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  MARCH 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Jam-packed Writing Events in the Works for HDCWC 

From the President 

I f you are serious about improving your writing, you 

are helping yourself to be a member of the 

HDCWC and take advantage of all the activities 

that are offered. On Saturday, February 28, 18 of our 

members and friends attended The 90-Day Screenplay 

Workshop at the Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

Writer and instructor Alan Watt is one of the brightest 

minds around helping writers draw the story out of their 

hearts and minds. The workshop normally sells for $195 

in Los Angeles but was offered at the California Writer’s 

Club Discount Price of only $75. 

A  week earlier, on Saturday, February 21, about a 

dozen of us traveled to Riverside to walk around 

the Dickens Festival and mingle with hundreds of 

costumed characters representing nineteenth century Lon-

don. Impersonators, musicians, actors, and merchants 

strolled the streets and created the atmosphere of yester-

year. One of the performers bagged on me so hard I will 

definitely not wear a Hawaiian shirt to this event again!   

O n Thursday, February 26, seven or eight of us 

arrived at the Academy for Academic Excellence 

to mentor the 30 advanced placement students 

writing memoirs as part of the DCB Memoir Project. To 

help these students with their writing is to refine our own 

skills. When we give in this way, we gain so much more.  

O ur speaker for our March 14 meeting is Syd 

Blue, a commercial pilot and author, whose latest 

book is Circle. Some of us met Syd when she 

appeared at the Hesperia Library on January 31 during 

the National Book Month Celebration. Syd wrote her first 

book at age nine, and took her first flying lesson at age 

fourteen. Her visit to our club meeting promises to be 

practical and inspirational. 

F or future months, we are working on procuring a 

copyright attorney to answer the age-old questions 

all writers want to know. Can I use the person’s 

real name? Can I tell this story if I can prove that it’s 

true? What’s the difference between slander and libel? 

When we announce the date of this speaker, you’ll want 

to be present to ask the questions of a true professional. 

A t our May 9 meeting, Bill Black will be present to 

perform poetry, music, and magic in honor of our 

veterans. He is an author of several books includ-

ing Old Eyes, Grey Souls, and Cattlemen at the Cantina. 

Bill’s presence has been arranged in collaboration with 

our own Mike Brewer who is a veteran and a long-time 

friend of Bill. In addition, talks are underway with a book 

marketing expert, and who knows what speaker may turn 

up from 19th century London? 

I n addition, a conference is in the works for later in 

the year, probably October or November. Talks are 

still going on, but we all know how Bob Isbill is 

able to arrange the most amazing events staffed by ex-

perts from all aspects of the publishing profession. When 

we are active members of the club and avail ourselves of 

all that is offered at regular meetings as well as the extra 

events, we will become more knowledgeable, skilled, and 

capable as writers. Won’t you jump in and join us on this 

exciting journey?  

Author of FlyGirl    Syd Blue 

See Story and Photo on Page 2 
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~~~  Log on To MRMS for Your Friendly Database  ~~~ 

When was the last time you logged on to Member Record Management System (MRMS)? 

The HDCWC would encourage you to do so. It’s a member benefit, having access to other mem-
bers’ email addresses and phone numbers as well as searching for like-minded writers. 

If you’ve forgotten your password, or need guidance to walking you through the sign-on, contact 
HDCWC Systems Administrator, Bob Isbill at risbill@aol.com. 

Give MRMS an update of your own current information also. When the CWC Bulletin is pub-
lished, as well as this publication, both rely on this source for every branch member’s correct 
mailing address. 

So log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore this program through all the help available within the 
system. It’s very easy to use. 

      The High Desert Branch of the California Writers 
Club (HDCWC) will present Syd Blue, professional pilot and 
author of Circle and FlyGirl at its Saturday, Mar. 14 meeting 
at the Apple Valley Branch Library on Dale Evans Parkway 
from 10 a.m. to noon. The public is welcome and admission 
is free. 

      As Chief Pilot running an aviation business specializ-
ing in aerial surveillance, Syd Blue lives a life in the skies 
from California to Texas. On the ground, Syd has also writ-
ten, edited, and produced for everything from TV stations to 
production companies; from book publishers to national 
magazines.  

