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Looking Back at Long & Inspiring Year
 

By Bob Isbill 
Here’s a glimpse back at another great year for 
the High Desert Branch of the CWC 
: 

ur first meeting of the new year of 2012 
featured Roberta Smith’s exceptional 

PowerPoint presentation, “Economics of Self-
Publishing”, which explained the differences 
between publishing options, and emphasized 
the Createspace option.  During the 
intermission, we had an early celebration for 
our senior member, Leo DuLac who celebrated 
his 100th birthday on January 23rd.  Jim Elstad 
conducted the second half of our program 
discussing the CWC web site 
www.publishingpathways.com. We set a new 
record of 115 members and guests in 
attendance for this great meeting.   
(Later in the year, the HDCWC Outreach 
Volunteers took Roberta’s production to the 
Federal Correction Complex and showed it, 
including the tape recorded session.  As a 
result of this program, one of the inmates 
published his book that he had written.) 
 

n February, Martin Lastrapes, author of 
“Inside the Outside”, was featured at the 

Hesperia Library as well as guest speaker at 
our writing workshop at the Federal Correction 
Complex in Victorville. He also was our 
keynote speaker at our regular membership 
meeting in Apple Valley. 
 

 
arch of 2012 featured Ken Rotcop, 
author of “The Perfect Pitch”, and former 
creative head of four studios, who also 

created the world-famous Pitchmart where 
screenwriting 
hopefuls meet 
studio 
executives in 
order to pitch 
their scripts.  
  

n April, Anne (A.B.) Fowler, author of “The 
Jesuit Papers”, and Mary D. Scott, author 

of “Spirit Driven Events” and “How To Market 
Your Book”, presented a free two-part 
workshop on “How To Write a Pitch”. The 
workshop included an opportunity for each 
member to record the pitch they created, and 
place their pitch and project on Mary D. Scott’s 
new website, www.pitchyourwork.com.  
We also had a special weekend workshop 
featuring Nina Amir, author of “How to Blog a 
Book”. Featured were her “How to Write a 
Short Book Really Fast” and “Evaluating Your 
Book for Success”.  Nina led a three-hour 
workshop at the Federal Correction Complex 
on “Turning Life Lessons into Stories Worth 
Telling”. The workshops were supported by the 
Poets & Writers, Inc. through a grant it 
received from the James Irvine Foundation. 
 

n May, we had a “getting to know you” 
meeting where members introduced 

O 

I 

M 

I 

I 

   FEBRUARY 2013 

http://www.publishingpathways.com/
http://www.pitchyourwork.com/


 
T H E  I N K S L I N G E R  –  N e w s  f r o m  H i g h  D e s e r t  B r a n c h  

 
Page 2 

themselves. This was followed by a session of 
speed networking, giving an opportunity for 
members to “pitch” their work and/or their ideas 
to each other.  Ray Malus, special guest 
speaker and creator of the Member Record 
Management System (MRMS) program, made 
a brief presentation on its use.  Members were 
encouraged to update their records online 
during intermission. 
 

n June 9th, Mary Scott conducted a “Meet 
the Authors” program where many of our 

authors pitched their books and had an 
opportunity to sell their work.  This was 
followed by the HD CWC 2012 Branch 

elections.  The new 
unopposed slate of 
officers included 
President Freddi 
Gold, Vice 
President Roberta 
Smith, Treasurer 
Jenny Margotta, 

Secretary Anita Holmes, and Member-at-Large 
Michael Raff. Rusty LaGrange took over the 
editorship of The Inkslinger from outgoing 
editor, Naomi Ward.  Amanda Smith was 
appointed Membership Chairperson. Marilyn 
Ramirez (King) stayed on as Historian, and she 
and Mary Langer Thompson will co-chair the 
critique groups. 
 
