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News From Norris 

We’ll Focus on Mission-Related Activities 

CWC  Location  Change 

We have a wonderful 

meeting planned for Satur-

day, August 10th at the 

Hesperia Public Library. 

First, five or six of our mem-

bers will read from some of 

their work, three to five min-

utes. I will read last—a very 

"short" short story that will 

definitely come in under 

three minutes.  

   

Then we will fill you in on the remarkable details of 

some incredible activities planned for the next sev-

eral months, including the Dorothy C. Blakely Memo-

rial Memoir Project; The Howl at the Moon Confer-

ence scheduled for October 19th; the Art at the As-

pen Conference on October 5 and 6; the prison out-

reach expansion; and, much more.  

We are a little club doing big things, things that will 

make a difference in people's lives, and possibly into 

the future. I will also present my vision for the High 

Desert Branch of the California Writers Club for the 

next twelve months. This is an important meeting 

and we look forward to seeing you there! 

~~ DN 

    A popular speaker at writer’s conferences and re-

treats, Mike teaches fiction and nonfiction writing 

classes in the extension program at the University of 

California, Riverside. 

    Mike’s "greatest joy" is 

sharing with others and he 

continues to do so through 

workshops for writers and 

the personal enrichment 

seminars taught regularly 

with his brother, Tom. In 

1995, the brothers founded 

the Big Bear Writers’ Re-

treat, where writers gather 

twice a year for writing prac-

tice and inner renewal.  

AUGUST 2013 

Continues on Page 2 

Dwight Norris 

Mike Foley Returns in September  

As Our Guest Speaker  

Mike Foley 
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Who Moved My Cheese ? 
 

MOVING to HESPERIA in AUGUST 

Our next regular meeting of High Desert Branch of 

CWC will be held at the Hesperia Library in August. 

Same day, same time.  

This move will allow renovations at the Apple Valley 

Library. Once completed, new computer terminals 

will be available, and the ability to offer computer and 

writing classes to the community is in its future. 

Stay tuned for new developments where you can vol-

unteer to help up-and-coming writers learn their craft 

in the computer lab. 

You Are the Guest 
Speaker— Aug. 10th 

Step Up to the Mic 

We have scheduled some 

Open Mic time for those who 

have signed up in advance. 

Let our local authors and writ-

ers entertain you! 

Photos  by 

 Anthony J  

 Enriquez 

What you missed 

Her Passions Led Her to a Prolific Writing Life 

 

Six of our members 

will be reading for 

three to five minutes 

from one of their liter-

ary creations. This 

should be fun for 

readers and audience 

alike. The readers are 

Jim Elstad, Robert 

Kirk, Jenny Margotta, 

Freddi Gold, Jennifer 

Bayless, and Dwight 

Norris. 

Speak Up! 

New Board Takes Center Stage Freddi (right) receives plaque for service and leadership 

Her message to all new authors 

was to write, whether for fun, for 

the love of it, for journaling or to 

write your family legacy. Your mo-

tivation must come from your 

heart. Above all are three things that set you apart from oth-

ers: 1) You must have the talent to write well; 2) You must 

develop a business acumen and do your marketing research, 

and; 3) You must bolster your confidence with Persistence, 

Stamina, and Courage to see the project through to its end. 

Our guest speaker for 

July was internationally-

acclaimed author, Dr. 

Catherine Feher-Elston.  
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High Desert Branch of the California Writers Club 

Proudly Presents 

“Howl at the Moon” Writers’ Conference #3 

Saturday, October 19, 2013     8:30 am – 4:30 pm 
High Desert Center for the Arts         15615  8

th
 Street in Victorville 

Admission $45 -- $35 for Seniors 60 and over -- $25 for Students 
For registration and full program details, visit www.hdcwc.com 

Limited seating!     Don’t miss this wonderful conference! 
 

