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GUEST SPEAKER FOR APRIL MEETING ~~ 

Is Your Novel Ready For Audio Book Formatting? 
 

AUDIO BOOK & 

VOICE-OVER 

 
Michael Welte 

 
It’s a changing world for authors and readers—with 
new and varied electronic ways and devices to 
deliver and receive information.  
 
At the club’s next meeting, Michael Welte, a thirty 
year Apple Valley resident will be sharing his 
expertise in one of those venues—audio books. He 
is one of the top one-hundred audio book narrators, 
and Michael will be bringing his passion for oral 
narration and interpretation of the written word. 
 
Michael is also a long time High Desert business 
owner, and for several years now, has affected the 
lives of many young people through coaching and 
teaching of life's skills in the format of educational 
youth theater. 
 
The public is always welcome at HDCWC 
meetings, and you can hear and meet this local 

teacher/narrator at the April 13th meeting, 10:00 
A.M. in the Community Room of the Newton T. 
Bass Apple Valley Library, 14901 Dale Evans 
Parkway, Apple Valley, CA 92307 (near Dale 
Evans Parkway and Highway 18).  
 

This promises to be an interesting meeting for 
writers and readers wanting to participate in our 
evolving literary world. 

     

 
 

What You Missed – 
Two Critique Panels; Two Styles 
 

 
 
(Left to Right)  Eclectica Critique Grou:  Jenny Margotta, 

Rusty LaGrange, Linda Cooper, Virginia Hall, and Diane 

Neil with Anthony taking the photo. 

 
CWC branch members peeked into the other world 
of critique groups. We’ve spent quite a bit of time 
explaining how they can be helpful in developing 
your public speaking as well as your book refining 
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phases.  
 

No matter the style or genre, there is a group for 
you. Waiting lists are now forming. The group 
“Eclectica” is an open genre group. They shared 
how they critique during a segment of last month’s 
meeting.  

 

 
 
(Left to right) Dark Side Critique Group: Mike Raff, 

Steve Marin, Rocky, Freddi Gold 

 
With tongue in cheek, the Dark Side spoofed how 
not to critique. It was a round of writers behaving 
badly. The audience seemed a bit confused at first 
until the funny satire caused more laughter than 
squeamish  feelings and  squeaking seats. All in 
fun and cleverly played out, Dark Side authors are 
all business when it comes to writing their dark 
novels. 

~~ Rusty LaGrange 
 

 

  ROSES ARE RED …  
 

April is National Poetry Month 

by Mary Langer Thompson 
 

 On April 5, 2005, the Empire State Building 
was lit with blue lights to commemorate Poetry 
Month’s tenth anniversary. 
 The Academy of American Poets began this 
month-long celebration in 1996 to increase 
awareness and appreciation of poetry in the United 
States. Canada joined us in 1999. Since 2000, 
Great Britain celebrates every October.  

Publishers, booksellers, librarians, literary 
organizations, poets and teachers were inspired by 
the success of February’s Black History Month and 
March’s Women’s History Month. 
 Each year a poster is commissioned by the 
Academy of American Poets with 200,000 copies 

distributed free, just for the asking. In April 2001, 
through the Academy, over 10,000 people voted for 
poets to be on a postage stamp. In January 2002, 
the U.S. Postal Service issued a Langston Hughes 
stamp. 
 What can you do to celebrate?  Attend a 
poetry reading, read a poem a day online for free, 
ask a student about a poetry lesson, call to see 
what your local college has to offer, and if you’re a 
poet or want to be, consider writing a poem a day.  
 April 18, a Thursday, is “Poem in Your 
Pocket Day.” I encourage you to select a poem you 
love, carry it with you, and share it with others 
throughout the day. 
 For more ideas go to Poets.org. 
 Inspire even more special springtime poetry 
in April… and all year long. 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to a  
New Book Lover 

A very important delivery was made in Apple 
Valley to our Newton 
T. Bass Apple Valley 
Library Branch 
Manager, Felicia 
Macomber, on 
Friday, March 1, 
2013.   Six pounds 
and six ounces of 
beautiful baby girl 
named Hannah 
Isabella Macomber.  
Hannah’s mom has 
been a good friend of 
the HD CWC from day one, and we’re glad to 
report mother and daughter are doing just 
great.  Felicia noted that Hannah has “a very 
healthy appetite!”   
 
PHOTO  CREDIT: http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-
images/baby-sitting-books.html 
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TRIBES 
 
 
 
 
 
Selling your books amount to you becoming a 
marketing expert. One good resource is Listmania!  
 
The site encourages linking among like ideals. If 
you enjoy romance short fiction, you would make a 
list of your favorite reads. Someone seeing this list 
may share it and link it as well. The more sharing, 
the more networking, and the more you develop a 
Tribe of followers who like what you like.  
 
