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  NOV. 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKERS 

Continued on Page 2 

IT’S YOU !! 
Take this moment to share your 
recent book, poem, or project. 
Only members will take front and 
center to gain some practice pitch-
ing their books, fine-tuning their 
“elevator pitch”, or feeling how it is 
to promote a first-time novel to a 
live audience. 

Be sure to contact President 
Dwight Norris to secure your time 

on the schedule. With so many of 
us being self-published today, 
you’ll see the best of what High 
Desert has to offer. 

WHY IT’S ESSENTIAL FOR BRANCHES TO GROW  

by Bob Isbill  

I n the words of Dara Marks, author of Inside 
Story: The Transformational Arc, there is 

nothing in the universe that is static. We are ei-
ther growing towards something (life) or resisting 
growth, going towards decay and death.  
 

T hat is true not only of your protagonist, but 
also of an organization or a writers club. 

Sadly, our members, like other friends, drop out, 
move away, stop meeting with us — it’s life’s 
process. We consider ourselves lucky if we can 
count on one hand the number of real friends 
we’ve cultivated. We do not need to abandon the 
familiar and the loyal in order to enlarge our rela-
tionships and embrace new ones. We have the 
obligation to tell other people about our club.  
 

M any people have no idea that every second 
Saturday of every month, a hundred year 

old writers club meets in Apple Valley! They 
need to know that. Just take, for example, the 
latest guests who have joined our club. Each 
and every one has a separate and interesting 
background to bring to the High Desert Branch 
of the CWC.  
 

T hink about it. Do you have a friend who 
seems interested in writing but just needs a 

boost? A friendly nudge? 

T hat’s how we recreate ourselves and de-
velop the quality of our meetings and our 

structure. Writers, overall, are pretty great peo-
ple!  

Point of View 

W hen was the last time you invited one? Tell 
them about www.hdcwc.com and look at 

our events, past and future.  
 

Q uality guest speakers like to speak to big 
groups. Attendance reflects vitality of the 

branch, and excites those who come to hear 
about us. Increased membership also increases 
networking opportunities to meet and learn from 
those who can and will help us.  
 

W e have a larger responsibility than just in-
creasing the numbers and populating our 

gatherings with lots of people; we have a sizable 
message to send to our fellow writers and the 
community: We are here!  

(reprinted from September 2011 Inkslinger 

OPEN  

MIC 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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HDCWC will continue holding its fu-
ture meetings from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Community Church at Jess 
Ranch located at 11537 Apple Valley 
Road. Our next meeting is Septem-
ber 12th. 

Directions to the Church’s meeting 
room: the Church is located on Apple 
Valley Rd. less than a mile south of 
Bear Valley Rd., past Town Center 
Drive, on the right-hand side. It’s one 
of the first large buildings in the Jess 
Ranch complex and has the first 
driveway access off the road. 

  

   ~~The Editor 

HD CWC  Meets at Jess Ranch The HDCWC will be making available a list of mentors who will 

take authors, one-on-one, who are ready to launch their book. 

There are at least a dozen ways the mentor will be able to help. 

And the branch will stand behind the effort by making space 

available on our website, posting an article in our newsletter, The 

Inkslinger, posting information on the club’s Facebook page, 

making available a 15% discount if the author wants to place an 

ad in the Daily Press, and many other methods.  

 

We don’t know of another branch of the California Writers Club 

that supports its writers in this way. It is another reason, of many, 

to be a part of the HDCWC, if you wish to seriously promote your 

work and succeed as a writer. Whether you are an experienced 

writer and have been through this process before, or are a newer 

writer looking for some guidance, watch for more information at 

our September 12th meeting to get a complete picture of this advi-

sory program. 

                       ~~ Dwight Norris 

 
LITERARY  

AMBASSADORS Meeting Reminder: 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

This will be a great meeting, catching up with the work that 
many of our members have produced, and even meeting some 
new members. Somebody remember to bring some buyers. I'd 
hate for all the sellers to be sitting there looking at one another 

when it comes time to sell books. 

Open mic time is a members only affair, of course. The follow-
ing have indicated they'd like some time for a short presenta-
tion: Freddi Gold, Jenny Margotta, Sierra Donovan, Marilyn Ra-
mirez, Michael Raff, Susan Bird (new member), Diane Neil (if 
she's feeling well enough), Bobi Sullivan, Jeanne Newcomer, 
Ivan Summers, Cliff Walker, Roberta Smith, Suzanne Holbrook, 
Evelyn Blocker, Mary Langer Thompson and her group, the Po-

emsmiths. 

