn 
from the pages of the tumultuous time in the 1960's when 
inquiring reporters were learning that our government was 
lying to us and sending our finest young men to be 
slaughtered in what our leaders knew was an unwinnable 
war. 
 
    Streep, as Katherine Graham, the owner of the Wash-
ington Post, and Hanks as her publisher Ben Bradley, 
struggle whether to publish the stolen 'Pentagon Papers' 
as they came to be known, or to play it safe, ignore the 
story and stay out of trouble and probable long prison 
terms. 
 
    Without special effects or all the hoopla of most movies 
today, this simple, honest movie is a must-see for all 
thinking people, especially writers.  If we don't learn from 
the mistakes of the past, we are doomed to repeat them. 

Writer Alert! The TV show Murder, She Wrote is 
running again on WGN –Chicago, if you have cable 
or satellite. Check your local listings for details. 
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Our Success Stories — continues 

Sheryl Lynne Thomas-Perkins 
The High Desert Arts and Literary Festival (HDALF) was a great op-
portunity for me to simultaneously serve two clubs where I am a 
member. My work as the publicity chair for the American Associa-
tion of University Women resulted in more publicity 
and the most varied marketing for the AAUW's annu-
al festival than ever, and the AAUW raised more 
money for scholarships than ever, at least partly due 
to the robust publicity and marketing.  And, as you 
may know, the HDALF was the most successful event 
for the HDCWC in terms of book sales for our mem-
bers in 2017. 

It was a great personal accomplishment to be able to 
assist both of these organizations, especially since I 
was also able to sponsor the HDALF along with my 
husband; and, my parents were also sponsors of the 
event. 

Pictured: Sponsors of the first High Desert Arts 
and Literary Festival, Victorville residents Mr. 
and Mrs. Hosie and Barbara Morrow Thomas, 
and HDCWC member Sheryl Lynne and her husband Dudley 
Perkins, enjoy the sponsors reception and preview at the 
Victor Valley Museum.   

Teaming up with a writer friend for a “write-in” (writing sessions) in 2017 proved to be 

productive. Last spring, Barbara Parish and I met each Wednesday to 

write. The outcome? We published our books by the summer. I pub-

lished my first of a seasonal cookbook series - Simple Summer Reci-

pes & Foodie Storytime, Kitchen Southern Hospitality,  in June. Sever-

al books sold throughout the summer, beginning with pre-order sales 

at our HDCWC Spring Book Fair at Jess Ranch Church. 

Last year, I also began a new journey of writing a historical fiction se-

ries based on a true family story that begins with the Civil War era. 

During my quest of ancestry research, I “met” (online) a distant cousin 

whose great-grandmother was the oldest sister of my great-great 

grandmother. Although I have extensive family history in Texas, the 

newfound cousin has invited me to Louisiana to see what’s left of our 

ancestor’s plantation – the setting of my first novel. 

Angie Horn 
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 Continued from page 5 

the real issue facing her. The protagonist 
may choose not to act upon this revelation, 
thus perpetuating her problems after the 
movie ends, but her decision is incidental to 
the fact that she has gained a tremendous 
insight as a result of her actions and deci-
sions throughout the movie.  

The audience craves that moment of self-
realization, or dénouement, that all good 
stories contain. This fulfills a deep need in 
both the main character AND the audience. 
It is a life-affirming moment; a moment of 
truth. Thus it is vital to know, before you 
start writing, what major understanding or 
truth your main character needs in order to 
complete his/her life. This will be the theme 
of your story. 

 

Series of ‘Battles’ Leading to            
a Climax 

The character’s internal need is met after a series 
of escalating battles (not necessarily physical 
ones) and a plunge into deep despair, also known 
as a ‘dark night of the soul’. After each conflict, 
the protagonist (i.e. main character) is forced to 
make decisions which force the story to make twists 
and turns (often in new directions) in pursuit of a 
resolution, leading him/her to an ultimate show-
down, or climax. Decisions made by the protago-
nist under pressure teach us his/her true character. 