Our Keynote Speaker: James Scott Bell 
 

Jim is the author of three bestselling books on the craft of 
writing: Plot & Structure, Revision & Self-Editing, and The 
Art of War for Writers, all from Writer's Digest Books. For-
merly the fiction columnist for Writer's Digest, his teach-

ings have traveled worldwide, & many of his students have gone on to publication.  
What they are saying about James Scott Bell… 

 
"I needed advice before I tried to write a novel. The usual axiom— write what you know — wasn't helpful. So I turned 
to James Scott Bell. He taught me how to structure a great entrance —the equivalent of gliding down a spiral stair-
case in a wedding gown — and how to keep the next 400 pages from becoming as hopelessly tangled as the crumpled 
papers and wads of gum in my old desk. My novel sold." – Sarah Pekkanan, author of The Opposite of Me 
 
"I had a novel with problems I didn't know how to solve. After James Scott Bell's class, I knew the solutions. This was 
easily the most practical writing class I ever attended. I sold my novel using what I learned." — Darrell James, author of 
Nazareth Child 
 

Also featured on our great program…. 
“Taking the Mystery out of Taxes for Writers”  Scott Rubenstein 
Scott has been an Enrolled Agent since 1983.  (An enrolled agent is an expert in taxes who has to take 
a two-day test on taxes and only 25% pass.)  Scott Rubenstein has done taxes for hundreds of writers 
over the years, and has never had a client go to Tax Court. He’ll take the mystery out of the tax ques-
tions that writers and authors have had about deductions.    http://www.lataxservice.com/about-us/ 
 

And featuring our Theme Speaker: 
“Writing Your (or Someone Else’s) Memoir:  If Not Now, When?” Loren Stephens   
Write Wisdom, Inc. was established by Loren Stephens to provide support and guidance for anyone inter-
ested in writing their memoir or life story. A former editor at Houghton Mifflin Publishing Company, Loren 
also served as executive producer for the Emmy nominated PBS documentary, Legacy of the Hollywood 
Blacklist, narrated by Burt Lancaster, and other award winning films. Her productions garnered Golden 
Apple and Cine Gold Eagle awards.  Loren’s personal essays and short stories have been published in nu-
merous literary journals and newspapers including the Los Angeles Times and the Chicago Trib-
une. Loren has just completed her first novel, “Floating in Arashiyama:  A Tale of Two Mothers”. 
http://writewisdom.com 

Last Chance for Discount Price of $25 

Expires August  10th at the CWC Meeting 

http://writewisdom.com
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Continued from previous column 

July 21, 2013, Oakland, CA – The 104-year-old California 

Writers Club (CWC) presented its prestigious Jack London 

Award to local author and club web master  Roberta 

Smith, an active member of the CWC’s High Desert 

Branch. Established in 1973, the awards recognize out-

standing service and dedication “above and beyond” to 

the organization. The state governing body of the CWC 

presents the award to exceptional members nominated 

by their branch peers.   

On the 40
th
 anniversary of the California Writers Club be-

stowing Jack London Awards in recognition of outstanding 

service to recipients selected by the various branches, the 

Central Board representatives celebrated with a picnic in 

the Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland. 

Writer and Poet Joaquin Miller, Jack London and other 

writer friends once congregated in that area and partook in 

food and refreshments and read to each other of what 

they had written.   

At that time, Miller owned 59 of the acres that now com-

prise the 500-acre park, but it was not such a wooded 

area at that time.  Miller planted hundreds of trees, much 

of which was encouraged by the California Writers Club 

members of long ago.  He is credited with coordinating 

and planting 75,000 trees. The city of Oakland now owns 

the vast park, which overlooks the San Francisco Bay.  

There is an amphitheatre that seats 2,000 people, and 

cascades nearby, which were built in 1941 and dedicated 

to California writers. 

It was in that region of the park where approximately 60 

members and friends of the CWC gathered on Saturday, 

July 20
th
 of 2013 to picnic and remember the lore of those 

early prolific writers.  Food, refreshments and an Open Mic 

were enjoyed on the day prior to the Central Board meet-

ing on Sunday. 

Members enjoyed a cake decorating contest 

Gathering of Award recipients from State Branches 

Central Board Parties at Joaquin Miller 

Park:  Awards, BBQ, Plus Cake Contest 

BREAKING  

NEWS 

   Central Board offers bonus monies of $250 to 

Branches that host conferences. Our Branch has ap-

plied for and received the bonus. 

