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     As the High Desert Branch of the California 

Writer's Club, we have some outstanding projects 

underway. The Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project is 

a groundbreaking program that will memorialize the 

lives of 34 senior citizens 

and train 34 advanced place-

ment high school seniors in 

the art of memoir writing.  

     The prison outreach con-

tinues to touch inmates who 

are finding their voice and 

honing their skills, as well as 

employing the services of 

some of our members who 

offer instruction at the prison  

facility and many who anonymously offer critique ser-

vices.  

     Our Conference on October 19th is a great value 

that will instruct and inspire, and should be attended 

by all with even a passing interest in writing. 

     These and many other activities are ongoing and 

are expected to produce significant results. Because 

of that, as president of the High Desert Branch of the 

CWC, my approach through the end of the calendar 

year will be to finish strong, to continue to supply 

these efforts with volunteers and expertise and en-

ergy to get the job done well. I am reluctant to push 

for additional projects that would dilute these initial 

efforts. There are some good opportunities on the  
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Dwight Norris 

near horizon, but I would like to see these materialize 

after the turn of the calendar year. I also consider it a 

high priority to have quality meetings each and every 

month. My goal is to grow in numbers, and to enrich 

and inspire. 

     I will be attending the Writer's Digest Conference 

at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza in Los Angeles. 

The dates are September 27-29 and I am excited! I 

hope to learn a lot and make many contacts that will 

lead to the enrichment of our branch of the club. 

Watch for this event to make an impact on our activi-

ties soon after I return. 

 COME TO OUR NEXT MEETING AND BE INSPIRED! 

~~ Dwight Norris 

Reopening Celebration  

This Monday, Sept. 9th,  

from 5:30  until 9 pm 

 AV Library 

More on Page 3 
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 With a change of venue 

to the Hesperia Library, our 

meeting was packed. We gained 

eight new members, enjoyed 

socializing time, and met many new aspiring writers 

and authors. This arrangement at Hesperia was just 

a temporary one.  

 We’re back in Apple Valley now. Our hosted 

location, at Apple Valley Library, has now completed 

its renovations. An email blast  was sent out to invite 

all CWC branch members to celebrate the facelift 

with a Reopening Celebration, Monday, Sept. 9th, 

from 5:30 pm until 9 pm. (See Page 3 for more de-

tails). This is your time to support the efforts of our 

Apple Valley Library and Librarian Felicia Macomber.  

The additional computer lab and upgrades will allow 

library visitors to take writing classes, and other en-

hancements to develop writing and reading skills. 

It’s also our opportunity to teach. Are you curi-

ous? More information will be coming... Photos  by 

 Anthony J  

 Enriquez 

What you missed 

Past Honorees of Jack London Award: (l to r) Carol 

Warren, Bob Isbill, Roberta Smith and George Gracyk. 

Former Jack London winner, Carol War-

ren (left) commends 2013 winner, 

Roberta Smith, on her accomplish-

ments at August general meeting at 

Hesperia Library 

Selected Authors Shared the Mic 

Jenny Margotta 

Jen Bayless 

Freddi 

Gold  

and  

Dwight 

Norris 

Robert Kirk 
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Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Sep-

tember 14th at the Apple Valley Library. We were 

hoping the renovation would be done in time for us 

to go back to our regular meeting place this month, 

and things did work out. 

In fact, to celebrate the completion of the renova-

tion, on Monday evening, September 9th, from 5:30 

to 9:00, a grand re-opening ceremony is scheduled 

and all HD-CWC members are invited.  

Business casual attire is appropriate and various 

local dignitaries will speak. We value the positive 

relationship we have with the Apple Valley Library 

and want to express our appreciation for the many 

ways the library helps our club. Even if you can't 

stay the entire time, if you wanted to drop in and 

give Felicia Macomber, the librarian for this branch, 

a pat on the back and a word of congratulations, it 

would be much appreciated. 

Dwight Norris 

President HD-CWC 

Renovation Dedicated Monday 

Published Authors for 2013 

Desert Gold Anthology, 2013  Published Authors  

Howling At The Moon Anthology 2010,  

Published Authors  

Photos  by 

 Anthony J  

 Enriquez 

Editor’s Note: 

We just have too many published authors to fit into one 

photo… Congratulations!  

Sorry if we missed anyone.     ~~ Rusty 
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 Dorothy C. Blakely  
Memorial Memoir Project 

The first classes of the Memoir Project were completed  and 

the Branch’s new video camera, to record the sessions, has 

proven to be a good tool.  