 Along with two books, this busy lady has had over 40 
articles published, and supervised writing staffs around the 
world at magazines and a news service. She also produced 
an award-winning documentary, TV shows, commercials, 
and short films. With two cats and one husband, she man-
ages two corporations from her cabin in the woods. 

Links that you can check out: 

For info on books, curriculum, and Syd Blue: SydBlue.com; FlyGirl e-book on sale: http://www.amazon.com/
FlyGirl-ebook/dp/B00AG6YBLW/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1354316729 

Circle: http://www.amazon.com/Circle-Syd-Blue/dp/0615750753/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1425110172&sr=8
-1&keywords=syd+blue 

Syd Blue in the news (articles, blogs, radio interviews, etc.): 

SydBlue.com/news 

Guest Speaker Syd Blue 

Meet Our Guest Speaker:  

   Syd is “FlyGirl” and Author Plus More 

mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org
http://www.sydblue.com
http://www.amazon.com/FlyGirl-ebook/dp/B00AG6YBLW/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1354316729
http://www.amazon.com/FlyGirl-ebook/dp/B00AG6YBLW/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1354316729
http://www.amazon.com/Circle-Syd-Blue/dp/0615750753/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1425110172&sr=8-1&keywords=syd+blue
http://www.amazon.com/Circle-Syd-Blue/dp/0615750753/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1425110172&sr=8-1&keywords=syd+blue
https://www.sydblue.com/news
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Editor's Note: This story has been determined to be true through a search available by 

www.Snopes.com 

  

 

 
 

 Contributed by Hazel Stearns 

One day a teacher asked her students to list the names of the other students in the room on two sheets of 
paper, leaving a space between each name. Then she told them to think of the nicest thing they could say 
about each of their classmates and write it down. 

It took the remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, and as the students left the room, each 
one handed in the papers. 

That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on a separate sheet of paper, and listed 
what everyone else had said about that individual.  

On Monday she gave each student his or her list. Before long, the entire class was smiling. 'Really?' she 
heard whispered. 'I never knew that I meant anything to anyone!' and, 'I didn't know others liked me so much,' 
were most of the comments. No one ever mentioned those papers in class again. She never knew if they dis-
cussed them after class or with their parents, but it didn't matter. The exercise had accomplished its purpose. 
The students were happy with themselves and one another. That group of students moved on. 

Several years later, one of the students was killed in Vietnam and his teacher attended the funeral of that 
special student. She had never seen a serviceman in a military coffin before. He looked so handsome, so ma-
ture. The church was packed with his friends. One by one those who loved him took a last walk by his coffin. 
The teacher was the last one to bless the coffin. 

As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer came up to her. 'Were you Mark's Math 
teacher?' he asked. She nodded. Then he said: 'Mark talked about you a lot.' 

After the funeral, most of Mark's former classmates went together to a luncheon. Mark's mother and father 
were there, obviously waiting to speak with his teacher. 'We want to show you something,' his father said, tak-
ing a wallet out of his pocket 'They found this on Mark when he was killed. We thought you might recognize 
it.' 

Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn pieces of notebook paper that had obviously been taped, 
folded, and refolded many times. The teacher knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which 
she had listed all the good things each of Mark's classmates had said about him. 

'Thank you so much for doing that,' Mark's mother said. 'As you can see, Mark treasured it.' 

All of Mark's former classmates started to gather around. Charlie smiled rather sheepishly and said, 'I still 
have my list. It's in the top drawer of my desk at home.' 

Chuck's wife said, 'Chuck asked me to place his in our wedding album.' 

 'I have mine, too,' Marilyn said. 'It's in my diary.' Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, 
took out her wallet and showed her worn and frazzled list to the group. 'I carry this with me at all times,' Vicki 
said, and without batting an eyelash, she continued: 'I think we all saved our lists.' 

That's when the teacher finally sat down and cried. She cried for Mark and for all his friends who would never 
see him again. 

 

Too Busy for a Friend?..... Think Again 
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What You Missed —- Anthology Deadline  

Coming March 15 
Time is fleeting. Set your focal deadline for no later 

than March 15. Our latest collection of best 
work from HDCWC members will be published 
later this year. Don’t miss your chance. 