   Promo items like pencils, bookmarks, small 

premiums and give-aways will be purchased for Pub-

lic events as ways to gain attention … and maybe 

new members. 

   Our membership numbers have grown to 97… 

who wants to break 100?? 
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 Dorothy C. Blakely  
Memorial Memoir Project  

Students Paired with  

Senior Citizens Engage  

in New Memoir Project 

 Recently, Bob Isbill, HD CWC Programs 

Coordinator, pitched the outreach memoir pro-

gram to the Central Board in Oakland in July, ask-

ing them for their support.  The Executive Board 

and the Central Board Representatives unani-

mously approved support for the HD CWC Doro-

thy C. Blakely Memorial Memoir Project for 

$1,000. 

 The upcoming project, slated to begin in 

the Academy for Academic Excellence class-

rooms (formerly known as The Lewis Center) in 

Apple Valley, on August 20, 2013, will educate 45 

Advance Placement senior high school students in 

the craft of writing, particularly memoirs.  Over 

$11,000 in labor from HD CWC instructor volun-

teers, critiques, and administrators will be donated 

by our members to complete this exciting pro-

gram.   

 The DCBMMP, named to honor Dorothy C. 

Blakely, who inspired and encouraged our involve-

ment in outreach programs, will connect those 45 

young writers with 45 senior citizens of the High 

Desert.  The students will then memorialize the 

lives of those people with 3,000 to 4,000 word 

memoirs, the best of which will subsequently be 

published in an anthology.  All students will re-

ceive grades from the accredited charter school, 

published or not.   

 Instructors will be Mary Langer Thompson, 

Holly LaPat, Denny Stanz, Rusty LaGrange, 

Jenny Margotta, Tania Ramos, Bob Isbill, Davida 

Siwisa James, Therese Moore, Marilyn King 

(Ramirez), Jennifer Bayless, and Dwight Norris. 

Further information is available at http://

www.hdcwc.com/special-project---blakely-

memoir.html. 

Bob Garfinkle, outgoing president of the CWC, pre-

sents the Jack London Award for Roberta Smith 

(not present) to Bob Isbill on her behalf. 

Roberta Smith Honored With  

CWC’s Jack London Award 

 

All Classes will be held at 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. on Thursdays 

August 20, Writing memoirs. Where and how do you begin, and 

why? Taught by: Mary Langer Thompson and Bob Isbill – Handouts 

August 29, The craft of story writing.  Plot, character and theme. 

Taught by: Holly LaPat and Denny Stanz    

September 12, Basics of fact-finding. Interviewing skills and tech-

niques. Taught by: Rusty LaGrange, Jenny Margotta - Handouts 

September 26, Character empathy and arc. Log Lines. Taught by: 

Bob Isbill - Handouts 

October 10, Point of View.  How do you choose to tell your story? 

Taught by: Tania Ramos - PowerPoint 

October 24, Settings in your stories. Bringing places and moods to 

life. Taught by: Davida Siwisa James and Therese Moore 

 November 14, Interactive Critique Instruction: Defining constructive 

criticism of fellow writers. Taught by: Panel — Mary Thompson, 

Marilyn King, Jennifer Bayless 

December 12, The Power of Words. Taught by: Dwight Norris     

DOROTHY C. BLAKELY MEMORIAL MEMOIR PROJECT 

INSTRUCTION CURRICULUM FOR 2013 

http://www.hdcwc.com/special-project---blakely-memoir.html
http://www.hdcwc.com/special-project---blakely-memoir.html
http://www.hdcwc.com/special-project---blakely-memoir.html
http://www.hdcwc.com/uploads/1/0/8/5/10855243/5618303_orig.jpg
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By Bob Isbill 

Programs Director 

Who is Dorothy C. Blakely? 
 

 

Dorothy C. Blakely, who passed away on August 30, 2011 at the age of 89, was the source of much encour-
agement in the years we were re-building our High Desert Branch from 14 members in January 2009 to more 
than 100 by March of 2011. Percentage of growth-wise, we became the fastest growing of the 18 branches in 
California.  