To sell books at our open mic, Nov 14th meeting, you will need 
to have a current California Sales Tax License on file with our 
Treasurer, Jenny Margotta. If you are not sure if you have one, 
contact her and she will verify it for you. Her email is jenny-
margotta@mail.com. She can also show you how to get one if 

you need to.        ~~ Dwight Norris 

A Final Reminder For Writers;  

Open Mic Meeting Nov. 14th This is also a good time to shop for holiday 
book gifts while many of the authors have 
reduced rates or can offer personalized 
autographs.  

The microphone can also be one of the first 
stumbling blocks to creating a polished 
presentation. Use this time to hone your 
microphone skills when speaking live. 

Are you new to marketing? Be sure to 
check out the themes and layouts of your 
peers as they offer their books for sale. 

mailto:jennymargotta@mail.com
mailto:jennymargotta@mail.com
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Do you clean your own gutters? Change the oil in your own car? Bake every 
birthday cake from scratch? I’m guessing you don’t do many — if any — of these 
things. And you shouldn’t proofread, either. 

Proofreading is a specialized job requiring someone with talent and training. 
I’m not a natural proofreader myself, but I know how to hire excellent ones. They should cost about $40/hour. 

But if I must proofread, I can do it using the following tricks. You can use them, too: 

(1) Allow some time to pass after you finish writing/editing and before you start proofreading. We all 
make unconscious mistakes and they are hard to spot because our brains “fill in” the correct word. You may 
have meant to write trickier but somehow it came out as tricker. The trouble is, if you’re familiar with the 
story, you eye will glide right by the error. If you take a break, however, you’re far more likely to catch the 
problem. 

(2) Print out your text and proofread on paper. In part, because using a computer shines a light in our 
eyes, we all read material onscreen much more quickly and less carefully than we do in print. Try to print out 
your work before proofing it. 

(3) If there is some reason that prevents you from printing, use a distinctive typeface and dramatically in-

crease the point size before proofing. When I am forced to proof onscreen, I like to use Papyrus or Canda-

ra18 point – this makes it easier to spot errors. 

(4) Pay particular attention to names (people, books, movies, songs), addresses, titles, and dates. Be 
aware that the single most common mistake is to mismatch days with dates. (For example: saying Monday, 
Feb 12, when in fact it is Tuesday, Feb 12.) 

(5) Start at the end. Professional proofreaders often read at least once backwards. No, I don’t mean they 
read the words backwards. I mean, they read the last sentence first. Then the second last sentence, then the 
third last sentence…until they work their way back to the beginning. This forces them to read each sentence 
in isolation – breaking the familiarity with the piece that might cause them to miss errors. 

(6) Put a ruler under each line as you read the text. This forces you to work much more slowly and stops 
your eye from jumping ahead to the next line. 

(7) Consider what you might have left out. For instance, if the piece requires an RSVP, it needs a phone 
number or e-mail address to which someone can respond. It should also have the date of the event and an 
address. 

(8) Make a list of your own common spelling or grammar errors and check for those specifically. (Do you 
mix “affect” and “effect” for example?) 

(9) Read your work aloud at least once. You’ll catch a lot more errors this way. 

— See more at: http://www.publicationcoach.com 

Become a Better Proofreader 
9 Pointers from Daphne Gray-Grant 

from the Publication Coach.com 
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At first our attending mem-
bers were a bit confused 
who this international clown 
was that Bonnie was trying 
to explain about.  

But once she showed a life-
time of early film clips of her famous father 
capering around a three-ring circus, then 
we all came to get a better understanding. 

What You Missed 

Text & Photos 
by Rusty  

LaGrange 

Bonnie Barnett 

Bobo’s Daughter 

Bonnie never really knew her father until later in life when she tracked him 
down. The traveling circus life was hard on a young family, and even harder 
when Bobo’s wife was beginning to get top billing when she joined the clown 
cavalcade as one of the first female clowns. The family broke apart. 

Bonnie found, as an adult, that it was much harder to forgive her father’s dis-
tance in their relationship only after she learned more about his circus life, his 
friends, and how his influence across all countries made him an international 
celebrity. 

She is currently gathering memorabilia from several sources plus her own to 
create a museum collection. 

