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  NOV. 2014 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

Are You Really Cursed with Bad Writing? 

“Howl at 
the Moon”  

Writers’  
Conference 

2014 

~Pay at the Door~ 

General Audience  

Rate:  $45 

Students:  $25 

Members: $40 

NOV 1st 

Ready to Hear 
More About  

Jack London? 

Scary to think that you’re just a bad writer? Who in 
the world told you that? Who claimed to be the fore-
most authority on your psyche? 

The reality of this curse is a writer in a rut. But there 
are ways to improve and get your mind out of that 
scary bog. And you’ve probably heard them a million 
times. Now it’s time to pay attention to the advice. 

Look at your work from a reader’s point of view. 
Change up your sentence structures to include some 
phrasing that engages the reader. Use a leading 
phrase, followed by a comma, verb, then the subject 
of the sentence. In most cases it’s called their de-
pendent clause, an infinitive phrase or participial 
phrase. Avoid starting each sentence with a subject.  

Then change up the length of your sentences so you 
won’t stay in a rut, and your readers will enjoy the 
changes as well. They may not even know why they 
enjoy it, but they’ll continue reading. 

Are you being too abstract with an idea or unclear in 
your processes. That means that to think in a lower 

reading level to appease your readers is to give in. 
So, maybe you can search for different ways to say 
the same thing. Never talk down to your readers. 
Raise the word level in a topic that is simple, then 
lower the word level in topics that are harder to con-
ceive. Your readers will like the challenge of the 
chase to understand a new concept or your view. 

Are you distracted by shiny things? Well, maybe not 
those but what about clichés? Readers can be heard 
groaning to your over use of clichés … listen… yup, I 
hear them, too. So, stop and think of new ones, roam 
the Internet for fresh ways to say the same old, same 
old. It may take a bit of extra time, but the fallout of 
groaning should diminish with time. 

The last scary curse is the Passive sentence. “The 
letter was capitalized.” “There was the killer.” Oh, 
gosh, I’m scared. Using was and there can be nearly 
eliminated by letting the “Find” search tool in your 
MSWord document do the work. “Find” let’s you hunt 
down and blast those passive little misfits. It gives 
you a target to choose whether you keep an occa-
sional was or there, with the option to change it for a 
more active verb. Look for over-used words, too. 

You can break your curse. Become a dynamic writer 
by cleaning up what you have, and recharging with 
new strategies that readers will crave. 

More on Page 2 

by Rusty LaGrange, editor 
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 This Halloween the most 
popular mask is the  

Arnold Schwarzenegger mask.  

And the best part?  

With a mouth full of candy you will 
sound just like him. ~Conan O'Brien 

Linda Boruff 

Planning a Writers’ Salon at your 
home or a local café? Let Loralie 
Kay help you. She’s our Salons co-
ordinator with some great ideas. 
Email  her at   LoralieKay@aol.com 

Jack London Memoir Is “Proof” of  
Neil’s Grandfather’s Boyhood Pal 

We’ll revisit with the latest news on the publish-
ing process of the Boyhood Adventures of Jack 
London. Standing (left): Duncan and Diane Neil
(center) and Dwight Norris. 

Watch  

For  

This 

Blue 

Publishing 

icon 

Boruff Appointed to HD Board 

A vacancy on the Board, caused when Davida Si-
wisa James opted to leave, resulted in an opening 
for Member-at-Large. During the last board meeting, 
James was applauded for her regular assistance 
with board matters and her dedication to the branch. 

President Dwight 
Norris appointed 
Linda Boruff as Mem-
ber-at-Large. 

“We can understand 
why Davida wishes to 
share babysitting 
time with her infant 
grandson in Los An-
geles. Duty to her 
family comes first,” 
Norris said.  

He had considered 
Linda Boruff in the 
last few weeks and 
officially installed her 
during October’s 
Board meeting. 

Boruff is active in the Branch since 2010, lives in 
Apple Valley, and donates time to the Prison critique 
group. She’s working in the genres of children’s 
books and short stories. 

