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Inspiration Fuels Branch Projects 

  DEC  2013 

W 
e will have as our speaker Aura Imbarus, 

Ph.D. speaking to us about her novel, 

Out of the Transylvania Night. She comes 

highly recommended. When I spoke to her on the 

phone, she 

asked me if I 

wanted her to 

speak to us 

about public-

ity, or market-

ing, or the 

mysteries of 

Transylvania.  

Now at first I'm thinking, Transylvania, Transylvania. 

Hmm, a mystical fantasyland like Atlantis, right? 

Well, I know better now, so I'm glad I asked her to tell 

us about the mysteries of her former home, along 

with the writing of her book. This should be a memo-

rable meeting.   --Dwight Norris 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I 
 love this branch of the California Writers Club. 

I love the people who have the courage to ex-

press the emotions that stir within their hearts, 

and those who share the thoughts in their minds. 

Writers of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, science fiction, 

memoir, yes, and even horror. We have all of that in 

our club. Isn't that amazing? And I love the people 

who never give up, but just 

keep plugging away. And I am 

thankful for those who teach, 

and reach out, and inspire oth-

ers. What a great collection of 

people we have! We are mak-

ing a real difference in the lives 

of people in our schools, the 

prison, and in our community, 

and to me, that's what it's all about. 

 So as the day approaches for our monthly 

meeting, I get excited, because I get to mingle with 

you, listen to you, and talk with you. I get to where 

I'm craving the association with like-minded people 

that I admire so much. To me, it's nurturing and in-

spiring. I hope you feel the same way. And, I hope 

you'll come to our meeting on Saturday, December 

14th, 10:00 A.M. at the Apple Valley Library.  

 Aura Imbarus, PhD, is our speaker talking 

about her book, "Out of the Transylvania Night" and 

the mysteries of Transylvania and her experiences 

that led up to this book.  

 And afterwards, we have our Christmas lunch 

and gift exchange at DiNapoli's Italian Restaurant. I'm 

expecting this to be a very neat day! Neat? (Neat = 

Cool). See you Saturday! Just come!   ~~~ Dwight 

Out of the Transylvania Night 

Imbarus to Speak on Tyranny,  

Freedom, Love, & Identity 
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What you missed... 

So many of us today have 

aspirations to write memoirs. 

There are so many stories 

that need to be told.  

Laura Hoopes was our 

Guest Speaker  Saturday, 

Nov 9, and spoke on the 

topic, "Seven Surprises for Memoir Writers." Her memoir is 

titled: Through the Spiral Staircase.  

Laura earned a certificate in Creative Writing from UCLA 

Extension and an MFA in Fiction from San Diego State Uni-

versity. She is the immediate past president of CWC-Inland 

Empire and a Pomona College Professor.  

Laura Hoopes:  

Memoir Writer 

Holiday Lunch & Gift Exchange 

Also, immediately after the meeting, we will go 

over to DiNapoli's Italian Restaurant in the 

strip center by Maxwell's over at Hwy 18 and 

Apple Valley Rd. There we will enjoy lunch 

together and have a gift exchange.  

Participation in the gift exchange is voluntary, 

so you can come to the luncheon without 

bringing a gift.  

But if you bring one, you will put yours into the 

collection and take one of your choosing. We 

suggest a maximum price of $20. This is a 

pay-for-your-own-plate luncheon. 

     In its ongoing effort to encourage memoir writing, 
the High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club 
hosted guest speaker, author James Brown, at a spe-
cial memoir meeting held at the Hesperia Branch Li-
brary on Tuesday, November 12 from 2:30 to 3:45 
p.m.. 
     Brown has written two critically acclaimed mem-
oirs:  The Los Angeles Diaries and This River, as well 
as other award winning novels.  Brown received the 
Nelson Algren award for Short Fiction, a National En-
dowment for the Arts Fellowship in fiction writing and 
a Chesterfield Film Writing Fellowship from Universal/
Amblin Entertainment. He was a Visiting Fellow at the 
Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference. James Brown is a 
professor at California State University in San Bernar-
dino, and lives with his family in Lake Arrowhead. 
      He read excerpts from his memoir, This River, and 
fielded questions and answers from the public who 
attended. Earlier on the same day, Jim spoke to our 
Advanced Placement students at the Academy for 
Academic Excellence as part of the Dorothy C. 
Blakely Memoir Project.      

You’re Invited — 

JAMES BROWN 
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Born and raised in Sibiu/Hermannstadt, Romania – 

or more precisely in ―Dracula’s country Transylvania,

— Ms. Imbarus attended Lucian Blaga University, 

earning an MA degree in American and British Stud-

ies as well a Ph.D. in Philology with the distinction 

Cum Laude. From 1990 to 1997, she worked as a 

journalist for Radio Contact, The National Journal, 

and Gallup Poll in Sibiu, Romania.  

