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Persistence From Two Perspectives 

  MAR  2014 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Continued on Page 2 

Continued on Page 2 

S o, (I know some are opposed to beginning a 
sentence with "so," but I kind of like it because I 

feel like it gives me a running start) two different 
members of the HDCWC sent 
me an email this week about 
writing. One contained a short 
film with Jack Canfield (Chicken 
Soup for the Soul) expressing 
how writing has changed his 
life. He has had influence 
worldwide. He has met presi-
dents and leaders and other 
influential people. He receives 
notes and gifts from people 
every day expressing their ap-
preciation. His life has transformed because of his 
success in writing. And remember, his success was 
not automatic and overnight—he had 144 rejections 
from publishers before an acceptance. 

     The other email contained an essay from Emily 
Gould, a young woman who in her mid-twenties re-
ceived an advance of $200,000 for her first, partially 
completed book. She thought she was a successful 
writer, and spent her money mostly to pay taxes and 
for an expensive one-bedroom New York apartment 
that overlooked the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. 
She spent her time blogging, tweeting, emailing, 
and doing other things on the computer that were 
not directly helpful in making money. Her book was 
not successful and she realized no one would pay 
her that kind of money again, at least not now. But 
she didn't give up, and after experiencing some soli-
tude in the country realized that so much space 
opens up in your brain when you stop filling it with 
other people's thoughts.  

GUEST  

SPEAKER 

Dwight Norris 

She recently sold her second book with an advance of 
$30,000, is working full time to repay her debt, and is 
heading into the woods to discover who she really is. I 
have a feeling she's going to make it.      

     All of us take a different path in our writing, and all 
of us write for a different purpose. All of us are unique 
and have our own thoughts and style. I wanted to be a 
writer since I was a very young man but didn't know 
how to go about it, and frankly, didn't believe that I 
could be successful. As I got older, in about 2007 I 
decided to take writing seriously and took a couple of 
correspondence courses, one in Novel, and one in 
Short Story.  

Join us for a PowerPoint Presentation and 
Book Signing on the history of TAT as it developed 
into the airline giant TWA. Our own Robert Kirk has 
used this presentation software on many of his book 
signings. New authors can develop it as a strong 
marketing tool.  

Maybe you‘ve never thought of using it as a  

Kirk Takes PowerPoint to New 

Level as Sales Tool for Authors  

Robert Kirk 

Inspiring a Community of Writers 
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Guest Speaker   continued 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  continued 

More on Page 3 

     I always thought it would be an amazing experi-
ence to tell stories, and entertain and inspire people I 
didn't even know. It would be the greatest feeling to 
receive an email or a letter from someone who was 
impacted in some way by something I wrote. 

     As we hear about successful writers, I guess the 
one constant is that if we have the passion to write, 
we must never give up. Always keep writing. Always 
keep striving to improve. We never know when 
something we write may touch the heart of a reader 
and make a profound impact on their life.  

     Remember what Calvin Coolidge said, "Nothing in 
the world can take the place of persistence. Talent 
will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful 
men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius 
is almost a proverb. Education alone will not; the 
world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and 
determination alone are omnipotent." 

Before it Was TWA …  

      It Was TAT 

universal sales tool. You‘ll see the presentation in 
action during our Saturday March 8th regular meet-
ing. 

Flying in the early 20th Century was danger-
ous business. Aircraft were made of sticks and cloth 
and their engines failed at an alarming rate. Those 
who flew experienced a high incidence of accidents. 
Almost every pilot had stories of seized engines, 
landing or takeoff mishaps, becoming lost, bad fuel, 
dangerous weather and lost friends. 

However, some saw this stumbling attempt 
to master the skies as an opportunity to bring the 
human race forward. They had a vision of stylish 
travel across the ground and into the heavens with 
comfort, speed and profit.  