The Board recently approved the video cam to help future 

instructors fine-tune their presentations as well as document 

the efforts of the Branch members donating their time to the 

project. 

Pictured below are Holly LaPat, Mary Langer Thompson, Out-

reach Project Director Bob Isbill, Mike Raff, and Dwight Norris.  

Students in the class are unnamed and belong to the Ad-

vanced Placement  program where they earn points toward 

their future college degrees. 

Photos  by 

 Anthony J  

 Enriquez 

Amy wrote PR for 

Hesperia Star 

Another PR writer 

Preliminary Coaching For Instructors 

Selected Instructors for DCB Memoir Project 2013 

(from left to right) 

Instructor Charlotte Wilmoth-Street, Rusty LaGrange, 

Davida James, Dwight Norris , Bob Isbill, Mary Langer 

Thompson, Jen Bayless, Holly LaPat, Denny Stanz and 

Jenny Margotta 

Bob Isbill, Outreach Project Director 

Instructor Charlotte Wilmoth-Street (facing camera) 

gives volunteers  some pointers on training styles for 

students attending Academy for Academic Excellence. 
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News You Can Use 

Hey, let’s wake up and smell the coffee !   Okay, as 

writers, we’re supposed to create clichés, not encour-

age old tired ones – but in this case, that’s what we 

have and what we need. 

Last week I received the stereotypical scam phone call.  

Now, I’m not so dumb as to think that the scammers 

don’t “target” their targets!  Because of the lists they 

buy, they know some of us are elderly, alone, semi-

dependent on our PC’s to keep us in touch with the 

world.  Okay, so the kids don’t call or come by as often 

as they should/could and this is a window to the 

“outside world”?!   So, the transmission looks like gos-

pel.  You decided to send it to five or ten chosen 

friends, hit “forward” and away it goes, complete with 

names and e-mail addresses of 25-50 “close friends” —  

a Mother Lode for  those people who want to mine the 

information of folks involved and the genre that appeals 

most to them  (this is otherwise known as “phishing”).  

So, this guy comes on the phone and tells me to be 

sure and not hang up, he has important information for 

me.  For the last couple of weeks, my PC has been in-

fected with a virus that’s going to mess the whole proc-

ess up to the point where I won’t be able to use it and 

they will restore it to pristine condition for a small 

“consideration”!!  Whoopee!.  And sure enough, if you’re 

gullible enough to “bite”, you can be without your com-

puter!  

 One of my friends, a trusting and delightful man who , 

in spite of years in the Corrections system still seems to 

believe in people, listened, did as told by this voice from 

another culture, and before he could get his computer 

back in service laid out nearly $500.  When he didn’t 

“play ball”, the criminal syndicate (what else can you 

call them?) took his PC off line and he lost all use of it!  

What the “voice” didn’t know, though, is that when it 

tried to  beguile me with promises of “cleaning up” my  

Mining Our “Mother Lodes”  

With Scamming, Schemes 

and Sneakiness  

computer, was that during the time frame when 

the supposed infection was alleged to have oc-

curred, my excellent computer tech had actually  

been spending time with my PC, cleaning, bring-

ing it up to snuff, and  giving me a trouble-free 

system for the next 6 – 9 months!  And, I’d paid 

attention to the warnings that pop up online for 

us.  And, I’m not the only HD CWC member who 

has been faced with this scam! 

What this particular scammer claimed was that 

he (or she) is a certified Microsoft Technician, 

and they can “fix” your computer right then.  All 

you have to do is follow a few simple instructions, 

which gives them remote access to your com-

puter.  Definitely 

just say “no.”  

And hang up.   

And the only one

(s) I had to thank 

for this attempted 

scam were peo-

ple I really cared 

about.  People 

who wanted to 

share information 

they had received 

and enjoyed on 

their individual 

websites, and  

forwarded it on 

without getting rid of the “cc” addresses attached 

to the information they were sending, and the 

tons of vulnerable recipients who were the sub-

ject of those cc  addendums.  Many of us receive, 

and ignore, ‘canned’ additions to material sent to 

us telling us to delete the information carrying the 

e-mail information on to others. Well, I don’t know 

about you.  You may still be in the work force.  A 

lot of us are not and are dependent on pensions 

that certainly don’t equal the active employee’s 

income.  So $500 could mean the difference be-

tween buying meds, seeing the doctor, or being 

able to participate in your offspring’s birthday,  

and paying some scumbag on-line pirate money 

they have stolen through deceit.   

