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ummer has arrived and after three years 
of guidance from our past president Bob 
Isbill, new faces have taken the ship’s 

helm and onward we press. In other words, 
Hello Everyone and how exciting it is to help 
facilitate this smooth functioning and ambitious 
club.  
    I want to thank Bob Isbill 
for all the time and energy 
he has invested in leading 
the club to where we are 
now. He devoted himself 
tirelessly to the progress 
that we now enjoy and 
every meeting brings new 
information and opportunity 
for every member who is a 
writer, wants to be or has 
been.  
   Thank you so much Bob for all you do and 
will continue to do. For those of you who may 
not be aware, the new Board consists of myself 
as President, Roberta Smith as Vice-President, 
Anita Holmes as Secretary, and Jenny 
Margotta as Treasurer. We also have a 
Member-at-Large, a Critique Group 
representative, a Club Historian, The Inkslinger 
Editor, and our PPW Chair (Publicity, Prison 
and Website).   
   We have many new plans for our meetings 
from special guest speakers, to interactive 
sessions with membership participation, to 
educational presentations. Our outreach prison 
program may soon be joined by other 
programs that we are considering. The 2012 

anthology, Desert Gold, is in full-swing 
development and anticipated to be available to 
members in November --  just in time for the 
holidays. 
   Our club is in good shape financially, and in 
planning for this upcoming year, a committee 

has formed to determine the 
likelihood of having another  
“Howling at the Moon”- type 
conference. Currently, the 
committee working on this, 
which already has some 
wonderful ideas involving lots 
of interaction with the 
participants, consists of Vic 
McCain Buzzelli, Jenny 
Margotta, Rusty La Grange, 
and Anita Holmes. As a non-
profit club, the conference is 

our major -- and almost our only -- source of 
revenue which allows us to conduct business 
as a club each year. Please contact Vic or 
Jenny if you would like to be a part of that initial 
committee. 
   Additional positions assigned or volunteered 
for are in progress and our next speaker for the 
July 14th meeting, Alan Watt, has a brilliant 
presentation for us entitled The 90 Day Novel. 
If you have not written a book yet -- this might 
be an excellent talk for you! 
   I’m very happy to begin this journey with you 
all and anticipate getting many of you to take a 
role in continuing to make the High Desert 
branch one of the best California Writers 
Clubs.   

 

S 

    JULY 2012 
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Left to right: Dwight Norris, Mary Langer Thompson, Rusty 

LaGrange and Bob Isbill.            (Photo courtesy of Anthony J 

Enriquez) 

 

Prison Crew Volunteers Honored 
 

The HD CWC volunteers who steer our outreach 

program for the “I.A.G.” (Incarcerated Authors’ 

Group) was honored on June 9, 2012 as they begin 

another six-month series of workshops and guest 

speaker programs at the Federal Prison in 

Victorville.   From left to right, Dwight Norris, 

Mary Langer Thompson, Rusty LaGrange, and Bob 

Isbill, who also presented the prisoner-made 

coasters and Bureau of Prisons Volunteer pins. 

Isbill encouraged others who would be interested in 

volunteering, especially in the area of critiquing 

inmate writing, to contact him at risbill@aol.com 

for further information. 

The local prison has over 300 volunteers from 

dozens of organizations, and nationally the Bureau 

of Prisons has over 10,000 people involved in 

donating their time and talents to the prison system.  

– from Bob Isbill 

 

“Meet The Authors”  

June 9th Meeting a Success! 

Fifty-eight books were sold by our 17 author-
members who displayed and pitched their 
stories to 72 people in attendance at the event 
coordinated by Mary D. Scott.   

Authors participating were allowed two minutes 
to tell other members and guests about 

themselves and their work while a PowerPoint 
featured each speaker onscreen in the 
background. The consequences of not finishing 
the “pitch” in exactly two minutes was planned 
to be an embarrassing recorded cow-moo; 
however, not one participant went over the 
time limit, and so the bovine stayed silent. 

Because the HD CWC has a policy of non-
competition with our guest speakers who 
sometimes bring their books and/or products to 
sell, our authors do not ordinarily display and 
sell their books.  Periodically, the Branch hosts 
our published authors and encourages them to 
bring their books and related items to offer for 
sale at a general membership meeting. 