Such was the vision of Transcontinental Air 
Transport‘s Lindbergh Line that began the first 
scheduled coast-to-coast airline passenger service 
in 1929. It teamed with aviation visionaries Charles 
Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart to build a new indus-
try. That industry‘s successful struggle evolved into 
our modern airline passenger service, one that car-
ries us across the continent and across the world. 

MARIA 

By Richard Zone 

The opening to the front of our 
house was so small the only way for us 
to gain access was to stoop down and 
crawl on our hands and knees. Once in-
side, the minute entrance made for a 
cozy atmosphere, and afforded us a level 
of privacy we soon came to cherish. She 
was my wife and I was her husband 
though not legally, but to us that was but 
a meaningless technicality. We belonged 
to one another; I knew it, she knew it, we 
knew it, and, for us, that was more than 
enough.   

Maria was her name and she had 
a mind of her own. It was she who had 
entered my life without hesitation, with a 
determination for togetherness that 
turned my world around. From the begin-
ning we were as one. Our communica-
tion was deep, and more often than not it 
was silent. We spent countless after-
noons sitting together, watching life hap-
pen out the small front door opening, 
holding hands and pouring out our 
heart‘s deepest secrets though seldom 
uttering a word. 

All this togetherness, all this be-
longing to and with someone, felt more 
right than anything I had previously 
known. Prior to meeting Maria, I had 
never felt so secure and utterly complete.  

There were reasons feelings of 
security and wholeness were foreign to 
me. My father abandoned our family 
when I was 18 months old. My mother, a 
strong willed, industrious person, was 
raising my siblings and I on her own. 
Making ends meet by tutoring English, 
she was forced to work hours so long, 
her absence created a semi-permanent 
emptiness, deep in the pit of my stom-
ach.  
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What you missed... 

TODD ANTON: Achieving More 

She seldom spoke of my father but when she did, she made sure my brother, sister, 
and I understood he was a man lacking in character, and that we should strive to be as 
unlike him as possible. From many adult conversations I quietly overheard, I learned he was 
a womanizer, but I didn‘t understand why he was a womanizer. I didn‘t know why he aban-
doned his wife and three children and I didn‘t know where he now lived. Why did I matter so 
little to him? Was I part of the reason he left? Would I turn out like him? All these questions 
and so many more ran through me like a circling river overrun with debris.  

What Maria and I had was so different, so lasting in nature that it forced these ques-
tions from somewhere deep inside me. Whatever happened, no matter what life threw at me, I purposed to 
not be like him. Lord, help me never treat a woman like he treated my mother. This was my prayer. I could not 
imagine treating Maria in such a careless, unloving way. I would not be like him. I would be a good person, 
faithful, caring for and staying with her forever.  

I was only six and Maria five when this took place. Our humble home with the tiny entrance was not 
really ours. It belonged to my dog, Mickey, although he did not seem to mind our use of it. It was very difficult 
for me when Maria‘s family moved away and, as this writing will attest, some fifty-seven years later I still think 
of Maria and what we shared. Never before had I questioned my family or perceived its crumbled structure. 
Maria brought unknown wholeness to me; and made me realize my family‘s lack of it.  

I would not live up to my noble goals, in fact, more than my siblings; it was I who, in more ways than 
I‘d like to acknowledge, turned out to be like the father I never knew. I have to admit that in some ways I have 
come to know him more intimately than I wished.  Whenever I look in the mirror for a minute or so, he always 
looks back. 

MARIA — continued 

Todd Anton‘s presentation brought to-
gether a love of baseball and football 
through the eyes of our war heroes. 
Many of us never realized how ath-
letes often gave up their sports careers 
for the desire to fight for the US. His 
books give the history buffs in all of us 

perspective on sacrifice. 
Our own history books 
will never shine a spot-
light on these stories that 
Anton has woven into 
sports/war reflections. 

―My Dad often said: ‘It 
takes a lot more than 
rope to hold that US Flag 
up on that pole.‘‖  

From Normandy to Fen-
way many sports figures 
gave and did not return. 