She also informed us that she is still the owner of the tiny metal clown car that 
Bobo used throughout his career that amazed thousands of circus audiences. 
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World War II veteran Aubrey Burke shown 

here in a video interview conducted by 

Mike and Ryan Brewer for the Library of 

Congress project to capture stories of vet-

erans which the HDCWC recently partici-

pated in with two other nonprofit organiza-

tions, Pointman Ministries and the Orenda 

Foundation. Burke will be presented with a 

DVD copy of his interview on Saturday in 

honor of Veteran's Day.  

Photo by Videographer Ryan Brewer. 

Vet Honored With Library of Congress DVD Interview 

The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club's TV and 
screenwriting group, the “Reel Writers,” will host the co-chairman 
of the High Desert Film Alliance on Monday evening, November 
16, from 6 to 7:30 pm at the Hesperia Library, 9650 7

th
 Avenue in 

Hesperia. The public is invited and there is no charge for admis-
sion to the meeting. 

Joshua Addante, Cinematographer graduate of the New York Film 
Academy in Hollywood, California, also holds an Associate of Fine 
Arts in Film Making. His topic will be “Screenwriting 101.” 

Addante and his wife, Tiffany, opened their own production com-
pany, "Puddle Pirate Productions," -- a name that comes from his 
time serving in the US Coast Guard. 

Addante wrote and directed his first feature film, “SuperFans,” in 
2012. He did a pitch to NBC with his TV pilot, “Doctor K.” “Dry 
Well” is the first movie Addante will write with his wife. Tiffany and 
Josh Addante share a passion for movie-making, and co-chair the 
High Desert Film Alliance. One of their goals is to bring more film-
ing to the region. The group is a volunteer association of profes-
sional and aspiring crew members and filmmakers located in the 
Victor Valley and San Bernardino areas, and is affiliated with the 
Inland Empire Film Commission.  

HDCWC “Reel Writers” Meet to Feature Cinematographer at Hesperia Library 

Joshua Addante 

Monday 

Nov. 16th 

6-7:30 pm 
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Chris Lynch 

“Howl at the Moon” Writers’ Conference #5 

November 7th   

 Students under 23 years of age with an active full-schedule only $25. 

 $50 per person at the door 

James Woody Community Room  
in Apple Valley on Navajo Road.  

 Bring a Lunch or Dine Out 
Sponsored by High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

Aaron Gansky 

Local Teacher Tapped for HDCWC Writers' Conference 

 The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club announced that Aaron Gansky, a local author 
and teacher has been chosen to replace Dr. Rachel Ballon as keynote speaker for its fifth annual writers' 
conference on Saturday, November 7.  

 Aaron Gansky is an author, novelist, editor, mentor, teacher, and pod-
cast host. In 2009, he earned his M.F.A in Fiction at the prestigious Antioch 
University of Los Angeles, one of the top five low-residency writing schools in 
the nation. Prior to that, he attained his Bachelor of Arts degree in English with 
an emphasis in Creative Writing. 

 His first novel The Bargain (Lighthouse Publishing of the Carolinas) 
was released in December of 2013. He has written two books on the craft of 
writing fiction; Firsts in Fiction: First Lines and Write to Be Heard (with Diane 
Sherlock). . 

 As a Creative Writing teacher in the High Desert, he brings his expertise on the craft to several writ-
ing conferences around America where he speaks on a variety of topics.  

 In 2009, he began an online literary journal to publish poetry and flash fiction. Since that time, The 
Citron Review has grown in reputation and prestige. It is now one of the premier publishers of the Internet’s 
best flash fiction, poetry, and non-fiction. 

 The HDCWC “Howl at the Moon” Writers' Conference will be held from 8:30 to 4:30 at the James 
Woody Community Center 13467 Navajo Road in Apple Valley. The conference will also feature an intensive 
workshop by Christopher Lynch on self-publishing versus traditional, and go into details that will demystify 
and clarify the world of publishing. 

 Admission at the door is $50 and students $25. For more information,  

call (760)221-6367 or visit www.hdcwc.com. 

tel:%28760%29221-6367
http://www.hdcwc.com
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F 
rom the earliest cave drawings, there had to be an art critic 
standing closely behind the artist while making a comment. 
Step forward a thousand years and the concept of art be-

ing analyzed favorably by a critic took on the shape of poetic ex-
pression to "speak out" from what the artist had accomplished. An 
"Ekphrastic" poem was created. 