Our thanks to Mary D. Scott for her planning 
and execution of this part of our June meeting.  
Authors and attendees agree it was a total 
success.    – from Bob Isbill 

   

 

90-Day Novelist, Alan Watt, 

to Speak July 14 
 

      Our High Desert Branch will have as its guest 

speaker Alan Watt, author of  “The 90-Day Novel,” 

on Saturday, July 14, at 10 a.m. Watt, who sold his 

first novel, Diamond Dogs, (first draft written in 90 

days) to Little, Brown, and Company for a half 

million dollars, says: ‘Don’t sabotage your novel 

before you begin.’ The best-selling author says that 

the desire to write is connected to the desire to 

evolve. 

     “We’re here to express ourselves. The 

workplace, for many, is not exactly an environment 

that nurtures the soul. But writing a novel or 

memoir, regardless of whether it sells, can supply 

the satisfaction and meaning that may be missing 

from our professional lives. Creativity is not an 

occupation; it’s our birthright,” Watt says. 

     HD CWC meets the second Saturday of each 

month at the Apple Valley Library on Dale Evans 

Parkway. The public is welcome to attend, and 

admission is free. For more information, visit 

www.hdcwc.org.           – from Bob Isbill 
 

mailto:risbill@aol.com
http://www.hdcwc.org/
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Outgoing Board (left to right): Bob Isbill, Naomi Ward, 
Freddi Gold, Jenny Margotta, Mary Langer Thompson, & 
Marilyn Ramirez  .     Photo courtesy of Anthony J Enriquez) 

 

Thanks for the Memories 

By Bob Isbill 

After having served one term as Vice President 
and two terms as President, it is my pleasure 
to step away and turn over the leadership to 
the newly-elected Board of the HD CWC.  

 My thanks to all of you who have 
helped develop the High Desert 
Branch into the vibrant entity it is, 
and for your support in the projects 
and efforts the board of directors 
has initiated. Thank you to all  who 

have volunteered in both big and small things, 
and for coming through when your energy and 
time was needed. You know who you are. It’s 
far too risky for me to start naming people for 
fear of my leaving even one deserving name 
unmentioned.   

There is  a fine line-up of people who will serve 
and represent this Branch that includes Freddi 
Gold, President; Roberta Smith, Vice 
President; Anita Holmes, Secretary; and Jenny 
Margotta staying on as Treasurer.   

I look forward to a great year with these 
creative, competent people guiding our club to 
new and exciting heights.    

 

HOWLING AT THE MOON ANTHOLOGY:   

(Order Now) 

Our branch members contributed to our anthology.  
If you are a new member or guest who missed a 
chance to order our 2011 anthology, Howling at the 
Moon, orders can still be made. 

All orders are pre-paid at our below wholesale 
printing price with tax and shipping included. The 
total cost is $10.50. 

This is a quality collection of prose and poetry and 
is sure to be a big hit. Still a great gift.  Contact 
Linda Cooper during club meetings. 

 

 

        OPEN CALL TO WRITERS – 2nd Notice 

      The American Association of University Women 
is presenting an art show held at the beautiful  
Aspen Clubhouse in Sun City in Apple Valley.  All 
writers are invited to submit an application to have 
a site to sell their book or books and partiicpate in 
this year's show. 
 
     The show dates are October 6 and 7th and the 
price is $45.00 with 10% commission on all sales. 
 
     Please call Nancy Mitchell at 760-240-5036 or 
Evelyn Blocker  at 760-247-9700.  
 

 
 
 

Leo Du Lac, our Resident Gardener, has this 
hint for July: 
 

Gardening in the Dry Lands  

I now have lettuce, turnips, two kinds of peas, 
and asparagus to eat. Plant some corn. In a 
large field, pollen from the tassels fertilizes 
each silk and you'll have a fine ear of corn. If 
you have only a few stocks of corn, they do not 
get pollinated properly. In the morning, you 
have to break off a branch of the tassel and rub 
it on the silks for three mornings and you will 
then have a full ear of corn.     

 

 



 
T H E  I N K S L I N G E R  –  N e w s  f r o m  H i g h  D e s e r t  B r a n c h  

 
Page 4 

 Facebook Password Tips  
 
1. When you log in, make sure you're logging 
in at a secure version of the site's address: 
https://www.facebook.com. (The "s" after the 
"http" stands for "secure" -- apparently it makes 
a big difference.) Save that version of their site 
address in your bookmarks! 
 
2. Once you've logged in securely, change 
your password, and make sure it's a 
combination of letters, numbers and at least 
one non-alphanumeric character, like a 
hyphen, *, #, &, etc.....  
 
A good way I've discovered to do this (and 
remember it) is to use the first letters of a 
phrase you'll remember. For instance, the old 
ad slogan, Do it at Crest Chevrolet today! 
could be turned into DiaCC2d! (I turned "today" 
into "2d" to get a number in there.) It's a pain in 
the butt to type it at first ... but after a while 
your fingers learn the way. The longer the 
password, the better. A mixture of upper and 
lower case letters in a password also helps to 
make it harder for the hackers! 
 