In the reverse, by you following a list, you are 
introduced to others who you will follow. Spending 
no more than 30 minutes on finding lists and 
encouraging links, will significantly raise your visits  
and ranking. 
 
This marketing method is also very similar to the 
fast growing Pinterest.com that allows photos to 
attract like followers and share ideas and 
information. 
 
Another overlooked method for promoting books on 
Amazon is So You’d Like to Guides. Amazon 
Guides are excellent examples of “parasites” 
because of Amazon’s high domain authority.  
 
So You’d Like to Guides are more like “how to” 
tutorials. These guides allow you to promote your 
book using up to 5,000 words. Again, these guides 
rank very well in Google and will help to brand you 
as an expert or authority in your niche. 
 

With Listmania! And How-to Guides you create 
specialized and tightly niches neighborhoods within 
Social Media. These lists have proven to drive 
traffic to your book listing through both Amazon and 
Google.  ~~Rusty LaGrange 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FAVORITE QUOTES 

“Outside of a dog, a book is man's best friend. 

Inside of a dog it's too dark to read.”  

― Groucho Marx 

 
“Substitute 'damn' every time you're inclined to 

write 'very;' your editor will delete it and the writing 

will be just as it should be.”  

― Mark Twain 

 

 

 
 
 

Mrs. Westerholm 
And the Red Schwinn 

  
by Diane Neil 

  
 
      The first time I saw Mrs. Westerholm, she 
was riding down our sidewalk on a shiny red bike 
with flowers in the basket.  We had just moved into 
the neighborhood, and I was playing with my dolls 
out on our weedy patch of lawn.  When the skinny 
lady whizzed by, I could see a cross of ashes on 
her forehead. 
      "Hello there!" she chortled as she pedaled 
past me, her skirt hiked up to her knees. 
      The ashes scared me, and I ran into my 
house, leaving my dolls scattered in the grass. 
      "Mama!" I shrieked.  "I just saw a witch!"  I'd 
seen a rerun of 'The Wizard of Oz' on TV, and the 
witch had scared my five-year-old self. 
      Mama laughed.  "That was our neighbor 
down the street.  Why did you think she's a witch?" 
      "She had a black cross on her forehead." 
      "Oh, she's Catholic.  This is Ash 
Wednesday.  She must have just come from 
church." 
     

Mama's laughter calmed me down but did 
nothing to endear our strange neighbor to me. 
      Indeed, when I met the other neighborhood 
children, they reinforced my fears.  Patsy, Doris, 
Johnny, Corky and Sharon all believed she was a  
 

My Book 
is Done! 
...now 
what? 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1244.Mark_Twain
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Continued~~ 
 
witch, too.  We dared one another to ring her 
doorbell and run away.  We picked her flowers and 
scattered the petals.  We put rocks in her mailbox. 
      One time we were roller skating down the 
sidewalk, and Mrs. Westerholm came out to pick up 
her newspaper.  As she bent over, Johnny skated 
up behind her and pushed her down.  I heard her 
sputtering as we skated away. 
       My family lived in that house all through my 
school years and still do.  Some of the old gang 
moved away, but Patsy and Doris are still my 
friends.  We caught up on old times recently when 
my parents celebrated their fortieth wedding 
anniversary. 
      Our husbands were talking about their jobs, 
and our kids were flirting with one another.  My 
eighteen-year-old, Jason, came up with a striking 
blonde girl.  "Mom, this is Anna.  She lives down 
the block in the house with all the flowers." 
      "Hello, Anna," I said.  "I hate to confess it,  
but when I was little, we kids used to torment the  
lady who lived there.  I guess she must be dead by 
now." 
      "Mrs. Westerholm?"  Anna grinned.  "Oh 
no, she's still very much alive.  She's out at Saint 
Catherine's Rest Home." 
      Patsy and Doris and I got all excited.  
Somehow, we triple dog dared one another to drive 
out to Saint Catherine's. 
  
      "We came to visit an old neighbor," I told the 
receptionist as Patsy signed us in. 
      "She probably won't remember us," Doris 
whispered as we were shown to the Day Room. 
      "I hope not," I said.  "We were such brats." 
      And there she was, in a shiny red 
wheelchair, scooting down the hall.  She gave us a 
look, one by one, and eyed the flowers I held out to 
her, the bouquet Anna had picked from her yard. 
      "Hello, Mrs. Westerholm," Patsy said. 
      Doris held out her hand.  "We used to be 
neighbors." 
      "We brought you these," I said, handing her 
the flowers. 
      She stared at us as if rusted gears were 
ratcheting into place.  Then a slow smile appeared.  