It’s been barely a year since the raw draft of Frank 
Atherton’s manuscript was tracked for authentication, 
published into its first “proof” copy, and titled Boy-
hood Adventures of Jack London. Frank Atherton 
stayed true to London until London left for more fa-
mous adventures. Many books have been published 
about London, but none of them share the early 
years with such boyish charm and “devil-may-care” 
attitudes. 

At this month’s regular meeting, a presentation will 
discuss the London phenomenon and how the book 
will impact our lives and the future of HDCWC as 
publishers. Below is the HDCWC committee that 
worked toward the formality of acquisition, owner-
ship, and contracts that helped to bring the manu-
script from a musty trunk to the public’s hands. 

From left: Loralie Kay, Dwight Norris, Diane Neil, Roberta 
Smith, Mary Langer Thompson.  
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News You Can Use 

Want an excuse to visit Santa Barbara and promote 
your book at the same time? An Author Showcase 
will be part of the Santa Barbara Business Expo on 
Saturday, April 25, 2015. This will be like a mini book 
and author festival inside a bigger expo set across 
the street from the beach. 
 
Authors and small publishers throughout California 
are invited to purchase a table. If you're interested, 
email langle411@gmail.com.  http://
www.ninetydegreesmedia.com/category/
angleonwriting/  http://www.sbwriters.com/ 
Ask about sharing a table with another writer. 

Santa Barbara Business Expo 

Wanda Sue Parrott (Central Coast Writers 

branch) invites CWC members' submissions of war-

related poems and short prose for the "Great War to 

End All Wars Contest" (deadline 11/30/14) with cash 

awards and possible publication of a book memorial-

izing the 100th anniversary of World War One.  Prior 

publication OK. Military service not required. Details 

at www.amykitchenerfdn.org 

Great War to End All Wars…  contest 

Our membership total is lower than we'd like to 
see. All clubs are reporting the same. Please 
remember to pay your dues for an amazing 
list of benefits for any writer. 

The first Horror Book Fest, hosted by Mike Raff, 
Roberta Smith, and Martin Lastrapes, was a 
great success. Mike reported 35 attendees 
and a host of ghouls and frightening appari-
tions. [see complete coverage page 6] 

Our branch's first mini-grant was awarded to the 
Horror Book Fest, through the High Desert's 
Board of Directors. The new grant process 
can soon be found in detail on the web site. 
The Central Board is allowing these mini-
grants to help defray the costs of event in-
surance and other expenses. 

Did you know that McDonald's restaurant has a 
large party/meeting room that can be re-
served for up to two hours for free? Any club 
can sign up to reserve it and hold their meet-
ing. The only odd thing is the amount of peo-
ple staring at you through the glass walls ... 
sort of like a fishbowl... but hey, it's free. 

New Writers' Salons are popping up every-
where. One was held at McDonald's, 
Panera, at Virginia Hall's home, and at Hazel 
Stearns' home. Want to host one at your 
home? Just ask Loralie Kay with dates and 
times so she can help you. 

Powerhouse seller Mary Ruth Hughes is the one 
to talk to about planning a successful road 
trip while selling her books. She contacted 
chambers of commerce, book stores and 
favorite reader hangouts prior to her book 
signing events. Even out-of-state merchants 
are eager to have book signings in their little 
towns. Mary Ruth made her visits timely and 
attractive to the towns in her historical ro-
mance book. Name dropping works. 

Now is the time to decide if you want a shared 
space at the next LA Festival of Books for 
April 2015. Check with Dwight for details and 
rental fees. 

Also consider the San Bernardino Book Fair in 
Victorville. Sure, it's closer and less expen-
sive but you won't get the thousands of book 
dealers and book buyers who can't wait to 
see the year's next best titles. 

How many of you like and use the membership 
roster called MRMS, designed by Ray Malus 
for all Branches? Our HDCWC Board is con-
sidering a tutorial online or during the meet-
ing to help you understand how helpful it can 
be. You can respond to me at 
RustyL@Hughes.net or Risbill@aol.com for 
your input. 

Our Howling at the Moon Writers Conference is 
just a breath away. There are 56 pre-paid 
seats so far. What are you waiting for? 

