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  DEC. 2014 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Fear of Writing Halts Many Creative Minds 

More on Page 2 

The  

Ultimate  

Dinner Salon 
12-4pm Dec. 13th 

SEE PAGE  2 

Ever Wanted  

to Meet  

Charles Dickens  

in-person ? 

Our Special Guest Speaker is Charles Dickens fresh 
from England…. Okay, well, maybe not fresh, and 
not from England. 

The next best is a visit from Paul Jacques who is 
known for his detailed characterization of the world-
known Charles Dickens. Jacques is a regular player 
during reenactments at Dickens Book Faire in River-
side and numerous events in California as well as  

By Rusty LaGrange 

A fter cruising the Internet for a few writing 
resources, I believe I've found the major 
stumbling blocks and their remedies for the 

dreaded, and brain-draining, fear of writing. I've 
heard directly from friends who wish to write, only 
to sling up a brick-and-mortar defensive wall with 
reasons not to write. Is your dream to write caught 
in a dark cloud over your head? Or peeking from a 
behind a brick wall? 

It might be that English was never a great subject 
of yours. Or a teacher hammered in the grammar 
and distilled the frills until you felt your writing had 
less appeal than an accounting ledger. Just so 
many rules to remember, and so many hours to 
invest in a finished product that might receive a 
weak C+. It happened to me in sixth grade, too, 
and again in 12th. Until Mrs. Gifford pulled me out 
of the ooze of English Theory, Composition and 
whatever muddle and sent me on a better course. I 
wanted to write from my mind not the English III 
hardbound textbooks that we lugged around like 
that debilitating albatross.  

She saw in me the fledgling author and poet, who 
craved to go beyond the levels of standardization 
and begged to find something more useful with the 
time allotted to English. Although she made me 
study the grammar sections and parsing of sen-
tences so I would have basic training, she also let 
me free on special assignments. I began to under-
stand more in English class because I could see 
the visions of what the studying offered. I ate it up. 

As a “wannabe” writer, you may feel that you have 
a gift, a calling, having never faced a teacher of 
English or Composition who marked you as their 
drudgery of their daily life. Only, they hoped you 
would survive the class, and you hoped for a fire 
drill. Continued on  Page 9 
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Planning a Writers’ Salon at your 
home or a local café? Let Loralie 
Kay help you. She’s our Salons co-
ordinator with some great ideas. 
Email  her at   LoralieKay@aol.com 

CORRECTION: 

Greta Smith was incorrectly identified on a 
photo of someone else. Sorry. 

Y ou are hereby invited to the home of our 
President, Dwight Norris, to partake of a  

 Christmas meal  

December 13th  

from 1pm until 4 pm. 
All who enter this Christmas Open 

House  will enjoy the President’s hospitality.  

Pay $10 per person for your catered meal, plan 
time to converse & get to know one another  

visiting the Ultimate Writers’ Salon.  

Directions: from Bear Valley Rd, take Apple Valley 
Rd to Yucca Loma, turn north & go to Rincon. 
Turn left on Rincon, then left on Nowata, cross 
Crow then Delaware to 13963 Chogan Rd. Parking 
is limited but creatively available. 

From Hwy 18, take Kiowa to Yucca Loma, go 
right, continue to Rincon, turn right, then left on 

Nowata, cross Crow then Delaware to 13963 
Chogan Rd.    

Or use thy Google maps. 

Pre- 

Pay 

Today 

HDCWC to Host Charles Dickens  

an award-winning writer, actor, fight choreographer, 
scenic designer, producer and director with over 150 
stage, film, radio, television and commercial credits.  

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers 
Club will present 
Charles Dickens 
as their next 
guest speaker 
(portrayed by 
Paul Jacques, 
MFA) at the 
Newton T. Bass 
Apple Valley 
Branch Library, 
Saturday, 
Dec.13 from 10 
a.m. to noon.               

As a writer, Paul Jacques has 
had 20 scripts staged. He has 
been on staff at Notre Dame, 
Arlington, Moreno Valley Can-
yon Springs and Poly high 
schools in Riverside, as well 
as being an Artist in Resi-
dence with the Riverside Arts 
Council.  

