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I 
t's an exciting time at HD-CWC. We are in the 

midst of several dynamic activities that will cul-

minate in coming months. Instruction of stu-

dents involved in the DCB Memoir Project will be 

complete in December, with students' writing continu-

ing into next year. The project will result in the pro-

duction of an anthology and the presentation of 

scholarships for the top three memoirs. The prison 

work continues to expand 

with new ideas for curriculum 

and a variety of anthologies. 

Hesperia Days was an excit-

ing event as some of us held 

down a tent in the wind and 

met a lot of nice people, but 

some ate too many hotdogs 

with bacon wrapped around 

them. Guess who? 

 We have a Board that works well together and club-

wide I see so many members willing to cooperate, 

share, and help one another. It is a great spirit to 

have. I see very dynamic times ahead in the coming 

year. I can't wait to unfold for you some of the events 

that will become milestones in 2014. The Writer's 

Digest Convention in Los Angeles at the end of Sep-

tember convinced me that it is a great time to be a 

writer. And at our own convention on October 19th 

we have one of the finest writers and instructors that 

we could have as our keynote speaker in James 

Scott Bell. He has done it all and is eminently  

News From Norris 

Dynamic Activities Slated for HD Branch 

  OCT. 2013 

Dwight Norris 

~~ Dwight Norris 

    Got a bucket list? Thinking you may be too old to 

start that writing career now? Think again and plan to 

enjoy our next guest speaker Lynne Spreen. 

    After a career in Human Resources, Lynne Mor-

gan Spreen followed her dream in middle-age and 

became a freelance writer, webmaster, blogger, 

speaker, computer teacher, and novelist. 

    Her new career takes her to other mid-aged 

groups in Southern California. Her inspirational 

Speaker for Saturday: 

Novelist, Speaker, Blogger, Teacher; 

Lynne Spreen Shares Dreams 

qualified to lead this convention and give us the in-

sights he has garnered over the years.   

Also, as you probably know, the writing world has 

lost one of its most prolific writers in Tom Clancy who 

passed away on October 1st. He broke into publica-

tion with his Cold War thriller, "The Hunt for Red Oc-

tober" in 1984, then followed with other geopolitical 

thrillers like "Patriot Games," "Clear and Present 

Danger," and others. Seventeen of his twenty-eight 

books became N.Y. Times Bestsellers, many of them 

number one! And many of his books were made into 

movies and video games. 

Continued on Page 2 
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What you missed 

Continued from Page 2 

 

One of our favorite 

guests and long-time 

mentors, Mike Foley, 

returned as our speaker 

for September. He fo-

cused on the author’s  

Hamming it up for the camera, Mike Foley of Writers-Review. 

overuse of tags 

in dialog lines, 

flowery ad-

verbs, too for-

mal in tone for 

the story, and 

overuse of dia-

lect. “It’s a fine 

balance,” he 

noted. 

    The best strategy  is to pay more attention to the 

author’s two biggest dilemmas: POV and Dialog. 

Although we’ve had speakers explain the Point-of-

View, it helps to review it and be more aware of how 

easily we can 

fall into traps. 

Voice, he 

said, is 

stronger with 

a clear POV. 

Without it, 

dialog view-

point can be-

come lost to 

the reader. It can cause the reader to fall out of the 

story’s perspective. “Without buy-in, there’s no reali-

zation to the scene. It often causes a reader to just 

stop reading your book,” he said. 

    Mike suggested that 

with regular practice 

and writing time you 

can set your goals to 

become a better writer. 

    Dialog is the best 

way to break up long 

passages of exposition. It brings the reader into the 

scene and directs the action around the feelings that 

each character might share. Mike noted that the best 

way to control pace is with dialog as well as adding 

personality to the tone of your work. He recommends 

varying your characters dialog traits to make them 

different but avoid using dialect tricks that might 

backfire. 

“Overuse 

of dialog 

and dialect 

can slow 

down the 

pace while 

making it 

difficult for 

the reader to stay focused.” 

The Balancing Act of POV & Dialog 

Photos by Angie Horn & Rusty LaGrange 

 

delivery and sense of humor are her best assets. 