We won't be seeing Davida Siwisa James for 
awhile. She's opted to help with her grandson 
"Down the Hill". She said she was very 
pleased with her position on the Board, but 
let's face it, she'd rather be a nanny for her 
new grandson. 

This is Not a Gossip Column 
Just a bunch of newsy stuff from October 

mailto:langle411@gmail.com
http://www.amykitchenerfdn.org/
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What You Missed —- 

Our Guest Speaker 
Was YOU! 

   Eleven new members jumped at the chance       
to stand at the podium,   

share their works in progress,  

books in print, and other accomplishments 

Linda Triska 

Greta Smith 

Jennifer Caress 

Eric Burns 

Sara Leach 

Molly Jo Realy 

Griz Elder, songwriter 
Aaron Gansky 

It took just three minutes apiece to share what our newest 
members were working on or details about a book they 
had authored. Pretty fast.  

We learned that Greta was smuggled out of Europe as 
WWII began. Eric Burns, a teacher at VVCC, wrote Co-
manche Hill. Molly Jo Realy has stepped up to be a cook-
book author and our branch’s Social Media maven. Sara 
Leach loves to write poetry. We have another horror au-
thor, Jennifer Caress, who loves “Jack.” Patrick Nee is a 
world traveler from Ireland to England to USA and Costa 
Rica. We think he’s settled here writing articles, memoir, 
and non-fiction.  

Larry Johnson is a chaplain with a penchant for Sci-Fi. 
Fran Elgin’s proceeds from her history book: Rancho 
Yucca Loma, goes to the Mohahve Historical Society. 
And Linda Triska’s book is Christian non-fiction. She 
helps send sack lunches to the homeless each Friday. 

Not pictured: Fran El-
gin, Larry Johnson, 
Patrick Nee & Cath-
erine McMartin. 

http://altongansky.typepad.com/.a/6a00d83429810b53ef0148c6f3ab9d970c-pi
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Hear Ye!  
Hear Ye! 

Y ou are hereby invited to the home of our 
President, Dwight Norris, to partake of a  

 Christmas meal  

December 13th  

from 1pm until 4 pm. 
All who enter this Christmas Open House  will 

enjoy the President’s hospitality.  

He asks only that you pay $10 (a paltry sum for 
your meal), plan time to converse & get to know 
one another, while visiting in a comfortable yet 

stimulating environment. 

Directions: from Bear Valley Rd, take Apple Valley 
Rd to Yucca Loma, turn north & go to Rincon. Turn 
left on Rincon, then left on Nowata, cross Crow then 
Delaware to 13963 Chogan Rd. Parking is limited 
but creatively available. 

From Hwy 18, take Kiowa to Yucca Loma, go right, 
continue to Rincon, turn right, then left on Nowata, 

cross Crow then Delaware to 13963 Chogan Rd.    