 

An Ekphrastic poem is a vivid description of a 
scene or, more commonly, a work of art. Through 
the imaginative act of narrating and reflecting on 
the “action” of a painting or sculpture, the poet may 
amplify and expand its meaning. 

 

A poetry workshop, focusing on this poem form, was recently held at Hi-
Desert Oasis Used Bookstore in Apple Valley. Mary Langer Thompson led 
the workshop and helped those attending to understand how this poem form 
was an extension of the art world as early as the 1700s. Mary is California's 
State Senior Poet Laureate of 2012, a member of High Desert branch, and a 
retired teacher and administrator. 

LOOK IN THE BULLETIN FOR THE REST OF THE STORY >>>> 

An Inside Look at an Ekphrastic  

      Poetry Workshop 

What type of emotion or 

story does this portrait by 

Renoir evoke in you? 

Photos & Story  

by Rusty LaGrange 

So, the Nov 14th HDCWC meeting will be open 
mic, meaning any member who wants to can have 
some time at the microphone sharing information 
about yourself, your writing, reading excerpts, ba-
sically whatever you'd like to do. 

It's a great opportunity to help the rest of the club 
get to know you and your work better. So please, 
reply to me at this email address (below), and let 
me know the title of your work, and what you'd 
like to do. How much time you'll get will depend 
on how many participants we have. We'll have a 
diverse program that will help all of us get to 
know each other better.  

You'll also have the opportunity to sell your 
books. Let me know if you want to do that.  And 
invite your friends, because if all of us are sellers, 
it will be difficult to find any buyers. BRING SOME 
POTENTIAL BUYERS! 

Grizz Serenaded Us at Open Mic Last Year — What’s Up for this Year? 

Grizz Elder wrote tune and lyrics parody 

Here’s More About Our Next Meeting: 

HDCWCPresidentDNorris@gmail.com 
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News You Can Use —- Holiday Luncheon/Party  

Another of our Writers Posting  

On Local Newspaper Web 

Mike Brewer has secured a blog posting spot on 
the Desert Post News online blog. He’ll be shar-
ing Veteran new as well as “critical” news topics. 

To all members of the HDCWC — You’re 
Invited!! 

 We are planning an extremely Fun and 
Enjoyable lunch/party following our DE-
CEMBER 12 meeting! 

 Whatever you do, SAVE THE DATE! 

 You won't want to miss this really neat 
celebration of the holidays and our High 
Desert Branch! 

 From 12:30 to 3:00 pm on  

Saturday, December 12th,  

following our meeting. 

 Exciting location to be revealed later..... 
More complete details to be announced at 
our November 14 meeting, so be sure to 
come!  Members of the California Writers Club, 

High Desert Branch and staff of the Academy for 
Academic Excellence were recently presented 
with a plaque commemorating the 2015 Dorothy 
C. Blakely Memoir Project as “significantly con-
tributing to the culture of the community and en-
hancing the Town's pursuit of a Better Way of 
Life.” 

 The Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project 
was designed to memorialize stories of senior 
citizens by teaching memoir writing to local high 
school students who then paired up with mem-
bers of the older generation to write a 3,000 to 
4,000 word story about their lives. The stories 
were then critiqued by members of the HDCWC 
and revised by the students who then submitted 
them for inclusion in the 2015 anthology, All Our 
Yesterdays.   

 The California Writers Club presented the 
four best student-writers with scholarships, and 
upon graduation twenty students became pub-
lished authors. The book and the 2014 anthology, 
It Shall Be Recorded... A Collection of Memoirs 
are available at amazon.com. 

For more information, visit www.hdcwc.com 

AV Town Council Honors DCB Project 

2015 DCB Project Director, Mary Langer Thompson, 
HDCWC President Dwight Norris, DCB Project Founder, 
Bob Isbill, together with Academy for Academic Excel-
lence teacher-coordinator Charlotte Wilmeth-Street and 
AAE Principal Lisa Lamb accepted the Proclamation 
from Mayor Larry Cusak and members of the Apple 
Valley Town Council. 

http://amazon.com
http://www.hdcwc.com
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As I wrote that headline I was thinking of how those 
words are impacting me, my writing life, my writing 
friends, and the many people statewide who rely on 

a newsletter that can pool infor-
mation from across all corners 
of California.  

Once I get the first electronic 
issue out the door, I’ll have a 
total of three issues per year. 
Their strategic publication dates 
are based on the news handed 
down from the Central Board 
meetings in January and July.  