In 1997, Aura immigrated to Los Angeles, where she 

continued her education at UCLA and began her 

teaching career both as a high school and college 

professor. She spends her mornings at West High 

School, a designated California Distinguished School 

and her nights at LA Harbor College and El Camino 

College in South Bay.  

She is also a motivational speaker, who appeared on 

numerous TV (NBC, ABC, CBS) and radio shows, 

and has presented to Rotary Clubs all across Califor-

nia and in Transylvania, Romania. . 

 Aura is a member of the American-Romanian Acad-

emy of Science and Arts, ARA, and is actively in-

volved in RAPN (Romanian American Professional 

Network) as well as Eurocircle, a professional net-

working organization with over 60,000 members of 

European origins.  

She is also a mentor for Scott L. Schwartz Children’s 

Foundation and Blue Heron Foundation, non-profit 

and professional organizations whose mission is to 

help children who battle cancer, and sponsors Ro-

manian orphans.  

Aura’s other interests include: hypnosis, hypnother-

apy, Positive Psychology, reading, painting, skiing, 

ice-skating, hiking, beach volleyball, and traveling the 

world. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Continued from Page 1 

Currently Aura is working on her Hypnosis and 

Hypnotherapy Certification, EFT - Emotional Free-

dom Technique Certification, and she is writing a 

book on Beliefs and Positive Psychology.  

―I want to live life to the fullest," says Aura, "and in 

the process, to help others along the way. I want to 

squeeze out each and every moment of life, and 

use to the maximum. Every day has the potential of 

a lifetime." 

BREAKING  

NEWS 

Don't get your book pulled from Amazon! The ba-

sic idea is that if you previously selected a title for 

your book that duplicates a famous book (e.g. 

Gone With the Wind for a book about flying a kite, 

or used tags/keywords in your Amazon.com 

(CreateSpace and/or Kindle Direct Publishing) 

book description that included an author's name or 

somebody else's book title, please go to your CS 

or KDP dashboard and change that now. Accord-

ing to Lynne Spreen, Amazon has changed its 

policies and this could get your book pulled from 

the shelves without warning. Get the full story 

from Penny Sansevieri at 

www.amarketingexpert.com/amazon-making-big-

changes-authors-beware/ 

This may not be that new but it’s worth know-

ing about as a writer, author with books on 

Amazon, and up-coming authors who think 

that having a clever book title will get them 

attention. Being too clever could get you into 

trouble. Read on ... 
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CLUB MEMBER COMMUNITY 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you are a member of the HDCWC and 

have a writing-related event you'd like an-

nounced, please send to HDCWC-

web@yahoo.com so that it can be shared. 

 

Review of  

The Art of War for Writers 

by 

Mary Langer Thompson 

 This title by James Scott Bell, seen in ads, 

intrigued me for a couple of years. So when I heard 

during our HATM conference that Bell is the author, 

of course I had to buy the book. 

 Bell took his inspiration from Sun Tzu’s fa-

mous The Art of War. The Chinese general ex-

plained principles to prepare for actual battle. Bell’s 

objective is to provide a full manual to help us get 

around the sometimes hostile route to publication. 

He covers three main areas:  ―Reconnaissance,‖ or 

how to have mental discipline; ―Tactics,‖ or craft to 

go deeper; and ―Strategy,‖ which encourages tak-

ing a strategic career view. 

 The author takes this philosophy about 

books on writing: If we can take away just one thing 

of value, it’s worth it. The following is what I took 

away from each of his sections. 

 Reconnaissance:  ―Write a quota of words 

every week.‖ Many suggest a daily quota, but life 

intervenes. If writers set the quota for the week and 

something comes up, you can write the next day 

and still reach your goal. The number of words 

should be recorded in a journal. 

 Tactics: ―Write hot, revise cool.‖ How? If 

you want to write about a character’s wild hair, 

write for five minutes without stopping. Then, go 

back and find the good parts and edit. Take a 

break to think about your main character. Are you 

starting to care enough about him or her to believe 

his or her story has to be written? Read and learn 

what Bell means about the two levels of story, 

Outer and Inner, and how to emotionally bond your 

reader to your main character. Learn what he 

means by ―Pet the dog.‖ Learn how to ―flip the obvi-

ous.‖ Learn to do a ―freaky‖ and ―fun‖ voice journal, 

the fastest way to build a character. Learn why  

characters should never say, ―I 

love you,‖ and why they should 

never just sit and think. Learn 

about the ―Q factor‖ and 

―progressive revelation‖ and 

how to play with dialogue to 

create scenes. There’s even a 

chapter on how to write comedy 

(consider ―trivial tragedy‖). What is the Spencer Tracy 

secret?  Learn the difference between "back story" 

and "back dumping." Are you an ―NOP‖ or an ―OP‖?  