 

Resolution 

The resolution of your main storyline and all sub-
plots must follow immediately after the last battle, 
the climax, and the dénouement. Every incident or 
character development throughout the screenplay 
must point the story forward to this final climax. If 
you can establish a strong visual image in the first 
half of Act I that will be repeated/echoed near the 
end of the movie, it subconsciously indicates to the 
audience that a wrap-up is near. 

The resolution must: 

• resolve the problem 

• resolve relationships 

• answer all questions 

• tie up all loose ends 

• show how the characters have changed 

• show what has been achieved (or what has 

been destroyed, if a tragedy) 

• should impart a sense of ‘after life’ that con-

tinues after the audience leaves the theater, 

as though the characters are real and have 

plans for the future 

• should leave a lasting impression in your au-

dience 

• should integrate the theme of your story 

• should unify and make sense of the whole 

film 

 

“The first and last five minutes of a movie are 
crucial.” 

—Stephen Spielberg (director) 

 

The Most Important Thing 

I never say never when it comes to screenwriting 
rules. You need to “own” your writing; be unique; use 
the structure as a guide, and bend it to suit your own 
style and voice as a writer. The most important thing 
is to write a good story. Without a good story, no 
amount of structure in the world will help. 

In July, I signed a contract to have my YA book 
Beauties from Ashes: Secrets published by Elk 
Lake Publishing. In November, I signed another 
contract with Elk Lake to publish the entire 
Beauties from Ashes trilogy! 

I also won third place in the poetry section of the 
HDCWC Anthology for my poem The Girl with 
Hazel Eyes. 

The most exciting news is my first YA novel in 
the Beauties from Ashes trilogy, Secrets is go-
ing to be published THIS FEBRUARY! I’ll keep 
you posted on the exact date and how to order. 

Our Success Stories — Beckie Lindsey 
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Barbara A. Parish 

Watercolor Landscape Artist/Teacher/
Author 

 
Watercolor ~ Value to Color Parallel, See the Value and Match the 
Color.  

This is the second book published in a series of five watercolor instruction books.  

 

   The goal: to give the beginner 
painter a look into how to get started painting in the watercolor medium.  Each color illustration 
has instruction to help start the painting process.  

Other Books: 

Watercolor ~ Meet The Brushes, Create The Stroke and Control The Flow 

Watercolor ~ Value to Color Parallel, See The Value and Match The Color 

 

These books are available through Amazon.com, and my website  

www.barbaraparish.weebly.com/books 

Author’s Accolades 

If you’re thinking of hosting a salon this spring, be sure to contact Lorelei Kay, our salon coordina-
tor, so she can help you promote it and let The Inkslinger advertise it for you.   

Contact her at loreleikay7@gmail.com 
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Our Success Stories — continues 

It is true that small is beautiful. It is often the little gems of our 
efforts that have the longest shelf life. 
 
In the midst of our move to forest of Crestline, where writing is a 
daily quiet joy, I managed to pump out an essay for a book titled 
"When It Was Saigon, An Anthology of the Vietnam Era, by 
Chuck Dean a nationally known writer of the Vietnam War. My 
essay is titled, "A Funeral For A Memory." It afforded me a long 
awaited purging of an intrusive memory from my time in the Ma-
rine Corps in Vietnam- 50 years ago. So, I would characterize a 
purging and a clearing as an item for the success column. 
 
I have also maintained a modest following of readers of my blog, 
Veteran Veritas at the DesertNewsPost.com---mostly a product 
of Facebook network. The continuity of this blog, that began in 2005 for the Tucson Citizen, 
modest as it may be, remains good for the soul and keeps me out of trouble. Some do cross-
word puzzles, others blog! 

Michael Brewer 

Writers of Kern (W0K) is having their annual writers' conference on March 17, 2018 with early bird 
CWC prices good through February 28. For more information on this conference, visit http://
writersofkern.com/  

NOTE: This message does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation but is sent for your infor-
mation (FYI) as a notification only. 