Dorothy was enthusiastic and supportive of the memoir idea, born in early 2009, that would generationally 
link students and seniors in a project that could potentially memorialize dozens of lives now, and even hun-
dreds, if implemented state-wide by the CWC. 

Although we did not have the resources of qualified membership or any operating budget for such a project 
when I first talked to her about it in 2009, she seemed to know that we would get there and eventually be 
able to do it.  Although she suffered from a debilitating and eventual fatal disease, her optimism and positive 
attitude towards life was contagious and irresistible. 

A few months prior to her death, we were contacted by the Assistant Supervisor of Education (ASOE) at the 
Federal Correctional Complex in Victorville. They had heard of us, and requested us to do writing workshops 
at the prison. 

On June 8, 2011, we met with two ASOE’s and eight inmates to determine their 
needs. When I shared that information with Dorothy Blakely, she was very excited 
about the possibilities that could stem from that project, and delighted that the 
HD CWC could and would participate in such an educational outreach program.  
Looking back, I now realize that she had the vision and imagination to realize and 
encourage the opportunities for personal development of our member volunteers, 
and the prospect of growth for the inmates. 

Out of that meeting sprang over two dozen workshops with 25 selected inmates. 

Nine of those inmates were published in our 2013 anthology, "Desert Gold." Some 
have since published books and other works. According to another ASOE, none of 
those inmates have had any disciplinary actions whatsoever during that time. We 
are now in the process of replicating our program to two other facilities at the in-
stitution which will expand our outreach program to over 75 prisoners.   

We, the volunteers who go to the FCC every month, take away a great deal of 
satisfaction and reinforced belief in our CWC Prison Outreach Project.  I believe 
the many anonymous critique members also know what they are contributing to 
this effort, and I and the other volunteers know  what their critiques mean to the 
inmates. 

Who was Dorothy C. Blakely?  

She was an exceptional human being placed on earth for 114 days shy of 90 years. Each day she was here 
was a blessing on so many levels for anyone who knew her.  She was smart, pretty, upbeat, funny, strong, 
tender, compassionate, loving, reliable, understanding, wise, positive, generous, courageous, and staunch.  
She was someone you wanted in your corner, and on your side because once she was on your side, she 
never left you standing alone. She experienced life in her roles as wife, mother, friend, and luckily for me and 
my siblings, a sister. 

 

Without the encouragement, excitement and enthusiasm of Dorothy C. Blakely, these events and our phe-
nomenal growth may not have happened.   

When I was writing the grant request for this project, the application asked for the name of the project. And 
that is how and why we have named this project in her memory. 
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Desert Gold 

Anthology 2012 

Available for $10 

at every  

regular meeting 

Early Bird Special !! 

Shave $20 off your  

Howl at the Moon #3 Conference Fee 

If you are a CWC Member in good standing 

And you pay by August 10th   

The Cost of this One-Day event is  

Only $25  

Our State Board’s Southern California Divi-
sion now has a new website: 

www.socalwritersshowcase.com  

Check it out and see what’s happening. 

SIGN UP FOR AUTHORS’ BOOTH 

AT HESPERIA DAYS EVENT 

Hesperia Days celebration is coming up Septem-

ber 21-22. HD CWC will host a booth Saturday 

and Sunday of the event. Just sign up, bring your 

books to sell (resale cert. required), and help rep-

resent our branch of active writers. Even if you 

don’t have a book to sell, you can help be a 

Branch Ambassador. More details to come. 

We need a new Refreshments volunteer to supply 

and set-up our table at the monthly meetings. We 

want to thank Iris Baker for filling this need for quite 

some time.  

It's time for someone else to step into this role. The 

club always pays for the refreshments but we need 

someone to make the purchases, set up, and clean 

up after each meeting. If anyone would like to volun-

teer for this position, please see Dwight or Mike. 