Photos by Rusty 
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On February 26, 2014 the Central Board State Repre-

sentatives of the CWC voted to award Bob Garfinkle 

the prestigious Ina Coolbrith Award for his service to 

the Central Board and the CWC. The Ina Coolbrith 

Award is the highest honor that can be bestowed on a 

member of the California Writers Club. The follow-

ing bio was published on the Fremont Area Writers 

website, and is used with their permission: 

 

Robert (Bob) A. Garfinkle is the immediate past-

President of the California Writers Club.  Bob is an 

internationally recognized independent scholar on the 

history of astronomy and is a highly regarded ama-

teur astronomer. He has been a professional writer for 

over 30 years. In addition to his two astronomy 

books, Bob has published book reviews, articles, and 

short stories. He is the author of the international best

-selling astronomy book Star-Hopping: Your Visa to 

Viewing the Universe (CUP, 1994, 1997), a co-author 

of Advanced Skywatching (The Nature Company; 

Time-Life Books, 1997), and a contributing author to 

the Biographical Encyclopedia of Astronomers 

(2007). Star-Hopping was the Alternate Selection for 

November 1994 of the Astronomy Book Club. Ad-

vanced Skywatching has been republished under dif-

ferent titles as well as having been translated into 

German and Spanish language editions. Reviews of 

Advanced Skywatching have praised the star-hopping 

section of the book, which is the section that Bob 

contributed. 

 

From February 1996 through July 1999, Bob created 

the monthly “SkyChart” and “SkyTalk” pages for 

Mercury, the bimonthly magazine of the Astronomi-

cal Society of the Pacific. His astronomical writings 

have also appeared in Astronomy, Sky & Telescope, 

Selenology, The Journal of the British Astronomical 

Association, The Journal of the Irish Astronomical 

Society, The Journal of the Antique Telescope Soci-

ety, The Observers’ Guide, The Observatory, The 

Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, and 

Deep Sky Journal. He is the Book Review Editor for 

The Journal of the Association of Lunar and Plane-

tary Observers. 

Bob also serves as the Historian for the Lunar Section 

of the British Astronomical Association. In the early 

1980s, he was a contributing editor for “Business 

Software” 

magazine. 

The suc-

cess of his 

astro-

nomical 

writings 

lead to 

Garfinkle 

being 

elected a 

Fellow of 

the Royal 

Astro-

nomical 

Society of 

London, 

in 1998. 

In addition to being a best-selling nonfiction author, 

Bob has also won awards for his short stories. “When 

Are You Going to Cry” won first place in the Las 

Positas College fiction contest and second place in 

“Writers Talk Challenge 2005”. The story was pub-

lished in “The Sand Hill Press” (Stanford University, 

2006). His coming-of-age story, “Up and Over” was 

the cover story for the December 1992 issue of 

“Seedling Short Story International” (vol. 12, no. 48). 

 

Bob represented the South Bay Branch of the Califor-

nia Writers Club (CWC) on the state Central Board 

(2004–2007). He is active in this branch and served 

on the East of Eden Writers Conference committee 

(2004 and 2006). He is also the co-founder and Presi-

dent of the Fremont Area Writers (2008–2010), 

which is now the eighteenth branch of the California 

Writers Club. In 2009, Bob received the prestigious 

Jack London Award for outstanding service to his 

branch and CWC. Since 2005, Bob has been a book 

review columnist for the local weekly newspaper, 

‟The Tri-City Voice.” 

Central Board Spotlight 
Bob Garfinkle Honored as ‗Ina Coolbrith Award‘ Winner 

Bob Garfinkle: Star Gazer 
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Dealing with life on a daily basis 
It smells of roses no more. 
Once lush and sweet — 
Is tainted with the sour of evil. 

 

What else can manifest such darkness? 
And boast of the new reality 
That embraces greed and anger 
Like the emptiness of the soul. 

 

Whisper to me the songs of yesteryear 
And stroke my needy body 
With a touch that promises paradise 
Yet renders me empty. 

 

I fear that feelings are enmeshed 
With vulgarity and violence. 
In a promise of a new release, 
I’m left shaking and waiting for more. 