Jacques is also Charles Dick-
ens for the Riverside Dickens 
Festival, a co-founder of 3 
Theatre Group of Riverside, 
and on the theatre faculty at 
San Bernardino Valley Col-
lege, Mt. San Jacinto College, 
and California Baptist Univer-
sity. For more information 

about our program, visit www.hdcwc.com. The public 
is welcome and there is no admission charge. 

Continued from  Page 2 

Paul Jacques 

The April LA Book Fair held as USC campus 
is the largest in the nation. We have the opportu-
nity to share a booth with our published authors 
for a share of the $650 rental fee for two days. 

Deadline for table spaces is coming soon. Can 
you afford not to have better exposure? Contact 
the editor at RustyL@Hughes.net or a board 
member to inquire. 

PLA
N

 N
O

W
 

FO
R

  A
PR

IL
 

http://www.hdcwc.com/
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What You Missed —- 

Photo credit:    Rusty  LaGrange 

Our 4th Howl at the 
Moon Writers’ Confer-

ence for 2014 at        
Performing Arts Center  

in Victorville, CA  

Keynote Speaker: Chris 
Vogler (in suit jacket) 

BJ Robbins (in dark blue 
sweater) and Ray Robin-
son (in striped shirt) 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 4 

By our traveling correspondent, Tania Ramos in DC  

 What a great experience to be able to represent the HDCWC Dorothy C. Blakely 
Memoir Project to the National Council of Literacy in Washington D.C. All the pieces of 

being able to go fell neatly in place, which meant I was able 
to bring my oldest son along for moral and map-reading sup-
port. This was quite the last minute trip, but well worth it. 

 We left Las Vegas on a "red eye" into Dulles International on Thursday. 
There is a three-hour time difference, and for me it was a huge change to adjust 
to … I never fully did. Waking up at 6 a.m. on Saturday morning in DC was 
equivalent to waking up at 3a.m. in CA, but we managed, and thanks to the 
miracle of make-up, I almost looked presentable. After getting turned around a 
handful of times on the confusing freeway system, we arrived at The Gaylord 
National Resort & Conference Center. The place was full of teachers and other 
educators attending the National Council for Teacher Educator’s convention. I 
was so afraid to talk, thinking my laid back Southern California grammar would 
be corrected. At the same time, I couldn’t help but think I was smack in the mid-
dle of future editors. 

 Once the instructions were given, I was invited at a table of five other 
women to present to the group from Vermont. They taught varying grades from 
K-7, and they were eager to hear about the DCB Memoir Project. The women 

had many questions, lots of thoughts on how they could integrate this into their 
schools, and all had praise for the project. 

 In the end, the Vermont group was quite intrigued with the program, one stating they had done some-
thing on a smaller scale called the “Elder Program.” It had never occurred to them to go the lengths the 
HDCWC has; to teach interviewing skills, writing techniques, critiquing, and see this through as a year-long 
project that would end in a published work. When our time was up, I gave them business cards and book-
marks to take. They also browsed the anthology and gave wonderful compliments. One woman said they 
would love it if we could return to Vermont and sell it to the board. I told her the HDCWC was a call away. 

 When our time was up, I was invited to sit-in on another group that taught 7-10th graders how to write 
argumentative essays as part of a federally-funded grant. They felt that learning the process of argumentative 
papers was an integral part to preparing for college. At the end of our three hours, we wrapped up, and I felt 
quite proud to be part of the DCB Memoir Project. Congratulations HDCWC, you presented at the Nation’s 
capital. 

HDCWC’s DCB Goes to DC with Tania as Rep 

Tania Ramos 

Tania Ramos, award winning author of “Be Still” and “Surviving the Writing 

Apocalypse” recently represented the HDCWC and the Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir 

Project in Washington, D.C.   

HD Resource Network Membership Benefits Clarified 
As announced at the November meeting, the High Desert Resource Network (AcademyGo) will honor all 
HDCWC members who are not presently members of the HDRN a 6-month membership when the coupon is 
presented with the signature of the HDCWC treasurer, verifying that you are a HDCWC member. 