Or use thy Google maps. 

~~~ You may call for directions ~~~ 

An E-Handshake  
to  Newest Members 

If you have questions or we’ve missed your 
name, please contact Rusty by email. 

RustyL@Hughes.net 

Mark Taylor   Jennifer Caress 

Greta Smith   Eric Burns 

Catherine McMartin  Alexander Alaniz 

Rebekah Koontz  Mary De Santis 

Larry Johnson   Aaron Gansky 

Approx. 90 members and growing 

“Griz” Elder Performs live; 

Creates  HD Branch theme song   

We laughed. We cried. We listened closely as Griz tweaked a fa-
vorite tune and morphed it into a theme song for our High Desert 
Branch.  

The lyrics reminded us to go to our meetings every second Sat-ur-
day. Griz is a whiz at writing lyrics. He said he tinkered around with 
it for awhile, but at the end of his creative process, he knew he had 
a knee-slapper. 

Members are hoping to record the song on a You Tube channel or 
to at least reproduce it as a video on our active HDCWC.com web 
site. 

Can you image that you send a prospective member to our site 
and a melodious theme song just knocks their socks off? 

For those who may not have heard, Anita 

Holmes' husband Jesse, passed away October 

3rd. She is currently our Southern District rep 

for our branch, and the greeter at our sign-in 

table for each regular meeting. She's taking a 

well needed break for awhile. Hope to see her 

back at the welcome table very soon. 

A Silent Keyboard… 

With Our Sympathy 
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Photo 
credit:  
Rusty    
LaGrange 

What You Missed —- 

M ike Raff writes pure horror stories. 
Roberta Smith writes in the super-

natural vein. To draw attention to their 
genres, they created an event titled 
“Horror Book Festival.” Together, along 
with author Martin Lastrapes, they gave 
presentations highlighting different areas 
of their genres.  

R oberta’s topic covered “Ghosts in Lit-
erature” and touched on stories that 

shaped her attitude toward the phantom 
spirits. When she was a child, “Georgie” 
the ghost taught her that ghosts were 
good. The poem “The Highwayman” 
taught her that ghosts were romantic. 
“The Haunting of Hill House” taught her, 
well, you know, that ghosts were very, 
very scary. Bad. Evil. Stay away from 
them! 

M ike’s presentation dug up Universal's 
Classic Monsters. His talk delved 

into the history of Frankenstein and Drac-
ula and other Universal (as in the movie 
studio) monsters. He talked about the ac-
tors who portrayed these creatures and 
over indulged in monstrous jokes along 
the way. 

M artin’s talk honed in on vampires, the 
possible origins of the beasts in real 

life and how they came to be portrayed in 
books and film. He is especially delighted 
by the TV series, “Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer.” 

H osting the event was club president 
Dwight Norris. It drew family, friends, 

and people from the community. All three 
presenters sold books with Mike selling 
more books than he ever has at a single 
book signing. All in all it was a success 
and Mike and Roberta plan to do the 
event next year. 

o ur branch will now sponsor writers 
who want to organize their own genre 

event. Be sure to check the rules at the 
club website www.hdcwc.com. 

Horror Book Festival 

Lastrapes joins Michael 
Raff and Roberta Smith 
during panel discus-
sion. Horror Fest loca-
tion was AV Chamber 
office where room was 
filled to capacity. 
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As a member in good standing, you 
may….. 

 

Become a member of a critique group at 
no charge to get feedback on your writ-
ing. 

Create and host a critique group author-
ized by the HD CWC. 

Post your other writing-related events on 
the HD CWC website (www.hdcwc.com) 
at no charge. 

Announce your new publication or book 
signing events in the Inkslinger newslet-
ter at no charge. 

Have access to the Member Record 
Management System (MRMS) to contact 
other members. 

Submit poems, stories, articles and es-
says to the Inkslinger for publication in 
the HD CWC newsletter. 

Submit your written work for publication 
consideration in HD CWC anthologies. 

Participate in “Open Mic” readings of 
your work at HD CWC meetings and lo-
cal bookstore events. 

Be eligible to win door prizes at every 
regular membership meeting. 

Run for elected office and be a board 
member of the HD CWC. 

Submit your book for a marketing opinion 
of 3 readers for only $25. 

JUST SOME  BENEFITS & ADVANTAGES  
AS A High Desert CWC MEMBER 

Become an honorary 
member of the High 
Desert Resource Net-
work for nonprofits at 
no charge. 

Get special rates and 
early-bird prices for 
HD CWC conferences and other special 
events. 

Proudly support your local writing branch 
of the CWC with your financial support by 
being a dues paying member in good 
standing. 

The benefits are huge. The cost of mem-
bership is a bargain! Well said, Bob. 

Bob Isbill 

PR and Outreach 