Volunteer Opening:  

Refreshments Chairperson Needed 

Insider’s  Secret to Your 

Online  Book Reviews 

     Do you have a published book online at Ama-

zon.com or other sites?  Are you looking for reviews 

or wonder how they work for or against you?  Here’s 

advice from one of the top Amazon reviewers, our 

HD CWC friend, S. Kay Murphy, author of “Tainted 

Legacy” and “Dogs Who Saved Me”. 

     First, don’t post a review of your own book, she 

advises.  “There are plenty of reviewers out there 

who will read it for you and post a review; you don't 

want to look as if you couldn't get folks to read it. The 

best way to find reviewers is to look at the books 

similar to yours on Amazon, find the reviewers who 

are kind and articulate, click on their names to go to 

the profiles--most of them include a contact link or 

email address.  And always use the reviewers name 

when writing (instead of a generic email).” 
Barnes & Noble’s e-publishing division, PUBit, is be-

ing phased out. It will be replaced by “NOOK 

PRESS” from Barnes & Noble. The changeover is 

not terribly complex but it is significant. Aspiring e-

book authors will need to know about the change. 

If you are published via “PUBit” you will need to 

manually switch over your existing books and ac-

counts to “NOOK PRESS.” 

Barnes & Noble Switches to New Format 
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Special thanks go from the High Desert Branch to 

the SoCal region now known as CWC South for 

their contribution of $100 to our Dorothy C. 

Blakely Memorial Memoir Project at the Academy 

for Academic Excellence in Apple Valley. 

The Southern California CWC South consists of 

the following Branches: 

East Sierra (established 1997) meets first 

Wednesdays at Ridgecrest Presbyterian, Ridge-

crest. 

http://ridge-writers.com/  

High Desert (est. 1990) meets second Saturdays, 

Apple Valley Library, Apple Valley. 

http://www.hdcwc.com/  

Inland Empire (est. 1999) meets fourth Saturdays 

at Ovitt Family Community Library, Ontario. 

http://www.angelfire.com/amiga/iecwc/  

Orange County (est. 2001) meets second Satur-

days at Orange Public Library & History 

Center, Orange. 

http://www.calwritersorangecounty.org/  

Long Beach (est. 2007) meets second Saturdays 

at the Los Altos Neighborhood Library, Long 

Beach. 

http://www.calwriterslongbeach.org/ 

San Fernando Valley (est. 1986) meets first Sat-

urdays, except July and August, at the 

Motion Picture and Television Fund residence, 

Woodland Hills. 

http://www.cwc-sfv.org/  

Writers of Kern (est. 1996) meets third Saturdays 

at Clarion Hotel, Bakersfield. 

http://writersofkern.com/  

We are deeply appreciative of their recognition 

and support.  You can visit them at their new web 

site http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com.  

Get to Know Your Clubs in  

Our CWC South Region 

Did you know?  
“In the first quarter of 2012, e-books passed a critical 

milestone when they outsold hard covers for the first 

time.”   ~~~Writer’s Digest, June 25, 2013 

The Three Lonely Mushrooms of Las Piedras 

by Ann Miner Heimback 

 

 “Poor Us. We are the three lonely mushrooms of 

Las Piedras, Mishy, Mushy, and Stirfry. Boring, boring, 

boring. 

 “Our Lady never treats us with taste. It isn’t that 

she doesn’t try. She doesn’t have the right pan for us, 

like our French cousins Uptown, Sauté, Champignon, 

and Harry. They don’t know what it’s like, being cooked 

in a cheap Teflon skillet with no imagination. They get 

to mix with cocktail onions and shallots, and even some 

sherry now and then. We never get sherry. Boy, are we 

lonely – and boring.” 

 This was the sorry plight of the three lonely 

mushrooms of Las Piedras. Then, one day, their Lady 

received a gift. Somehow, they knew it had something 

to do with them. The little mushrooms grew very ex-

cited. As their Lady opened the box, they realized a 

dream come true. It was a new mushroom pan! 

 No more boring, lonely dinners, shivering on a 

cold plate after being yanked out of that cheap Teflon 

skillet. No more hanging their heads in embarrassment 

when their cousins from Uptown came to visit. Now they 

could be proud, and best of all, they couldn’t wait to 

take French lessons.  

