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  FEB. 2015 Inspiring a Community of Writers 

GUEST  

SPEAKERS 

Feb. 14 

 What to do After You’ve Joined  

  The High Desert Branch of the California Writers 
Club will feature a panel of its member authors in a 
program entitled “Six Ways to Write and Publish 
Your Book” during its regular meeting from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, February 14. The public is wel-
come to attend and admission is free. 

 Authors planning to appear are Mary 
Langer Thompson, Aaron Gansky, Mary DeSan-
tis, Dwight Norris, Mary Ruth Hughes, and Holly 

LaPat aka Sierra Donovan. 

 The presentation hopes to entertain, educate, 
and inform potential book and screenplay authors on 
various ways to complete and publish and/or sell 
their stories. The panel includes conventionally pub-
lished authors in Christian and Romance genres as 
well as those who are self-published with variations 
on how they did it.  A Poet Laureate and a local 
screenwriter who recently won Best Screenplay of 
the Fantasy Category in a major screenwriting con-
test will also be on the panel. 

   ~~ Bob Isbill, HDCWC Publicity 

Learning From the Best —     

Published Authors 

Panel Features  

Six of Our Own   

Ever want to eavesdrop into a dis-
cussion of prolific writers who 
know how the book marketing as-
pects really work? 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

S o, you’d been working on your own writing project 

for years with little progress. You saw this article 

in the paper about the High Desert Branch of the 

California Writers Club. They were having a special guest 

speaker at their meeting on the second Saturday of the 

month and the topic was of interest to you and the public 

was welcome, so you attended. You came back again the 

next month, and this time you joined. Now what? 

 

I t is recommended that you come to every meeting, 

listen carefully to all the activities that are available 

to you now that you are a member, and get to know 

people. Be here each month even if you think the an-

nounced topic isn’t exactly what you’re looking for. You 

may be surprised when a brilliant idea occurs to you. And 

you may make a new friend or two. You have started the 

absorption process. 

 

I t’s also a good idea to start attending some of the 

extra activities that are planned. We are an active 

group and there’s always something going on. If you 

have done some writing and would like to have it cri-

tiqued, join a critique group. 

There may be no single better 

way to improve your writing 

than to submit it to a critique 

group. Mary Thompson or 

Marilyn Ramirez can help 

you with that. But don’t be 

surprised if you have to get 

on a waiting list. I had to wait 

three or four months to get 

into a group, and I’m the 

president! 

From the President 

 