    “Lynne possesses that all-too-rare talent that en-

ables her to engage on a relaxed, personal basis 

with her audience. That skill, combined with a solid 

knowledge of her topic and her ability to draw her 

listeners into the conversation, makes her a gifted 

presenter. I am planning on Lynne returning next 

season for a follow-on session,” noted President 

James McFarlin, in a testimonial from the Palm 

Springs Writers Guild. 

    Lynne arrives with some strong testimonials to her 

belief that we can celebrate the second half of our 

lives, meeting new goals and creating more dreams. 
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HATM #3 Update  

By Bob Isbill, Outreach Program Director 

Final selection for the James Scott Bell workshop 

topic has been determined by members planning to 

attend the October 19 Howl at the Moon Writers’ Con-

ference #3 at the High Desert Center for the Arts in 

Victorville.  The topic is “Plotting for Perfect Structure 

Every Time”. 

Bell has written three best-selling Writer’s Digest Best-

selling Books: Elements of “Fiction Writing – Conflict 

and Suspense, Revision and Self Editing for Publica-

tion: Techniques for Transforming First Draft into a 

Novel, and Plot & Structure (Techniques and Exer-

cises For Crafting A Plot That Grips Readers From 

Start to Finish. 

We think you will be very happy with HATM #3!  Scott 

Rubenstein will be taking the mystery out of taxes for 

writers and will have his DVD, “Deducting Your Writ-

ing Career” available as well.   

Loren Stephens asks, “Have you always wanted to 

write about your life but wondered how to get started 

and how to keep going?”  Loren is going to give you 

tips and techniques and examples.   

Don’t wait any longer.  If you have not signed up and 

reserved your space, you can do so at the October 12 

meeting or online right now!  Just visit 

www.hdcwc.com and follow the instructions on the 

HATM#3 Conference page. 

Last Chance to Join Howl at the Moon 

Conference Event — Oct 19th 

by Linda Cooper 

Living in Hot Springs, South Dakota, gave 
this California girl some exciting adventures. I used 
to think I could be a storm chaser. The storms were 
exciting. They were fun. 

My friend asked me to go with her to check 
on her sheep. She had about sixty sheep in a field 
with a shelter. It was quite a ways from the road, 
and not wanting to bother with the gate, we’d have 
to cross another pasture to get to the sheep pas-
ture. We parked the car, crawled through the barbed 
wire fence, and headed across toward the sheep.  

There was nothing to indicate bad weather, 
and we were enjoying the walk, talking and laughing 
as a couple women do when they are enjoying each 
other’s company. 

Just that fast the wind came up, the sky 
darkened, and the hail started pounding us. Fortu-
nately, it was a cool day, and we wore jackets. We 
took them off and held them over our heads to pro-
tect us from the hail, and we started running for the 
sheep shelter. By the time we reached it, my knuck-
les were bloody.  

The hail stones were about the size of a 
quarter. The hail stopped as fast as it started, and 
after checking the sheep, which were fine, we 
headed back to the car laughing about the unpre-
dictability of South Dakota weather. 

I never forgot that experience, and never 
walk far from the car without wondering what the 
next walk would bring. I remember going choke 

cherry picking that fall with one eye on the sky.  

Ivory Towers 

It’s a fallacy that writers have to shut themselves 

up in their ivory towers to write. I have all these 

interruptions, three of which I gave birth to. If I 

was thrown for a loop every time I was distracted 

I could never get anything done. —Jodi Picoult 

BLOODY KNUCKLES 

[And you thought this was a scary Halloween Story]  — Rusty 

Coming this Month! 

S. Kay Murphy  

to Speak  

at Hesperia Library 

Oct. 15 at 2:15 pm 

http://www.hdcwc.com
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 Dorothy C. Blakely  
Memorial Memoir Project 

Photos  by 

 Rusty  

 LaGrange 

By Bob Isbill, Outreach Project Director      

    We who are involved in the Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project that consists of mentoring Academy 

for Academic Excellence (AAE) students to write 

memoirs of High Desert people age 55 and over are 

very excited about the coming months! 