 

Feed me the sweet nectar 
That would be a gift from God 
Had we not tainted it 
With addiction of escape. 

 

Yes, I want more, I need more. 
I cannot take in this distortion 
Of life that used to be 
That will be worse when I’m gone. 

God grant me the serenity 
To face my demons 
And challenge their intent 
Upon my soul that I may be free. 

 

Yes, I dance with the devil 
And I can tease any temptation 
But grant me the wisdom to pull away 
When my soul has had enough. 

 

Shall I dance and face the thrill 
Or shall I lock myself in prison 
That I can fly with the rest on high 
Or shall I be safe and unchanged? 

 

I am changed. 
I have walked the path of no tomorrow. 
I have returned for more 
And here I am still wondering. 

 

I am a spirit unfulfilled 
And will forever be 
Locked in the fate of what could be 

— Destined for my ever more. 

The Mirror is Shattered 

By D. Weltin 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 6 

  Koi 
  By George Gracyk  

W e were fourteen at Millie‘s for 
a pleasant Brunch but it was 

too cool and damp to open the children‘s 
Christmas gifts out-of-doors in the park. 
The lobby of the nearby Embassy Suites 
Hotel proved to be perfect. This large 
indoor court was awash with good vibes 
of the season and the children‘s joy 
upon opening their brightly wrapped presents. The adults smiled and snapped off 
pictures while the teenagers checked their cell phones. We had the luxury of time 
on a Sunday afternoon, the near by theater pageant started at two. I was drawn 
to the edge of the long pool and sat there sipping my second Mimosa. I was fas-
cinated by the hundred or so Koi swimming in the crystal clear water. I let them 
nibble at my fingers; you are not allowed to feed them. These are the purebred, 
almost holy descendents of the ancient, common Japanese Carp.  

 My college-aged grandson looked on said, ―I remember when I was a little 
kid and you had that Koi pond in the back yard.‖ I remembered it, too. We had a 
brand new home with a scratch backyard and a waterfall-fed pond seemed a 
natural centerpiece. I did some careful planning research and the results proved 
gratifying. We were ready for some fish.   

 The little town of Florin, east of Sacramento, was famous if you were an 
aficionado for a Japanese Koi farm. We bought our first four Koi there. I learned 
why one tank held $10 fingerlings, and those in the next tank were $25. You may 
think dogs and cats or even birds are pets, you just don‘t know Koi. The first four 
were Mathew, Mark, Luke and John, easy to remember. They prospered in our 
pool. Mark, though healthy, just didn‘t grow very large. Mathew matured as ex-
pected, pure solid gold and very sociable. Luke was white with a splash of red in 
the wrong place for him to be valuable. But he was friendly, we loved him for it. 
John was my favorite, the red, black, and white colored calico of Koi. 

  The Central Valley warms up in the summer. On a blistering 114° after-
noon even with the pool shaded, our Koi died. We had had them for close to ten 
years. They had grown large and the pool was not deep enough for them to stay 
cool. I buried them in a raised flower bed that had originally held trophy yellow 
roses. But now it holds the prolific overgrowth of mundane Cherry tomatoes. 
Every summer salad reminds us of our old friends. 
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A MOUSE TALE 
by Diane Neil 

 

Ann Miner Heimback's hilarious story Meeses Scare 
Me to Pieces (February Inkslinger) reminded me of 
another mouse invasion that had a very different out-
come. 

Years ago, we were living in Placerville, CA, on a 
heavily forested hillside. Critters abounded, and we 
enjoyed watching deer, turkeys, chipmunks, squir-
rels, and an occasional skunk.   

We kept mousetraps and DeCon on hand for the crit-
ters that dared to cross our threshold.  Our next-door 
neighbor, Bonnie, however, was appalled that we 
would ever murder one of God's creatures. She was 
so tender-hearted she'd spend hours catching bee-
tles and spiders and carrying them outside.   