Continued on Page 2 
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Continued from Page 1 

~~~  Log on To MRMS for Your 

Friendly Database  ~~~ 

When was the last time you logged on to 
Member Record Management System 
(MRMS)? 

The HDCWC would encourage you to do 
so. It’s a member benefit, having access to 
other members’ email addresses and 
phone numbers as well as searching for 
like-minded writers. 

If you’ve forgotten your password, or need 
guidance to walking you through the sign-
on, contact HDCWC Systems Administra-
tor, Bob Isbill at risbill@aol.com. 

Give MRMS an update of your own current 
information also. The CWC Bulletin will 
soon be published, and this publication 
uses the source of every member’s correct 
mailing address. 

So log on at www.mrmsys.org and explore 
this program through all the help available 
within the system. 

F 
rom time to time, there are special workshops and 

classes and speakers beyond our regularly sched-

uled meetings. These are always worthwhile. Many 

are free—some may require a nominal charge. Salon 

groups are delightful—small gatherings of writers in 

members’ homes or restaurants to discuss all things about 

writing. As a member of the club, you are invited to at-

tend. Loralie Kay can help get you situated with this.  

C urrently, February 21-22, we will have a group 

carpooling down to Riverside to attend the Dickens 

Festival. It’s a wonderful event where costumed 

actors and impersonators recreate the aura of 19th century 

London. In April, you can plan to attend the L.A. Times 

Festival of Books on the USC campus. And who knows 

what else in between? 

R emember that when you visit a club meeting at the 

library, you are always a welcome guest; but all 

you can do is observe. When you join the club, 

you can now participate and that’s when the magic be-

gins. 

I t is also a good idea to get involved by volunteer-

ing. We are an organization of volunteers. Every 

time something gets done, it was by a volunteer. 

Every time someone writes something, says something, 

sets up some chairs, welcomes a guest, hangs a flyer, or 

makes the coffee -- it was done by a volunteer. We appre-

ciate the willingness to give something back. And some-

how, when we do that, most would say that they gener-

ally get back more than they gave. 

J ust recently, five or six of us gathered at a local 

elementary school and judged writing submissions 

from grades K through 8 for a program called 

Young Authors. You could volunteer to judge submis-

sions for the DCB Memoir Project, or our own member 

anthology to be published later this year. For a face-to-

face assignment, Anita Holmes can always use volunteers 

to help get people through the doors on our meeting day. 

More is involved with that than meets the eye. So as you 

get comfortable, keep an eye out for ways to help by vol-

unteering your time and expertise. It will be much appre-

ciated and you’ll make us a better, more effective club. 

I f you do these things, as time goes by, your writing 

will improve immeasurably and you will be closer 

to your goals. You will also make some good 

friends, because this is a group of wonderful people.  

A nd, you will realize it is true, when you hear 

someone say, “If it wasn’t for the writer’s club, I 

wouldn’t be where I am now.” 

A  perfect example is one of our new members, 
Mary DeSantis, who joined the club about a year 
ago. I met her at one of our auxiliary events at the 

Hesperia Library when James Brown spoke. Her passion 
was screen writing, but she told me she didn’t have a lot 
of spare time, being a mother and all. She would come to 
events from time to time, and eventually joined. Imagine 
her delight when she was notified a couple of weeks ago 
that her submission, Ashling, won first place in the Fan-
tasy Category of the Table Read My Screenplay contest, 
[see page 10] in partnership with the International 
Screenwriters’ Association. She is now an award-winning 
author. This is a direct result of Mary’s membership in 
the club, and she considers this a success not only for her, 
but for the club as well. She is thrilled to pieces. 

S o there you have it! Join, get involved, and keep 
working at it. The HDCWC can be a real plus in 
your life, and help you attain the level of success 
you crave as a writer.   

mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.mrmsys.org


 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 3 

What You Missed —- 

Story and Photos  
by Rusty LaGrange 

We heard from a seasoned screenwriter who takes cues from 
TV script format to keep his film and novel writing strong, suc-
cinct, and moving. For beginnings, he suggests using “log 
lines” —  those summary lines in the old TV Guide directory — 
to wrap your mind around what the story is truly about. For 
middles, Sawyer says to write toward engaging the reader and 
being divisive to keep the reader following, then keep the tran-
sitions in play with filling in the details.  

“William Goldman is an absolute power writer using the tech-
nique of cutting into the middle of a dialogue or scene. He 
wrote his first screenplay, it was just “Butch Cassidy & the 
Sundance Kid.” He knows how to move characters in and out  

of scenes.” Sawyer 
notes that knowing 
how scripts are cut 
for commercial 
breaks will make your 
writing stronger, too.  

For endings, it’s the 
“pay-offs and blow-
offs — meaning: 
make viewers want to 
return weekly but sat-
isfy them for each 

Hook ‘em 
Grab ‘em 

Entertain ‘em 
Words of Wisdom 

from 

Tom Sawyer 

Nice selection of yummy pastries, too. 

Time for signing autographs 

episode. Then he 
shared two pearls 
of wisdom: “Don’t 
be afraid to steal 
your ideas”; and, 
“Put yourself in 
lucks way.” 

Luck plays a large 
part after you’ve 
done the work. 
Knowing people 
and building 
bridges will help. 
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Continued on  Page 9 

2015 High Desert California Writers Club  

Anthology Guidelines 

To enter, you must be a current HDCWC member to 
submit work for possible publication in the 2015 
anthology. You must also be a current HDCWC 