How do you handle POV, the mark of an expert 

writer? 

 Strategy: Do something every day toward your 

goal once you set it. Don’t forget to take a writing 

―Sabbath.‖ Bell discusses when and when not to get 

an agent, how to write a query letter, and how to be-

have at a writer’s conference (I think we all behaved 

well!)  In this section, Bell wants to help you increase 

your odds of success. He gives tips on networking 

following ―the law of reciprocity.‖ In this section you 

will learn about how to find and approach an agent 

and advice if you decide to go without one, how to 

write a killer proposal and query letter, logline, and 

synopsis. He also tells how to handle rejection, which 

is inevitable.  

 Bell ends with a pep talk so that if you are be-

coming discouraged you can read it and keep writing. 

This is a book I’ll refer to again and again, and one I 

believe you’ll want in your writer’s library. If you didn’t 

buy it at the conference, it is available through 

Writer’s Digest Books.  

mailto:hdcwc-web@yahoo.com
mailto:hdcwc-web@yahoo.com
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News You Can Use 

     As earlier reported, you have an opportunity to 
submit any variety of entries to the new Showcase 
web site. However, your submissions must go 
through our local branch first. 

 

     If you wish to submit items to our new South Divi-
sion web site and be posted for about three weeks, 
three things you must do: 

 

      Be sure to check all of the rules and manu-

script layout guides prior to submitting to our 
branch, we will then forward the manuscript to 
the Showcase. 

      Anything that is submitted to the Showcase 

must be vetted by the branch, submitted through 
the branch, and the writers of these submissions 
must be members of our HD CWC branch. 

      Categories are Essays and Nonfiction, Short 

Fiction, Memoir, Poetry, News, Interviews, A 
Writer’s Life, and Craft. Please see the website 
and read the current posts for category descrip-
tions and a feel for what they will use. Maximum 
length for a piece is 500 words (shorter for 
News). If you really have to write longer, they will 
consider a serialized piece, two installments of 
500 words (or fewer) each.  

 

     When submitting entries to our representative, 
Anita Holmes, be sure to put ―Writers Showcase‖ in 
the Subject Line of your email.  

Mail to: AnitaHolmes@Outlook.com  

CWC South ‘Showcase’  

Open for Members 

HD CWC Participates in  

“Stop the Violence  

Against Children Day” 

          At the invitation of the Education Department at 
the Bureau of Prisons, Federal Correctional Com-
plex, four members of the HD CWC responded as 
volunteers to read to children of incarcerated men in 
a special program in two of the institutions located at 
the facility.  

     Mike Brewer, Mary Langer Thompson, Jenny 
Margotta, and Bob Isbill went to the FCC on Sunday, 
December 1st to take part in the event and support 
the newly instigated project. The event is coordinated 
by Champions of Change, Champions For the Chil-
dren of Incarcerated Parents. 

Help Wanted: Dorothy C. Blakely  

Memoir Project Critique Phase 

The final class on ―Dialogue‖ to be taught by Jenny 

Margotta on December 10th to the Advanced Place-

ment students at the Academy for Academic Excel-

lence will conclude the instructional phase of the 

Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project. The students will 

conclude their interviews with their ―Memoir 

Stars‖ (the subjects of their stories) in December and 

January, and turn in their first drafts to Charlotte Wil-

meth-Street, the DCB contact and coordinator at the 

school, on January 31, 2014. 

During the month of February, our HD CWC mem-

bers will read and critique those stories and return 

them to the students for consideration and/or re-write 

on March 1st.   

It is during the month of February that we are seek-

ing participation of our Branch members to give of 

your time and talent in helping us accomplish this 

part of the project.  The submissions will be in hard 

copy from 3,000 to 4,000 words in length.  We are 

asking our volunteers to read and critique three sub-

missions, and we’ll need 35 members to help;  

Continued from first column ~~ 

more are welcome, but we need 35. 

Those volunteers will be recognized in the upcoming 

Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project anthology to be 

published by the HD CWC by June 1, 2014.  

Please contact Bob Isbill if you are able to volunteer. 

Risbill@aol.com or call 760.221.6367. 
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―You never have to change anything you got up  

in the middle of the night to write.‖  

― Saul Bellow 

QUOTES TO COVET    

"The Perfect Position" 
by Dude B. Anonymous 

 

*"My first job was working in an orange juice factory, 

but I got canned ... couldn't concentrate. 