This would entitle you to attend the HDRN meetings, normally $10 each visit, and to take advantage of HDRN 
programs presented within that time frame such as Fundraising Academy and other special nonprofit events, 
and to enjoy those benefits at member discounts. For more information visit www.AcademyGo.com.  

          (more info continues on page 5) 
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The Holidays Are Here! Yik
es! 

 

I looked at the calendar, 
and suddenly I knew: 
The days and weeks to prep 
are once again too few. 
 
Leaves are falling, brown and gold, 
Halloween is coming. 
Thanksgiving's on its heels, 
already I am running. 
 
Then it's Christmas time again, 
my favorite time of year. 
But first are menus to be planned, 
and gifts for those held dear. 
 
Each year I make this solemn vow: 
"I'll never fall behind again. 
I'll lounge with bonbons by the tree, 
and savor the ham or hen." 
 
Frantically I count the days 
to fix, to clean, to decorate. 
I fear that now, with few days left, 
there won't be time to roast or bake. 
 
What the heck, why work so hard? 
Will they be thankful for it? 
Years of pumpkins, turkeys, gifts— 
maybe this year I'll just quit! 
 
Pull the fake tree from the box! 
Call the grocer for the meal! 
Hide the clutter, swipe the dust! 
Who cares if it’s a phony feel? 
 
At times I wish I could, but no . . . 
holidays, they are tradition. 
They reinforce the family, 
and that's my truest mission. 
 
So on that day, I'll share the fun 
and admire the house and tree. 
I'll watch the crackling fire burn, 
and be glad for the memories. 
 
  —Hazel Stearns 

What You Missed —- 

“It was like a dream,” said Diane 
Neil, after last meeting’s dedica-
tion to Jack London and the 
launch of the historical book that 
her great grandfather wrote in 
the 40s. Stepping up to the mic 
was Diane, who read a passage 
from the book. 

Diane Neil 

Patrick Nee 

Jenny Margotta 

Patrick Nee read a passage from 
Jack London’s White Fang, followed 
by Jenny Margotta, who read from 
Sea Wolf, another favorite by Jack 
London. 

Those attending the Nov. 7th meeting enjoyed Thanksgiving 
desserts and a colorful holiday table setting by Sally Ortiz. 
She also donned her Native American costume for the cele-
bration. On display were new banners, a proclamation given 
by the Town of Apple Valley, and awards & recognitions for 
our Branches’ continued projects and programs. 

Program Dedicated to London 
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Dorothy C. Blakely 

The High Desert Branch was recently honored with a presentation by the Town of Apple Valley  of a procla-
mation “recognizing the Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project as a distinguished and worthy community educa-
tional endeavor, and proclaims the High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club is significantly contribut-
ing to the culture of the community, and enhancing the Town’s pursuit of A Better Way of Life.” 

The anthology of senior citizen memoirs written by high school students, “Let It Be Recorded… A Collection 
of Memoirs” is available on www.hdcwc.com or at amazon.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing left to right: Councilman Curt Emick, 2015 Project Director Mary Thompson, Mayor 

ProTem Larry Cusack,  HDCWC President Dwight Norris, Mayor Art Bishop, HDCWC Secre-

tary Naomi Ward, Councilwoman Barbara Stanton, AAE / DCB Coordinator Charlotte Wilmeth-

Street, Councilman Scott Nasif, and 2014 DCB Project Director Bob Isbill. 

AV Town Proclaims DCB Project  

as “distinguished, worthy” 

Retired Teachers' Take Role in Newest DCB Memoir Project 

 In case you have the notion that retirement involves little more than staying home and watching “The 
Price is Right” and “Judge Judy,” Division 74 member Mary Thompson offers this example of a very interest-
ing and enlivening activity in which she and other CalRTA members are involved. 

 Many Tumbleweed members are actively involved not only in CalRTA, but also in the High Desert 
Branch of the California Writers Club. These writers have teamed up with Academy for Academic Excellence 
in Apple Valley to teach memoir writing to Charlotte Wilmeth-Street’s 12th grade AP English class students. 

 The Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project began last year when the students selected “Memoir Stars,” 
seniors over 55, interviewed them, and then wrote a 3,500-word memoir. The stories were collected and pub-
lished in Let it be Recorded…A Collection of Memoirs (available on Amazon). 