We had a fantastic 2-hour workshop in July on 
“Unlocking the Story Within” presented by Alan 
Watt, author of “The 90 Day Novel”. He told us, 
“Don’t sabotage your novel before you begin. 
The desire to write is connected to the desire 
to evolve. We’re here to express ourselves. 
The workplace, for many, is not exactly an 
environment that nurtures the soul.” 
 

n August, Derek Rydall expanded on that 
very theme with his presentation, “Ink and 

Grow Rich: How to Build Wealth and Wisdom 
with Your Words” also known as: “How Not To 
Go Broke While Waiting for Your Big Break!” In 
his inspiring program, the best-selling author of 
“I Could’ve Written a Better Movie Than That” 
and “There’s No Business Like Soul Business” 
encouraged every one of us to follow our 
creative paths.   

eptember 2012 was the first time our 
Branch participated in Hesperia Days, 

manning a booth to display and sell our books, 
and to publicize the California Writers Club.  
Lots of fun and many new contacts were made 
for our writers and our club. 
 
Our meeting was conducted by Marilyn 
Ramirez (aka Marilyn King), author of the 
historical romance novel, “The Winds of 
Grace”, whose presentation “Organization for 
Writing Great Fiction” was memorable and 
motivational. Ramirez stated, "Before you can 
write a good story, you need to be a bit 
organized. This is so you can keep all your P's 
and Q's in order. I'm going to show you how to 
set up your settings, plan your plots, arrange 
your characters' personalities, and keep your 
story going in high gear until the last page."  
And she did! 
 

 n October, over 40 local artists, selling 
original works including paintings, 

sculptures, art glass, 
photography, pottery, 
jewelry, and books, were  
on hand at the American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW) two-day 
fundraising event at Dell 
Webb Solera Sun City.  
Fifteen published authors from the HDCWC 
were there for book signing and selling in a 
“Meet the HD CWC Authors” segment, 
coordinated by Mary Scott. 
 
In early October, we were invited to attend a 
black-and-white-attire “Gala Event” hosted by 
Apple Valley Library Branch Manager, Felicia 
Macomber. Lots of community notables turned 
out for the event, created to inspire and 
connect non-profit organizations, and we 
enjoyed the lavish affair. 
 
At our regular membership 
meeting in October we 
celebrated our non-profit 
organization’s 103rd 
anniversary on Saturday, 
October 13, 2012, with a 
“Meet the Authors” day at 
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the Apple Valley Newton T. Bass Library.  The 
CWC was founded in 1909. Our Branch, 
consisting of over 115 members, was 
chartered in 1990.  Two dozen published 
authors were available to sign and sell their 
books at the event which was coordinated by 
Mary Scott. The authors pitched their work in 
the general membership meeting and then 
convened to the library where they were 
available to autograph and sell their books. Our 
authors’ books had been displayed in a special 
section of the library for the entire previous 
month. The Branch received a congratulatory 
certificate on our anniversary from 
Assemblyman Tim Donnelly.  
 

or November, our guest 
speaker was the dynamic 

Emmy-nominated producer 
and writer, E. Van Lowe. We 
had a return visit from Ken 
Rotcop who was guest 
speaker at our FCC 
workshop on December 5th, 
followed by a special 
presentation, “An Afternoon With Ken Rotcop”, 
where he showed us the award winning 
documentary film, “Talk Fast”. 
 

ur general membership meeting for 
December featured first-time-novelist and 

instructor at Cal State University, Paula 
Priamos, author of “The Shyster’s Daughter”. 
Our Branch’s recently published beautiful 

anthology, “Desert 
Gold”, splendidly co-
edited by Freddi Gold 
and Roberta Smith, was 
available at the 
December meeting. The 
meeting was followed by 

a great holiday party at DiNapoli’s Firehouse 
Restaurant. Paula even joined us for lunch, 
and the members had a wonderful time to 
socialize.  
 
We remember three of our members who 
passed away during the year, and we cherish 
their memory:  John Kizziar, Leo DuLac, and 
John Margotta.  We will deeply miss them as  
 

we go forward in 2013. 
 
I would like to thank our members and guests 
who helped support the Outreach Program of 
writing workshops at the Federal Correctional 
Complex, which included Martin Lastrapes, 
Teresa Burrell, Stephen Wersan, Ken Rotcop, 
Mary D. Scott, James Elstad and the 
PowerPoint presentation created by Roberta 
Smith. The regular group 
of volunteers, Mary 
Langer Thompson, 
Rusty LaGrange, Dwight 
Norris, and Bob Isbill 
completed a full year 
with the program 
consisting of over 20 
workshop visits to the 
FCC, and continuing with a new workshop 
series in 2013. 
 