Continued on Page 6 

Naomi Ward 
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Our State Board’s Southern California  

Division now has a new website: 

www.socalwritersshowcase.com  

Check it out and see what’s happening. 

SIGN UP FOR AUTHORS’ BOOTH 

AT HESPERIA DAYS EVENT 

Still thinking about joining us at Hesperia Days 

celebration? It’s September 21-22. Members will 

host a booth during the event. Just sign up, bring 

your books to sell (seller’s permit. required), and 

help represent our branch of active writers. Even 

if you don’t have a book to sell, you can help 

be a Branch Ambassador. We still have seats 

open. Email Mike Raff  mprseven@aol.com  

So, let’s wake up and smell the coffee – when you 

receive “forwards” from friends or family, before you 

send it on, DELETE THE CC portion of the transmis-

sion!  It tells your family and friends that you still care 

about them… Here’s the easy way to do just that:  

Click on “Forward” and your message will open up, 

showing all the email addresses that have so far re-

ceived the message.  Simply highlight those ad-

dresses and press “Delete.”  They’re gone, and you 

can safely send along the forward to your friends. 

And when you do send it to a bunch of people in your 

email address, do them a favor and send it “Blind 

Copy.”  That keeps their email address off some fu-

ture list that could cause them major problems! 

News You Can Use 

Continued from Page 5 

"Just now I can feel  that little quivering of the pen  

which has always foreshadowed the happy delivery  

of a good book."         ~~Emile Zola  

10 Steps to Becoming a  
Better Writer 

1.  Write. 

2.  Write more. 

3.  Write even more. 

4.  Write even more than that. 

5.  Write when you don’t want to. 

6.  Write when you do. 

7.  Write when you have something to say. 

8.  Write when you don’t. 

9.  Write every day. 

10. Keep writing. 

LOYAL AMERICANS 

Loyal Americans love their land, 
Immigrants are the greatest fans. 

With rights and freedom both secure, 
Peace of mind remains assured. 

 
Then foreign rebels attacked our land, 
Hijacked planes and used against man. 

Hiding like cowards when pursued, 
Determined to destroy our fortitude. 

 
American people volunteered, 

Kill the foes that gloat and jeer. 
Preserve our way of life our goal, 
God help us to be brave and bold. 

 
Loyal Americans love their land. 
America’s heart beats for man. 

America’s mind seeks progress, 
America’s spirit is richly blessed. 

 
Poem/Song © by Josephine Irena Sotomayer 

About the Author:  

Brian Clark is founder 
of Copyblogger.com  

http://www.copyblogger.com/subscribe/
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FATAL ATTRACTION 

by Diane Neil 

     First off, let me state that I am definitely NOT a 

flirt. Not now, when I'm a wrinkled old lady, and cer-

tainly not when I was an awkward, pimpled teen-

ager. 

     I do confess to having a friendly manner, smiling 

at everyone and sometimes chatting them up.  That 

is NOT flirting. 

     Harry and I have different shopping 

modes.  When I have to buy something, I make a 

beeline to that item, get in line to pay, and exit the 

store ASAP.  Even if he needs only one or two items, 

Harry likes to wander through the aisles looking at 

everything, afraid he might overlook some gadget he 

might need. 

     Over the years, I have learned to be patient while 

cooling my heels waiting for him to show up at the 

checkout line.  I stand and read all the gossip maga-

zines, or I find somewhere to sit.  More than once 

I've been joined by old guys waiting for their wives. 

     At Wal-Mart the other day, my sciatica was killing 

me, and I was sitting on a bench with my sore leg 

stretched out.  Along came an old geezer riding one 

of those adult kiddy cars, offering me a ride. 

     "No, thanks," I told him.  "I already bought some-

thing." 

     "Oh, but it's fun to ride around sightseeing 

through the whole store.  You might see something 

else you want." 

     I was about to decline his persistent offer when a 

big, frowning woman came bustling up and gave me 

a dirty look.   

     "Come on!  I'm done!" she told her husband. 

     As he meekly followed her out the door, I wanted 

to shout after her: 

     "Lady, I don't want your geezer!  I have one of my 

own!"  

Synchronicity  

 by Barbra Badger 

Though time is relative, still it was a long time ago when  

A particular popular song on the radio 

Was heard by me—and others—for the very first 
time. 

  

We thought of each other as family 

Shared everything theirs and mine. 

  

We were youngish 

It was the 60s 

A time we seemed to know 

Was a time to be remembered 

A time to learn 

to grow. 