 Imagine students’ surprise when the book was given to them at their Baccalaureate ceremony last 
June, and they realized they were going on to college as published authors! 

 This year’s senior AP class is doing it again. The CalRTA members involved are Barbara Badger, 
Evelyn Blocker, Linda Boruff, June Langer, Mary Langer Thompson, and Rita Wells. 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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Another life lesson 

by Winnie Rueff 

 

 

During the great Depression of the 1930s, my seven-
year-old sister and I saw a line of people receiving 
large bags of groceries outside our flat in Chicago. My 
mother told us they were "poor people" receiving food 
for Christmas. 

I thought about how pleased Mother would be if we 
brought home food for ourselves. I was eight-years-
old and suggested to my sister that it would be fun if 
we wore our oldest clothes and looked real sad, as I 
thought poor people would look while they stood in 
line waiting for food. 

The next day my sister and I stood with other people 
as each received a large grocery bag filled with ap-
ples, oranges, candy, nuts, and other goodies. Then 
we marched home triumphantly to show Mother. 

We did not get the happy reception we thought we 
would. Mother was aghast. She told us we should be 
ashamed of ourselves for taking food out of the 
mouths of people who truly needed it, and we must 
take back the bags. 

We cried and pleaded with her not to make us do that. 
We were so ashamed of ourselves. We had never 
missed a meal and did not need any of the food. We 
knew that deep in our hearts. It was a lesson in hon-
esty I will never forget. 

Perhaps the gifts of giving and humility were the best 

gifts I would receive that Christmas. 

AcademyGO will provide a 6-month limited mem-
bership gift certificate that must be presented at the 
time of the first appearance of the member at any 
AcademyGO event.  The certificate must be signed 
by the Treasurer or Board Chair of the club to be 
valid. The certificate is for 6-months limited mem-
bership and only for the named member on the cer-
tificate. 

Once presented, the 6-month membership begins.  
At the end of six months the member is free to join 
AcademyGO directly. Please refer to more details 
www.AcademyGO.com for membership benefits.  

Disclaimers: 

 Must be a current member in good standing 

of The High Desert Branch of the California 
Writer’s Club 

 Not a current member or inactive member of 

AcademyGO within the past 12 months 

 Not valid with any other discount/

membership offers and is non-transferable. 

By Debbie Cannon 

The option of any member to join or take part in the 
meetings and programs is their responsibility. 
HDCWC is promoting the resource center as an-
other value-added benefit of the writing community. 

          ~~ Rusty LaGrange, editor 

A new column called  

“Undercurrent” 
Will List Members Willing 

To Share Their Knowledge 

Writers need resources for a variety of situations in 
their novels, nonfiction or memoirs. We have “Subject 
Matter Experts” — SMEs right here in our branch 
membership. Do you have a skill, background in or 
professional affiliation that will be helpful to others? 
Look around you! We have retired teachers, scien-
tists, engineers, salespersons, specialists in fields 
that could offer SME insight to help your writing. Let 
me know and I’ll list your expertise and contact info. 

"Writing is not necessarily something to 
be ashamed of, but do it in private and 
wash your hands afterward." 

 -- Robert Heinlein  
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What You Missed from our  
  Writing Conference  
FEEDBACK FROM CONFERENCE 

I was thrilled to get lots of validation for methods 
I’m already using and receive information and in-
spiration on how to fill in blanks and pump up 
some slow spots. The other speakers were also 
helpful. I was disappointed that our own people 
(locals) had such a poor showing, but our present-
ers were great. 

   ~~~ Barbra Badger  

I like the convenience of having top notch present-
ers coming to the High Desert. They can see that 
we have a writing community here; we see some 
of the professionals that are often out of reach 
geographically and monetarily. Vogler, Robbins, 
and Robinson had new insights that I can use to-
day. I’ll sign up for next year. 

   ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Good info and the theater was comfortable. 

   ~~~ No name listed 

I got a lot for the price and the day went by much 
faster than I thought it would. Great speakers. 
Thank you.  