So many other members chipped in and 
helped in the setup and orchestration of our 
monthly meetings, and a huge thank you goes 
out to each of them.  
  
The accomplishments of our membership are 
too numerous to mention. We saw many have 
their books and/or other efforts published, 
several had distinguished and impressive 
reviews, some won awards, others recognition.  
 

 
 
Just as importantly, we had new and old 
members draw on their talents and abilities in a 
spirit of volunteerism that continues to sustain 
the High Desert Branch into 2013 as a very 
special part of the California Writers Club. 
    ~~ Bob Isbill 
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 Join us February 9th 
when our guest speaker will be CWC member 
Tania L Ramos, author of 
Be Still and Surviving the 
Writing Apocalypse. She 
will be discussing the 
most common point-of-
view errors authors make.  
 

Tania explains, “After 

reading hundreds of self-
published books, 
speaking with several 
editors, and working 
through my own errors, I have found point of view 
errors are the top ones new and inexperienced 
authors make.”  
 
Whether aspiring or experienced, Tania’s topic is a 
“must hear” for all writers. The public is always 
welcome at HD CWC meetings. You can hear and 

meet Tania, February 9th at 10:00 A.M. in the 

Community Room of the Newton T. Bass Apple 
Valley Library, 14901 Dale Evans Parkway, Apple 
Valley, near Dale Evans Parkway and Highway 18. 

~~ Madeline Gornell, PR 

 

 

 
 

 South of the Border  
Writers’ Conference 

 
The Puerto Vallarta Writers Group invites all 
aspiring writers to a weekend in paradise at 
Mexican prices to enjoy Mexican hospitality. 
The 8th annual Puerto Vallarta Writers Conference 
is set for Feb. 22-24 and it is an opportunity to 
mingle with a collection of successful published 
authors, a literary agent on the lookout for clients, 
and a publisher’s representative in town to listen to 
manuscript pitches. 
 
From keynote speaker David Lyons, author of the 
thriller Ice Fire, to Los Angeles Times best-selling 

true crime writer Corey Mitchell, ghost writer and 
editor Terra Mar, mystery writers Jinx Schwartz and 
Beth Groundwater, to author and blogger James 
Callan, the emphasis in workshops, seminars, and 
panel discussions will be on turning ambition into 
success. 
 
Registration is $150 (U.S.) or 2,000 pesos. Seating 
is limited so early registration will guarantee 
participation. Registrants will receive further emails 
outlining the program of workshops and seminars. 
Online registration is at http://www.pvwg.com/2013-
conference/  Contact for more information – 
conference chairman Doug Danielson at 
dougdanielson@yahoo.com 

 
 

 
 

Mr. Poe Overcomes Another Hurdle  
by Ingrid Claus 
 
Email from “Mr. Poe” – to Mary Scott,   
Sunday, January 6, 2013 
 
Hey Auntie Mary, 
 
Mr. Poe here. I tell you, you would be so proud of 
me if you had seen me this afternoon. The wind 
was cold out there, and I was not convinced that I 
should join Mom on a walk. Well, she is very lucky 
with her Cossack hat that keeps her toasty, and a 
hurricane would not phase her.  
 
Well, to make a long story short, Mom broke out my 
green knitted coat again today. "Oh my, here we go 
again," I thought. Mom put it on me without much 
cooperation from me. I couldn't move and just 
stood there. Since I got no sympathy from Mom I 
started slowly backing up looking at her at all times.  
 
Would you believe she totally ignored me? After 
she bundled up, she had the nerve to hook me up 
to my harness. What was I to do now? Mom just 
pulled and pulled and I slid on all four legs over the 
tile floor. She dragged me into the garage…then I 
realized she was going to win. So... I decided to put 
one foot in front of the other, and would you 
believe, I could actually walk forward with that 
contraption on? Wow, I was not cold and started 
feeling pretty perky, and started running. Can you 
just visualize me running in a coat?  
 