member at time of publication for your work to 
be included in the anthology. Editors may make 
exceptions at their sole discretion.  

Club members may submit up to 2 pieces of 
work (short stories or poems) for considera-
tion. Deadline for all submissions is March 

15, 2015 

Club members must pay $15 for each submission, 
with payment due no later than March 30, 2015. 

Club members are not guaranteed inclusion in the 
anthology.  If a submission is not accepted for 
publication, the fee for that work will be returned. 

Anthology Announced 

     Our newest branch project for 2015 is the next 
HDCWC anthology book collection. Each time we decide 
to publish the best works from our current members, a 
flurry of new and exceptional entries comes racing in. 

     As announced by Michael Raff during our January 
meeting, entries will be of all genres, with a maximum of 
5,000 words. However, this time only two entries per 
member are allowed. Each entry is $15 with the stipula-
tion that if one or both are returned to the author, then 
a refund check will be given for each. The fees are help-
ing to offset the branch's publication expenses. 

     To add a bit of competition to this anthology, the 
HDCWC board decided to hold a "Name the Anthology" 
contest. A free book will be rewarded to the winning 
member's entry. Deadline is March 15 for the title con-
test as well as for submissions to the anthology. 

     All entrants will need to sign a release form and re-
ceive the written guidelines prior to having  their works 
accepted. With all genres open to submission and ex-
panded maximum length, the board hopes to see an in-
spiring mix and that creative energy promoting the best 
from our club members.     
    ~~ Rusty LaGrange 

Branch Announces Newest Member Anthology Dates and Guidelines for 2015 

Grab Your Best Prose & Poetry for Our Anthology 

The editors of the anthology have the final say about 
acceptance and can reject any submission for any 
reason. 

In the sole judgment of the editors, political or reli-
gious pieces meant to educate or persuade a 
reader to the author’s viewpoint will not be in-
cluded in the anthology. The 2015 anthology will 
be geared toward the adult and young adult.  

Work shall be as error-free as possible and formatted 
as follows: 

No longer than 5000 words 

Use 12 point Calibri font 

Be a Microsoft Word or rtf file 

Center your title, double space, center the word 
“by”, double space, then center your name ex-
actly as you want it printed. Include any titles 
you want with your name. For example, John 
Smith, MD. 

Indicate the word count of the piece after your 
name.  

Double space the body of your work.  

Work will be not be accepted if it is too long, for-
matted incorrectly, or there are too many er-
rors.  The HDCWC will not be responsible for 
keeping any copies of work submitted. 

Work must be unpublished with the following excep-
tions: 1) work published in the club’s Inkslinger; 2) 
work that author owns and retains the rights to; 3) 
or in another such vehicle where the author has 
not been paid. Work must not be something that is 
being considered by another publisher.  By sub-
mitting your work, you warrant that you have re-
tained a copy. 

Author must sign a release form that acknowledges: 

By submitting an Entry, you represent and warrant 
that your Entry: (a) is your original creation; (b) 
has not been copied in whole or in part from 
any other work; (c) has not previously been 
published (with the exceptions mentioned in # 
8 above). (d) does not violate or infringe any 
copyright, trademark, privacy or publicity right, 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 5 

WELCOME NEW HDCWC         

MEMBERS 

Marlene Goodell of Phelan 

Katina Newell of Phelan 

John Rudder-Ward of Hesperia 

They’re   

Mindblowing! 

Writ
ers’

  

 
Salo

ns 

Wannabe screen writers had an evening session 
with Robert Flaxman on video hosted at Hesperia 
Library by High Desert Branch of the California Writ-
ers Club (HDCWC). The Wednesday event gave in-
sights to the mysteries of screen writing and how to 
best develop a well-structured script that will get 
seen by script readers. 

The hour-long video, an excerpt of a series of writing 
seminars offered through Creative Screenwrit-
ing.com, pointed out some of the typical problems 
that even experienced and professional screenwrit-
ers make. 

"It's tricky. It's a balancing act to get enough dialogue 
with scene details. You only give a reader what 
"they" are doing ( the exposition) and what "they" are 
saying (the dialogue). Anymore than that and the 
reader might get confused. If the script reader gets 
confused then it won't go much further," says Flax-
man to a live audience in his seminar. 

This #1 rated free screening of the session -- 
"Seducing The Studio Reader" -- made some of the 
mystique fall away. With 15 in attendance, viewers 
found the insights to scriptwriting well worth the time. 
The HDCWC hosts occasional events at Hesperia 
Library and holds its general membership meetings 
on second Saturdays of the month from 10am-noon 
at Apple Valley Library on Dale Evans Parkway. Next 
meeting is Feb. 14th. Guests are welcome. 

~~ Rusty LaGrange 

News You Can Use —- 
Hesperia Library Hosted Flaxman  

Video for Screen Writers 

A New Salon Review 

by Jenny Margotta 

As has been said over and over at the HDCWC 
meetings, the club offers a multitude of opportunities 
for sharing and improving our writing efforts. 

One of the newest of these avenues, introduced to 
us in mid-2014, is the Salon. 

These small, select groups, held at irregular intervals 
in various members' homes, offer a chance to spend 
time with club members you may not have been able 
to get to know in other surroundings. 

Each salon is a unique experience. Some are spe-
cific-subject driven, some open forums, but each—
as far as I have observed—is unique. 

The Salon I attended in early December at Virginia 
Hall's home was no exception. It was an open forum 
evening in which our discussions ranged among 
such diverse topics as song lyrics, current attitudes 
towards the military, vocabulary and scene settings 