   ~~~ No name listed 

Now Accepting Applications  

For Winter 2015 Residencies 

  

Writing Between the Vines is now accepting applica-
tions for winter 2015 retreats. There are five retreat 
locations for 2015, three in California, one in Texas, 
and one in British Columbia, Canada. Residencies 
are provided at no charge to the writer.  

 New this season— a co-residency for collaborators 
in two locations—Tinhorn Creek in Canada and 
Inman Family Wines in Sonoma. To apply for a co-
residency writers must each submit their own appli-
cation and check co-residency on application form, 
then fill in names of collaborator or co-applicants. 

 All applications for Winter 2015 retreats must be re-
ceived by December 5th, 2015.  : http://
www.writingbetweenthevines.org/ 

 

 

 

Dear Loralie, 

I just came across this lost email from you. 

It seems that you believe having a poem 
printed in a small newsletter like ours is giv-
ing you publishing credits. I don't believe that 
is true. While our Central Board is reconsid-
ering what the word "published" truly 
means, I think it would be safe to say, those 
four poems I received from you and printed, 
are not "truly published yet." 

I think that the consideration of publica-

tion looks at the volume of readers and its 
wide spread audience. 

Less than a thousand readers in a limited 

regional area is not considered published, in 
my opinion. Free posting in a newsletter isn't 
either. (Especially when there is membership 
dues in place. Technically, all members are 
paying for the chance to read your poems. 
And that does not mean published in the 
fairest sense of the word.) If you publicly of-
fer a poem to a contest and win, then it is 
published; you have a poem that has gained 
some stature to it. Those small lit mags have 
wide appeal so it's hard to tell how many 
readers are enjoying that entry. 

All digital products should come under the 

same definition of published if the author is 
paid for his product in a digital magazine. 
Here's another dilemma that our digital age 
has created. 

What do you think?  Rusty L. 

http://www.writingbetweenthevines.org/
http://www.writingbetweenthevines.org/
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So, why now, you may ask yourself? Because the 
kids are gone to their new homes, time is running too 
fast, days are running too slow? No need for judg-
ment now. This is your time. Just pick up your favor-
ite ... well, any writing instrument, and find a cozy 
spot. Allow yourself to say goodbye to all the defen-
sive blockers in your life, your ineptitudes have van-
ished, and the day is quiet. You've held back for long 
enough. Today, just write. 

Sure, that's easy for me to say. Here's a few gems 
gleaned from the Internet and writing gurus across 
the blogosphere: 

1) Take on the writer within you with effervescent 
yet smaller steps. Allow yourself to mull over an idea 
from all sides. Write it down. Write several pages 
then stop and see what you've done. Not bad. Re-
ward yourself. The process of writing has many fac-
ets: an idea, the fleshing out, writing it down, scratch-
ing lines out, rewriting what we've written from a dif-
ferent angle. It's all the things you'll need to do -- and 
do often. 

 2) Avoid fixing things as you write. Sort of like 
baking a cake; don't peek or it will fall. Most new writ-
ers are timid in sharing what they write. They want 
everything perfect first. How can you be perfect be-
fore you finish the draft, or even the first chapter? 
These little tricks you play on yourself will only fall 
into the hands of the Muse who taunts you. Con-
stantly fixing things will bog down your creativity, 
slow your writing, and degrade the excitement of why 
you are finally writing. You must lock the Muse in the 
closet and write. 

 3) Use tools like the professionals do. Some like 
to outline to keep in step to a targeted end. Some 
like to "mindmap," feeling that this method works   

So step forward, 40 or 50 years, past the letter writ-
ing, the book reports, the attempt at polishing the 
resume, and a short stint at prosy poetry -- your rea-
son for writing is clear. It's because you want to.  

Some little germ of an idea has been festering for 
years. It could be that book — that little pearl of an 
idea growing ever so slowly. Your obstacles were 
ground into your brain like the creative juice it 
started from. One part inspiration and twenty parts 
condemnation does not equal creativity. 

Continued from Page 1 

The FEAR of Writing 

so much better than outlining and it will give you a 
more relaxed access to your inner thoughts. You are 