Email your work to Jenny Margotta at jenny-
margotta@mail.com as an attachment.  

Include a short biography of yourself (no longer 
than 150 words) with the work submitted. This 
biography may be edited by the Anthology Edi-
tor. It is the Editor’s intention to include the 
short biographies at the end of the published 
anthology. 

Make your check payable to HDCWC. In the memo 
line write: 2015 Anthology Submission. Submit your 
check to Jenny Margotta at March meeting, or mail 
it to:  

HDCWC Attn: Jenny Margotta.     

20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430-PMB 281                            
Victorville, CA. 92395 

or 

Jenny Margotta 

17645 Fisher Street  

Apple Valley, CA 92307  

                                        

Submissions, along with the signed Release Form, 
must be received no later than March 15, 2015. 
Find forms online at www.hdcwc.com. Payment 
must be submitted no later than March 30, 
2015. 

NOTE: Please do not send any submissions to The Ink-
slinger.  

  

Mary Langer Thompson, 
2014 Senior Poet Laureate, 
author of Poetry in Water  

 

Aaron Gansky, Christian 
writer and author of The Bar-
gain  

 

Mary Ruth Hughes, author 
of Tishomingo (Optioned for 
screenplay)  

 

Dwight Norris, author of 
Johnny McCarthy: A Coal 
Miner’s Son  

 

Holly LaPat, writing as Si-
erra Donovan, author of Love 
On The Air  

 

Mary DeSantis, screen-
writer and author of Ashling, 
first place winner in the Table 
Read My Screenplay 2015 
national contest competition  

Our Own Knowledgeable Panel of Authors Took to 
the Stage for an In-depth Look at How Authors Work 

The experiences of six active authors 
combined with an audience of eager to 
learn, new, and up-coming authors filled 
the February meeting of the HDCWC 
with anticipation. Here was the opportu-
nity to find out the pitfalls of authorship 
without the filter of unknown agents and 
publishers. 

The panel spent time noting their strug-
gles through self-publishing and market-
ing, as well as how they went about the 
processes of writing and finishing a well
-crafted book of poetry, a screenplay, 
romance novels, Christian novels, and 
adventure. 

 

Our Anthology  

Needs a Name 

Our “Name the Anthology” Contest is in full swing. 
Think of a title that will best exemplify our High De-
sert, our creative voices, our rich friendships, and 
writing abilities that we have nourished over the past 
years. Submit your title idea to Mike Raff at his 
email address: mprseven@aol.com 

A free book will be rewarded to the winning member's entry.  

mailto:docaurum@aol.com
mailto:docaurum@aol.com
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WELCOME NEW HDCWC         

MEMBER 

Patty Schell, of Oak Hills         

They’re   

Mindblowing! 

Writ
ers’

  

 
Salo

ns 

 

Writing is like a love affair: the beginning 

is the best part. – Mavis Gallant 

The Inkslinger accepts ads for the monthly newslet-
ter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost only $10 
for a three-month run. Double the size and you dou-
ble the cost $20 for (2 x 7). All ads must be business 
card size and details clearly visible. 

No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads 
must be of interest to writers and related to writing. 

The Inkslinger does not accept political ads, religious 
ads, or any other ads that are not writing related. 

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both 

ad and payment to HDCWC by check via surface 

mail:  

Roberta Smith,  

13040 Choco Rd. 

Apple Valley, CA 92308 

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related 
will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 

are placed on a first come, first served basis. Ads are 
accepted quarterly: Jan-Mar; Apr-June; July-Sept; 
and, Oct-Dec. For more details contact Roberta 
Smith. CWRLSmith@verizon.net  

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES 

A salon was held at the home of HDCWC President 

Dwight Norris on Friday evening, February 27th.  He 

was all ready with fresh coffee, the makings for tea, 

fresh cinnamon buns from Mollie’s Restaurant, and a 

special guest—Dean Koontz!  

Yes, Dwight had been working with Dean for several 

years trying to get him to be a speaker at one of our 

meetings. And while that is still a possibility, Dean 

would be in the area Friday evening returning from Las 

Vegas, so he and his lovely wife planned to stop by. 