in a 19th century Midwest fictional tale and to a bag 
lady polishing a star on a Hollywood sidewalk. 

Inextricably intertwined among the creative prose we 
each read aloud, I caught glimpses of the writers 
behind the words. Appreciating our authors' efforts is 
always important, but getting to know the people be-
hind those inventive pages is a joy, as well. 

The Salons seem, to me, to be an ideal set-
ting in which to do both. Take advantage of one as 
soon as you can. 

Volunteer Greeters Needed -- Not at Wal-Mart 

If you can volunteer a few times at our "members 
and guests sign-in table" prior to each meeting, then 
the congestion will be minimized and the meetings 
will start on time. Studies prove that a happy mem-
bership is based on many others taking the load and 
stress off of those who consistently arrive early to 
help. Really, I read that somewhere...  

Just contact our lead guest/membership welcome 
person Anita Holmes anitaholmes@outlook.com or 
stop by at the table to volunteer. The only reward is 
the smiling faces of eager members and guests who 
can't wait to go inside. 

continued on Page 6 
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Love Those Door Prizes 

Our door prizes are often purchased by the presi-
dent. To offset that generous behavior, we are ask-
ing that members donate their own titles or offer ex-
tremely clean books with a writing theme. Other 
door prizes will be considered but you should check 
with President Dwight Norris before meetings begin. 

Al Watt Direct From LA Lab 

Not all of us want to be screenwriters, but did you 
know that all writing genres are represented in 
screen writing? Learn how the mind of a screen-
writer works through Al Watt's one-day training ses-
sion called the 90-Day Screenplay. You've seen the 
posters. You've heard from Bob Isbill about the ex-
treme discounts we're getting as CWC members. Al 
likes us and he's coming back Feb. 28th! Check out 
the poster in this issue and plan to be amazed at the 
transformation your writing will take. Only $75. 
WARNING -- we must have 22 seats purchased to 
make this event a reality. Contact Bob Isbill for de-
tails risbill@aol.com or www.hdcwc.com. 

Permission to Shoot You 

New regulations about privacy issues during public 
events has been brought to our attention through 
the Central CWC Board. Look for signage at our 
regular meetings with regard to Audio and Video 
usage and Photographic devices used during our 
public presentations. The public must be aware that 
we shoot and record. If they don't like it, they should 
leave. 

Here Ye, Hear Ye 

Remember when Charles Dickens graced our hall? 
We awaited with Great Expectations. Now you can 
see him again in performances with other English-
author types during the historic Dickens' Festival in 
Riverside, February 21-22. Go to find schedules at 
www.DickensFest.com and more details. Last year, 
carpooling was a great way to transport like-minded 
revelers to see the festival. Make your plans now. 

Let's See Your License, Ma'am 

Rules of 2015 from the Central Board include a veri-
fication of vehicle insurance form being signed by all 
members who currently do business for the 
HDCWC branch. Those members will include but 
not limited to: all Executive Board members, Direc-
tors / Project leads where driving on behalf of the 
branch is needed, and specific members who do 
special driving assignments for the branch, such as 
driving a guest speaker to and from a hotel or meet-
ing place. 

This new form is a simple way to hedge any liability  

PR for the PR 

Public Relations is a busy job. Sometimes PR is big-
ger than we've seen in past years. This means that 
sharing the duties and tasks to complete them takes 
more than one guy or gal. So, with the continued 
growth of our branch, a new PR committee has been 
formed to take on some of those crazy, fun, and nec-
essary tasks.  

Welcome Molly Jo Realy, Mary Ruth Hughes, and An-
gie McCoy Horn. Did you notice they all have middle 
names in their titles? PR folks are like that. That 
means they're the right ladies for the job. Take a deep 
breath, Bob. 

NUMB3RS 

Wondering why we are the Number 1 fastest growing 
branch in CWC? It's due to the active attendees that 
come to meetings and bring a friend. Thank you. The 
record for our best attended meeting may have been 
broken during this last one held January 10th. If eve-
ryone had just "froze" then we would have had a 
closer count. Mike Raff counted 80+, and I counted 85 
with a few members moving around. 

Considering that our current membership is hovering 
at 90 -- that's pretty dang good! Numbers count. We 
need to keep a higher percentage of members to visi-
tors in order to keep our branch healthy -- numbers-
wise. Encourage your visiting guests to become mem-
bers and make our numbers soar! 

problems when driving a personal vehicle for club 
business. The form is free. 

Contact a board member or Bob Isbill for a form. The 
signed forms will be held on file and updated yearly. If 
you always have insurance, as indicated by California 
Auto Insurance laws, this will not cause any inconven-
ience to your insurance carrier and/or driving record. 

Tooting Our Bugle 

Our very own HDCWC will be nominated for the "Best 
of the Desert" current Victor Valley Daily Press con-
test. "Although it's not likely we will win any category," 
said Bob Isbill, Programs Director, "the idea of getting 
our club's name out there is good." If you vote -- vote 
for us. 

News You Can Use —- 

Not every piece of writing is 
equally important. Writing will be 
fraught with terror and you'll 
choke yourself on the I-need-
to-make-this-better hairball.  
  — Daphne Gray-Grant 
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Albert's Waiting 
            By Jenny Margotta 

 

"Oh, no, dear, that's very kind of you, but I 
couldn't possibly stay any longer.  Albert's waiting for 
me at home, you know."  With that, the rotund, apple-
cheeked, little woman gathered up her sweater and 
purse and hurried out of the library. Edna Farston 
loved volunteering at the local library. She only man-
aged to spend one day a week, though, as her busy 
schedule didn’t allow anything more.  