     We have a crew of volunteer instructors who have 

been assigned to teach certain segments of writing 

that feature critical topics necessary for good writing, 

especially memoir writing. 

     By the time this is published, we will have taught 

four classes of memoir writing to 35 students. Our 

own members will be teaching through December of 

2013. 

     Then is when we will need your help! 

     Thirty-five students will be submitting their 3,000 

to 4,000 word stories for critique and comments.  To 

properly critique each submission, and give mean-

ingful comments, it should take about one to two 

hours for each one. 

     This is where we are going to call on the rest of 

our membership to help us.  You don't need to be an 

expert; you just need to be willing to thoughtfully read 

and give your opinion and any constructive criticism 

you can offer. 

    If you would like to be a part of this exciting experi-

ment that hopefully will turn into a template for the 

other CWC Branches to work with in their own com-

munities, we would love you to come on board.  

     Appropriate credit for all participants will go in the 

anthology to be published by June 1, 2014. 

     Our thanks to those of you who have already re-

sponded!   

Evening of Inspiration Bolsters  

Families, Writers, and AAE Staff 

        If you will commit your time  to being on this 

special critique committee, please let Bob Isbill know 

by emailing hdcwc@aol.com.  Just put on the subject 

line, Count Me In!  

Student Intros During AAE Gathering 

Students near podium with Charlotte Street 

(right) speaking to the audience 

Instructor 

Charlotte 

Street (right) 

introduces 

students 

Enthusiasm 

soared for AAE 

students, some 

still choosing 

their “Memoir 

Stars” during 

the gathering 

Continued on Page 7 

mailto:hdcwc@aol.com
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News You Can Use 

Notification to members from  
Ray Malus,  

CWC MRMS Administrator 
 

    Currently, MRMS's old address (http://cwc-sfv.org/

STATE/) is being redirected to its new address: http://

mrmsys.org 

    By publication date of this newsletter, this redirect will 

go away. 

    To avoid any confusion, if you have book-marked the 

old address, or have links to it on your website, please 

re-point these.  

    All members in good standing have access to the 

MRMS data to contact fellow HD CWC members.  If 

you are new to our club, you can receive your “User 

Name” and “Password” by emailing the MRMS HDCWC 

Administrator, Bob Isbill, at risbill@aol.com. 

    You may or may not know about the additional 

"perk" available to you as a member in good standing 

of the HD CWC.  It's this:  You are automatically eligi-

ble to attend all meetings (free of charge) of the High 

Desert Resource Network by just stating your organi-

zation as the High Desert Branch of the California Writ-

ers Club when registering to attend. 

    Their web site is www.AcademyGo.org. 

    The HDRN has been called “the Chamber of Com-

merce” for nonprofits, so if you are involved in a non-

profit organization, it’s a resource and networking op-

portunity you may want to investigate. 

    The meetings are on the first Thursday of each 

month except for January and July.  Registration is 

necessary in order to attend. 

Extra Benefit for Belonging  

to HD Branch of CWC 
By Chris Marlow 

(Chris Marlow gives new and experienced writers, 

copywriters, PR agents, and others, coaching for 

meeting their highest goals. One of the toughest 

goals for many is asking for payment. Here’s Chris’ 

Insights for getting what you deserve for the work 

you do. ) 

In the olden days I thought I was clever to require 

that a client overnight me a 50% payment. 

Because the client always wants the copy yester-

day, there’s pressure to start writing before you 

get paid. And that’s a really big no-no (for obvious 

reasons). Even for authors who are eager to sell 

their books, the cost of doing business can be 

more expensive than the book sale. 

So getting that initial payment ASAP is vitally im-

portant. 

All these years later I still prefer an over-night de-

livery check because it gets here… well, over-

night. But also the cost is not mine to bear. 

Today we have many more options. 

Here are 5... Make that  6 ways a 

writer can get paid: 

1. By good old check. I haven’t seen this in 

many years although I suspect that writers work-

ing with very small businesses see this a lot, es-

pecially if they’re local. 