Dwight told them they would be the surprise centerpiece 

of a salon held at his house and they would be meeting 

eight lovely members of our club.  

The evening would have been great, except that of our 

eight invitees to the salon, only Richard Zone decided to 

show up! Imagine Dwight’s surprise and the Koontz’ 

shock that almost no one  attended as planned. Oh, well. 

Opportunities  come and go.  

**Okay, all of this is true except for the Dean Koontz 

part, but Dwight is still working on him!   

Editor's Note: a sign of a true creative writer... 

Advertise Your Books or Services; 

Using Easy Business Sized Cards 

Oh, no!!! 

Someone Lost Their Tablet During Our 

Meeting & We Want to Return It!! 

If this handwriting looks familiar to you, please come 
and claim your lost notes. We are only offering this 
one chance to claim it. Contact Rusty, the editor, 
during our March meeting, and she will reunite you 
with your lost words. 
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Photos & Text 
by Rusty LaGrange 

 Al Watt said: "I want to make an exclusive offer to 

your group. The Professional Program tele-course 
begins on March 18th. I'm offering it to your group 
for close to half price. It is normally $445 for six 
months, but HDCWC can take it for $225. Here's a 
link to the workshop.  http://lawriterslab.com/
category/teleconference-workshops/professional-
program/  

 If you are interested, please notify Al Watt directly. 
And please when you do, indicate you are with the 

HDCWC group. 

To all members and interested parties: 

 We had an absolutely great day with Al Watt for the 
90-Day Screenplay Workshop, Feb. 28. Totally in-
spiring and greatly informative. He teaches in a way 
many have not seen before. 

This note came in after his workshop, so we're 
passing it along without endorsing or recommending 
the program, but as a FYI only. 

 If you are interested, please write to Al Watt di-
rectly:  info@lawriterslab.com 

         ~~A Message From our Presenter ~~ 

Bob — I just wanted to say again how grateful I am 
for all of the hard work you did to make yesterday's 
event happen. I hope everybody got something out 
of it. I always enjoy working with your group. Every-
one is very bright and motivated which makes my 
job more fun.  

 

All the Best, Al Watt 

New “Professional Program” 

Telecourse Offer from Al Watt 

Highlights From Watt’s  

90-Day Screenplay 
Workshop Event 

It’s hard to simplify the 
processes that Alan 
Watt teaches his stu-
dents during the 90-
Day Screenplay work-
shops. His ability to 
bring focus to an au-
thor’s work-in-
progress is more un-
canny than by mere 
expertise. Students 
are always shocked 
how strategies in 
structure and their 
character develop-
ment hinge on truly 
grasping the psychol-
ogy of character. It’s 
an eye-opener 
whether you write nov-
els or scripts. 

http://lawriterslab.com/category/teleconference-workshops/professional-program/
http://lawriterslab.com/category/teleconference-workshops/professional-program/
http://lawriterslab.com/category/teleconference-workshops/professional-program/
mailto:info@lawriterslab.com
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News You Can Use —- 

Hi, Kids,  
I'm sending this letter to all of you, so you'll recognize 
it if I start getting Alzheimer's. I always think about 
Grandma and, looking back, the signs were all there. 
I just didn't know what they were. 
  
I want you to know a couple of things: I don't want to 
hear about all the things I've forgotten or don't re-
member or don't recognize, (I have "selective mem-
ory");  and if I'm often surly, well that's just me.  
 
And about my lack of empathy—I never did have 
much. (My motto: Just pick yourself up and get on 
with it. Don't wallow in self-pity.) And I know I stare. 
It's usually because I'm bored stiff, or I'm thinking of 
how to word something in my writing project. 
  
Also, I know I hoard things, but that's just because I 
know I'll need it one day. And I'm not having trouble 
with my finances—I'm just re-doing my backyard 
(and spending your inheritance) so I can enjoy look-
ing at it.  
  
And if I don't get embarrassed when you think I 
should, don't be concerned. I read somewhere, a 
long time ago, that no one can embarrass you—
except yourself. So, I choose not to be embarrassed.  
  