Hurrying home in the gathering dusk, Edna 
pulled carefully into her neatly maintained garage and 
entered her small, well-kept home. "Albert, darling, I'm 
home.  I know I'm running a little late today, but I'll 
have supper on in a jiffy." 

The next day was Edna's day to volunteer at 
Eastwood Elementary. As much as Edna enjoyed the 
library, truth be told, she enjoyed her one day a week 
at school even more. "The neighbors," mused Edna, 
"always complain about 'those horrid children,' how 
they have no manners, no discipline and 'don't know a 
thing.' But a little love and attention are just what they 
need and that's what I give them."     

At the end of the day, tired but satisfied, Edna 
was heading for her car when one of the other volun-
teers stopped her. "Edna, it's such a beautiful day, 
let's stop for coffee and enjoy the last of the sun-
shine." 

"Oh, no, Fran, thank you so much for asking, 
but Albert's waiting for me. He gets so lonely when 
I've been gone all day. I really must get home." Edna 
smiled, waved at her friend, and drove away. 

"Albert, dear," she said, as she did every night. 
"I'm home, sweetheart. Sorry to be late again, but 
supper will be ready in just a few minutes and then we 
can settle down for the evening." True to her words, 
Edna soon had hot vegetable soup in two bowls and 
grilled cheese sandwiches on two matching plates. 

Edna Farston's schedule was much the same 
every day. In addition to the library and school, Edna 
volunteered at church one day a week and—again 
only one day a week—at the hospital, where she hap-
pily wandered the halls pushing a book cart, eagerly 
encouraging patients and visitors alike to take a book. 
Each week she brought a bag of used paperbacks—
hardcover books were just so heavy—to restock her 
cart.  Another day found Edna at the animal shelter,   

lovingly brushing and bathing the strays, petting, talk-
ing, and encouraging them, assuring each that 
"some lovely family will soon come and whisk you 
away to a home filled with laughter and love and chil-
dren who will adore you." The animals, like the peo-
ple in Edna's busy life, always seemed to enjoy her 
efforts. 

Each morning Edna opened the drapes 
across the big picture window in her living room so 
that her plants could soak in the sunshine. "After all," 
she told her plants, "it's not fair that I get to go out 
and you're cooped up here in the house. You should 
enjoy the sunshine, too."   

And, almost without fail, Edna would close 
those same drapes each evening.  "Albert," she 
would say, "I love the outside world, but I treasure 
my privacy with you at night, too." 

One night, however, Edna came home much 
later than usual. She had been helping a woman at 
the animal shelter choose between a calico kitten 
and frisky Russian Blue. Edna, her mind still on the 
kittens, for once forgot to draw the drapes.  

The living room opened directly into the 
kitchen, so anyone passing by could follow Edna's 
progress as she hurried to get supper on the table. 
"Albert, darling, we're having macaroni and cheese, 
tonight.  I've added bacon bits, just the way you like 
it." Edna placed two matching bowls of steaming mac 
and cheese carefully onto two matching placements, 
folded the linen napkins into flowers, and sat at her 
place to eat.  "Albert, dear, I've had such a stressful 
day. Do let me tell you about it." Edna chattered 
away as she spooned her dinner into her mouth. 

Tom and Marie, neighbors from two doors 
down, were 
out for their 
nightly walk.  
Marie stopped 
Tom as they 
passed 
Edna's house. 
"Oh, look, 
honey, Edna's 
home. We 
should stop 
and say hello to her one of these days. Maybe take 
her some cookies. She must get so very lonely, sit-
ting by herself each evening. It's so sad she lost Al-
bert so many years ago. He was such a nice man." 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+a+table+for+two&view=detailv2&&&id=273EA909145CB38858DAAD784FE9C85B5CA17CBC&selectedIndex=211&ccid=iCVpU0qm&simid=608030111001086630&thid=HN.608030111001086630
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L.A. Writers’ Lab presents 
 

THE 90-DAY SCREENPLAY WORKSHOP 

Saturday, February 28th  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce, Spirit River Center 

16010 Apple Valley Road, Apple Valley, CA 
 

Final Call for Screenwriting Insights   

ALAN WATT           
 

Sponsored by 

The High Desert Branch  

of the California Writers Club 
 

 

Are you struggling to get your screenplay from your  

imagination to the page? 

We bring his workshop to you!! 
Struggling with:  

integrating theme character     structure   

 dialogue  

Only $75 for the whole day! Limited Seating. Act now! 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT FOR all CWC! 

Al teaches this workshop in Los Angeles for $195/person.  

   For more information, contact Bob Isbill (HDCWC Programs/Publicity)  

  760.221.6367 or email risbill@aol.com. Visit www.hdcwc .com for more 
  details and application. 

ONLY  

$ 75 

SAVE $120 OFF 

THE REGULAR 
PRICE!!!  

lawriterslab 

Imagine. Create. Transform. Pay online with PayPal 

Al Watt 90-Day Screenplay Workshop Status 

Accept our Thanks to those who have signed up to attend the Alan Watt 90-Day Screenplay Workshop 
scheduled for Saturday, February 28 at the Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce from 10 a.m. to 4:00 pm. 

If you signed the commitment sheets, in order to validate your registration, you’ll need to have at least $50 of 

the $75 fee paid by Saturday, February 14. Visit www.hdcwc.com to pay with PayPal; mail to: HDCWC, 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281, Apple Valley, CA 92307; or, bring cash to next meeting. Deadline: Feb. 14 

mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.hdcwc.com/
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Continued from Page 4 

Left: Rita Wells, Mary Langer Thompson, Linda Boruff; Right: 
Dwight Norris, Bob Isbill 

Judging Our Young Writers 

           or other proprietary or intellectual property 
right of any person or entity; (e) is not de-
famatory, libelous, obscene, or otherwise 
illegal; and (f) is your sole and exclusive 