After awhile I did not even feel that I was wearing it 
and strolled right along. I "read" the mail on many,  

http://www.pvwg.com/2013-conference/
http://www.pvwg.com/2013-conference/
mailto:dougdanielson@yahoo.com
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Letter continued~~ 
many bushes and had no problem doing it.  
I can't say that I was not happy when Mom took off 
my new garment but it was not so bad after all. I 
decided NOT to fight her anymore when she wants 
to cover me up. I have to admit it helps me stay 
warmer and I am proud to report that I have 
overcome another hurdle in my life. 
 
Love, 
 

Mr. Poe  
 
P.S. - My Mama writes a 
series of non-fiction 
children's books called: 
"The Little Black 
Traveling Cat: EIGHTY". I'm 
sick of hearing about that cat! What about me? I am 
in the here and now! Well, Mama's not the only 
writer in this family! Thanks to my Auntie Mary, I am 
online and writing too.  My new Forum is called “Mr. 
Poe’s Point of View (POV).” 
 
ATTENTION ANIMAL LOVERS:  You are cordially 
invited to visit Ingrid’s exciting new Forum and 
participate in this “G” rated four-legged animal 
social network. Come one and all and join in on the 
fun!  Just go to: 
http://www.ingridclausbooks.com/mr-poes-pov.html 
 

 

 
 

Critique Groups 
by Mary Langer Thompson & 

Marilyn Ramirez 
 

What is the overall best 
way to improve your writing? Join one of our 
critique groups. They are free with your club 
membership.  

Currently, we have five active, on-going 
groups that meet regularly, and three pending 
groups. The groups meet at different times, have 
different word-length limits, and submit manuscripts 
in various ways.  

 
For example:  

 some groups meet in the evening  

 some meet during the day 

 some meet once a month  

 some twice a month 

 some groups focus on one genre  

 some accept mixed genres 

 some groups have thousands of 
words as their maximum, submitting 
each meeting  

 some far fewer 

 some require participants to e-mail 
manuscripts to each other a week or 
two ahead of time and to bring 
everyone’s submission with them to 
the meeting, already marked and 
ready to discuss.  
 

Others bring their own manuscript to be 
read aloud at the meeting and bring enough printed 
copies to be read silently. These decisions are 
made after reading the general guidelines for 
critique groups available on our HDCWC website 
and discussing procedures when each group 
initially forms.  

 
Please be aware that sometimes groups are 

full and cannot take any more members until 
someone is finished with a manuscript or until there 
is an opening. Some groups feel they cannot give 
attention to more than five members, and some 
accept up to eight.  

 
So what is the best way to join a critique 

group? Between meetings, e-mail a co-critique 
chair, Mary Thompson 
(mh_thompson@hotmail.com) or Marilyn Ramirez, 
(marilynswalk49@yahoo.com) and we will contact 
a group leader to see if there is an opening for your 
genre or desired time. At our monthly meetings, 
seek out a leader and talk to him or her directly. If 
you’re becoming impatient, we strongly encourage 
you to start a group in your home. Please let us 
know if you are willing to do that. 

 
Here are the current groups: 
 
1. Wordsmiths — 6 members; mixed genre; meets  
every other Thursday evening in AV between 6-9 p.m. 
(Contact Mary Thompson) 
 
2. Romancing the Page — 5 members; Romance 
genre; meets every other Monday in AV  
between 2-4 p.m. (Contact Roberta Smith) 
 
3. Darkside — 5 members; Sci-fi, Horror, Reality, 
Mystery, Fantasy; meets in Hesperia one Sunday a 
month.  (Contact Curt James or Freddi Gold) 
 
4. Eclectica — 8 members; mixed genre; meets in  

http://www.ingridclausbooks.com/mr-poes-pov.html
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Groups continued ~~ 
Spring Valley Lake every third Thursday between  
9-noon.  (Contact Virginia Hall) 
 
5. Genre Gurus — 4 members; mixed genre; meets in 
different homes once a month on Sunday at 2:00 p.m.  
(Contact Michael Raff or Jeanne Newcomber) 
 
Pending Groups: 
 
1. New Group, Choosing a name; 5 members; mixed 
genre; meets Wednesdays every third week. 
  (Contact Virginia Hall) 
 
2. Just for Kids — On hiatus, may resume again soon. 
Children’s Books 
  (Contact Suzanne Holbrook) 
 
3. Inspirational Group --- Wide open, no leader 
 
4. Poetry Group — Wide open, no leader 

 
Each group member is strongly committed to 

improving their own and each other’s writing. Contact 
Marilyn or me to update us on changes, or if you have 
any questions. 
  