We all agreed that fresh news 
from the Central Board and cur-

rent happenings from each branch will help keep 
everyone informed. 

The biggest hurdle for me is to bring in news from all 
branches. We’re growing and I can’t do it alone. So 
I’m relying on the networking of our branches’ lead-
ers to forward their news. 

Since an electronic newsletter has much more flexi-
bility than paper, it’s that forward step that allows me 
to add more photos, more articles of interest for the 
membership, and an environment of undercurrent. I 
love that word because it implies there is much more 
going on than seen from the surface. 

It’s our undercurrent of news, ideas, and energy.  

 

~~Rusty LaGrange 

The Bulletin 

Editor-in-Chief 

 

For the first time ever, we will be publishing The Bul-
letin with advertising. We are making that advertis-
ing available to businesses, CWC members, and 
individuals who wish to reach our target market at 
reasonable prices. 

The CWC is offering business card size ads for $35. 
These 2" x 3.5” ads will be placed in the index (rear) 
section of The Bulletin. Larger 3" x 5” index-card 
sized ads will be interspersed throughout the publi-
cation and will be offered at a cost of $60. 

Our intent is to publish The Bulletin three times a 
year with our roll-out first e-edition scheduled for 
mid-November of 2015. 

Deadline for advertising submissions 
for the February issue is Friday, Janu-
ary 29, 2016. Capacity for advertising 
will be determined by the Editor-in-
Chief. In case we receive more ads than 
can be accommodated, submitters will 
be notified of the option to reserve 
space in the next issue. 

All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, 
and will be published as received.  

Ads must be emailed as a jpeg file to               
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com, and a physical copy 
of your ad mailed with the payment. Please include 
your return address and telephone contact number. 

Space is limited and will be accepted on a first 
come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulletin will 
be emailed to advertisers upon publication, so 
please include your preferred email address along 
with your ad submission. 

Checks or money orders,  

made payable to: 

 CWC Central Treasury  

for submitted ads,  

must be mailed to: 

HDCWC 

The Bulletin Marketing Department  

20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Advertising Space Available in  

New Electronic CWC Bulletin 
First E-edition of Bulletin 
Faces Deadline in mid-Nov 

Not to Worry … 
The Inkslinger will continue to be published at 
the first week of each month. No changes — I’ll 
still bring our branch the news we can use, po-
etry, articles, short stories, and the well-
deserved promotional treatments for new au-
thors’ works. 

Deadlines will remain the 23rd of each month for 
the following month. I still ask that submissions be 
in Arial 11 point with single line spacing. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Rusty LaGrange 
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BIG  BUS 

  History of Haiku Poetry Form 
Part 2 

Since then, the 5-7-5 triplet Haiku form has become the 
most popular in Japanese verse. Haiku is meant to evoke 
a mood, a train of thought, a group of pictures or an 
unlocking of emotions. 

A prime master of this is the favorite Japanese poet, Issa 

(1762-1826), who saw all of his five children die. In the 
dreadful despair that followed, his wife also passed 
away. Later, Issa remarried and his wife became preg-
nant, but the poet died before the child’s birth. 

Following are three of Issa’s poems about his children, 
his “DewDrops.” The third refers to the basins used for 
a baby’s first bath and at the washing of the body after 
death. 

The dews disappear 
This world is dirty, and we have 
No business here. 

 

This Dewdrop world 
A dewdrop world it is, and still 
Although it is. 

 

From washing bowl 
To washing bowl my journey 
And just rigamarole. 

 

On this same subject of the death of a child, the Japa-
nese poetess Chijo (1703-1775) wrote of her son: 

 

I wonder in what fields today 
He chases dragonfly in play 
My little boy who ran away. 
 

After World War II and the U. S. occupation of Japan, 
many American writers fell in love with Haiku. In the 
1950s and ‘60s the form became extremely popular. 
Richard Wright wrote more than 4,000 Haiku. Jack Ker-
ouac and Allen Ginsberg, great enthusiasts as well, 
brought Haiku to the American mainstream. 

 

Note: This article in three parts printed with permission 
of the author, Judy Shernock of San Jose California, and 
winner of Class 4 Science Fiction/Fantasy Short Story in 
the annual State Literary awards. 

Part 3 continues in December’s issue 

 by Loralie Kay 

How can I tell her? 

  Each day I’ve driven her to school,  

blonde hair scrunched in pig tails 

     pink lunch pail by her side 

     buckled safe in my blue Toyota,  

 and picked her up at 12:45. 