trying to extract the ideas and place them in a way 
that leads you onward.  You can Google mindmap-
ping for more details but what you do is take one or 
two key words or ideas, present them on blank paper, 
then allow your mind to free-flow with thoughts that 
are linked to these words. Write them down and circle 
them. Connect lines to a similar thought that grew 
from the main one.  

You can create fictional characters in this way, too. By 
starting with a name, then linking all her attributes that 
define her. Include the other characters who are re-
lated to her. Soon you'll have a collection of Cast 
Cards. You can refer to them to refresh your thoughts. 
I prefer to use index cards. I can write scenes on 
them, characters to them, and link ideas with them. 

4) Emulate your favorites. Print out a few pages of 
your favorite blogger, or rewrite several pages from a 
favorite book. They say that imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery so write daily for 30 to 60 minutes each 
day. Test your brain muscle. Put it through some 
paces that challenge it. The copy concept is easy: 
write regularly, practice from others but never claim 
others' work as your own. Practice will make the brain 
see the inner workings of sentence structure, use of 
adverbs, and strength of phrases connected by verbs.  

You will see a difference in your own writing that no 
English III book can cram into your brain. And face it, 
your young brain wasn't ready back then; now it is. 

I think that blogging and journaling have enjoyed a 
boost in quality writing due to the short form of it, and 
the need to be read. Only the better bloggers have a 
larger following based on quality and specific, focused 
interest. Usually blogging under 800 words, bloggers 
retain their readers' interest because they offer what a 
reader wants -- high quality, fast read. Finding that 
target audience is the tough part. 

5) Write a lot. There's not much to this. Just write. I 
admit that I'm wired to write. I started with poetry in 
fifth grade, then wrote short stories about my favorite 
TV characters. It wasn't called "fan fic" back then. On 
to college and writing obits for a local newspaper, 
then news articles flowed right into journalism. It was 
all practice, and I don't feel foolish having gone 
through those phases.  

You may not feel "writerly," as one author said, but 
you will feel more fulfilled knowing that your novel 
churning inside your head, spilled all over the floor, 
and now you have an excuse to pick it up, wring it out, 
and proceed to write. It's your turn. Come on! Be 
a writer. 
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Two years in the writing, "The Sixteenth Man" was Tom Sawyer's first novel  
(in 2001) after two decades in Hollywood, where as head writer on "Murder, 
She Wrote" he scripted 24 episodes and plotted some 80 more, collecting a 
cool $5 million in the process. Too many accomplishments to list here! 
 
He turned to prose fiction for a new challenge: "If I'm sure I can do some-
thing," Sawyer says, "the charm goes away." Writing a novel was "a tight-
rope act." Based on the Kennedy assassination and an archeology twist, 
two apparently parallel plots that gradually converge: "The Sixteenth Man" 
keeps the reader turning pages, all right.” says a book reviewer. 
 
After finishing his book, Sawyer started picking the brains of mystery-writing 
friends for tips on finding a publisher. What he learned 
was not encouraging: 
 
 "If I got an agent, and if the agent sold it, it would 
probably be 12 to 14 months before the book came 
out." After a few half-hearted attempts, he hooked up 

with iUniverse.com and had books in five months. 

 
To start off the new year with a bang, Sawyer is our 
guest speaker for January 10th general meeting. Invite 
a friend and learn from a writer who broke some of the 
rules to becoming published before it was called “self-
publishing.” 

Vineyard Retreats for Writers offers short-term residencies for writers on vineyard properties. Retreats vary 
in length from 5-7 days. There is no housing fee. Retreat lodging is provided free of charge, but all costs for 
meals, transportation, and other personal needs are the responsibility of the retreat recipient. 

 The primary function of the residency is to give the writer dedicated time and space to work in an inspiring 
vineyard environment. Special arrangements can be made for the writer-in-residence to participate in com-
munity events at the winery such as reading from existing work or a work in progress.  

CONTACT: 