*Then I worked in the woods as a lumberjack, but I just 

couldn't hack it, so they gave me the ax. 

*After that I tried to be a tailor, but I just wasn't suited 

for it. Mainly because it was a so-so job. 

*Next I tried working in a muffler factory but that was 

exhausting. 

*I wanted to be a barber, but I just couldn't cut it. 

*Then I tried to be a chef -- figured it would add a little 

spice to my life but I just didn't have the thyme. 

*Finally, I attempted to be a deli worker, but any way I 

sliced it, I couldn't cut the mustard. 

*My best job was being a musician, but eventually I 

found I wasn't noteworthy. 

*I studied a long time to become a doctor, but I didn't 

have any patients. 

*Next was a job in a shoe factory; I tried but I just didn't 

fit in. 

*I became a professional fisherman, but discovered that 

I couldn't live on my net income. 

*Thought about becoming a witch, so I tried that for a 

spell. 

*I managed to get a good job working for a pool mainte-

nance company, but the work was just too draining. 

*I got a job at a zoo feeding giraffes but I was fired be-

cause I wasn't up to it. 

*So then I got a job in a gymnasium (work-out-center), 

but they said I wasn't fit for the job. 

*Next, I found being an electrician interesting, but the 

work was shocking. 

*After many years of trying to find steady work I finally 

got a job as a historian until I realized there was no fu-

ture in it. 

*My last job was working at Starbucks, but I had to quit 

because it was always the same old grind.  

So I RETIRED and I found I am a PERFECT FIT for 

the job!" 

―You have to write the book that wants to be 

written. And if the book will be too difficult for 

grown-ups, then you write it for children.‖  

― Madeleine L'Engle 

When you dream in color, it's a pigment of 

your imagination. 

 

DOG GONE FUNNY 

CHRISTMAS 

 

I made myself a snowball, 
As perfect as could be, 

I thought I’d keep it as a pet, 
And let it sleep with me. 
I made it some pajamas, 
And a pillow for its head, 

Then last night it ran away, 

But first – it wet the bed! 

 

—Internet 
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RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor 
Notes From the Editor --- 
 

Well I can say that we’ve wrapped up an energetic and humanitarian-
focused year with new projects, new members, and new venues. Can’t 
wait to see what we come up with next year. Just seeing the guest 
speaker ahead, and knowing an anthology of student works will be 
printed, marks quite an inspirational year to come. 

 

When submitting articles and stories:  use Arial Font, 11-point type, no 
need to double-space. Attach photos and / or submissions to your email. 
Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your emails.  

 New Deadline: 23rd of each month.  

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.   

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

IN THIS AWARD-WINNING TOUCHING, AND LAUGH-OUT-LOUD, memoir, 

Dodie Cross takes us on a not-to-be-forgotten ride as a newlywed expatriate 

in Thailand as she tries to settle into her new home and a life full of unforeseen 

challenges. Her problems in this exotic land begin as she tries to learn the 

subtleties of the eastern squat toilet; escapes a near fatal accident on the 

deadly Sukhumvit Highway; and suffers the final insult—bladder surgery by an 

inscrutable Thai doctor who decides to restore her virginity.   

Dodie is an award-winning freelance writer who has traveled the world writing 
about her life in foreign countries. She spends her time between Palm De-
sert, CA. and traveling. Look for her next book:  A Broad Abroad in Iran: An 

Expat’s Misadventures In the Land of Male Dominance.  

Speaker’s Spotlight 
Joining us in the new year is Dodie Cross, a humor 

memoirist from Palm Desert, CA., who will be our 

first guest speaker, Jan. 11th, in a list of awesome 

talent. Her long list of credits and awards will no 

doubt be tickling our creative bones. Be ready to 

laugh. Do not stifle a giggle but be sure to hang on 

for an adventure. 

AWARDS:  A Broad Abroad has won FIRST PLACE in the NATIONAL INDIE EXCELLENCE BOOK 

AWARDS in the Autobiography/Memoir Category, and placed as a FINALIST in the Humor Category.  A 

Broad Abroad also was named as a FINALIST in FOREWORD MAGAZINE’S BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 

in the Humor Category. 

Coming  

 January 

11th 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
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Books                   

 
 

 
 

 

Personal 

 

Want to advertise in the Jan., February, 

March 2014 issues of the Inkslinger?  

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                               $80 

 

Submit your ad along with payment to 
Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) 
by December 14, 2013. Provide them at 

the HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 

Services 

 

Should you make a purchase 
based on an ad found in the Ink-

slinger, please let the seller know. 

 