  

We loved each other 

We loved the ‘times’ 

Every song was ‘ours’ 

For a brief time  

We were children of the flowers. 

  

On Highway One 

Together by the sea 

This tune danced out  

By the light of a very full moon. 

  

The ocean rolled in, gleaming froth 

As we rolled along beside 

By the second verse 

We all sang 

As though we’d known it long  

  

What was the song that had us enraptured so? 

What else could it be 

That formed this perfect synchronicity? 

 “I’m being followed by a Moonshadow” 

Perfect time Perfect place  

The moon, shadows, and the sea. 
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Desert Gold 

Anthology 2012 

Available for $10 

at every  

regular meeting 

 

TREES TELL OF MY LIFE’S SEASONS 

I.   AUTUMN 

By Aileen Rochester 

In our old Pasadena home 

Out of an open wide second story window, 

A tall tree filled the fall sky 

In its leaves, warm & vivid 

I saw the colors of my middle years 
 

Yellow leaves willed me new energy and power 

Brilliant gold told me to love the beauty before me 

Rich fiery orange and intense red leaves 

Inspired me to create expressively  

Deep brown leaves told me I was more settled 
and wise 
 

Flourishing tree, you’ve steadied my untamed 
heart  

And shown my life’s new season  

Knowing I shall reap rewards of my past toils. 

 I welcome becoming illustrious in the journey 
ahead 

And without regret, said goodbye to my youth  
 

As the warm breezes blew 

Loose leaves sailed gracefully down 

Riding with joy, rustling softly as they touched the 
ground 

Singing softly, that when the seasons of my life 
are over, 

I, too, will fly on a final journey. 

Barron branches weaved intricate patterns 

Each had their own complex story 

From simple strong trunks and thick limbs which were  

Going upward to become small and delicate 

Only a bit more gray than the skies they reached for. 

 

These fragile branches told me of what they once held 

So firmly and nurtured so dearly 

They held memories of fruitful times now sadly past  

Was our purpose, like theirs, to lift others up, 

Before the end of life’s last journey? 
 

In the foreground, an old woman was swinging a child  

Her wrinkled face mimicked the complexity of the trees 

Her gray sweat suit dully melted into the ambiance. 

Yet as she spoke, her eyes bright and knowing, 

Gave way to light-hearted laughter and a serene man-
ner. 
 

“What is it like to grow old?” I asked her. 

She told me of lessons learned, 

Stories of wisdom, at times hard earned. 

I saw the answer that day in a woman’s face,  

Beaming with inner beauty, lighting a dim world. 

 

I saw what it was to be aged from this scene of life 

It is to keep what you need to grow, 

Simply letting the unneeded go, 

Consoled with all you have done, and, 

Contentment within ourselves, to at last fully know.  

II.   WINTER 

A world away, in cold blowy March, 

Under a Tuscan overcast sky, 

I was mesmerized by a somber landscape  

In a country park with bare trees and blank land. 

All I saw was dreary and deserted. 
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AN EXPLANATION OF ISBNs 

By Jenny Margotta 

Most of us already know we need an ISBN number 
as part of our publishing efforts. But how many know 
just what an ISBN is or why we need it? 

I did some research and, in short, here’s what I came 
up with. 

ISBN stands for International Standard Book Number 
and is used in the publishing world to identify and 
track published works. The first such number, origi-
nally just SBN, was designed by Gordon Foster of 
Trinity College in Dublin in 1965.  It was expanded to 
a 10-digit number in 1970 and in January, 2007 was 
expanded to the current 13-digit number. The ISBN 
system is now used worldwide.  While it is not man-
datory, many booksellers will not handle products 
without one. 

 

The purpose of the ISBN is to establish and identify 
one title or edition for a specific publisher. This al-
lows for more efficient tracking and marketing of 
each unique edition by retailers, wholesalers, dis-
tributors, libraries, and colleges, and universities. 

So far, so good, right? But is there any meaning to all 
those numbers, you might ask.  Yes, there is. Let’s 
look at an example:  978-0-446-61869-4. 

The initial three digits establish the product industry.  
978 (and sometimes 979) is the code assigned to the 
book publishing industry. 

 

The next number, 0, isolated by dashes, is the group 
identifier. Group identifiers are one to five digits in 
length. The most common are 0 and 1 for English-
speaking countries; 2 for French; 3 for German; 4 for 
Japanese; 5 for Russian, and; 7 for Chinese. 