Marcy Gordon, info@writingbetwenthevines.org and check the web site for more details & pricing: 

 http://www.writingbetweenthevines.org/ 

Writing Between the Vines 

Began in 1984, starring An-
gela Landsbury, and won 6 
Golden Globes 

Nominated for an Edgar Allen 
Poe Award in 1993 for an epi-
sode called “The Dead File.” 

2015 

Offered by Northern California Writers, the Expo is to 
be held  March 21-22 at the Hyatt Regency near the 
San Francisco Airport. 
  
This event is for ALL WRITERS - including: poets, 
novelists, cookbook authors, and screenwriters. It’s 
the only Expo that brings Hollywood to Northern Cali-
fornia. At the 2015 StoryTellers Expo, you’ll see the 
Emmy-nominated Head writer of “Everyone Loves 
Raymond,” Ellen Sandler, giving presentations and 
workshops for writers interested in adapting their sto-
ries for television and film.  Plus much more. 

For more information, www.StoryTellersExpo.com.  

Story Tellers Expo Returns 

Tom Sawyer: Murders He Wrote for TV Series 

Cross Purposes is Tom 
Sawyer's new mystery/thriller, 
the first in a series. 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

For January 

Tom Sawyer 

mailto:info@writingbetwenthevines.com
http://www.writingbetweenthevines.org/
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Within our local branch the So Cal representative 
is Anita Holmes. She and Rusty LaGrange will 
review all entries to the Showcase prior to sub-
mitting. Please don’t submit directly to the new 
web site. 

With seven active branches in the Southern dis-
trict, competition is stiff, and there is no guaran-
tee that your submissions will be published.  

Check out the different categories at 

http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com   

It’s a Showcase for all active members — enjoy! 

Contact: RustyL@Hughes.net to submit and type 
“Showcase” in the subject title. 

It’s Showcase time!  —  Submit Your Best 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS! 
 

On a cold, quiet, night, 
An eastern star shined bright, 
At the birthplace of our Lord. 

Old Bethlehem in Israel, the birthplace of our 
Lord. 

 
Three Wise Men traveled far, 
Bringing gifts, led by a star. 

To Bethlehem, old Bethlehem, 
The birthplace of our Lord. 

 
Listen to the angels sing, 

Honoring the newborn King. 
The Holy One of Israel, 

Who’ll save us all from hell,  
who’ll save us all from hell. 

 
Welcome baby Jesus, we love You! 

Welcome Christ the Savior, we worship You! 
Welcome Lord of Lords, we praise You! 
Welcome King of Kings, we serve You! 

 
Happy Birthday Jesus! 

Our Savior, Lord and King! 
Our Savior, Lord and King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 
 

          Written by Josephine Irena Sotomayer © 
 

       September 

                                            by Barbra Badger 

 

He always appears in September 

Stoically poised upon his perch 

His bright feathered chest glowing in the sun 

No, not this year, not September nor October did 
he come. 

My heart was aching for his unknown fate. 

My heart was breaking from his silence. 

Driven to desperation I stood on the concrete pad 

Raised my arms and called for him 

Pleaded out loud. 

‘Please come back, just so I know you are alive.” 

The next day, I was compelled to write my angst. 

I wrote about words which come easily  

and at that I wonder. 

But his presence was what I needed most and  

the thoughts merged together. 

November, 

the day after writing 

I happened to hear him call. 

Just one time—out of view 

I disbelieved 

And went inside 

To the huge window. 

I looked where he usually reigns 

He was soaring 

And so did I 

Back outside I ran to greet him with my joy 

He called again and I could clearly hear 

“I’m here. I’m here.” 

I wept and laughed and wept 

Our reverie in my heart is kept.  
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Watch For This 

Blue 

Publishing 

Icon 

It marks the lat-
est title from our 

authors 

New Title by Dwight Norris  

Johnny McCarthy: a Coal 
Miner’s Son, is the latest title 
published by our HDCWC 
President Dwight Norris. This 
time we follow the days leading 
up to a coal war in West Vir-
ginia. Although the story is 
based on a piece of history 
many of us never heard about, 
Norris’ research and passion for 
details makes you think you’re 
there among the dust, grit, and 
black film that surrounded their 
lives. The massacre that re-
sulted is riveting. 

~~Rusty LaGrange, editor 

Bestselling Books:The Gentleman Host: A Cruise 
Ship Nightmare, and My Name is Inferno: Somali 
pirates on a Caribbean cruise. 

Amazon's Dwight Norris Page 