One year we had a mouse invasion.  Of course we 
killed ours and tossed them in the garbage, as any 
sensible human being would do. 

Bonnie kept hearing mice scurrying around her 
house, and one night the patter of little feet led her to 
the living room, where she was just in time to see a 
mouse dive into a hole in the top of her couch. 

Hole? In the couch? She hadn't noticed it before. But 
she looked into the hole, and deep down in the stuff-

ing was a mama mouse nurs-
ing her three tiny ba-
bies.  Aww, they were so cute. 

What did Bonnie do? She went 
to the kitchen and got some 
breadcrumbs and sprinkled 
them in the hole so the poor 
busy mama wouldn't have to 
make forays into the kitchen. 

But not all of Bonnie's family 
were so enamored of critters 
taking over the house.  A few 
days later, a new couch was 

delivered, and the old one was tossed out in the 
backyard, presumably for the tiny mice to scatter 
once they were weaned. 

They were due for a new couch anyway.  The old 
one had a hole in it. 

  

News You Can Use 

 During our Board meeting held Tuesday morn-
ing, March 4th, it was decided that we need to 
thank and recognize our new members. 

 In the following issues of The Inkslinger we will 
list new members, offer club membership cards 
that can be carried in your wallet, and actively 
promote the benefits of club membership. (See 
our list of members‘ benefits on Page 8) 

 Our Prison Outreach Program will be going 
through some changes to design a more com-
prehensive curriculum that will be scheduled 
twice a month and run for about six months. At 
the end of each cycle, inmates will receive cer-
tificates of completion. 

 We have created a Facebook Page for social 
media connections. Please visit when you can 
and offer insights to the club activities, a testimo-
nial of how the community of authors inspire 
you, and any news that you‘d like to share. 

 For ideas in testimonials, click over to High De-
sert Resource Network and see what they are 
doing to promote non-profits in the valley. 

Board Actions & Changes 

Our Cow Bell Returns!  

     After an exhaustive 
search… well, not really. 
One of the carry contain-
ers or totes were mis-
placed during our meet-
ing room‘s renovation 
and then recently found. 
In it was the legendary 
cow bell. 

LA Times Festival of Books, the 
granddaddy of them all, and the 
largest nation wide, is running 
during the weekend of April 12-
13. Some members are consider-
ing carpooling on Sunday. Make 
arrangements early. The event is held on 
the USC campus. For more info go to: 
http://events.latimes.com/festivalofbooks/ 
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News You Can Use 

Continued  

on Page 9 

CWC HIGH DESERT MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS: 

 Networking opportunities with other members 
that will provide additional exposure and further de-
velop your writing career. 

 Critique groups that meet face-to-face and work 
within your genre or are in mixed genre reviews. 

 The Inkslinger, the branch‘s monthly newsletter 
that features writing tips and tools, information on 
upcoming events, selected short writings from mem-
bers, and celebrates member successes. 

 Your own business card posted for only $10 a 
quarter year in The Inkslinger to promote your writ-
ing. 

 Social media connections through Facebook, 
email announcements, and the web site. 

 Participate in ―Open Mic‖ readings of your work at 
our HD CWC meetings and bookstore events. 

 A chance to participate and be published in our 
branch anthology of selected works. 

 A chance to win a writer‘s prize from our drawing 
held at the conclusion of each general meeting. 

 Supporting our Outreach Programs in Federal 
Prison Writing projects, critiquing anonymously, as 
well as our Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project for 
High School students from the Academy of Aca-
demic Excellence. 

 Our High Desert Branch's website has valuable 
information for CWC members, including an events 
calendar, special announcements, author's bio and 
book titles, and more. Visit http://www.hdcwc.com. 

 Discount pricing on special events and work-
shops. Attendance at any other CWC branch‘s gen-
eral meetings and workshops at member rates when 
available. 

 Direct access to our branch‘s Member Record 
Management System (MRMS) to contact other mem-
bers. 

 Run for elected office and become a board mem-
ber of HD CWC.  