 

 

 
 
Open for Submission: The Acquisitions Editor for 

Champlain Avenue Books, Inc. has informed me 
they are currently open for Submissions. They are 
looking for quality, well-edited original work, and 
are open to queries for fiction (including 
mainstream, suspense, thriller, mystery, romance, 
fantasy, and Science Fiction), non-fiction, poetry 
collections, and children’s books. Unfortunately, 
Ms. Kladstrup says they are not actively seeking 
work in the horror genre.  
 
They are a very new company, I am their first 
author, and they published my last book. They have 
subsequently offered contracts to additional authors 
for Spring publication. Champlain Avenue Books is 
a regular royalty-paying publisher, and their royalty 
split is very generous; however, they do not offer 
advances, and other than for trade publications, 
promotion is the author’s responsibility.  
 

If you wish to submit to them, email Ms. K. 
Kladstrup, Senior Acquisitions Editor at 
aechamplainavenuebooks@hotmail.com for more 
details. You can check out their website at 
http://www.champlainavenuebooks.com.  

               ~~Information from Madeline Gornell 

 
 

 

Introducing: 
New Book Cover Designer and Illustrator 
by Mary D. Scott 

 
Fellow authors: I had the pleasure of spending time 
this weekend with Christina Mott, a recent graduate 
from California State University, Long Beach. She 
received her degree in Studio Art, with an emphasis 
in Illustration and gained with it not only a refined 
artistic sense but a large network of newly-
professional artists as friends. Her own abilities 
include drawing and painting in a range of media 
and experience in PhotoShop. 
 
I talked with her about the problems our writers 
have encountered while searching for reliable 
graphic artists. I showed her some of the book 
covers designed for James Elstad and Roberta 
Smith, and asked her if she would consider offering 
her illustration services to our authors who may be 
in need of book cover design and/or book interior 
illustrations. 
 
Christina has agreed to offer her design and 
illustration services to our writers who are in need 
of art for their books. If she is personally unable to 
take on your project (due to time or ability 
constraints) she will find someone who is able to 
through her large network of newly-professional 
artists as friends.  
 
Christina doesn’t have a professional website yet. 
However, if you would like to see some (very 
limited) examples of her work, please go to 
www.facebook.com/penandinklings  
 
I see this as a win-win situation for our authors and 
for Christina and her large network of newly-
professional artists as friends. So, if you have a 
project you are seeking artwork for, please feel free 
to contact her at christina.m.mott@gmail.com.  
 
(Note: HDCWC is unable to endorse this new graphic 
artist but is willing to share new contacts as they become 
available to our authors. Editor). 

 

mailto:aechamplainavenuebooks@hotmail.com
http://www.champlainavenuebooks.com/
http://www.facebook.com/penandinklings
mailto:christina.m.mott@gmail.com
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   CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

 
12th Annual Ventura County Writers Club Poetry 
Contest is closing Feb 15th. For submissions 
details go to www.venturacountywriters.com. 
Categories include Adult, Young Poets, and 
Audio/Visual Poetry with awards ranging from $100 
to $15 in various levels. 

 
 

 

Stand In Front of It All 
by James R. Elstad   

(Note: Since the “Truce” ending the Korean War, 
American and South Korean Soldiers have stood guard 
at the Demilitarized Zone. They’re on duty thirty days at 
a time. Sometimes on alert for over twenty-four hours. 
One thing goes through their minds, “If North Korea 

attacks, we’re nothing but a speed bump.”) 
 

All over the world, all races, all creeds have stood 
in front of it all. 

For thousands of years it’s been the duty of the 
righteous to stand in front of it all. 

 
A family divided, no end in sight. 

A time has been drawn for all to see. 
They and their friends “stand in front of it all.” 

 
It’s my family, and yours, too.  

Tourists come, take pictures, and laugh. 
Our young men, “stand in front of it all.” 

 
The enemy is related to my brother. 

We share the same fate. 
Our young men “stand in front of it all.” 