 Their story had a happy, albeit weak, ending.  

 

The author, whose family suggested she leave her name off 

this piece, lives in a house not unlike that of the three lonely 

mushrooms, and can be seen merrily mushrooming Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday, 5:00 P.M.to 7:00 P.M. by appoint-

ment. No admittance charge. 
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News You Can Use 

Writers of Southern Nevada are offering “Fiction 

Writing in the Digital Age" Writers Conference to be 

held in Las Vegas, Oct. 11-12, 2013.  There will be 

editors, agents, and authors discussing craft and in-

dustry topics. Pitches taken.   

The hotel is very affordable -- $49-59 per night, and 

with the early bird discount available this month, con-

ference registration is just $225.  See their web site 

for info at www.nevadawriters.org  

Sponsored by Writers of Southern Nevada, a 501(c)

(3) organization dedicated to the education of writers. 

 

Mary Langer Thompson would like to thank her fel-

low judges, Evelyn Blocker, June Langer, and Winnie 

Rueff, who reached consensus on the top ten poems 

for the Puerto Vallarta Writers Group Anthology. 

South of the Border Anthology Entries Judged 

Call For Submissions; CWC’s Literary Review 

Issue Open Now Through August 30  

    CWC members are invited to submit their published 
or unpublished work following the guidelines below. 
Submissions are blind-read and entries meeting a 
threshold of quality and interest will be published. 
Minor editing, enhancing/correcting presentation, 
may be performed. While satire and parody are wel-
come, proselytizing or potentially libelous material as 
well as pornographic forays, and/or gratuitous vulgar-
ity and obscenity will not be considered. Rejections 
will be accompanied with editors’ suggested im-
provements. 

    IMPORTANT:  You MUST follow the guidelines for 
submission posted on the official www.calwriters.org 
web site:  http://calwriters.org/336-2/ 

Fault Zone Series Deadline Nears 

If you’re a writer and you’d like to be in the next is-
sue, enter SF/Peninsula Branch of California Writers 
Fault Zone Contest.  Next volume will be entitled 
Fault Zone: Shift. Entry details below. Deadline is 
August 31, 2013. 

Fault Zone: Shift, an anthology of short stories 
judged and edited by the SF/Peninsula Branch of 
California Writers will be published by Sand Hill Re-
view Press. Non-members of SF/Peninsula Writers 
are eligible to enter this short story contest.  

Fault Zone isn’t only about earthquakes. It’s about 
personal faults, short-comings and the foibles of be-
ing human. In a way, we all live on a fault zone. 
Write from the heart. Be edgy. Be wild. But make 
sure your story has an arc. Stories involving Califor-
nia are always appreciated. 

First Prize is $250 and publication in our next Fault 
Zone anthology. Second Prize is $100. Third Prize 
is $50. Contest deadline is August 31, 2013. Reading 
fee is $15.  

To enter the contest, mail 2 copies of your submis-
sion plus $15 to the address below. Please put the 
name of the story, and your email address on 
each page. Use Times New Roman or similar font, 
12 point, double space. Maximum word count is 
2500. Must be postmarked by August 31, 2013. 
Please use a cover sheet and give us your contact 
information with your email, address and phone 
number. Even if you win, there may still be edits and 
we will need to contact you right away.  

Mail your two copies, cover page, plus entry fee 

to: SF/Peninsula CWC, P.O. Box 853, Belmont, 

CA 94002 

Their Note: Do NOT send your entry Registered Mail 

as we have to stand in line at the Post Office and it 

makes us cranky.  

Madeline Gornell recommends checking into Oak 

Tree Press’ new contest. She knows several authors 

published by them and they speak very highly of Oak 

Tree.  Go to: http://thebookmarketingnetwork.com/

forum/topics/oak-tree-press-contest?

groupUrl=fantasyhorrorsciencefictionwriters  

For Horror, Fantasy, and Sci-Fi  

Authors: Contest Opens 

Digital Age Conference in Vegas 

I did a theatrical performance about puns. 
It was a play on words.  