 Submit your book  to a review panel for $25. 

 Become an honorary member of High Desert Re-
source Network for non-profits at no charge. 

Just How Many Benefits  

Do Members Enjoy? 

 
Register by March 15 for the upcoming Red-
wood Writers ―From Pen to Published Confer-
ence 2014,‖ and receive early bird savings. 
The conference is set for April 26 from 8 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. at the Bertolini Student Center at 
Santa Rosa Junior College. Sponsored by 
Redwood Writers. For more information, go to 
www.redwoodwriters.org. 

From Pen to Published 
Conference 
Register now for  

Early Bird savings  

HD Branch Members Carpool to  

Riverside’s Dicken’s Faire 

Photos on  

this page by 

Marilyn Ramirez 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org
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  Use our handy Club Cards as             

Invitations to friends and writers who 

might like to see what happens at our 

CWC HD branch meetings. Guests can 

visit 3 times. 

Dorothy C. Blakely 

Memoir Project 

 

CLUB MEMBER  

COMMUNITY 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you are a member of the HDCWC and 
have a writing-related event you'd like an-

nounced, please send to HDCWC-
web@yahoo.com so that it can be shared 

online and more immediately. 

Pictured from left: 

Charlotte Wilmeth Street (instructor), Brandon Peter-
son (student), Mary Langer Thompson (CWC and 
DKG member), and Kevin Crosson (student). 

Mary Langer Thompson is holding a $25.00 check 
from Delta Kappa Gamma Society, an international 
women's educator group. The check was presented 
to further the Dororthy C. Blakely Memoir Project af-
ter the four of them presented the program the eve-
ning of January 21, 2014, at DKG‘s High Desert 
meeting at the Sterling Inn. Charlotte is instructor for 
the project at the Academy for Academic Excellence. 
Both Street and Thompson are members of DKG. 

Educators Honor Project Goals 

Dicken’s Photos continued  

Photos on this page by 

Roberta Smith 

mailto:hdcwc-web@yahoo.com
mailto:hdcwc-web@yahoo.com
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RustyL@Hughes.net  

Contact the Editor Notes From the Editor --- 
 

Thanx for sharing your photo festival adventures in Riverside with us. 
Now start planning for more Book Fairs in the High Desert in April plus 
the LA Times Festival of Books in Los Angeles.  

 

Collect your best short poetry for the July issue of The Inkslinger. 

 

When submitting articles and stories:  use Arial Font, 11-point type, no 
need to double-space. Attach photos and / or submissions to your email. 
Place Inkslinger in the subject line of your emails.  

 New Deadline: 23rd of each month.  

Contact me by phone 760-646-2661 or email  RustyL@hughes.net.   

      -- Rusty LaGrange 

Advertise in the April, May, June 2014 issues:  

One Business Card      $10 

Double Business Card    $20 

Triple Business Card    $30 

Half Page    $50 

Full Page                                  $80 

Contact Roberta Smith (cwrlsmith@verizon.net) by 
March 8, 2014. Provide them at the HDCWC club 

meeting or mail to: HD CWC  20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-

PMB 281 Apple Valley, CA 92307 

BOOKS 

On April 5th, we‘ll host an auxiliary meeting at 10 am at the AV Library with authors and friends, Vic-
toria Zackheim and Anne Perry. Both are published authors. A legendary author, Anne Perry has 
about 75 novels to her credit and has sold over 30 million books. The ladies are requesting that if 
you purchase books in advance, they will be glad to autograph them.  Otherwise, they find it hard to 
haul books around like the used to do.  Exit Laughing is Victoria‘s newest title and Blind Justice is 
Anne Perry‘s current book.  Check Barnes & Noble as well as Amazon for current availability. 

Our regularly scheduled meeting will still be held on April 12th at AV Library. 

An Extra Treat 

http://www.victoriazackheim.com/  

http://www.anneperry.co.uk/news 

 

Friends & Authors Coming April 5 

Zackheim Perry 

mailto:RustyL@hughes.net