As far as not recognizing sarcasm, I've also made 
that choice. It's the quickest way to deflate the per-
son who's being sarcastic. About falling: So far I've 
been able to catch myself every time I start to topple, 
but that problem is caused by the shoes I'm wear-
ing—the only ones that don't kill my feet—so no need 
to worry over that. 
  
If you see me eating odd somethings you think I 
shouldn't, well that's just your opinion. You know I 
like to try new things, and some flower petals (in 
those cute restaurants vases) are scrumptious! You 
should try one sometime.  
  
Maybe I didn't need to send this. There's nothing 
wrong with me right now, but keep your eyes open, 
and let me know when you suspect something. I 
want to pick out my own room over at our local 
health care Senior facility… when I’m ready. 
                               
Love ya! xoxoxoxo 
Mom  (Hazel Stearns—who is not suffering at all)  

Alzheimer's:  

If I Can Spell It, I Must Not Have It 

The HDCWC panel of writers who comprised our 
February 14th meeting has been invited to speak to 
the CWC San Fernando Valley Branch on March 
7th. 

Panelists Aaron Gansky, Mary DeSantis, Mary Ruth 
Hughes, Dwight Norris and Mary Langer Thompson 
moderated by Bob Isbill will do a “repeat perform-
ance” for the sister branch. 

Within that panel, we have an acclaimed writer in 
the Christian genre, a prize-winning screenwriter, a 
historical romance novelist who writes and markets 
to a specific region, a versatile storyteller whose 
books include serial killers, pirates, and coal miners, 
and an award-winning poet about to launch an im-
portant memoir.  

The HDCWC stepped up to take their show on the 
road when the SFV branch’s planned guest speaker 
had a serious accident and ended up in the hospital 
instead of at the lectern. 

A full report will be made in the next issue of the Ink-
slinger. However, we are enthusiastic about accom-
modating the SFV Branch with our program. 

Authors’ Panel Takes Its  

Show “On the Road” 

Porcupine Quills 
Used as Ink Pens & 
Scratcboard Art 
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continued on Page 9 

A Little Marionette    
by Fumiko-Tomeji Ohta 

 

 Something happened yesterday that was so powerful, it made 
me want to cry. 

 Yesterday was my day to drive for the veteran's hospital.  It 
would be a typical day I envisioned.  I brought some books to donate 
that I did not want anymore as well as some jewelry that I had not 
worn in years.  I packaged them in plastic bags so someone could just 
carry it home for themselves or to someone special they wanted to 
give to.   

I also had a small marionette.   

I packaged this marionette in a large bag and was intending to 
give to a woman in-patient veteran.  Why a woman?  Well, because I 
thought that a woman would enjoy a marionette more so than a burly, 
rough-and-tough, gruff of a veteran who had no room in his life for a 
sissy marionette.   

 I was wrong. 

 I was in the recreation/dining room getting ready to find a 
woman veteran who might like a little marionette when I saw this older 
and fully wrapped and bandaged veteran in a motorized wheelchair 
come into the dining room.  I had seen him two other times, but since 
he seemed wanting to be left alone or, other times sleeping in his 
wheelchair soon after wheeling himself into the recreation room, I 
never bothered to go up to him.   

  Today, I don't know, for some reason I saw him and I ap-
proached him. I greeted him and asked if he would like this marionette 
I was holding.  He smiled and said that since he can't use his hands 
very well, he would not be able to take care of it.   

After saying that he still wanted to see the marionette.  I took 
the marionette out of the container and held it by its strings and made 
her dance.  

 It made him laugh. 

 Seeing his joy, I added that maybe someone could place this 
marionette somewhere in his room for him to look at his leisure 
throughout the day. 

 He looked at the marionette and I could see him thinking. 

 His face lit up and he smiled again. 

 "Could you put it over there between my ankles?  I won't lose it 
if you put it there." 

 It was an unusual request but I did as he asked.   

He was right. There was nowhere on his being or his wheel-
chair that I could place this marionette except between his ankles. He 
was a big man, a swollen man, he had so much padding and ban-
dages all around him for comfort.   