  

Hasn’t she dealt with enough loss, 

since her father added a girlfriend 

and moved out, 

without my adding this? 

  

But if the job comes through—  

and I’m  praying that it will— 

I can no longer be there at the curb  

after kindergarten to bring her home. 

  

Guilt gnaws at my insides for complicating  

my little girl’s life  

even further at this confusing time. 

But what are my choices, 

now that he’s made his? 

  

“Honey,” I begin, avoiding her eyes  

 as I search for words of comfort. 

“You may have to take the  

bus after school.”  

  

But my words lack the cheerful tone 

I’d hoped for, even in my own ears. 

I hold my breath, bracing myself 

for her sure reaction. 

 

 “Oh mama,” she says, her voice trembling. 

“I’ve always dreamed of riding the bus.” 

  

     ~~Loralie Kay   
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Welcome to Social Media MoJo. I’m your social media 
ninja, navigating you through the cyber-world with all its 
twists, turns, and rabbit holes.  

 

This month’s topic: Don’t Be That Person 

 

You know who I’m talking about. There are certain cy-
ber-people who make you want to use Facebook’s Un-
friend button more often than not. Am I right? We’ve all 
been in that person’s skin one time or another. The 
thing is, you shouldn’t stay there. 

Here’s a quick run down of five social media personali-
ties you should try to avoid becoming:  

1. The One Who Only Wants to Sell. You know these 
people. They ask “How are you?” but don’t wait for the 
response. They don’t care. While you’re telling them 
about your day, they’re just waiting for you to catch 
your breath so they can interrupt and suggest how 
your – or any – situation relates to their newest title. 
Everything they post turns back to the product they 
have to offer. It’s as though their only vocabulary is 
“Buy my book! Buy my book!” If this is your goal for 
using social media, I suggest you simply open an 
online store. 

2. The Self-Focused One. This is similar to No. 1 ex-
cept these people know how to personalize everything 
– toward themselves. Instead of mandating that you 
purchase their wares, they manipulate every conversa-
tion back to “Me, Myself, and I.” They’re not really in-
terested in hearing about your writing adventures. 
They’ll often interrupt the conversation to be the center 
of attention.  

3. The Silent Streamers. These are the people who 
see everything online but do nothing about it. Sure, 
having a new “like” on your page or a new follower on 
Twitter is equivalent to Internet cash, but only a penny 
or so. It’s the interactions that keep you going. Right? 
In the Internet world, if you’re not going to support 
someone, don’t offer your likes and follows and then 
disappear. That’s like being the child in the room who 
covers their eyes and says “You can’t see me!” You 
really do know they’re there, but they want to pretend 
they’re not. What’s the point? 

4. The Streaming Stalker. Similar to No. 3 except 
creepier. This is the person who gives a like to every-
thing you do, on all platforms, the moment you do it.  

It’s like they wait online just for you. If you post a 
photo of your donut-and-coffee breakfast, the 
Streaming Stalker will like it, suggest ways to eat 
and drink, and share it nine ways to Sunday. The 
Internet is designed for interacting, not creeping 
someone out. It’s okay to show your support, but 
don’t do it in a manner that resonates like some-
thing off a crime drama. Let the person you’re fol-
lowing know you support them. Help promote 
them by liking, following, sharing, and commenting 
on their posts. Just not everything all at once. And 
don’t hijack their posts. Remember, you’re there to 
support them, not steal their thunder. 

5. The Overly Emotional One. These are the peo-
ple who are either happy-happy-happy, or woe-is-
me. All. The. Time. Let’s face it. Life is full of a lit-
tle bit of everything. It’s okay to be real online. 
Don’t be so cheerful that people want to put on 
blinders when they read your posts, but don’t be a 
chaos junkie either. We all have our ups and 
downs. So share bits and pieces of what’s going 
on in your world and by all means interact with 
your followers. But if you want more likes, the trick 
is to be likeable. Find a balance between Polly-
anna and Eeyore and you’ll do just fine.  

Next month we’ll discuss how to be the online per-
son that draws other people into your circle. Until 
then,  

With some sweet tea and a big smile, 

~~ Happy writing.  