The April LA Book Fair held as USC campus is 
the largest in the nation. We have the opportunity 
to share a booth with our published authors for a 
share of the $980 rental fee. 

Are you willing to share a booth and sit to meet 
and greet the thousands of visitors who are ea-
ger to talk about books and buy them? 

How about some creative sales? What about an 
optional book shelf display of your published 
book? Pay rent on the book rack? You won't 
need to be there but you would rent a space for 
your books to be seen by thousands? 

Check their web site for additional booth renters, 
like publishers, non-profits, and community orgs. 

Deadline for table spaces is coming soon. Can 
you afford NOT to have better exposure? Con-
tact the editor at RustyL@Hughes.net or a board 
member to inquire. 

http://events.latimes.com/festivalofbooks/ 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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What began as a tactic to limit eBooks from flooding 

the buying public, Amazon.com was accused in 

2013 of price fixing. But it seems that the publishing 

houses of Simon & Schuster and Hachette have 

been negotiating new deals with Amazon because 

they were among five publishers sued by the U.S. 

Justice Department in 2012 for alleged price fixing. 

All the publishers settled out of court. 

Amazon is the dominant eBook seller and the cost 

of digital releases has been at the center of a bitter 

conflict between the retailer and much of the tradi-

tional industry, which has worried that Amazon's 

advocacy for prices of $9.99 and less is not eco-

nomically sustainable. 

Amazon.com and Hachette Book Group remain in a 

month’s-long standoff, but the online retailer has 

reached a multi-year agreement with again major 

New York publisher, Simon & Schuster. 

Amazon and Simon & Schuster both expressed sat-
isfaction recently with the deal, which covers both 
print and digital books. Exact terms of the agree-
ment were not available. 

Amazon issued a statement saying the agreement 
would help both sides and "specifically creates a 
financial incentive for Simon & Schuster to deliver 
lower prices for readers." Simon & Schuster sent a 
letter to its authors and their agents, calling the deal 
"economically advantageous." 

 

Other Related News — 

A letter released by Amazon to cover this question: 

"Our new deal assures that your books will be con-

tinuously available for sale at this major retailer 

through this year's holiday book buying season and 

well beyond," reads the letter, which the publisher 

shared with The Associated Press. 

The letter said the 

publisher will have 

control of e-book 

prices, "with some 

limited exceptions." 

Reportedly dead-

locked with Hachette 

over how to share e-

book revenues, 

Amazon has been 

slowing deliveries and removing pre-order buttons 

for numerous Hachette books, including Tina Fey's 

"Bossypants" and David Baldacci's "The Escape."  

In response, best-seller Douglas Preston has 

formed Authors United, with Donna Tartt, Lee Child 

and Ursula K. Le Guin, among the hundreds of writ-

ers from a wide range of publishers who have 

added their names to letters of protest. 

Amazon has defended its actions, saying it was 

fighting to keep e-book prices low. Hugh Howey, 

Barry Eisler, and many other writers published by 

Amazon have defended the retailer. Recently, a 

spokeswoman for Hachette declined comment.  

In 2013, Simon & Schuster, where authors in-

clude Stephen King, Bob Woodward and Walter 

Isaacson, had a dispute with Barnes & Noble that 

led to the superstore's limiting availability of some 

of the publisher's books. 

Growing Pains — 

Sources: taken 
from a few Inter-
net news sites 

Print Houses Wage “war” on Amazon Digital Tactics 

B 

O 

O 

K 

N 
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W 

S 
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Within our local branch the So Cal representative 
is Anita Holmes. She and Rusty LaGrange will 
review all entries to the Showcase prior to sub-
mitting. Please don’t submit directly to that new 
web site. 

With seven active branches in the Southern dis-
trict, competition is stiff, and there is no guaran-
tee that your submissions will be published.  

Check out the different categories at 

http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com   

It’s a Showcase for all active members — enjoy! 

Contact: RustyL@Hughes.net to submit and type 
“Showcase” in the subject title. 

It’s Showcase time!  —  Submit Your Best 

Photo credit: Ann Miner 

 How was it..... you may ask? The three-day writers' 
escape in Catalina, that is. In September, Angie 
Horn, Patti Miller, Ann Miner, and Tess Moore en-
joyed three days to write, learn, and get acquainted 
with one another. The retreat was named, "Opening 
the Doors of My Mind," and it did just that. Designed 