"Still stealing my flowers, I see."   
 
 
  

 

Nuts & Bolts 

of Effective Writing 
 

 
 

Parallel Structure 
 
There’s an old English teacher’s joke about how 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address would receive a C 
minus with “needless repetition” written in the 
margin had it been handed in as an essay 
assignment. The joke, of course, is that the 
teacher’s grammatical nearsightedness completely 
misses the power of repetition and parallel 
structure. In the same comic spirit, “The Sermon on 
the Mount” would have received the same grade 
with all its blessed are the poors, and blessed are 
the meeks, much less God’s Ten Commandments 
with all the Thou shalts and Thou shalt nots. (Okay, 
that may be stretching it a bit.)  
 
In a series of words or word groups, each word or 
word group should be parallel; that is, on the same 
grammatical level as the others in the group. This 
principle is easy to see in sentences like: My 
girlfriend likes swimming, hiking, and cuddling,  
where the enjoyments all end in –ing. Had the 
sentence been My girlfriend likes to swim, to hike, 
and cuddling, on the other hand, the sentence 
would have lacked parallelism. And When I relax, I 
like an interesting book, a good hammock, and I 
like some soft music too would be better parallel 
written as When I relax, I like reading an interesting 
book, lying in a nice hammock, and listening to 
some soft music.  
 
Some words in one part of a series should be 
included in all parts of the series: Everyone thought 
that Jason was the witty one, that Georgia was the 
wise one, and that Howard was the crazy one. In 
the same way, if a word or words are missing from 
one part, they should be missing from the other 
parts: Everyone thought Jason witty, Georgia wise, 
and Howard crazy.  
 
The articles a, an, and the should appear either 
before the first word only: He liked the French, 
Italians, and Portuguese best, or before every 
parallel word: He liked the French, the Italians, and 
the Portuguese best. The same applies to 
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prepositional phrases–one, or all, with no mister-in-
between: Mike looked in the encyclopedia, the card 
catalog, and the Sears catalog; Mike looked in the 
encyclopedia, in the card catalog, and in the Sears 
catalog. NOT this mister-in-between form: Mike 
looked in the encyclopedia, the card catalog, and in 
the Sears catalog. It’s not necessary to use the 
same preposition each time. Remember “ …of the 
people, by the people, and for the people.” 
 
(Reprinted with permission: Thanks to Dave Wetterberg via The 

Valley Scribe – CWC San Fernando Valley Branch newsletter)  

   

 
 

News You Can Use 
 

HD CWC Invited to 

High Desert Resource Network  
 

The High Desert Resource Network (HDRN), a 
“chamber of commerce for non-profits”, will hold 
their very popular “Networking” meeting on 
Thursday, April 4, 2013 at the Desert/Mountain 
Educational Center 17800 Hwy 18 (in the Maxwell’s 
Restaurant center) from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Admission is free for HD CWC members, but prior 
registration is necessary by visiting 
www.AcademyGo.com, and registering your 
affiliation as a member of the HD CWC. 
It’s another way to publicize your book, your 
business, and yourself to dozens of other non-profit 
organizations who are active in the High Desert. 

 

Are You a Poet? 
 

2013 SENIOR POETs LAUREATE  

POETRY COMPETITION  
A literary contest open to all American poets age 50 
and older who are U.S. Citizens regardless of 
where they live or are staying around the world, the 
2013 SPL Contest is privately administered by 
WANDA SUE PARROTT, original co-founder of the 
competition, and sponsored by Amy Kitchener's 
Angels Without Wings Foundation.  
 
Judges will include former Senior Poets Laureate 
and honorary chiefs of the White Buffalo Tribe, 
sponsor of the Native American Poet Laureate 
Contest. Entries will be accepted until June 30, 
2013. 

 

 
Writer Advice  

Flash Fiction Contest 
Deadline April 18th . No entry fee. Seeks flash 
fiction, memoir, and creative non-fiction no longer 
than 750 words. First place winner will receive 
$200, second, $100; third, $50. Website: 
www.writeradvice.com 

 
 

Willamette Writers 2013 Kay 
Snow Writing Contest 

 
Deadline: April 19th Category Guidelines: Adult 
Fiction - maximum 2500 words. One complete short 
story, Adult Non-Fiction - maximum 2500 words. 
Poetry - Two complete poems may be submitted as 
one entry, any subject or form. Juvenile Short 
Story, Novel excerpt or Article - Fiction or Non-
Fiction - Maximum length 1500 words, written by 
adults for juvenile readers. Screenwriting - 
Maximum length (10) pages. Complete or partial 
script, any subject, in script format, Student Writer 
(18 or under) - There are three categories of 
student writers. Students can enter any type of 
writing, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, word limit, 1,500 
words. Entry Fee per entry is $10 per entry for 
members of Willamette Writers and $15 per entry 
for non-members, no entry fee for students.  
More info: 
http://www.willamettewriters.com/1/guidelines.php 
 
 

Tom Howard/John H. Reid 
Short Story Contest 

Any type of original short story, essay or other work 
of prose is eligible. Deadline: April 30th . First prize: 
$3,000. Second prize: $1,000. Third prize: $400. 
Fourth prize: $250. There will also be six Most 
Highly Commended Awards of $150 each.  
 