  After I securely placed the marionette where he wanted, I was getting 
 ready to say thank you and to wish him well and to be on my way. But when 
 I stood upright, I saw him looking back at me so compassionately…so 
 warmly…he then extended his swollen hand to me and smiled.   
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How to Create a Writer’s Blog        
That Brings Readers 

A new column  
by Angie Horn 

Writers know that before they publish their books, 
one question needs to be answered. Who is the au-
dience? 

It’s like that with blogging. Who do you want your au-
dience to be? Who are your ideal customers, and 
who needs your help? 

An author’s blog may: 

             give the readers a glimpse of the personality 
behind the books 

         include news about upcoming books to be 

published 

         offer writing contests 

         publish interviews 

         show products for sale 

         give examples of what inspires the author to 

write 

The blog is an opportunity to offer more to the reader 
such as online classes, webinars, and advice on how 
to write specific genres. 

Suggestions listed above help to make a blog inter-
esting, but readers won’t show up unless they know 
about the blog. That’s where SEO, social media, and 
networking come in. A writer can become over-
whelmed with keeping up with blogging technicali-
ties. However, the more a blogger networks, visits 
other like-minded websites and leaves knowledge-
able comments on them, blog traffic will increase. 

Find a few blogs you enjoy, and comment regularly 
on them. Visit and observe some of these for a start: 

1.    http://debbieohi.com/blatherings/ 

2.    http://brendacoulter.blogspot.com/ 

3.    http://pbackwriter.blogspot.com/ 

 

Happy Blogging! 

Angela Horn is the author of highdesertblogging.com ; 
the food blog, kitchenblogging.com, and is the organ-
izer for two groups at http://meetup.com – High De-

sert Bloggers and High Desert Entrepreneurs. 

The way he looked at me…I could see 
moisture building in his eyes and the 
way he locked his eyes on mine as he 
said thank you, I could see that this 
little gesture of a simple marionette 
meant so much to him.  Seeing what 
this simple act meant to him made me 
want to cry.  He then told me he has 
Lou Gehrig's disease.  With all his 
maladies he could still smile and light 
up and say that he still had a lot of 
living to do.  He said that the Vet-
eran's Administration was looking for 
a place for him…to live independently 
as he wished.   

He told me his name and 
wanted to know mine.  He wanted to 
know if I was Japanese.  I told him 
that yes, I was, and I was from Hawaii.  
He then told me, "konnichiwa (hello)" 
and "arigato (thank you)."  I laughed 
and told him, "doitashimashita (you're 
welcome), then I whipped my finger 
across my upper lip and said, "don't 
touch my mustache" and explained 
that doitashimashita sounds very 
much like don't touch my mustache.  

 He laughed. 

 Time passed and I would soon 
be taking my passenger veterans 
back to the High Desert where they 

lived. I was sitting in my 
shuttle van, cooling the van 
for my passengers and do-
ing some paperwork when I 
happened to look up. I saw 
the veteran I had met earlier 
moving slowly across the 
pavement in his motorized 
wheelchair…and there be-
tween his ankles was the 
bag with the little marionette 
still there where I had 
placed it. 

 I smiled and I 
thought…how nice!  That 
marionette that just hung 

from a hook on my wall was now go-
ing places and meeting new people 
with a wonderful veteran…together…
on their motorized wheelchair. 

Continued from Page 8 

Marionette 

http://debbieohi.com/blatherings/
http://brendacoulter.blogspot.com/
http://pbackwriter.blogspot.com/
http://highdesertblogging.com/
http://kitchenblogging.com/
http://meetup.com/
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Below are some of the most common email scams you should be cautious about, as shared through NASA 
Space Industry Briefs: 

 

 The email says you are owed a refund and should forward a bank account number where the re-

fund may be deposited. Once the scammer has the account information, that account will see a big 
withdrawal, not a deposit. 

 The email contains exciting offers or refunds for participating in an “IRS Survey.” This fake survey is 

actually used to acquire information to perform identity theft. 

 The email threatens you with fines or jail time for not making an immediate payment or responding 

to the email. 

 The email includes a “helpful” downloadable document (e.g. “new changes in the tax law,” a tax cal-

culator, etc.).  In reality, the download is a malicious file intended to infect your computer. 