property. You further represent and warrant 
that you have complete, worldwide distribu-
tion rights. 

Author understands that he/she retains the 
rights to their work, but any royalties and/or 
profits from the sale of the anthology go to 
the HDCWC. 

Email your work to Jenny Margotta at jenny-
margotta@mail.com as an attachment.  

Include a short biography of yourself (no longer than 
150 words) with the work submitted. This biogra-
phy may be edited by the Anthology Editor. It is 
the Editor’s intention to include the short biogra-
phies at the end of the published anthology. 

Make your check payable to HDCWC. In the memo 
line write: 2015 Anthology Submission. Submit your 
check to either Jenny Margotta or Michael Raff, or 
mail it to:  

HDCWC Attn: Jenny Margotta.     

20258 Hwy 18, Suite 430-PMB 281                            
Victorville, CA. 92395 

or 

Jenny Margotta 

17645 Fisher Street  

Apple Valley, CA 92307  

                                        

Submissions, along with the signed Release Form, 
must be received no later than March 15, 2015. 
Payment must be submitted no later than March 
30, 2015. 

NOTE: Please do not send any submissions to The Ink-
slinger. Following these Guidelines will assure your 
best method of entry. 

Good Luck to All 

Anthology Guidelines Continued 

Think you have a bad feeling about how your government treats you?  

For auto mileage testing in Europe, fuel-economy test cycles approximate the driving style of a heavily se-
dated 83-year-old librarian. Say what? They use the reaction and driving indicators based on a retired old 
lady with a higher education than most but diminished capacity due to a favorite drug of choice.      Wow. 

by Mary Langer Thompson 

A thank you to Dwight Norris, Bob Isbill, Linda Boruff 
and Rita Wells who accompanied me to Apple Valley 
School’s Sandia Elementary on Wed., Jan. 28, to 
grade entries of students in grades K to 8th grade, 
participating in the Young Authors Program. 

Our task was to choose the top three submitted sto-
ries at each grade level to be bound into separate 
books and designate these students published au-
thors. We had a great time looking at the stories of 
budding writers and illustrators and seeing the talent 
of our young people. We shared some of the wisdom 
and humor of the stories. One was about a talking dog 
who couldn’t write because he didn’t have a 
“disposable” thumb. 

Teacher Evelyn Davies of Sandia treated us like roy-
alty and provided refreshments as we worked from 9 
am to noon. We did not have any ties to break. The 
question posed when we were leaving was, “Will you 
come back and help us at other schools, too?” We 
said we would.  

If you are interested in giving up a morning or an af-
ternoon when we are called to judge again, please 
contact Mary Langer Thompson at 
mh_thompson@hotmail.com.  

 What’s in it for you, a writer? A chance to see 
the development of children’s writing, to let schools 
know we are a community-oriented group, to meet 
teachers and let them know about our club and our 
own books. I promise you’ll come away feeling good 
for your service. 

mailto:docaurum@aol.com
mailto:docaurum@aol.com
mailto:mh_thompson@hotmail.com
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 by Bob Isbill 

Local mom and resident of Hesperia recently was notified that she had taken first 

place in the Fantasy Category of the 2015 Park City Table Read My Screenplay contest with 

her original screenplay entry, “Ashling.” 

Winners are announced online at http://www.tablereadmyscreenplay.com/winners/year/2015  

 Ashling Logline: Ashling MacGillycuddy does not fit into a world where women are restrained 

by societal expectations. When a freak hang-gliding accident catapults her back to 900 B.C., her 

actions sway the balance of power in a conflict between the Tuatha Dé Dannan of Ireland, 

Fomorian giants from the Northern Isles, and the humans who are caught in between.  

Mary stated: “I got the idea for the story of Ashling from an epic dream I had. My dream 

opened with me falling from the sky and splashing into a lake in Connemara, Ireland. I was res-

cued by some nuns from the nearby convent of Kylemore Abbey. The convent was attacked by 

a horde of giants who were looking for the daughter of the King of Ireland – who had sought 

refuge amongst the nuns – and I fought them off single-handedly. Then I formed the rearguard 

as the nuns and the princess evacuated to an isolated mountain valley. The dream was incredi-

bly detailed, and my kids all wanted to know why I fell from the sky and what happened next, 

so I wrote the story. 

“The word ‘aisling’ is an Irish word that means ‘dream’ or ‘vision’, and was an obvious choice 

for the name of the lead character. I changed the spelling for ease of pronunciation. 

“In writing Ashling, I have drawn inspiration from my studies of ancient Irish history and my-

thology, my imagination having been fired by reading books like Agallamh na Seanorach 

(Colloquy of the Ancients) and Leabhar na Gabhala (Book of Invasions). I also drew heavily 

from tales of fallen angels, Nephilim, gods, demi-gods, and mythological heroes and creatures 

from Roman, Greek, Viking and Biblical accounts of Earth’s early history.  

“I emigrated from Ireland in 1986. I studied journalism at Rancho Santiago College in Santa 

Ana, CA, and worked as an editor, researcher, graphic designer and desktop publisher for a 

large aerospace firm in Costa Mesa. Then I switched careers to raise and home school my four 

children. During the intervening years, I have written one unpublished novel and had some arti-

cles published in a few newsletters, newspapers, and magazines. 

“I wrote my first screenplay after some friends suggested that I adapt one of our favorite novels 

for the screen. I read five or six books on ‘How to Write a Screenplay’ and quickly became 

hooked on this exciting discipline. Ashling is my second original screenplay. I believe that my 

background in editing and my obsession with saying things as precisely and succinctly as hu-

manly possible makes screenwriting a perfect fit for me.” 

HDCWC Member,  
Mary DeSantis,  