 
We both stand guard, armed and at the ready. 

No time to rest, only time to be vigilant. 
For we are the ones who “stand in front of it all.” 

 
When will it end?  In my lifetime? In theirs? 

Let’s pray we always have the young men to be 
vigilant. 

The vigilance and courage to  
“stand in front of it all.” 

 

 
 

  YOUR 

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 

AT WORK 
 

For the last couple of years, before I became a 
member of the Board of Directors for the High 
Desert Branch of the California Writers Club, I 
spent most of my meetings just having a good time. 
I loved learning and listening to great speakers.  

Occasionally I would hear a reference to our club 
being one of several California Writers Clubs or 
there would be mention of membership or 
reference to someone connected to, but not in our 
branch of the club. Once on the Board my entire 
appreciation of just how big and valuable the club is 
for each of us emerged.  

Since becoming president, I felt that if our 
membership had more of an idea of what the Board 
does it would help everyone to see what goes on in 
the planning and development of the club and why 
our club does so well.  

First the Board members all participate effectively. 
We have a lot of fun and meet once a month on a 
Tuesday morning for a couple of hours. We go over 
the minutes from before and follow Robert’s Rules 
for procedures as best as any of us know how to 
do.  

Besides my role, there is a Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and a Member-at Large. We 
are joined by the Membership chair, Publicity Chair, 
The Inkslinger Editor, and the Historical and 
Critique Group chairs. Sometimes we may have a 
visitor, too. 

We discuss the left-over business from the last 
Board meeting, the new business and the set up for 
the current month’s meeting and the next month’s 
plans. Afterward, we may just visit with one another 
and look at items of interest to the club. It’s a 
casual discussion /visiting time. 

We don’t always agree -- but we always talk it out 
and eventually conduct a vote on issues. We offer 
ideas and spread the duties around. Often we 
recruit other members to help with presentations, 
conferences, outside speakers, and outreach 
program. 

http://www.venturacountywriters.com/


 
T H E  I N K S L I N G E R  –  N e w s  f r o m  H i g h  D e s e r t  B r a n c h  

 
Page 8 

Board continued~~ 

Our secretary usually goes to the Central Board 
meeting and Southern California meeting and 
compares ideas and suggestions then confers with 
the leaders of other California Writer’s clubs. In 
fact, we interact in numerous ways with the other 
clubs which include the master member program, 
exchanging newsletters with other clubs, trading 
information on contests, festivals, and anthologies. 

All of the Board members, and even the past 
officers and members help with ideas or taking over 
responsibilities for some of us when we might not 
be able to do something or need extra help.  

 

L to R: Mike Raff, (Member at Large), Anita Holmes 

(Secretary), Freddi Gold (President), Marilyn Ramirez 

(Historical/Critique Group Chair), Rusty LaGrange (The 

Inkslinger Editor), Roberta Smith (Vice-President), and 

Jenny Margotta (Treasurer). 

Next month I’ll follow up with some specifics about 
the excitement of participating in organizing and 
leading the club as it grows, and the sense of 
accomplishment it brings to be involved.  
Meanwhile, here we all are, deliberating on 

something.    ~~Freddi Gold    

 

SPRING THAW 

“You expected to be sad in the fall. Part of you died 

each year when the leaves fell from the trees and 

their branches were bare against the wind and the 

cold, wintery light. But you knew there would 

always be the spring, as you knew the river would 

flow again after it was frozen. When the cold rains 

kept on and killed the spring, it was as though a 

young person died for no reason.”  

            ― Ernest Hemingway, A Moveable Feast 

 

 

Book Signing Alert !   
 
Suzanne Holbrook-Brumbaugh, aka 

Suzanne de Board or Suzanne 

deBoard, will be available for book 

signing in Hesperia, Feb. 28
th

. 

For those of you who are able to come, her book 

signing is scheduled for Thursday, February 28, at 

the Hesperia County Library on Seventh Street, a 

couple of blocks north of Main St. The time is from 

4:00-6:00 pm. Please support our local authors 

whenever you can.    
 

 
Anthology  Orders  for  Gifting 
Continues  All  Year 
Our new 2012 CWC Anthology Desert Gold is now 
available for general purchase. Price is $10 per 
book. Buy one at our next meeting or arrange to 
purchase extras. See Jenny Margotta, Treasurer, 
for details. 