The next series of numbers is the publisher code.  In 
our example above, that number is 446 and identifies 
the book as being published by Grand Central Pub-
lishing.  Some of the other major publishers are G.P. 
Putnam’s Sons (399), Mira Books (7783) and Berk-
ley Books (425). Some major publishers do have 
more than one code; this occurs when they have 
used all the possible variations for the item number 
under an assigned publisher’s code. Today there are 
628,000 assigned publisher codes.  Currently there 
is no site where you can get a listing of all of them for 
free, but you can order a book listing them all for 
about $925.00.   

 

 

 

The next set of numbers – in our example, 61869 – 

is the item number. It is also known as the publica-

tion element, can be up to six digits.  It identifies the 

particular title, edition, and format specifics of the 

book.  

(Above: some other details you may recognize) 

 

The final digit is a check digit and is used to verify 

the accuracy of the first numbers.  This check digit 

will appear as the numerals 1 through 9 or the letter 

X, which represents 10.  There is a complicated for-

mula that multiplies the first twelve digits to arrive at 

the check digit.  It is used internally within the pub-

lishing world to validate a particular ISBN. 

So, now you probably know more than you ever 

wanted to know about ISBNs.  An author may order 

one from the Library of Congress at a cost of about 

$60.00. But generally the ISBN is provided by the 

publishing entity – yes, even self-publishing entities – 

and the cost is included in your overall printing costs. 

 

"Good writing is about telling the truth. We are a 

species that needs and wants to understand who 

we are. Sheep lice do not seem to share this 

longing which is one reason they write so very 

little. But we do."    ~~Anne Lamott  

SHEEP LICE?? ...Really?? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=iGn-w-vtChGWVM&tbnid=qYXsBIs_vuZxWM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.karenwoodward.org%2F2011%2F07%2Fhow-to-get-free-canadian-isbn-number.html&ei=juAoUoviHOjyyAH-j4CwCg&psig=AFQjCNE-3Jw
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More Candid Shots at Hesperia Library 

Photos  by 

 Anthony J  

 Enriquez 
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RustyL@Hughes.net & 

Rusty@aFlairForWords.com 

Contact the Editor 
Notes From the Editor --- 
 

It’s been a long, sticky Summer. I’m ready for cool weather and cool short 
stories from you. Be sure to tell me what you’ve been working on.  

Share & celebrate! Send in some Christmas poems for the holiday issue. 

 

When submitting articles and stories:  use Arial Font, 11-point type, no 
need to double-space. Attach photos and / or submissions to your email. 
Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your emails. New Year. New Presi-
dent. New Deadline: 23rd of each month.  

Call for info: 760-646-2661 if you have any questions. Email : 

Rusty@aFlairForWords.com  or  RustyL@hughes.net.     

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

Member Spotlight 

Mary Ruth Hughes receives 

movie option on her book 

We won’t know all of the details yet, 

but according to the excitement on 

Mary Ruth’s face, she could walk on 

the ceiling. During last month’s CWC 

meeting, she announced that her pub-

lished book — Tishomingo — was just 

what the movie producer was looking 

for when he wanted a Native American 

story for his next project. 

Tishomingo 
The story of Tishomingo is set against a backdrop of Indian Territory in 
the late 1890’s. It centers on the people of the Chickasaw Nation, their 
way of life, politics and assimilation before Oklahoma statehood. As the 
story unfolds, we follow Koi, a beautiful mixed-blood Chickasaw girl, as 
she grows into womanhood in Tishomingo, Indian Territory. Koi is in 
love with her childhood friend, Osi, a full-blood Chickasaw with whom 
she grew up. One day her life is forever changed with the arrival of 
Neville Cooper, a white man contracted by the federal government to 
conduct a census of the Five Civilized Tribes. His visit was like a stone 
dropped into the quiet waters of Pennington Creek, rippling outward to 
change the course of not only her life but everyone around her, in ways 
that none of them could have anticipated. 

mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
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Books                   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to advertise in the October, November, 

December 2013 issues of the Inkslinger?  

Here are costs: 

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                                       $80 

Submit your ad along with payment to 
Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by 
September 14, 2013. Provide them at the 

HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 13 

Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you make a purchase 
based on an ad found in the Ink-

slinger, please let the seller know. 

 

Want to advertise in the October, November, 

December 2013 issues of the Inkslinger?  

Here are costs: 

 

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                                       $80 

 

Submit your ad along with payment to 
Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by 
September 14, 2013. Provide them at the 

HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 

Your  

Business card 

here 