(NOTE: Be sure when accepting paper checks 

that the company’s name is printed and verified.) 

2. By wire transfer. I’ve seen this a lot more 

these days, especially if a client is outside of the 

U.S. My last job’s funds (from a U.S. client), were 

wire transferred because it was perceived as 

faster than FedEx. Again the client was in a BFH 

(big fat hurry). Not ideal because it cost me $45. 

And it probably cost him $45, too. 

5, No -- 6 Proven Ways  

Writers Can Get Paid  

Continued on Page 7 

Just a thought … 

Use the ellipses (…) at the end of a thought or unfin-

ished sentence as a trailing off of the subject. 

http://cwc-sfv.org/STATE/
http://cwc-sfv.org/STATE/
http://mrmsys.org/
http://mrmsys.org/
mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.academygo.org/
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The High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club and the 

Hesperia Branch Library 

Presents 

 S. Kay Murphy 

 
Teacher, author of 

Tainted Legacy 

and The Dogs Who Saved Me 
S. Kay Murphy is the author of three non-fiction books, including two memoirs: Tainted 

Legacy and The Dogs Who Saved Me.  She teaches English and Journalism at the high 

school level, and despite being a somewhat reclusive introvert, loves speaking to writers 

and those interested in writing because of her passionate belief that  

everyone has a story to tell. 

Appearing at the 

 Hesperia Branch Library,  Tuesday, October 15th  

9565 7
th

 Avenue — Hesperia 

2:15 – 3:30 pm   —  Admission is Free 

Like Truman Capote's In Cold Blood, S. Kay Murphy's Tainted Legacy explores the 

chilling effect of murder in a small, rural town.  Unlike Capote, Murphy is not simply a 

city-slicker fascinated by a brutal crime; she is the actual great-granddaughter of the 

accused: Bertha Gifford. 
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3. Via PayPal. At a 3% fee (or thereabouts) paid by 

the receiver, it’ll cost you dearly and add up to thou-

sands lost to banks if you have a healthy income. 

(NOTE: The latest offered by PayPal is called PayPal 

Here, an add-on device, like the CUBE, that custom-

ers can physically swipe their card through.) 

4. By credit card. If you have a merchant account, 

you can swipe the payment. But in my case at least, 

it costs me as much as PayPal and probably more, 

because of additional technology and banking fees 

for taking payment over the Internet. (NOTE: While 

banks offer their card services through a portal, you 

can also use their service attachment to your Android 

or iPhone. One is called CUBE. Many others are de-

signing their own.) 

5. Via FreshBooks, a cloud-based accounting solu-

tion. I heard they only charge 50 cents for a typical 

transaction. I tried it out and it was true. (FYI, I am 

not an affiliate and I did not continue.)  (NOTE: Nei-

ther am I but be sure to check into new methods ar-

riving through different vendors.) 

6. Cash. Oh, yeah. Not the easiest way to do busi-

ness unless you work directly with local businesses 

and vendors. (NOTE: Some authors still give dis-

counts if several books are purchased and/or or-

dered at the same time.) 

Author’s note: This article is reprinted with permis-

sion from the author. June 26, 2013 in Marketing 

Newsletter. Chris Marlow's Marlow Marketing 

Method™ is the leading course for client acquisition 

for copywriters. She also has a community for copy-

writers at http://thecopywriterscoach.com and at 

www.chrismarlow.com - the Marlow Marketing 

Method™ for Copywriters, and also 

www.thecopywriterscoach.com - NEW Copywriters 

Community 

www.chrismarlow.com/primer - Introduction to 

the Marlow Marketing Method™ 

Continued from Page 7 

 

More Photos at Memoir 

Stars & Students Night 

S. Kay Murphy spoke to the enthu-

siastic gathering. You’ll be hearing 

about more details as this ground-

breaking project matures. There’s 

scholarships and an anthology to 

look forward to in 2014. 

Photos  

By 

Rusty 

LaGrange 

(Top to Bottom) S. Kay Murphy, student group, stu-

dent group, Dwight Norris, and Mary Thompson. 
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Sister Moon looms large in the night- 

           Her fiery red orange rules the 

sky. 