 

 
   

News You Can Use 
 

Free Downloadable Software: SmartEdit 
(compatible with XP, Vista, and Windows 7) is an 
automated tool that scans your finished novel or 
your work in progress and highlights areas that 
might need closer attention. It runs six individual 
checks, such as highlighting words or phrases 
marked by you for monitoring, counting the different 
dialog tags you have used, counting and 
highlighting adverbs, and searching out over-used 
phrases, words, and clichés. Find it at: www.smart-
edit.com . 
 
(Note: HDCWC is unable to endorse this new software 
but is willing to share new products as they become 
available to our author/members. Editor) 
 

 
• About 24.5% of U.S. adults consider themselves 

to be e-book users, up from about 17.2% the year 

before; the sudden rise may be due to consumers 

buying the runaway bestselling series 50 Shades 

of Gray. 

  
   (reprinted via Orange Ink / CWC Orange County Branch) 

                     

 

http://www.smart-edit.com/
http://www.smart-edit.com/
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Contact the Editor 

RustyL@Hughes.net &  
Rusty@aFlairForWords.com 

Phantom Seven 
 

  An excerpt from the biographical tales of the OSS coders and agents 
who spent WWII in covert intelligence operations prior to the 
formation of the CIA.       

Written by Angie Horn from recollections of those who were there                                  

“The box was a drawer out of a dresser. Barracks 
B-13 was a Nissen hut, a half circle of corrugated 
metal. The bunks were British Army issue, and 
they were midgets – each a two-by-four rectangle 
that was five feet, six inches long and about two-
and-a-half feet wide. They put metal straps (like 
the kind that hold a cardboard box or an old, 
orange crate together) from side to side and end 
to end. Then you took a mattress cover or a 
cotton sack, filled it with straw, and put it down on 

the metal straps. It was uncomfortable for anybody, but trying to squeeze six feet, four inches onto a five-feet, 
six-inch frame was unthinkable. I “liberated” a drawer from a desk or dresser, folded an army blanket into 
several layers of thickness over it, and then rammed the double bunk against the end of B-13 to hold the 
drawer (on the edge) and the blanket. Then I put a pillow or another folded army blanket on it. This way I could 
sleep with my head on the extension made with the drawer and my shoulder rammed up against the end two-
by-four of the bunk. Even then, I had to sleep in an S position.”      

     I have to tell this story about Benny, Francis, and me. Francis had the upper bunk, and Benny had the lower 
one. Knapp took his liner out of his helmet and filled it with lukewarm water. Benny’s hand was dangling, so 
Knapp put Benny’s hand in the liner. Next thing you know, Benny was wetting the bed. He came roaring out of 
the sack! 

 

Notes From the Editor --- 

Forget that New Year diet, the promises, the games you play with 
your psyche … just write.  

Do you like what you see in The Inkslinger? I welcome all different 
genres of short fiction, non-fiction newsworthy items, poetry, and new age. 
Remember:  use Arial Font, 11 point type, no need to double-space, and attach 
photos and /or submissions to your email. Place Inkslinger in the subject line of 
your emails. Now taking short book excerpts of about 300 words to entice new 
readers. Tell me if your book cover is posted on HDCWC.com and I can copy it 
directly to the excerpt.  

Call for info: 760-646-2661 if you have any questions. Email : 
Rusty@aFlairForWords.com  or  RustyL@Hughes.net. Deadline for each month 

is the 15th. It won’t change. That’s what deadlines are for. To offer a suggestion, 

please contact me and we’ll discuss it. I love new ideas. -- Rusty LaGrange 
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Want to advertise in the April, May, 
June 2013 issues of The Inkslinger? 

We’ve expanded what we will include. 
 

 Ad Size     Cost 
One Business Card   $10 
Double Business Card   $20 
Triple business Card  $30 
Half Page  $50 
Full Page                               $80 
 

 
Submit your ad along with payment 
to Roberta Smith by March 9, 2013 

You may provide them at the HDCWC 
club meeting or mail to: 

 
HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 
 

If you have questions, contact 
Roberta at cwrlsmith@verizon.net 
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