Jo  
Social Media 

Mo by Molly Jo       
Realy 

MoJo 
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High Desert Branch of California Writers Club 

PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Inkslinger is the official monthly publication for members of California Writers Club — High Desert branch, a registered non-
profit corporation. All material is copyrighted ©2015 by California Writers Club and may not be reproduced without permission. 
Opinions expressed under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an official position of, or endorsement by, High De-
sert members or California Writers Club. The Inkslinger  is published monthly by: HD CWC, 20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430, PM Box 
281, Apple Valley, CA 92307. Web page www.HDCWC.com 

A Quick Look at Horror Book Fest 
     If fright is what you like then you 
missed the best High Desert spook-
tacular event for Horror and Paranor-
mal books, their authors, and their 
fans. The afternoon of Oct. 3rd, was 
dedicated to Horror books and history 
of the Horror film genre. Hosted by 
Nevermore Enterprises, the business 
team of Michael Raff and Roberta 
Smith, pooled their talents to share 
their first book novel trailers – video      
excerpts of their thriller novels. 

     With over 50 people in attendance, 
the event was double their first Horror Book Fest held last 
year in Apple Valley. On top of the bigger venue at Court-
yard Marriott in Hesperia, the town’s Mayor, Eric Schmidt, 
emcee in flashy tux, went the extra mile to get the crowd in the mood. 

     Sal Conte AKA E. Van Lowe, read from his latest novel The Secrets of Love and 
Death. Lowe is a well-known teen book author of horror, and an Emmy nominee for work 
on "The Cosby Show", "Even Stevens", and other sitcoms. 

World famous Julie Adams, actress of over 40 films, TV and theater productions, share a bit of her history 
and her new movie memoir book The Lucky Southern Star: Reflections from the Black Lagoon. Sound famil-
iar? She is best known for the female lead of Creature from the Black Lagoon, a 1954 cult classic. Over the 
years she’s embraced her legendary role and travels to autograph shows with her son Mitchell. 

 Mayor Schmidt hosted an information panel with guests and hosts. Questions were taken from the au-
dience and behind-the-scenes stories on movie sets were eagerly shared by Ms. Adams . Lastly, opportunity 
drawings of books, gift baskets, and Ms. Adams autographed photo 
was given away. 

Book booths lined  

the event room 

Loralie and Dwight 

scout out a booth 

Emcee Mayor Eric with 
Creature legend 

Impromptu panel   
discussion 

Intros by Dwight 

Photos & Story by Rusty LaGrange 
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by Molly Jo Realy 

The first salon on social media basics covered such topics on 
what social media is, what it isn’t, what to look for, and what to 
avoid. Participants ranged from those who use their media pres-
ence efficiently as a marketing tool, and others who connect 
with their personal world, to those who want to learn how to bet-
ter apply social media standards to those who want nothing to 
do with it. 

The discussion was well-rounded with everyone asking ques-
tions and offering input. Reviewed during the salon were: ten 
characteristics of online profiles; which platforms are beneficial; 
email; the 80/20 Rule; and, how to make your readers want to 
support your writing. 

While this salon, hosted my Molly Jo Realy, focused on introductory conversation, future salon sugges-
tions include: how to create and maintain a Facebook Author (Public) Page, using Pinterest as a market-
ing source, up-and-coming media platforms, and more. 

Thanks to all who shared their interest in creating and maintaining a successful online presence. 

 

by Molly Jo Realy 

In addition to all the hats he wears, including husband, father, mentor, 
and teacher, author Aaron D. Gansky put a feather in his cap on September 
26,  when his book signing at Barnes & Noble at the Mall of Victor Valley broke 
records with a 40-book sellout within one hour. 

Hand of Adonai (now available at Amazon) is the first in a 
series. Aaron describes this Young Adult Fantasy as a 
blend between Disney’s Tron and C. S. Lewis’s Narnia. It’s the story of four high school 
students who band together when they find themselves in a digital game world of their own 
making, with a few elements they hadn’t. Back home, the families are left to wonder where 
they are and how to get them back. In Alrujah, the four take on the roles of characters they 
created, battling sinister forces intent on keeping them there, or killing them.  

Aaron’s book signing had people lined up before he entered the store. He chatted, signed 
autographs, and was encouraged by the outpouring of support from his family, friends, and 
students. Barnes & Noble’s Events Coordinator and Community Relations Director both 
said this book signing was one of the most-successful they’ve been a part of.  

With the contract for the sequel recently signed, readers can expect the next installment to 
be available next summer. 

In the meantime, Aaron continues his writing and mentoring with his weekly “Firsts in Fiction” podcast 
on GooglePlus, and has just submitted his newest work, a political thriller, to Lighthouse Publishing of the 
Carolinas.  