wins First Place for Fantasy Category  
in Major Screenplay Contest 

Author’s Accolades 
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    by Jenny Margotta 

 
 

Tattered sacks heavy on each shoulder, she 

slowly moved along Hollywood Boulevard. Her 

downcast eyes studied the sidewalk. Worn, muti-

lated shoes made shuffling sounds along the con-

crete. Oblivious to the swirl of people parting 

around her, she suddenly stopped and gently low-

ered her bags to the ground. Picking through her 

sacks, she laid out a number of rags, laying each 

aside according to some unspoken criteria, until 

one appeared to her liking. 

I watched as she carefully folded the cloth 

to the soft side. Kneeling in front of a tarnished 

star imbedded in the sidewalk, her weathered hand 

reached out and meticulously polished the metal. 

A single tear splashed on the star. Carefully she 

wiped it away, making certain not a trace of her 

emotion remained. As I stared, I was aware of 

years washing away, and her face, for only a brief 

moment, seemed to transform into the young, once 

beautiful woman she had been decades before.   

No one stopped to inquire about her pres-

ence; she was as invisible to the passers-by as they 

seemed invisible to her. After several minutes of 

painstaking polishing, she struggled to her feet and 

picked up her bags. Soft swishing sounds again 

moved along the boulevard as she shuffled off and 

was quickly absorbed into the crowds. 

As she melted into the throng of people 

jostling for space on the street, I walked over to 

the star, unable to contain my curiosity as to her 

task. The star she had so lovingly polished was 

etched with a single line:  Clark Gable. 

The  
Bag  
Lady 

Blogging is writing. Writers are told that they need to 
have a presence on the web. Writing a book is differ-
ent than blogging, of course, so how does one at-
tempt such a vital task? 

Persona and Domain — Start first with determining 
your blog “persona,” how you will present yourself to 
your blog readers, and choosing the name of your 
blog. Consider where you will draw the line between 
professional and personal. Keep in mind that adding 
your personality into the blog is a good thing. Write a 
blog post as if you’re sitting across the table from 
your reader at a coffee shop. Then decide if you 
want your domain name to be your name or a de-
scriptive domain. Search for websites offering do-
mains for sale. I’ve purchased domains from Hostga-
tor (http://hostgator.com) and GoDaddy (http:/
godaddy.com). 

Blog Platform, Blog Hosting — Next you need a 
blog platform which is software that powers a blog. 
The most popular ones are WordPress and Blogger. 
If you want a free blog, go to http://wordpress.com or 
http://blogger.com to set up a blog. However, 
“wordpress.com” or “blogger.com” will be included in 
your domain name because they own it. For in-
stance, my first food blog was found at (my Blogger 
blog) http://kitchenhospitality.blogspot.com/. My cur-
rent food blog is found at http://
kitchenhospitality.com/. I recommend setting up a 
self-hosted blog because there are no limitations on 
customizing your appearance, selling products, or 
choosing ads. To set up a self-hosted blog, I suggest 
using Hostgator. I like Hostgator’s 24/7 chat option 
and the one-click installation of WordPress. 

Come back next month to read about how to create a 
writer’s blog that brings readers. 

Angie Horn is the owner/blogger at http://
highdesertblogging.com and administrator of http://
meetup.com/high-desert-bloggers. The next blog 
meetup will be held at Hi Desert Book Oasis at their 
new location on February 7, 2015 from 10:30 am un-
til 12:00 pm. The topic will be on WordPress. 

What does blogging have to do 

 with writing? 

A new column  
by Angie Horn 

http://hostgator.com/
http://godaddy.com
http://wordpress.com/
http://blogger.com/
http://wordpress.com
http://blogger.com
http://kitchenhospitality.blogspot.com/
http://kitchenhospitality.com/
http://kitchenhospitality.com/
http://highdesertblogging.com/
http://highdesertblogging.com/
http://meetup.com/high-desert-bloggers
http://meetup.com/high-desert-bloggers
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For Conference details and registration go to: 

http://occwf.org/2014/12/26/featured-faculty-aaron-gansky-representing-lighthouse-publishing-of-the-

carolinas/ 

Friday, April 24, 2015 to Saturday, April 25, 2015.   Their 30th Anniversary event. 

Conference registration prices: 

 2-Day Pass $227 

Visit the conference website for session descriptions &  faculty bios. 

 Payment Plans Available 

Location: Trinity Presbyterian Church 13922 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705  
 

“I’m very excited to be involved in the OC Christian Writers’ 
Conference this year. I’m a firm believer in the value of writers’ 
conferences, and owe my career to them. I’m looking forward to 
meeting with writers and talking craft. Until then, good writing.” 

  Aaron Gansky, Representing Lighthouse 
Publishing of the Carolinas 

Gansky Featured in OC Christian Writers Conference 

Edie Glaser, Registrar 

(562) 307-3790 

edie@craftingstones.com 

CB Representative Bob Isbill took 20 copies of Jack 
London in Boyhood Adventures to the January 25 Cen-
tral Board Meeting in Oakland. After his “pitch” about 
the book, which had been autographed by Diane Neil, a 
motion to buy five of the books was made by Berkeley 
CB Rep Linda Brown. The purpose of her motion was 
to :gift” the books by the CWC to the following: 

Oakland Museum of California; Oakland Public Library-
History Room; Jack London Society; and, Jack London 
Foundation (in Glen Ellen) [and it may be that this book 
will end up being donated by the Redwood and/or Napa 
Branch] and, Annalee Allen and the exploration team 
for a 2016 city or region-wide memorial of Jack Lon-
don.   

Annalee is a local historian and board member of the 
Oakland Heritage Alliance (OHA) .    

The motion was unanimously approved, and the books 
will soon be delivered to those entities who have special 
interest in Jack London and his associated history. 

5 Jack London Books Purchased for Distribution by Central Board 