for three writing sessions each day, with a different 
leader for each session made the retreat intense 
while being immersed in the island. 

    A sample of the sessions:  

   What Makes Good Fiction?                                  

    What is the “tell?” Where do our characters come 
from? What are their habits, their flaws, and so on. 

    Style/Voice  

        "Write several dispassionate lines about a beau-
tiful pasture being turned into a parking lot." Look at 
verbs and nouns. Are they vivid, active, strong, spe-
cific? 

    Blogging 101         

        Photos, blog traffic, domain, platform, social 
media , Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest, and so on. Are 
they important and how do you use them? 

       In addition to the workshop, there was time to 
shop, eat, sight-see, and get to know just how espe-
cially fun and intelligent each person is. Oh, and the 
weather in Catalina was perfect.  

 We expect to rent a house in Big Bear for the next 
escape. Stay tuned. 

   ~~Ann Miner 

“Opening Doors of My Mind”  ~ Catalina  

First Writers’ Escape retreat 

It seems that Americans just don't take their 
vacations like they should. Many feel they 
can't afford to leave, or can't let their co-
workers take their duties from them. Some 
take a few days off but never disconnect 
from their work. We have the Internet and 
cell phones to thank for that. Others are la-
beled as "work-aholics"... just a fact of life. 
The stats say that we match Japan and 
North and South Korea as the countries with 
less vacations than all other modern coun-
tries combined and a few third-world coun-
tries as well. 

A copywriter shared a short story with his 
blog readers recently about taking your va-
cation on time. His great Uncle David was 
ordered to take his overdue and well-earned 
shore leave as a Marine in 1945. When he 
got back, his entire unit was gone, shipped 
off to some place called Iwo Jima. Much as 
he tried, he just couldn't find a way to catch 
up. 

So there you go... take your vacation. 
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The Dreamer of Downing Street 
 

I like to feel haunted. Not scared, haunted. By what came before. By 

people’s regrets. By the idea that we are all trying to figure out life and 

sometimes change the past, which, of course, can’t be changed. I write 

novels with ghosts in them because what is more haunting than a ghost? 

And all my books tend to be about someone dealing with their past.  

My latest release, The Dreamer of Downing Street, is another ghost 

story. It is the prequel to my Mickey McCoy supernatural series.  Here’s the synopsis:    

In 1944 Denver, twenty-six year-old Franklin Powell is doing what he does best, helping clients 

with his psychic gift. Then his brother causes the past to come crashing 

into the present and a memory Frank has kept buried since the age of 

six surfaces. Now his life is in an uproar. He must prove that what he 

remembers is true or his mother may spend the rest of her life in prison. 

But even if he succeeds, it appears there is a powerful someone behind 

the scenes who could care less if she is innocent. Why? Because of a 

seething hatred for Frank. To make matters worse, the woman he loves 

needs his help with a serious problem of her own—a problem that could 

get him killed. Frank can’t let that stop him. He dives right in and while 

his psychic gift doesn’t seem to be doing him any favors, it’s a good 

thing that a couple of newly-acquired ghosts appear to be on his side. 

New Title by Roberta L. Smith  

Free Downloadable Software: let us know if  it worked for you 

SmartEdit (compatible with XP, Vista, and Windows 7) is an automated tool that scans your fin-
ished novel or your work in progress and highlights areas that might need closer attention. It runs 
six individual checks, such as highlighting words or phrases marked by you for monitoring, 
counting the different dialog tags you have used, counting and highlighting adverbs, and search-

ing out over-used phrases, words, and clichés. Find it at: www.smart-edit.com . 

Cool tool 

http://www.smart-edit.com
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    Here is a real-life email from one of Ms. Gray-
Grant’s potential clients who wants to write for the 
theatre. It said: "I've put a hold on my play. I'm afraid 
of the "let down" when I realize that it will never be 
produced. It's a shame because I think I have some 
good ideas." 

    I'd been corresponding with the writer for close to 
a year and I emailed her back right away, asking 
permission to address her issue in this column. She 
agreed and here is what I wanted to say to her: 

    Sweetheart, this is so sad. I think you're making a 
mistake and I ask you to reconsider your decision. 
Here are five reasons why:  

    How do you know your play will never be pro-
duced? Do you have ESP? A hotline to the super-