A reminder that our CWC Bulletin scheduled to come out mid-March of 2018 has a dead-
line for individual advertising AND branch news of February 28, 2018. 
www.Calwriters.org has the details. 

Amy Jo Burnett, Evelyn Blocker, June Langer, Diane Neil, and Mary Langer Thompson filling in occasionally 
for Winnie Rueff, offered a special "Golden Girls" panel at the Hesperia Library recently. This is one of sever-
al panels encouraging mature writers to finish their dreams and become authors and get published. 

The Golden Girls  

News You Can Use 

Keep an eye open for the Spring Book Fair sponsored by our branch. We will give you updates as they 
come in. This is time for preordering your titles, refining your booth tabletop, and getting those bookmarks on 
order. The Spring Book fair generates a positive sales event for your first title too. Get ready!! 

http://writersofkern.com/
http://writersofkern.com/
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Managing YourWriting Career by Rusty LaGrange 

Our Success Stories — continues 

 Michael Raff, Sally Ortiz, Mary Langer Thompson, Rusty LaGrange, Rita Wells, Naomi Ward, Mary De-

Santis and Jenny Margotta were the honored members nominated for the biennial Jack London Award in 
2017. These people were recognized for their outstanding contributions to the HDCWC. Jenny Margotta 
was the recipient of the award. 

 Bob Isbill became the CWC's tenth recipient of the Ina Coolbrith Award in recognition for outstanding ser-

vice to the Central Board 

 CWC Bulletin Editor Rusty LaGrange generated over $1100 in advertising sales in the Spring issue of the 

state-wide newsletter. Besides helping the clients to tweak their ads into special eye-catching displays, 
she correlated the 22 branch news for an outstanding edition for the California Writers Club. 

 Linda Cooper completed her book that will be published in February of 2018. 

A Round Up of Other Notable Successes 

 After my own winter break — vacation in December followed by holiday time with my young grand-
daughters then down-time with a 24-hour virus (twice) — it’s been more difficult getting back into the swing of 
things by January. Even this newsletter seems obtrusive after a lack of deadlines. Life goes on. I thought that 
if I’m feeling this way what about others who have a writing project gathering dust. 

 You should create a modest and realistic plan for getting back into the swing of things. View your first 
day back as mostly a write-off (kind of like the first day of school or the first day of a new job – it’s all about 
getting “settled in” or nesting.) Then, take a small and non-threatening first step to reintroduce yourself to 
your most important writing project. What this first step is depends on you, but here are some ideas: 

• read something you wrote before your break  

• read a small piece of research relating to your project to reorient your senses 

• write several sentences to get the feeling of your character's nuances 

• edit one paragraph because full editing is not recommended just yet 

• open the document with fresh eyes and consider some minor changes to a minor character 

 Then, make a plan for the upcoming weeks. “Make your early goals very modest — no more than 30 
minutes a day for writing (and even less is okay!) and ramp up these goals only after you’ve hit a comfortable 
plateau. Again, think of writing like running: You wouldn’t expect to run 15 miles unless you were able to run 
10 comfortably. Don’t try to write for two hours a day until you’ve hit 30 minutes — then 45, then 60, then 90 
— first.” That’s what some of the experts say. But I think that easing into an hour per day or twice a day 
seems appropriate for writers with motivation. 

 Instead of diving in for a flurry of writing hours, break your writing duties into small, manageable 
chunks. If it’s a two-hour project, for example, spend four 30-minute chunks of time writing. But in between 
those chunks of writing time, allow for some interesting distractions — such as phone calls, talking to col-
leagues or reading. Eventually, you will close the door on too many distractions and press on. 

  After a successful return to your project, reward yourself. Go window shopping, walk on a trail, weed 
your garden, take a break that becomes satisfying to your psyche.  

Back in the Swing of Things 
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“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories  

  by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

Now on Kindle: $3.99 

2015 CWC Anthology  

Second Order Planned 

2015 Anthology — 53 Top-
Notch entries from our Branch’s 

best authors.  