Deceived by her dazzling lover,  

         Sister Moon rises in jealous 

anger-  

 A telling deed will be done,  

          Vengeance is in her eyes. 

—- Aileen Rochester  

BLOODY MOON 

~~ From Z to A ~~ 

Everything is Backwards in Las Vegas 

by Ann Miner   

 It is 1990, and I have just moved to Las 

Vegas to go back to college. My first lesson, how-

ever, has nothing to do with classes. I tell myself 

right away that one day I will write a book about 

how everything is backwards in Las Vegas…the 

concept of a little old lady helping a Boy Scout 

across the street.  

My introduction to Las Vegas is a rude 

one. Our impressions of a city often come from 

the people with whom we do business, and those 

people in my path here are poor emissaries. It 

seems that the long list of employee dissatisfac-

tion is in full swing. The “Take This Job and Shove 

It” and “The Customer is Always Wrong” songs 

are blaring. 

  

Ever Find Your Life Spinning Out of Control? The first professional task in the fixer-upper townhouse 

I bought is to lay new floors throughout. I don’t know 

why, but it never occurs to me that the carpet layer will 

leave the hot iron on the new carpet and burn a large 

hole in it only minutes after he has laid it. The patch he 

sews in is only noticeable if you remove the chair I 

place over it.  

The next day the phone company comes and 

moves the refrigerator to get to the strategically-placed 

phone jack. The four holes torn in the new vinyl floor -- 

by now nearly twenty-four hours old — don’t show with 

a rug over them. 

And did you know that the best place for a wa-

ter heater is in a cubby hole behind the closet in the 

master bedroom upstairs? Why didn’t I think of that? 

The water damage on the living room ceiling is only 

visible if you look up. I try to get someone to replace 

the water heater before I put in the new carpet, but 

they all tell me that it isn’t leaking, it’s just condensa-

tion. With 10% humidity and air conditioning I can’t see 

how that can be, but what do I know? 

 By the time I finally find a guy to agree that it is 

rusted out, the new floors are all in place, holes and 

patches included, no extra charge. The rust and black 

rubber wheel marks left on the new off-white carpet 

when the old water heater is unceremoniously taken 

down the stairs don’t look too bad with the lights out. 

What is interesting about all of this is that it’s no 

one’s fault. The customer is always wrong. For exam-

ple, there is no electricity in the front wall; when that is 

fixed there is suddenly none in the north wall; when 

that is fixed I have no air conditioning in the 107 de-

grees and no garbage disposal.  

Then there’s the memory of the plumber, fran-

tically running up and down the stairs, turning on and 

off all the power because he doesn’t know which fuse 

connects to the water heater, and three weeks later I 

don’t have hot water for a week because he has 

burned out an element and it is not on warranty even 

for two weeks and he isn’t going to pay for it because it 

is not HIS FAULT?!!! 

Then I try not to worry when the bank sends me 

my statement with someone else’s checks, meaning  

Continued page 11 
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Desert Gold 

Anthology 2012 

Available for $10 

at every  

regular meeting 

In 2003, the California State Assembly officially 
declared the third week in October of each year 
as California Writers Week. The observance 
was initially proposed by the California Writers 
Club and its branches and was co-sponsored 
by the state’s libraries. Depending on when 
your branch newsletter goes to press, you’ll 
read this in October or November. If October, 
you still have time to step up your commemora-
tive efforts on behalf of California Writers Week. 
If November, we hope you did it up proud. 
 
The next statewide literary event on the horizon 
comes from the joined forces of the NCIBA 
(Northern California Independent Booksellers 
Association) and SCIBA (Southern California 
Independent Booksellers Association). Califor-
nia Bookstore Day, modeled on the very suc-
cessful Record Store Day, aims to harness the 
reading and writing communities to drive read-
ers to indie bookstores on Saturday, May 3, 
2014.  
 