3. Now that I've mentioned "DiaCC2d!" we 
should probably avoid using that one, in case 
evil hackers have found their way into our  
e-mail accounts! (How's that for paranoid!) 
 
Hope this is helpful!  -- from Holly LaPat 
 

 
 

Diego and 
 

By Anthony J Enriquez 
 

Diego followed Blondie as she walked down the 
street. He could tell it was her by her long blond 
hair and her green canvas backpack she always 
wore. Diego and Blondie were not exactly friends 
although they knew each other at school. Both ran 
cross-country. 
 Diego liked Blondie but had trouble talking 
to her. Although they talked together at school, she 
could be distant and non-responsive to him and 
others. Everyone knew it was because of an 
experience in her past. Blondie’s sister had been 

raped and murdered by a transient two years ago 
and Blondie seemed to be just getting over it now. 
He heard she was seeing a shrink; maybe, that is 
what kept her going. Only when she was running 
did she go all out. 
 They were walking in town when Blondie cut 
into an alley. Was she going to help out at the 
mission, Diego wondered? He hurried to the alley, 
then followed her down the long walkway until she 
crossed into a parking lot. There, leaning against a 
trashcan, was a homeless man getting ready to 
urinate. Diego turned and saw Blondie put down 
her backpack, reach in, and pull out a hammer. She 
went to the urinating man, lifted her hammer, and 
struck him on the head. She then hit him again and 
again. Soon, she was back at her bag putting the 
hammer away. Suddenly, she looked up. Seeing 
her school-mate, Blondie said, “Hi, Diego. What’s 
up?” 
 Diego turned away. He started to walk, then 
jog, and was soon running. Blondie came full bore 
after him. Although he ran fast, Blondie was 
catching up to him. If he could reach the street, he 
would be safe. 
 Blondie yelled, “Wait! Come back!!”   
 Diego ran until he came to the end of the 
alley. As he slowed down at the walkway, Blondie 
crashed into him and pushed him into the oncoming 
traffic in the street. Diego stumbled. He raised his 
hands to the oncoming car ahead of him. 
 Seeing the boy, the driver of a white van, 
jerked the steering wheel to the right sharply and 
missed him. He proceeded to go over the gutter 
into two trashcans and Blondie, crushing all against 
the side of the building. 
 As people gathered around the car, Diego 
got out of the street and onto the sidewalk where 
he stared at the car. Soon after, he walked away. In 
his mind, he could still hear Blondie’s voice saying, 

‘Wait! Come Back!’        
 

 

 
Indie Authors are LinkedIn 
by Wilma Reiber: reprinted from WritersTalk 

There are various discussion groups within 

Linkedin. In the Indie Authors group, someone 

posted this List of Blog Radio and TV Author 

Interviewers. Some members might be interested in 

listening or being interviewed. 

Author Talk: www.maldene.com 

Bookmark: http://bookmarkradio.com/ 

Julia Widdop’s Blog TV: 

https://www.facebook.com/
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www.blogtv.com/people/juliawiddop 

www.voiceamerica.com/show/1856/book-worm 

www.chattininmanhattan.com/contact-

us/become-a-guest 

www.blogtalkradio.com/writing 

Launch Publicity: www.launchpublicity.com/ 

The Authors’ Show: http://theauthorsshow.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Lucinda Sue Crosby, author of Francesca 
of Lost Nation and The Adventures of 
Baylard Bear will speak at the Federal 
Prison program in Adelanto, Wednesday, 
August 1. 

 
Lucinda Sue Crosby is an award-winning 
journalist and environmentalist as well as a 
published and recorded Nashville songwriter. 
She's also had a successful TV and film career, 
traveled the world as a professional athlete, and 
worked as a sports color commentator for the 
Women's Tennis Association via InDemand 
Pay-Per-View.  
 
Currently Francesca of Lost Nation, is a 
bestseller on Kindle ranking in the top 100 in 
two categories, and between June 3 and June 4 
she hit the #1 slot in three different categories. 
"The Author's Show" selected Lucinda Sue 
Crosby as a 2011 honoree in "50 Great Writers 

You Should be Reading."     

HD CWC Membership Information 

Access Available to All Members 
 

If you have not gone to the MRMS membership site 

and logged in with your user name and password, it 

would benefit you to do so because then you will 

have access to all members’ contact information 

such as address, phone number, and email. 