Makes Great Gifts! 

 

Readers’ Round Up news & reminders 
 

Advertising Works!  

LITERARY REVIEW DISPLAY ADS 

See ad rates at www.calwriters.org 

Be sure to use our 
club’s copyright 
symbol each time 
you advertise, 
share on Social 
Media and work 
with printed mate-
rials for your writ-
ing business. 

It’s important that 
we protect our 
good name and 
years of creative 
authorship. 

Our 2017 Anthology, Tales Between the Sand 
and Stars, now available online and through-
out the year wherever HDCWC members 
meet.  Copy & paste the direct link below. 

https://www.amazon.com/Between-Desert-
Branch-California-Writers/dp/1977532756/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515084995&sr=8-
1&keywords=Tales+Between+the+Sand+and
+stars 

$12.99 get your copy now 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.  

JACK LONDON IN BOYHOOD ADVENTURES — A 
document found stashed away in a box of 
mementos, recounts the downhome early 
years of a famous California boy and his 
pal. They find life full of serious & frivo-
lous days of summer in early Oakland. 

First Printing now available for only $13.35 at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

 

OUR OWN YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
-- Here's the link to the channel  https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UC28XLtEK5oBNq5gW2Zy1ssg 

By the end of January most of the selections of the 
competition were reviewed by our volunteer readers 
to help the selection board in New York.  

Our expertise earned our branch a donation of 
$2000 toward our working budget. Thanks to all who 
gave of their time to complete the deadline.. 

National Scholastic Writing Awards  

Entries Now Reviewed 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com
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Notes From the Editor --- 
   Rusty@RustyLaGrange.com 

     I’m feeling much better and hid out for nearly a month trying to avoid 
flus and public places where germy people congregate. I stayed healthy 
for my January vacation, so now I’m good to go. I’m back. See you Satur-
day 10th at the welcome table. 

     As many of you know, Angie Horn moved to Texas, but she is my 
proofreader for The Inkslinger as well, hoping to stay connected as much 
as she can. She’ll be visiting the High Desert as she can. 

     Submitting to The Inkslinger is easy. Use Arial font, 11pt. with single 
spacing, please. Articles and stories between 300 to 700 words are ac-
cepted from current members. If you have a Cool Tool to share, please 
do. And let us know how well it worked for you. 

March’s deadline: Feb. 23                  April’s deadline: March 23.    

      ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Copyright © 2018 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com The Inkslinger newsletter 

Editor 

Most of us will need to wait 20 to 30 years to join. Really. 

We have a unique critique group in the High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club. Mem-
bers have several characteristics in common:  al are over 90 years of age, all live within the Jess 
Ranch/Sun City area of the High Desert, and all are published writers. They meet once a month 
led by club member Janis Brams, retired English 
teacher and published writer with a Master’s Degree 
in Writing Composition. 

Nothing keeps these ladies — who consider them-
selves life-long learners — from writing and learning 
more about the craft. When Evelyn Blocker, who has 
several books to her name, moved recently to 
Brookdale after surgery, she quickly organized a 
Wise Women meeting where they were served cof-
fee and cookies by the staff while they critiqued 
each other’s manuscripts.  

June Langer had been a member of Janis Bram’s 
Sun City writing critique group for a number of years. 
Because that group was dwindling, she suggested 
Janis lead a new group. Janis happily agreed, and 
the women named themselves at their first meeting 
and set up a schedule. June has been published in club anthologies and in The View, the Sun 
City monthly magazine. 

Winnie Rueff, author of Calling Nurse Mearns: A Nurse’s Story, a memoir she wrote while a 
member of the club’s original critique group, The Wordsmiths, also finds time to help with the 
Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project. She and June were “Memoir Stars” and included in the stu-

dents’ first collection of memoirs, Let It Be Recorded.   ~~  Mary Langer Thompson 

Numbers Growing in Wise Women Critique Group 