Diane Neil, granddaughter of the author, is kept busy 
autographing books as sales continue to climb. 

http://www.rsvpbook.com/occwf.org
mailto:edie@craftingstones.com
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Time is running out  if you wish to join 
other authors at the table for The 2015 
LA Book Fair. Billed as the largest in the 
nation at USC campus, we have the op-
portunity to share a booth with our pub-
lished authors for a portion of the $650 
rental fee for two days. 

Deadline for table spaces is coming 
soon. Can you afford NOT to have bet-
ter exposure? Contact the editor at 
RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com or a 
board member to inquire. 
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Board news from Central Board meeting in 
January —  Bob Isbill gave a mid-year report on the 
2014-2015 Dorothy C. Blakely Memoir Project and 
its status. He also made and delivered DVDs con-
taining templates of the Memoir Project to all CWC 
Branch Representatives so that each of the 18 other 
CWC chapters may participate, if desired, in this 
popular project. He again expressed to the assem-
bly High Desert’s appreciation for their 2014-2015 
financial support. 

Dave LaRoche, editor of the CWC Literary Review, 
reported that he had received 134 total submissions 
for the upcoming issue, 19 of which were from the 
High Desert Branch submitted by 12 of our mem-
bers. The issue is to come out this spring. Those 
submissions received but not published will receive 
brief critiques and reasons why they were not pub-
lished, however, that will not happen until after the 
magazine is published and mailed out. 

Ray Malus of San Fernando Valley gave a report 
on MRMS database and its usage branch by 
branch. He stressed the importance of updating the 
data by individual members. Several copies of the 
Bulletin came back to sender because of faulty ad-
dresses contained in the MRMS system, which is 
the responsibility of the member to keep current. Be 
sure to go online to MRMS and check your informa-
tion to see that your email and location address is 
accurate so that you won’t miss any CWC or branch 
correspondence. Ray also gave a detailed report on 
the need for retention and storage of CWC docu-
ments and how this could be done efficiently by the 
MRMS system already in place. 

Donna McCrohan-Rosenthal, PR Chair, gave a 
report on various activities past and upcoming. 
Plans are for the CWC to be present again at the 
Charles Dickens Festival in Riverside. The CWC 
has been represented in many activities up and 
down the state of California including several writ-
ers’ conferences. They also had a presence at the 
California Capital Book Festival. 

CWC scholarship money and how it may be allo-
cated is still under review by a formal committee as 
are the guidelines for membership status (Active vs. 
Associate) although both issues have been more 
clearly defined. Under discussion also is the possi-
ble modernization of the CWC Logo. Linda Brown of 
Berkeley Branch reported on the Friends of Joaquin 
Miller Park, an ongoing project of the CWC Berkeley 
Branch. 

A webmaster for the CWC www.calwriters.org web-
site is still being sought. The position is currently 
unfilled. Details of the job were in the January issue 

of The Inkslinger. Deadline for applications is Febru-
ary 8. 

VP Margie Yee reported on new branch develop-
ment. There is currently an effort to get a branch 
started in a city near San Luis Obispo. New 
branches must meet for six months and have 30 
members to achieve charter status. 

A “working lunch” included a tutorial on the use of 
the Forum, an online discussion currently adminis-
tered and moderated by HDCWC member, Bob Is-
bill. This is for Central Board Representatives who 
wish to exchange ideas.  

Central Board Treasurer/Membership Chair 
Sharon Svitak gave her intention to retire from the 
Treasurer position in July. Sharon, a professional 
accountant, has done an outstanding job in that po-
sition and will be hard to replace. She will stay on as 
Membership Chair and CB Rep for Tri-Valley 
Branch. The Central Board meets two times a year; 
once in January and again in July. 

Central Board: News on our Horizon 



 

THE INKSLINGER – News from High Desert Branch Page 14 

HDCWC Books 

Notes From the Editor --- 
     I’m making a few changes this year. February is a good month 
for trying new things. You’ve made it past the “Month of Resolu-
tions” — so now you can look forward to steps to make changes. I 
have a new email address: RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com. Some 
members were having trouble getting their email to arrive at my 
mailbox. I’m also considering an annual “Best Submission” to The 
Inkslinger. The winning prize may be a free year’s membership. 
More on that later... 
 

As always, submissions to The Inkslinger should be Arial font, 11pt. 
with single spacing, please. Contact phone: 760-646-2661 or email.   

March’s deadline: Feb. 23rd.    April’s deadline is March. 23rd 

     ~~~ Rusty LaGrange 

“Let It Be Recorded…” 

A Lifetime of Memories by Students 

~~ Anthologies For Sale  ~~ 

$11.95 at meeting,  

online, or by mail 

   
Look up older articles online  from The 
Inkslinger . Just go to:www.hdcwc.com /
Newsletter Page. Use a past issue to se-
duce a new writer to join us. We've made 
it easy for you! 

www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com.   

The adventures of a young Cali-
fornia boy and his pal who find 
life full of serious and frivolous 
days of summer in Oakland. 

HDCWC proudly presents the 
first printing of this treasure now 
available for only $13.35   at 
Amazon; Barnes & Noble $13.08 

Copyright © 2015 California Writers Club High Desert Branch, All rights reserved. HDCWC.com  The Inkslinger newsletter 

Services 

Editor 

RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com 

Planning a Writers’ Salon                     
at your home or a local café?  

Let Loralie Kay help you. She’s our   
Salons coordinator with some great 

ideas. Email  her at   
LoralieKay@aol.com 

http://www.hdcwc.com
http://www.jacklondoninboyhoodadventures.com