The top 10 entries will be published on the Winning 
Writers website (over one million page views per 
year) and announced in Tom Howard Contest 
News and the Winning Writers Newsletter, a 
combined audience of over 40,000 readers.  
 
Entry fee is $16 per entry. This covers your 
submission of one short story or prose work of up 
to 5,000 words. Contestants may submit as many 
entries as they like. For more information: 
http://winningwriters.com/ 

http://www.writeradvice.com/
http://www.willamettewriters.com/1/guidelines.php
http://winningwriters.com/
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So Why Can’t Grease Inspire the Creative Juices in Writers? 

 

It’s 1959 and Rydell High is filled with rebellious, thrill-loving 
students who have to deal with love, gang violence, teen 
pregnancy, and friendship. Grease is the story of high school 
seniors and their romantic entanglements told with rousing 
hit music.  The Creative Arts Theater (CAT) will present their 
production of the popular musical comedy, Grease, at the 
High Desert Center for the Arts 15615 8th Street in Victorville 
for two upcoming weekends.  CAT features local residents 
performing these iconic roles. 
 
Showings will be on Friday, Saturday and Sunday,  April 5, 6, 7 and 12, 13, 14.  Evening 
performances on both Fridays and Saturdays will be at 7:30 pm.  Matinees at 2:30 pm will be held on 
both Saturdays and Sundays.  Tickets are $14 for general admission and $12 for seniors and 
students.  For tickets or more information, visit www.CreativeArtisTheater.com of call 760.963.3236. 
 

 
 

 

On Sale Now 

Desert Gold, a collection of poetry and short stories by members of the 

HDCWC plus several selections from the Incarcerated Authors Group, our 

outreach prison writing program, is available at regular meetings for $10 

and at Amazon online.  

Scripts That 

Stick in Your 

Memory like 

a Bad Prom 

Date… 
The sweet days of high 
school bring creative 
minds together in April. Is 

there a script in you? 

http://www.creativeartistheater.com/
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RustyL@Hughes.net & 
Rusty@aFlairForWords.com 

 

Contact the Editor 

 

 

 
 

On the Subject of Secrets 
 

Richard Harding Davis wrote,  
“The secret of good writing is to say an old thing in a new way or a new thing in an old way.” 

 
 

Thoughts On Writing 
 

Close the door. Write with no one looking over your shoulder. 
 

Don’t try to figure out what other people want to hear from you;  
figure out what you have to say. 

 
It’s the one and only thing you have to offer. 

 
                                    --Barbara Kingsolver 

 

Notes From the Editor --- 

Do you like what you see in The Inkslinger? I welcome all different genres of 
short fiction, non-fiction newsworthy items, poetry, and new age. Remember:  
use Arial Font, 11 point type, no need to double-space, and attach photos and 
/or submissions to your email. Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your 
emails. Now taking short book excerpts of about 300 words to entice new 
readers. Tell me if your book cover is posted on HDCWC.com and I can copy it 
directly to the excerpt. 

Call for info: 760-646-2661 if you have any questions. Email : 
Rusty@aFlairForWords.com  or  RustyL@hughes.net. Deadline for each month 
is the 15th. It won’t change. That’s what deadlines are for. To offer a suggestion, 
please contact me and we’ll discuss it. I love new ideas.      
    

             -- Rusty LaGrange 

 

PS~~ This is a lovely little threat. I will be forced to publish more of my own poetry if I do not receive some 
short, short stories, book excerpts, and poetry entries.

mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
mailto:RustyL@hughes.net


Books                   

 
 

 
 

 
 

Want to advertise in the July, August, September 
2013 issues of the Inkslinger? Here are costs: 

 
 Ad Size     Cost 
One Business Card   $10 
Double Business Card   $20 
Triple business Card  $30 
Half Page  $50 
Full Page                                                  $80 

 
Submit your ad along with payment to Roberta Smith 
(cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by May 11, 2013 
Provide them at the HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

 
HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 

 
 

 
 

Services 

 
 

 

 

Should you make a purchase based on 

an ad found here, let the seller know. 