For that one day, limited, unique, word-based 
items go on sale in more than 150 indies across 
California. You can’t get them before. You can’t 
get them after. And you can’t get them on Ama-
zon. Participating authors so far include An-
thony Bourdain, Neil Gaiman, Sue Grafton, 
Mary Roach, Henry Winkler and more. Major 
publishers have signed on as well. The organiz-
ers urge bookstores to hold autographing ses-
sions, throw parties, bring in food trucks and in 
general play up CDC. 
 
California Bookstore Day represents a wonder-

ful opportunity for CWC branches to support 

independent bookstores while extending the 

visibility and reach of our club.  

 

Contact an HD CWC Board member if you wish 
to support this project.. For more information, 
go to www.cabookstoreday.com. -- Donna 
McCrohan Rosenthal, PR Director  

A WEEK AND A DAY 

California Writers Week Oct 13-19 

Membership News 

Updating Your Writing Status 

Validates Your Current Work 

 It has been brought to my attention that some infor-
mation in our Rosters, as well as the MRMS system, 
need updating in regards to those members who are 
now published.  Also note the newest website for 
MRMS is: 

 If you have published any work within that last two 
years, please send me an email to let me know 
and I will update our Rosters to give you the credit 
you deserve. 

 Happy writing! 

 Amanda Smith 

HDCWC Membership Chair 

 

QUOTES TO COVET    
“Substitute 'damn' every time you're inclined  

to write 'very;' your editor will delete it and the 

writing will be just as it should be.”  

― Mark Twain 

Mallard Fillmore syndicated cartoon: Agent is 

sending a message: Dear Aspiring Author, The 

manuscript you submitted for publication 

stinks. Please consider making it a trilogy and 

get back to us... 
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RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor 
Notes From the Editor --- 
 

No matter how busy we get as the holidays approach, you will always find 
a safe haven and a nice break with your writing friends at the HD CWC 
regular meeting. Share & celebrate! Send in short poems and holiday 
short stories for the up-coming November and December issues.. 

 

When submitting articles and stories:  use Arial Font, 11-point type, no 
need to double-space. Attach photos and / or submissions to your email. 
Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your emails.  

 New Deadline: 23rd of each month.  

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.   

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

that someone else has my checks – and my name, my address, my phone number, my bank account num-

ber, and – not insignificantly - my signature,  and “Gee, we don’t know where your checks are, but we will get 

right to it,” and they don’t…ever. 

Or what about the university sending me a bill for $1300 that I don’t owe? When I go to the Registrar’s 

office to correct the error, they say I need to see the Controller. The Controller sends me to Admissions, who 

send me to the Cashier, who sends me to the Controller. So, one more time I make my way back to the Con-

troller’s office, clutching my proof-of-not-owing, and slap it on the desk. I am promptly told, without the slight-

est hesitation, to go to Admissions. At my gentle insistence (I smack my palm loudly on the counter), in spite 

of the It-ain’t-my-job-man attitude, the Controller makes one phone call… ONE PHONE CALL…and it is fixed.  

Is it salary, personal life, working conditions, interpersonal relations or a combination of these factors 

that make everything backwards in Las Vegas? Oh well, find me a Boy Scout. I may as well get started help-

ing him across the street. 
 

Continued from page 8 

Topics for October 15-October 31 contest: 

1.   What makes you recall a creepy Halloween? 

2.   What is your favorite flavor for October? 

Two Age Categories: 13-17 and 18 and up.  

Prizes: 1st Place - $40 + publication online 

2nd Place - $10 Starbucks gift card + publication online 

3rd Place - Nina Amir's "How to Blog a Book" + publication online. 

Blog and Win Cash 
Write a Halloween short post for High Desert 

Blogging and win cash. The web site is offering 

monthly creative writing contests for online publi-

cation and for a bit of cash and give-aways. 

Themes change each month. Enter by email and 

see all contest rules at 

www.highdesertblogging.com/contest  

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
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Books                   

 
 

 
 

 

Personal 

 

Want to advertise in the Jan., February, 

March 2014 issues of the Inkslinger?  

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                               $80 

 

Submit your ad along with payment to 
Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) 
by December 14, 2013. Provide them at 

the HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 

Services 

 

Should you make a purchase 
based on an ad found in the Ink-

slinger, please let the seller know. 

 