We have made it simple for you to find the site by 

putting it on the opening page of our 

www.hdcwc.org web site where you will see the 

link, MRMS Membership Site. Click on that and it 

will take you directly to www.cwc-sfv/STATE. 

Once on the site, log in with your user name and 

password.  The first thing you should do is change 

your password to something of your own design. 

Then, update your birth date (month and day only, 

no year).  You can change and/or add genres to 

update your interest so that someone searching for 

similar interests can find you, and you can find 

them. 

By adopting the MRMS program, all HD CWC 

members will be able to make changes to their 

membership information so that at all times their 

phone, email, and address will be accurate and up to 

date. It’s simple and only takes a few minutes.  

Thanks for your cooperation!  –By Bob Isbill 

 
LOW-COST MARKETING 

SUGGESTION 
 

Have you ever thought of marketing your book in 
the classified advertising department of the local 
newspaper? 
 
Just such an ad caught my eye on Tuesday, May 
30, 2012 in the Apple Valley Review.  There’s a 
photo of the book, and 11 lines (including its title) 
that describe the book and where to find it. 
 
A phone call to 760.221.7733 gave the following 
information:  For such an ad, it costs $17 for the 
book photo and 5 lines to run 5 days in the Daily 
Press plus an appearance in the weekly Apple 
Valley Review, so that specific ad costs $23.  It’s $1 
a line for over 5 lines. 
 
Just a thought for published authors in your 

marketing efforts. --- By Bob Isbill 
 

http://www.hdcwc.org/
http://www.cwc-sfv/STATE
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Someone Extraordinary This Way Came 
by 

Mary Langer Thompson 
 
 On Tuesday, June 5, 2012, a California 
literary icon passed away at age 91.   
 I was a student teacher at Chatsworth High 
School in 1970 when Ray Bradbury visited for a 
school assembly. Disliking technology, the author 
told the teens to throw away their drivers’ licenses. 
That didn’t go over too well. Still, he never drove a 
car, having witnessed a terrible accident as a child. 
Even in later years, he considered the internet “a 
distraction.” 
 In the late 70’s, I was assigned to teach a 
science fiction elective. Mostly boys signed up for 
the class, and I soon discovered the majority were 
struggling with the vocabulary of the assigned 
books. I hauled out my typed copies of Bradbury 
short stories such as “There Will Come Soft Rains,” 
“The Veldt,” and others about carnivals, circuses, 
and outer space, and soon the class was hooked.  
On Halloween, we read “The Emissary,” and they 
were awestruck by what a beloved dog brings 
home. We were in love with Ray Bradbury’s stories. 
 Bradbury called himself “an English flunk-
out from Los Angeles High School.” After 
graduation, he did not attend college, but read 
widely. He met his wife, Marguerite, in a bookstore 
in 1941. They had four daughters and eight 
grandchildren and were married for fifty-seven 
years. 
 I remember an April day I spent in a long 
line in the hot California sun at the L.A. Times Book 
Festival to get my treasured, autographed copy of 
The Martian Chronicles. Even last year I was 
hoping for a Bradbury sighting at the festival he 
used to attend regularly. Though still active in his 
later years, due to a stroke, he used a wheel chair.   
 The day he died, teacher colleague, Dale 
Lopez, wrote to me: 
 
  In 1989 I saw him at the Glendale Public 
Library. He described how he got  
 ideas for his science fiction stories. The one 
I remember most was related  
 to the story in the Junior English anthology -
- a sea monster arises from the  
 ocean and threatens the lighthouse. He had 
been walking along Pacific Ocean Pike one 
evening near sundown when he saw the structure 
of the idle rollercoaster. It looked just like a sea 
monster arising from the Pacific Ocean. Thus 
 was the story "born." (“The Beast from 
20,000 Fathoms” in The Saturday Evening Post.) 

 Bradbury also wrote a book of essays for 
writers, Zen in the Art of Writing:  Releasing the 
Creative Genius Within You. The author, who wrote 
his first short story at age nine, tells us why we 
should write every day: 

 If you did not write every day, the poisons 
would accumulate and you would begin to die, or 
act crazy, or both. You must stay drunk on writing 
so reality cannot destroy you. For writing allows just 
the proper recipes of truth, life, reality as you are 
able to eat, drink, and digest without hyper-
ventilating and flopping like a dead fish in your bed. 