natural? Awesome psychic powers? The bottom line 
is, of course, you don't know this. You're guessing. 
Psychologists know that when people use words 
like "always," "never," "all the time" and "forever," 
they're engaging in absolutes. Usually this is be-
cause they're afraid of something or feeling inade-
quate or awash in doubt. Any marriage counselor 
would tell you to stop talking like this because it will 
damage your relationship.  

So I suggest you begin by editing this sentence and 
changing it to something more realistic. Perhaps 
you want to say: I think it's unlikely my play will be 
produced. Can you live with that? It sounds much 
more reasonable to me and yet it still leaves some 
room for hope. 

1. The theatre world may change. Before you tell 

me that's ridiculous, think about how much reading 
has changed over the last ten years. Did you own 
an e-reader 10 years ago? Did you use to read a 
daily newspaper? Do you now?  How often do you 
go to the library? Then consider music. Remember 
LPs? CDs? How long have you had an iPod or an 
iPhone? When was the last time you actually paid 
for music? Fundamental shifts happen all the time. 
We're just not very good at seeing them when we're 
in the middle of them. I can't predict what might hap-
pen with the theatre world, but neither can you. And 
that's the point. 

2. You can't do something with nothing. If you 

don't write the play, you won't be able to edit it and  

Your Script, Your Book, Your Play ~~ 

Self-Sabotage Stifles Your Creativity  
-- in that case -- it certainly won't ever get produced.  

3.  By not writing, you're not actually protecting 
yourself from being "let down." You're guaranteeing 
it. (Isn't that weirdly ironic?) There's a technical term 
for this: self-fulfilling prophecy. 

4.  Thinking about publishing a piece of writing, 
while you're writing, stifles your creativity. This 
relates to the left-right brain continuum. If your logi-
cal, linear left-brain is in charge, your profoundly 
creative right brain can't 
operate. It shuts down, pe-
riod. Don't let yourself think 
about publishing (or pro-
ducing) while writing. 
That's a job for the editing 
brain. Write first. Worry 
about editing and publish-
ing later. 

5.  The act of writing your 
play will change you, 
deeply. You'll be a different person by the time you 
finish it. Don't you want to know more about that 
person? Aren't you the least bit curious? You'll not 
only write the play, but the play will write you.  

Author Tom Rachman started his working life as a 
foreign correspondent but he wanted to write a 
novel. He quit his job and spent a year doing it. The 
novel was terrible and didn't get published. But it 
taught him how to write. A few years later he pro-
duced a fabulous bestseller The Imperfectionists. 
"My previous attempt hadn't produced a book, but it 
had honed my technique," he says. "I stopped fret-
ting about whether I possessed the skill to become 
a writer, and focused instead on the hard work of 
writing." 

 I have enough friends in the theatre business to 
know one thing for sure: Directors always tell im-
provisational actors to say "yes" to everything. If an-
other character on stage says, "I feel sick," you don't 
say "why?" or "no you don't." Instead, you say "let 
me get you a cold cloth for your forehead." Saying 
"yes" allows the scene to continue.  

 For this reason, I suggest you say yes to your 
play. It's risky. It means investing some time, and 
possibly, failing. With "no", of course, there's zero 
risk of failing. 

 But there's also zero chance of success.  

[Printed with permission]  This newsletter is ©2014 
by Daphne Gray-Grant 

by Daphne Gray-Grant 

http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=Mf3fw&m=3YVY1WdvKSZ9ysk&b=L2.b_68iQQdY1a7gcyqQww
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In the midst of a technology-driven world, there is still the simple pleasure of literature and the peace and solitude of 

reading. Whether it is sitting with a good book in a quiet corner or exploring a unique bookstore, literature is an art form 
that can truly come alive in the mind of the reader. Here are five places for literature fans to consider in the diverse 

landscape of Southern California. 
 

  

Huntington Beach Central Library 
There are many libraries in Southern California, but the Huntington 

Beach Central Library stands out in terms of architecture and ameni-
ties. The library is situated in the 350-acre, Huntington Beach Central 

Park and features soundproofed quiet study rooms, an indoor foun-
tain, a 300-seat theater and an extensive children's section. More 

information is available at http://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/

Government/Departments/Library/hours_location/central_library.cfm. 
  

 
Caravan Book Store 

For more than 60 years, the Caravan Book Store has been providing 

literature to Los Angeles. This store carries a variety of rare books, 