How To Avoid Becoming A Tax-Scam Victim 

 Do not respond to emails appearing to be from the IRS.  The IRS does not initiate taxpayer 

communications through email or social media to request personal or financial information.  

 Do not respond to unsolicited emails and do not provide sensitive information via email. If 

the email appears to be from your employer, bank, broker, etc., contact the entity directly. Do not 
open any attachments or click on links contained in unsolicited or suspicious emails.  

 Carefully select the tax sites you visit. Use caution when searching online for tax forms, advice 

on deductibles, tax preparers, and other similar topics. Do not visit a site by clicking on a link sent in 
an email, found on someone's blog, or in an advertisement. The website you land on may look just 
like the real site, but it may be a well-crafted fake. 

 Secure your computer.  Make sure your computer has all operating system and application soft-

ware updates.  Anti-virus and anti-spyware software should be installed, running, and receiving 
automatic updates.  Ensure you use a strong password and different  passwords for each account. 

Please be aware and think before you click! 

—-Provided as a newsworthy item for our membership. Rusty LaGrange 

Beware of Tax Filing Scams — 

  The IRS Doesn’t Contact You by Email. Ever. 

 

Will you be “Submittorious” this year?  A challenge I mentioned last issue now al-
lows all submissions to The Inkslinger to be considered for a $50 award or one free 
year of dues (worth $45). If you submit an article, short story, poem, or essay, and it 
is published from January 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015, you are automatically en-
tered into the challenge. Easy! You don’t have to do a thing to enter!! As editor, I will 
collect all submissions and review them, along with my selected minions of judges, to 
determine who gets the “Submittorious” cash award at the end of the year. 

Called "Submittorious" -- I love 
making up words. If you submit, 

you may be victorious.   

However, you must be a current member in good stand-
ing with HDCWC. All judging of entries are final. No other 
cash awards are given. Only a single entry will be chosen 
from all entries collected. Winner to be named Jan. 2016. 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 11 

 

Nuts & Bolts 

Of Effective Writing 

 

 

The age-old problem of how to capture notes in the shower 
may have found a solution. No more messy bath crayons 
or grease pencils – here comes Aquanotes! Aquanotes are 
suction-cup-mounted notepads made of 100% waterproof 
paper that can be written on however wet they may be. So 
you always have a notepad handy at what experts say is 
our most creative time, shower time. Where to keep the 
pencil?  Hmmmm … www.myaquanotes.com 

COOL TOOLS 

FOUND IN CYBERSPACE:  

“Aquanotes” 

To comma . . . or not to comma . . .  
By Jenny Margotta 

 

To comma . . . or not to comma . . . that is often the 
question.  Here are two easy rules to remember 
when contemplating those pesky little punctuation 
marks. 

1.  Commas and Introductory Prepositional Phrases:  
No comma is necessary after introductory preposi-
tional phrases of four words or less—unless it is 
needed for clarification.  (Some common preposi-
tions: about, after, at, before, below, by, for, in, into, 
of, on, over, under, until, with) 

Example:  "Before joining the swim team, John could 
barely dog paddle." The prepositional phrase, 
"Before joining the swim team" is five words in 
length, so a comma is used af-
ter "team." 

Example: "On the swim team 
John learned how to do more 
than dog paddle." The preposi-
tional phrase, "On the swim 
team" is only four words in 
length, so a comma is not 
needed after "team." 

Exception: "About Ann Taylor 
couldn't say enough." In this ex-
ample, Ann and Taylor are two 
different people, but reading the sentence without 
punctuation is confusing.  Therefore, even though 
the prepositional phrase, "About Ann" is only two 
words in length, a comma is definitely needed after 
"Ann" for clarification. 

2. Commas before Coordinating Conjunctions: No 
comma is used before a coordinating conjunction 
(and, but, or, nor, for, yet) if the clause following the 
conjunction  is a dependent clause (i.e. cannot stand 
alone as a complete sentence in its own right.)   

A comma may be used before a conjunction joining 
two independent clauses {i.e. can stand alone as a 
complete sentence in its own right. 

Example:  "She took a deep breath and managed to 
get herself under control." The phrase after the con-
junction "and" cannot stand alone as an independent 
sentence, so no comma is used before "and." 