 He wrote with “zest” and “gusto.”  In 1950, 
Ray spent $9.80 cents to write “The Fire Man,” 
which later became his best-known work, 
Fahrenheit 451. He used to write in his Venice 
garage. He lived in Venice, he said, because he 
was poor. It was not the trendy place it is today. His 
children distracted him, and he played with them 
instead of writing. So he discovered the typing 
room in the basement of the U.C.L.A. library. The 
Remingtons and Underwoods rented out at a dime 
a half hour. Time was money, and with his bag of 
dimes, he finished his first draft in nine days. Then 
he wandered the stacks of the library. “What a 
place,” he said, “to write a novel about burning 
books in the Future!” 
 English-teacher colleague and writer, Eileen 
Clemens Granfors, says her favorite quote of 
Bradbury’s is, “Without libraries, what have we?  
We have no past and no future.”  He was a 
passionate advocate for libraries his entire life. 
 Among countless awards, he has a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 6644 Hollywood 
Blvd. In addition, an asteroid is named in his honor, 
as is a crater on the moon, “Dandelion Crater,” after 
his novel Dandelion Wine.  
 He chose his final resting place in L.A.’s 
Westwood Village Memorial Park Cemetery. He 
also chose the inscription for his tombstone:  
Author of Fahrenheit 451.  
 Thank you, Mr. Bradbury, for all your short 
stories, poetry (many about writers) novels, essays, 
screenplays (Moby Dick), words of advice on how 
to find ideas and feed our muses, and for coming to 
the rescue of teachers with unmotivated young 
people. I lift my glass of dandelion wine to you.  
Writers, let’s live by his credo: 

 “You’ve got to jump off cliffs all the time 
and build your wings on the way down.”      
 R.I.P., Ray Bradbury.                                     
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     It’s a Small World:  Part 1 
 

By Virginia Hall 
 

  My father was a college professor and had 

long summer vacations. He spent weeks fly-fishing 

in the northwest. Camping in Montana in the late 

1970s, he was chatting with a family staying next to 

him. When he mentioned that he was a professor of 

Mathematics, the son in the family commented that 

he’d just finished a year of pre-algebra and had a 

great teacher. My father looked at him and asked, 

“Where did you say you were from?”   

       “Apple Valley,” replied the boy. 

      “And what was your teacher’s name?”  

        Hearing the answer, my father smiled and 

said quietly, “Your teacher is my daughter.”   

 

      Fast forward to the late 1980s. When the 

University of Oregon advertised for a trip to Russia, 

it was too intriguing to resist. We booked the trip 

and flew from Ontario to New York, then Helsinki 

and finally Moscow. Staying in a huge hotel in 

Moscow, we had meals with a large group of fellow 

American travelers. At breakfast, a fellow from 

Chicago saw my nametag that said I was from the  

 

 
 

University of Oregon. When he asked where I lived, 

I explained I’d graduated from the U of O, but lived 

in California. 

      “I love California,” said the man. “I went to 

UCLA.” 

      “My father was a professor there for almost 

40 years,” I said. 

      “Really? What did he teach?” 

      “Mathematics.” 

       Next he asked, “What was his name?” 

       “Frederick Valentine.” 

      With a smile, he said, “Tall, thin, with a 

small mustache?” 

      It was now my turn to smile. Literally half 

way around the world, I’d met a former student of 

my father. Back at home, it was my turn to tell the 

family a surprising story.  

      It is a small world!  

     

 

                    

 

 
 
As the new editor of The Inkslinger , I welcome all different genres of short fiction, non-fiction news worthy 
items, poetry, and new age. Follow these simple requirements… Font Arial, 11 point type, and attach photos 
and /or submissions to your email. Call for info: 760-646-2661 if you 
have any questions. 

Deadline for each month is the 15th. It won’t change. That’s what 
deadlines are for. If you have a suggestion please contact me and 
we’ll discuss it. I love new ideas. 

I’ve only been a member for two years now but I truly believe that 
writers come from everywhere with as much background as needed 
to enhance this dynamic group. Your club continues growing 
because of the energy you provide each month.  

From time to time, I will be highlighting a member in the club with a 
short interview and a photo. I won’t focus on your writing as much 
as I want the club to know you, your interests, a story from your 
past… Stay tuned.       --- Rusty LaGrange 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RustyL@Hughes.net & 
Rusty@aFlairForWords.com 

 

 Contact the Editor 

mailto:Rusty@aFlairForWords.com
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Services 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Want to advertise in the October, 
November, December 2012 issues of 

The Inkslinger? 
 

Submit your business card along with 
$10 to Roberta Smith by  

September 8, 2012.  
 

You may provide them at the HDCWC 
club meeting or mail to: 

 
HD CWC 

20258 Hwy 18 Ste 430-PMB 281 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

 
If you have questions, contact Roberta 

at cwrlsmith@verizon.net 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:cwrlsmith@verizon.net