GROANER’S CORNER 
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    Does Evil Ever Die?  

Death … as mystery … death as a new beginning 

When Jon - a young man suffering “night terrors” - awakens covered in 

blood, he enters into psycho-hypnotherapy to find out if he might be 

the serial killer who the local media has been nick naming “Jack is 

Back!”.  The sessions soon have him thinking he may actually be the 

reincarnation of Jack the Ripper. 

At first, the psycho-hypnotherapist, Sarah Kilvington, is skeptical about 

her findings, for she does not believe in “night terrors”, which are 

based on “past lives” and “reincarnation.” She knows Jon cannot actu-

ally be Jack the Ripper; he must merely believe that to be true in his 

subconscious mind. But, regardless, if Jon believes it, and if he is 

guilty of the murders, then Sarah has a serious conflict to deal with, for 

she is both horrified and excited about the information coming out of 

these sessions. Sarah writes a book about this case but she is also 

gravely concerned that if her client truly is a murderer, he may kill 

again.  

The more profound Jon's hypnotherapy sessions become, the more 

Sarah's skepticism decreases. Now, she fears her own life may be in 

danger.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR - Author / Spiritual Healer / PLR Hypnotherapist / IT Profes-

sional / Certified Project Management Professional (PMP), Mary has researched Jack 

the Ripper, and his victims, extensively. She has hands-on-experience in dealing with 

the spirit of the real Jack the Ripper, reincarnation, and numerous other “Spirit Driven 

Events.”  Learn more about  Spirit Driven Events - "Jack is Back!" (an updated ver-

sion of one of many chapters in her Non-Fiction book: "Spirit Driven Events - Fasci-

nating and Enlightening True Stories".  The book is available now on Amazon. 

 

If you can raed this, you have a sgtrane mnid, too.  
 Can you raed tihs? Olny 55 plepoe out of 100 can. I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd 

waht I was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde 

Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is taht the frsit and 

lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can siltl raed it wohtuit a pboerlm. Tihs is 

bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? Yaeh 

and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt! 

~~~ From Scribbles 2013, newsletter from Central Coast Writers 

Jack  Is Back! Now In Print 
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~~ NOTICE ~~ 

CHANGES IN THE HD CWC BOARD 

During the current session of the Board held on 
Wednesday, August 7, President Dwight Norris ac-
cepted the resignation of Secretary Anita Holmes 
and appointed Naomi Ward to continue as Secre-
tary for the fiscal year ending in June 2014. 

The Journey Contin-

ues -- is the third part 

of the trilogy about two 

serial killers. The book 

begins as one of the 

serial killers at long 

last finds his intended 

victim. Because of the pressure caused by a true 

crime book about two serial killers in Southern Califor-

nia, specifically the High Desert, he is determined to 

find the second serial killer. The book continues as he 

leaves messages for the authorities that he’s back.  

He stumbles upon the underground modernized mine 

and realizes he found his place, and the mine serves 

his purpose. He, however, has to prove himself.  

Working with the authorities, the victims help to stop 

the carnage. The story deals with families, authorities, 

victims, trust, love, and fear: those who are thrown to-

gether but still find comfort in helping one another. 

 

Author’s Bio: 

Frances Smith Savage is an accomplished copywriter and 

has written almost 600 articles in the past year and a half. 

She also completed her fourth book. . . . and now The Jour-

ney Continues will complete the trilogy of her first two 

books: Julie, A Time to Live, and The Serial Killer My Son. 

Also to her credit is her book, Inspiring Moments that in-

clude uplifting short stories. Her books and short stories all 

have the subtle theme of her Christian faith. She lives with 

her husband in the High Desert of Southern California 

where her books and short stories take place.  

Frances Smith Savage Announces  

Newest Title in Serial Killer Trilogy 

Elvis was really rocking to Don’t Cry Daddy 
when he lost his balance and fell flat on his back. He 
never missed a beat. He kept on singing as if noth-
ing had happened, except that he changed the 
words to “Get up, Daddy. Get up off your back again. 
Daddy, get up.” 

An even more embarrassing situation was 
the wardrobe failure. Elvis was wearing that black 
jumpsuit that I liked so much. He looked great in it, 
and I wished he’d worn it more. That night I think he 
wished he hadn’t worn it. 

He bent down, the way he does -- way down. 
Then he reared back. When he did, his suit split from 
the crouch to the waist. Those white shorts were 
quite a contrast to that black suit. I couldn’t believe it 
but the lighting technician didn’t take the light off him. 

Elvis looked down, crossed his arms in front 
of himself, and said, “I knew it was getting a little 
breezy down there,” and with his knees together, 
duck walked off the stage. He took the microphone 
with him, and while he was changing clothes, he was 
cracking jokes. 

He must have been right in eye-line with the 
“Sweet Inspirations” as he was changing, because 
they were laughing so hard that they were nearly fal-
ling off their stools. I can only imagine the antics he 
was going through back there. 

Pretty soon, he stuck his head out from be-
hind the curtain and looked at us. He pulled it back. 
“How do you follow an act like that?” he said. Then 
he walked back out onto the stage and went on as 
though nothing had happened.  

  

 

By Linda Cooper 

From her collection of Elvis Stories 

Don’t Cry, Daddy 
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RustyL@Hughes.net & 

Rusty@aFlairForWords.com 

Contact the Editor 
Notes From the Editor --- 

Be sure to find our general meeting temporarily at Hesperia Library, near 

Main and 7th St., just north of Main near the fire department’s facility. 

When submitting articles and stories:  use Arial Font, 11-point type, no 

need to double-space. Attach photos and / or submissions to your email. 

Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your emails. New Year. New Presi-

dent. New Deadline: 21st each month.  

Call for info: 760-646-2661 if you have any questions. Email : 

Rusty@aFlairForWords.com  or  RustyL@hughes.net. Call me if you wish 

to submit after deadlines.              -- Rusty LaGrange 

Final Dues Reminder 

Send your continuing membership dues of $45.00 to either 20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430-PMB 281, Apple 

Valley, CA 92307, or you may give them to our Membership Chair Amanda Smith at the meeting.  

Madeline (M.M.) Gornell has five published mystery novels—

including PSWA award winners Uncle Si’s Secret and Lies of Conven-

ience (also a Hollywood Book Festival honorable Mention), Death of a 

Perfect Man, and Reticence of Ravens (a finalist for the Eric Hoffer 

2011 fiction Prize, the daVinci Eye for cover art, and the Montaigne 

Medal for most thought provoking book). Her latest is Counsel of Ra-

vens, her first sequel and a continuation of Hubert Champion’s Mojave 

saga. She continues to be inspired by historic Route 66, and expects 

to release in early 2014 her first mystery thriller—Rhodes. 

Madeline is a lifetime lover of mysteries, and besides reading 

and writing, she is also a potter with a fondness for stoneware and re-

duction firing. She lives with her husband and assorted canines in the 

Mojave High Desert near the internationally revered Route 66. You 

can visit her online at her website http://www.mmgornell.com, or her 

BLOG http://www.mmgornell.wordpress.com, or email her directly at 

mmgornell@earthlink.net. 

Madeline Gornell Member Spotlight 

mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
mailto:RustyL@hughes.net
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Books                   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to advertise in the October, November, 

December 2013 issues of the Inkslinger?  

Here are costs: 

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                                       $80 

Submit your ad along with payment to 
Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by 
September 14, 2013. Provide them at the 

HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 
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Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you make a purchase 
based on an ad found in the Ink-

slinger, please let the seller know. 

 

Want to advertise in the October, November, 

December 2013 issues of the Inkslinger?  

Here are costs: 

 

 Ad Size     Cost 

One Business Card   $10 

Double Business Card   $20 

Triple business Card  $30 

Half Page  $50 

Full Page                                       $80 

 

Submit your ad along with payment to 
Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by 
September 14, 2013. Provide them at the 

HDCWC club meeting or mail to: 

 

HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 

Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 

Your  

Business card 

here 