~~~  Log on To MRMS for Your Friendly Database  ~~~ 

When was the last time you logged on to Member Record Management System (MRMS)? 

The HDCWC would encourage you to do so. It’s a member benefit, having access to other members’ email 
addresses and phone numbers as well as searching for like-minded writers. 

If you’ve forgotten your password, or need guidance to walking you through the sign-on, contact HDCWC 
Systems Administrator, Bob Isbill at risbill@aol.com. 

Give MRMS an update of your own current information also. The CWC Bulletin will soon be published, and 
this is the source of every member’s correct mailing address. 

So log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore this program through all the help available within the system. 

http://www.amazon.com/Dwight-Norris/e/B00J7XA7ZE/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1417299101&sr=1-2-ent
mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org
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Michael Raff re-
cently published 
his third book, 
entitled, Scare 
Tactics, a horror 
anthology, con-
sisting of eight 
stories of vari-
ous lengths and 
themes. In com-
parison to his 
last anthology, 
Seven: Tales of 
Terror, this collection 
has a much broader 
appeal and a reader 
does not have to be a 
horror fan to enjoy it. 
As always, there is an 
emphasis on sus-
pense, characteriza-
tion, humor, and yes 
of course . . . more 
than a few chills along 
the way. "Scare Tac-
tics" is available at 
Amazon.com directly, 
or via Michael's web 
site, 
www.mraffbooks.com. 

New Title by Michael Raff  

SCARE TACTICS 
Another shuddering horror anthology 

Miranda Howell clenched her fists and approached the door 
to the mailroom. Her hair appeared ruffled, her eyes red and wa-

tery. Perspiration had soaked through her blouse, her nylons 
were torn, and a black purse hung from her shoulder. She 
wore what resembled a Blue Tooth phone in her right ear. 
Taking a breath, she gazed at the business card clutched in 
her hand. "Last one . . . almost there." She shook her head. 
"Brahman . . . I hope to God you're wrong." 

She shuddered then wiped her forehead. The card slipped 
from her hand and drifted to the floor. She glanced at her 
watch. It was midnight, exactly. "Howell, 7167," she whis-
pered. 

The door opened and a blinding light flashed. Miranda 
shielded her eyes, inched inside and the door closed without a 
sound. The ceiling lights flickered as the corridor remained 
hushed. Then after a long, lingering moment, a single scream 
erupted.  

*** 

Stuart's coughing halted and his breathing stabilized. He 
wiped the tears from his eyes and took a heavy breath. Leaning 
against the counter, he peered into the sink. 

 A dark creature the size of a quarter floated about in a pool 
of green mucus. Stuart watched in astonishment as it struggled 
out of the fluid and rose to its feet. Eight slender legs protruded 
from an oval-shaped body. As it crawled, it started to grow – at an 
incredible rate. Stuart thought it resembled a spider or a scorpion, 
or maybe both.   

What the hell is that?  
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HDCWC Books 

RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor Notes From the Editor --- 
 

All I want for Christmas is all of my writing friends to be healthy, 
happy, and snuggling up with a copy of Jack London in Boyhood 
Adventures.  Now available at Amazon.com & our meetings. 

 

As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please.  

January’s deadline: Dec. 18th & February’s deadline: Jan. 23th. 

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.    

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
The Inkslinger is always available on our 
www.hdcwc.com Newsletter Page, includ-
ing archived back issues. Missed a copy 
or just want to check on the HDCWC 
past history? We've made it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

They’re   

Mindblowing! 

Writ
ers’

  

 
Salo

ns 
The adventures of a young Cali-
fornian boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Good food, good friends, good writing were all featured 
at the salon hosted by Mary Ruth Hughes on Nov. 2.  
She had cooked up a storm and presented us with quite 
a feast. Then we all shared some of our personal writ-
ings. If you haven't noticed, there are some terrific writ-
ers in our club. As good as that was, getting to know 
other members of the club better is probably the best 
part of each salon. A big shout out to Mary Ruth! 

Left to Right, rear: Clay Gullett, Roberta Smith, Greta Smith, Loralie Kay, 

Molly Jo Realy, Michael Raff. Front row: Andrea Willow, Mary Ruth Hughes. 

Copyright © 2014 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. CWC Branch The Inkslinger newsletter 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