including first editions. In a world of online shopping, Caravan maintains the classic look and feel of a bookstore from a 

past age. Over the years, it has been host to a diverse group of shoppers, including celebrities. More information on this 
timeless bookshop can be found at http://www.lamag.com/laculture/culturefilesblog/2013/06/14/caravan-book-store-60-

years-young. 
  

 

Mysterious Galaxy 
In San Diego, literature fans can find titles that cover "Martians, Murder, Magic and Mayhem" at the Mysterious Galaxy 

bookstore. This unique indie bookstore focuses on particular genres such as science fiction, mystery, fantasy and horror. 
Visitors can get access to signed first editions, bestsellers and e-books. The bookstore also has a location in Redondo 

Beach, and more information is available at http://www.mystgalaxy.com. 

  
 

The Frugal Frigate 
Children's bookstores can be hidden gems, particularly for young readers who are just getting into the joy of reading. In 

Redlands, visitors can stop by The Frugal Frigate. This locally owned and operated establishment is located in a 19th-

century carriage house, and features a science room, poetry, board books, puzzles, and other genres of young litera-
ture. More information on this location is available at http://www.frugalfrigate.com. 

  
 

Musso and Frank Grill 
A restaurant may not seem like a natural destination for literature fans, but the Musso and Frank Grill in Hollywood is 

not a typical restaurant. It's been an icon for years in Southern California, and it became well-known as a place where 

certain writers were known to gather. This included noted authors such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, William Faulkner and Ray-
mond Chandler. The restaurant is still in business today, and more information is available at http://

www.mussoandfrankgrill.com. 
  

Literature can provide an amazing entry into a plethora of genres, as readers are able to delve into subjects that are too 

numerous to list. When you are ready to enjoy some literature, think about stopping by one of these places.   
This article is presented by www. IMakeNews.com via the service: {accountvar.SEOdealer} 

Top Five Places for Literature Fans in Southern California  
Get ready to enjoy some unique literature destinations  
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Books 

RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor 
Notes From the Editor --- 
 

 

With the anticipated arrival of our newest book promotion, Boyhood 
Adventures of Jack London, this month is teeming with book and 
publishing topics. Be sure to order your Jack London book early as 
a holiday gift. 

Alas, we have no Winter and Holiday themed poetry so please con-
sider submitting now.  As always, submissions to The Inkslinger 
should be Arial font, 11pt. with single spacing, please.  

December’s deadline: Nov. 23rd & January’s deadline: Dec. 18th. 

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.    

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, by mail 

   
The Inkslinger is always available on our 
www.hdcwc.com Newsletter Page, includ-
ing archived back issues. Missed a copy 
or just want to check on the HDCWC 
past history? We've made it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

Coming in  

November 
They’re   

Mindblowing! 

Writ
ers’

  

 
Salo

ns 

A recent Writer’s Salon, organized by Angie Horn at the 
home of John and Karen Kane, incorporated the Garden 
theme with Improvisations. The high-energy ideas erupt-
ing in a calming environment caused our creative juices 
to go a bit awry. Had fun. Did something different.  

And that’s half the fun of expressing new ideas and grow-
ing your writer’s resources. Those attending, besides 
hostess and host, were: Anita Holmes, Rusty LaGrange, 
Barbara Parrish, and Dwight Norris. 

Garden party settings like this one were perfect and so 
was the weather. Improv games and writing exercises 
provided fodder for our brains. After refreshments all 
were invited to walk through the garden in  full bloom, 
while we refreshed our minds. 

Here’s a sample of Improv sentences tossed together in a 
Round Robin format: 

The duck flew over the garden at dawn looking for breakfast. All he 
could find was a garden of Cadillacs draped in banana leaves. The 
wind blew, the dust funnels were dancing in trees. “None of this even 
looks close to being duck food,” he muttered to himself — until he 
caught sight of a truck labeled “Hostess” driving slowly by on the road 
that led past the gardens. Shih Tzus and wiener dogs chased the 
ducks with peanut butter ice cream dripping from their mouths. “All I 
want is a Twinkie!” said the king duck. Alabaster was the King of the 

Mallards and was the largest duck. Mostly from eating Twinkies. 

   How will your writers’ salon grow? — Rusty LaGrange 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