Example: "She took a deep breath, and she man-
aged to get herself under control."  

Notice I said a comma may be used before the con-
junction in sentences such as this.  They are optional 
based on ease of understanding.  In an example 
such as "She yelled and she screamed all the way 
home," both clauses are independent, but the mean-
ing of the sentence is easily understood without—or 
with—the comma. 

Jenny Margotta 

http://www.myaquanotes.com/
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Space is running out  if you wish to join 
other authors at CWC table for The 
2015 LA Book Fair. Billed as the largest 
in the nation at USC campus, we have 
the opportunity to share a booth with our 
published authors for a portion of the 
$650 rental fee for two days. 

Deadline for table spaces is coming 
soon. Can you afford NOT to have bet-
ter exposure? Contact our President at 
HDCWCPresidentDNorris@gmail.com 
or a board member to inquire. 

News You Can Use —- 

 

   "Some birds are meant to be saved. 
Their feathers are just too bright." 
   --Stephen King,  

  "The Shawshank Redemption"  

Authors’ Panel Hits the Road 

After San Fernando’s CWC group lost their guest 
speaker to an unfortunate accident, our Authors’ 
Panel took their show on the road to substitute as 
guest speaker. Dan Poynter, noted author of over 
100 books, is doing well and may even find his way 
up to the High Desert at a later time. 

Shutterbug 

New member, Ryan Brewer, is a professional pho-
tographer and using his talents to offer photo pack-
ages to authors for their marketing portfolio. Contact 
him through our MRMS database. 

New Writers Salon TBA 

Anita Holmes would like to explore the “Figures of 
Speech” in her up-coming solon to be held at her 
home. More details coming. Contact her through our 
MRMS database. 

Tapping Into Member Speakers 

Don’t be surprised if you are a local presenter and 
you get a phone call to speak at another club’s 
venue. Seems there is a trend to pluck the talent 
from one branch to share with another. Now that’s a 
trend we can be proud to follow. 

News from the So Cal Chapter 

Seems that other social media have helped ener-
gize new conversations and grown more awareness 
to the Showcase web site. That’s good. Remember 
the Showcase is for all So Cal branches. 

We also have a new branch forming in Nipomo 
(north of Santa Maria on Hwy101, in San Luis 
Obispo County, yeah, I had to look it up, too) 

Counting Noses 

Looks like our membership has grown to 95 as of 
this month. Let’s see if we can reach that 100 level. 
Invite your writerly friends to visit and see if this is 
the branch for them. 

The Dickens, You Say!! 

A group of writers traveled into the mid 1800s to 
partake of the historical adventures of the Riverside 
Dickens Faire. Check out the photos and text on our 
Facebook.com page. 

Jack London’s Younger Days 

Remember that our sponsored book now in print will  
always be available. Tell your friends, historians, 
and lovers of “boyhood adventures” to purchase this 
prime source book  about Jack London. 

USUFRUCT: \,yū-zә-'frәkt. Noun [Latin ususfruc-
tus, from usus et fructus use and enjoyment] 
(circa 1630): The right to use or enjoy something. 

WRITERLY: \'ri-ter-le. Adjective. (1957): Of, relat-
ing to, or typical of a writer. 

YABBER: \'yā-bәr. Noun. [Probably modification 
of Wuywurung (Australian aboriginal language of 
the Melbourne area) yaba speak] (1855): Talk, 
Jabber. (Australian: all yabber and chatter 
ceased around the campfires –Francis Birtles.) 

WordMeister 
Words That Demand to be Used        
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HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
     Gearing up for the Club’s Anthology? Turn in your creative best 
now. Only $15 per entry item. 

Some members were having trouble sending their email to my mail-
box. I have a new email address: RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com.  

I’m also conducting a new annual “Best Submission” to The Inkslin-
ger. The winning prize is a free year’s membership. See the details 
on Page 10. 
 

As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. Contact phone: 760-646-2661 or email.   

April’s deadline: Mar. 23rd.    May’s deadline is April 23rd. 

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
Look up older articles online  from The 
Inkslinger . Just go to:www.hdcwc.com /
Newsletter Page. Use a past issue to se-
duce a new writer to join us. We've made 
it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