 

Our First  

  Social Media Salon 

Another Successful Book Signing  

     at Barnes & Noble 

Around the table: Elizabeth Pye (seated), Marilyn 
King, Dwight Norris, Ann Miner, Molly Jo Realy, 
Loralie Kay, Barbara Parrish (seated), and Monica 
Gloria (seated in center) 
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CWC members are invited to submit their published or unpublished work for the 2016 issue of the CWC Liter-
ary Review following the guidelines below. Submissions meeting a threshold of quality and interest will be 
selected for this page-limited magazine. Minor editing may be performed on work selected for publication. 

Proselytizing, libelous material, gratuitous vulgarity or obscenity will not be considered. Rejections will be ac-
companied with editors’ suggested improvements subsequent to the magazine’s release. 

Send submissions as an email attachment to LitReview@calwriters.org, “CWC Lit-Review” in the subject line. 

Starting with this edition, a $10 fee is required per submitter whether or not the maximum of two pieces is at-
tached. However, if two pieces are submitted, they must be submitted at the same time or a second $10 fee 
applies. You may pay by PayPal, using the button below or by check payable to the California Writers Club. 
Mail your check to CWC, PO Box 201, Danville CA 94526. 

http://calwriters.org/submissions-welcome-for-2016-literary-review/  

Accepting Submissions for 2016 Issue  — Now thru Nov 30, 2015 

California Writers Club Literary Review magazine 

Dear Fellow CWC Members, 

My name is Ray Malus. My name may not be familiar. I am a member of San Fernando 
Valley Branch, a former Central Board Rep and State Member-At-Large.  

I am also the designer and administrator of our State Member Record Management Sys-
tem (MRMS). I have been asked by our State President, David George, to send this info 
to you. 

Some of you are familiar with MRMS. Some are not. With the advent of an expanded and 
more-frequent CWC BULLETIN, you will learn much more about the member benefits of 
this system, As a result we expect usage to escalate. As usage increases and members 
begin to use the online Branch directories and other benefits of MRMS, your local Sys-
tem Administrator will have occasion to send “UserIDs” and “passwords” to our members.  

All this is accomplished, automatically, by a very elegant system that automates the process, and protects 
your information. It involves a service known as "HyperMart Form Processor". This is an automated email ser-
vice, which is used by MRMS. It does NOT store email addresses. 

To avoid confusion, it is standard procedure for your System Administrator to notify you that such an email 
will be sent and from where it will come, but our Board President David George wanted to alert you in ad-
vance, and reassure you that such emails are normal and an integral part of CWC life. 

Please make a note of the address. 

If you are the System Administrator for your branch, please observe this custom of alerting your users before 
sending IDs and Passwords. 

Thank you. 

Ray Malus 

Editor, The Valley Scribe — The newsletter of the San Fernando Valley Branch 
http://cwc-sfv.org 

Changes & Updates in MRMS Allows News,  
Electronically-Shared Info & Branch Networking 

Ray Malus 

mailto:LitReview@calwriters.org
http://calwriters.org/submissions-welcome-for-2016-literary-review/
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
       

Social media is part of our lives for most of us. But not all writers 
are on Facebook or LinkedIn, or a number of other communities 
online. Sharing information on common ground like this newsletter 
becomes crucial for getting the word out to your niche market — 
like HD CWC. Please share with us.   

 As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial 
font, 11pt. with single spacing, please. I have a new email address: 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Try to aim for articles and stories 
between 600 to 800 words. Photos, poetry, and graphics are also 
welcome. 

 December’s deadline: Nov. 23rd.   January’s deadline: Dec. 22rd.     

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Notices 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

The latest student-created 
anthology through the 
Dorothy C. Blakely project, 
which focuses on the selec-
tion of interviews of senior 
citizens, is now available. 

HDCWC is the publisher 
with sponsors and support 
of donations, and a grant 
from CWC Central Board. 

Amazon.com for $11.99 

Holiday Luncheon 
Make Plans for Our Annual 

Celebration After  

December’s Meeting! 

A Surprise is 
Waiting!! 

2015 CWC Anthology Starts 

Pre- Sale at Nov. Meeting 

Get Your Orders in for our 

2015 Anthology you’ve been 

waiting for — 53 Top Notch 

entries of our Branch’s best 

authors.   

Makes Great Gifts! 

http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

